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INTRODUCTION. 



In order to understand the prophetic writings, it is of the high- 
est importance that one enter upon the study of them with just 
viewa of the nature of the prophetic office. An incidental part 
of the wori; of the Hebrew prophet, that of predicting the future, 
has occupied so important a place in Cluistian theology, that his 
general office and the m^n business of his mission have been kept 
out of view. Within a, few hundred years the very terms prophet 
and prophecy have acquired a new meaning. When Jeremy- 
Taylor wrote his treatise called " The Liberty of Prophesying," 
the term prophesying was understood in a much wider sense than 
it is at the present time. In his day prophets denoted pubhc 
reli^ous teachers, and by the liberty of prophesying, he under- 
stood the liberty of ^ving public religious instruction by speech 
or writing without annoyance from the civil power, or from anv 

Undoubtedly this general sense of the terms prophet and 
prophesying is the true one. No term by which the Hebrew 
prophet is denoted in the Old Testament means predicter. Ho 
is called inspired speaker, seer, watchman, but never predicter, 
or foreteller of future events. His office was to proclium the 
whole will of Jehovah to the Hebrew people. By public speech, 
by written history, and by various forms of poetic composition, he 
aimed to bring the rulers and people of Israel to a right state of 
feeling and conduct in relation to Jehovah, their supreme national 
king and moral governor, and to keep them in it In other 
words, his office was to make and keep the rulers and people 
what they ought to be in political, moral, and religious reepecls. 
Constituting no legal order in the state, like the priests, having 
no privilege of. birth, making no claim to official respect, feeling 
no dependence except upon the Divine spirit and their own souls. 
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Tl IHTEODOCXION. 

they were, by virtue of their natural, supernatural, and acquired 
powers, anil by a certain authority naturally conceded to them by 
the people, at tlic same time political counsellors, popular orators, 
and religious teachers, having great influence in the Jewish com- 
monwealth. 

The prophetic office had ila origin m the theocratic national 
constitution and theocratic national mind of the Hebrews. As 
God, tiieir invisible sovereign, did not manifest himacif to tlie mul- 
titude in an immediate and sensible manner, it became necessary 
that there rfiould be a hmnan representative of Jehovah to his 
people. To this office of representative of Jehovah to liia peo- 
ple, those regarded themselves as called, commissioned, and sent, 
whatever might be their tribe, occupation, or parentage, who felt 
with irresistible conviction that tiiey possessed in their soula the 
will of Jehovah ; that they were the chosen organs, by which he 
miglit make known his will in regard to political, moral, and re- 
ligious concerns. Hiey felt that tiicir minds wei-e illumined and 
moved by the holy spirit of God, and that the thoughts which they 
expressed in speech or writing, under this iiluminatiou and influ- 
ence, were to be regarded as the word of God. D'^'J), inspii-ed 
speakers, is their most common appellation. We liave, however, 
no reason to suppose that the prophets of the Old Testament, any 
moi-e than St. Paul and the prophets mentioned in the New Tes- 
tament, connected the idea of absolute infallibiUly with inspira- 
tion. Hor do their writings afford aiiy indications of such infalli- 
bility. 

The Hebrew prophetB conceived of the spirit of (lod as ^ving 
life to all animated beings ; intelligence to man, skill to the artist, 
wisdom to the sovereign, resolution and strength to the warrior, 
and, above all, a lofty enthusiaBm, profound knowledge of the 
true and the excellent, and a fai^reaching insight into the mind 
of God, to the prophet. Divine communications were not, as in 
the heathen world, regarded as coming through inanimate objects, 
through hghtning and thunder, the entrails of animals, the flight 
of birds, or the unconscious mind of man. Everywhere in the 
Old Testament, those who received the spirit of God, and conse- 
quently spoke the word of God, are represented as conscious, 
voluntary, intelligent agents. Everywhere they speak and act as 
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IHTEODOCTIOK. 

Buck. Their tliouglils are expi-essed according to tLe c 
laws of the aBSOciatioQ of ideaa. Tiie operation of the holy spirit 
was to move the feelings, to illuminate the reason, to etrengthea 
the imagination, to command the conscience, but not to iimiish 
the prophet with objective knowledge of contingent events, or to 
make his intuitions infallible. Hence one prophet differa from 
another, just as one poet of any nation differs from another. The 
effect of the Divine influence on any individual varied according 
to his capacity of receiving it; according fo his bodily organiza- 
tion, his inteileetual, ima^native, and moral powers, the strength 
of his natural feelings, his susceptibility of rell^ous fervor, his 
education, condition, and all the circumstances in which he was 
placed. The Hebrew prophet was capable of receiving the 
Divine spirit in larger measure than the rest of his eountrymcn. 
He was in a greater or less degree a man of genius. He was filled 
■with a bfty enthusiasm, and an invincible eneigy He was 
moved, excited, rapt into ecstasy. He was endowed witli an 
uncommon capacity for discerning the true and the excellent. 
His pure reason, illuminated by God, pierced into the character 
of the Divine government and its issues. His compiehensive and 
for-reachiiig understanding, intendy employed on the causes, char- 
acter, and consequences of everything which concerned the well- 
being of the people of God, foresaw events hidden from common 
eyes. His exalted imagination presented to him visions of God. 
His pure and sensitive conscience heard the call of God, and felt 
a Divine command or commission in relation to all which he felt 
and saw. He had thus a marked superiority over his eontempo- 
raiics, and this superiority he attributed fo the spirit of God. 
The influence of the Divine spirit upon his soul is the key for the 
explanation of all the various language which is used to express the 
reception of Divine communications; such as hearing the voice 
of God, seeing visions of God, having the word of God come to 

If it be asked what was the criterion to the prophet that he 
was a true messenger of God, ov had a Divine commission, the 
answer is, that no one of them, whose writings have come down 
to us, has given us information of any criterion by which he knew 
that he was a prophet, except the possession of his spiritual gifts, 
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Vlll INTBODDCTION. 

and the strength of his own conviction that he was under the 
influence of the spirit of God. These gifts, and this strong, irro- 
bistible contiction, were to Mm. the seal of his mission. Just as in 
modem times a Christian believes that he is bom of the Spirit, 
■when he manifests the fruits of the Spirit, so the ancient prophets 
believed that they possessed the spirit of God in an extraordinary 
degree, or were inspired prophets, becaoso they possessed pro- 
phetic gifts in an extraordinary degree, and had their convictions 
borne into their minds with extraordinary power. 

Mairaonides and several other Jewish writers have come to the 
same conclusion. " All prophecy makes itself known to the 
prophet that it is prophecy indeed, by the strength and vigor of 
the perception, so that his mind is freed from all scruple about 
it." This he concludes to be the true meaning of Jer. xxiii. 29. 
" la not my word like a fire, saith the Lord, and like a hammer 
that bi-eaketh the rock in pieces ? " on which he makes the follow- 
ing comment. " Such a thing is the prophetical spirit by reason 
of the strength of ils impression and the forcibleness of its opera- 
tion on the heart of the prophet." See John Smith on Prophecy, 
in Watson's Tracts, Vol. IV. p. 320, &c. 

Had, then, the Hebrew prophets no criterion by which they 
and others might know that they were inspired by God, different 
from that which was possessed by Savonarola, Luther, Milton, or 
Fox ? If they had, they have not told us what it was. It seems 
to follow, therefore, that infallibihty ought not to be connected 
with the scriptural idea of inspiration. For mere strength (rf con- 
viction that one is moved to think, speak, or write by the spirit 
of God, or, which is the same thing, by Divine inspiration, is not 
at the present day regarded as evidence that one is infallible.* 

I have spoken briefly of the general office and work of the 
Hebrew prophet, and of his internal quahficatlons for the dis- 
charge of his duties, omitting many topics that might be interest- 
ing in a full treatise. I now come to the inquiry, What was the 
nature of the prophetic predictions ? The essential part of the 
work of the prophet was, as we have seen, to persuade rulers and 
people to be what they ought to be in political, moral, and 
religious reapecta. Their predictions are to be regarded as means 
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INTEODDCTION Lx 

of accomplishing this great end. These constituted the motives 
by which they hoped to stir up kings and people to a right course, 
or t» deter them from a wrong one ; to humble tliem when elated 
with a false confidence, or to comfort them when discouraged 
under overwhelming national caJamity. 

These predictions consist of representations of the future, hay- 
ing reference partly to the people of God, that is, the kingdoms 
of Israel and Judah, and partly to foreign nations, which, in 
the way of interest, friendship, or enmity, &c., had some connec- 
tion with the people of God. We never find the Hebrevi- proph- 
ets uttering predictions respecting countries unknown to the 
Hebrews, sueh as Japan, or America, or India, but only respecting 
those nations from which at the time of the prediction they had 
something to hope or to fear, or which they had cause to love or 
to hate, such as successively the Assyrians, the Babylonians, the 
Syrians, the Phfenicians, the Philistines, the Egyptians, the 
Edomites, the Moabitea, the Ammonites, the Arabians. Some- 
times the prediction relates to an individual who was concerned 
in the business of the state. 

The predictions of the prophets are always presented as motives 
of conduct to their contemporaries. They are never made aa 
independent truths, without reference to the circumstances of the 
times. They are not merely apocalyptic, or fcr the mere gi-atifi- 
cation of curiosity. They always have a practical relation to tlie 
people in tiie time of the prophet. They are always presented as 
promises of happiness, or threatenings of distress, and this genur- 
ally as the fi'uit of the conduct of tlie people, and thus as a revela- 
tion of the righteousness of God, or of the retribution of which 
God is the author. 

Here we have one principal source of the Hebrew predictions, 
namely, the laios of Divine retributwn. It was a fundamental 
doctrine of Judaism that the future condition of a nation, as well 
aa of an individual, would be so ordered by the Almighty as to 
constitute the reward ov punishment of present conduct. Foe 
this reason it was, that the prophets were fed to cast their cyea 
into the future, in order to find motives to urge kings and people 
to the couree wliich they recommended. In order to make tiieso 
motivp.i more distinct, vivid, and iinpi-essive, they did not deal in 
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X. INTRODTJCTIOH. 

general and abstract denunciations of woo, but wjtli piercing 
sagacit/, detived from natural genius, from the assiduous con- 
templation of the future, and from the influence of the Divine 
pir't n th ir minds, they undertook to point out the particular 
la wh h would happen in the future ; that is, they not merely 
p mL d threatened, but predicted. More or less of the same 
pa h prevailed among political and reli^ons reformers 

from ha me to this. But it previuled in a remarkable d^ree 
am n h Hebrew prophets, so that their writings constitute a 
d n and peculiar class. They believed that they had an in- 
sight int« the future, which the human understanding, without the 
aid of the Divine spirit, would not have afforded them. The 
popular faith supported them in their general claims, though their 
particular messages were often rejected with incredulity, con- 
tempt, or persecution. 

This I regard as a very important view of the nature of the 
predictions of the prophets. Hiey belong to the category of 
motmes with which the prophets ui^d npon their contempora- 
ries the great objects of their mission, namely, that of keeping tiie 
people in a right political, moral, and religious condition. They 
are the application of the doctrine of an earthly retribution to the 
particular condition and circumstancea of the community in the 
time of the prophet. See Is. i. 19, &c.; Jer. vii. 3, &c., xxi. 
1-9. 

The practical character and aim of the predictions in rela- 
tion to the contemporaries of the prophet arc also seen in those 
cases in which evil is threatened Israel from foreign nations, with 
which they were, or wished to be, in alliance. The design was to 
withdraw or deter Israel from impolitic alliances, dangerous to 
religion, by threatening evil or destruction from the nation 
from which the rulers were seeking aid, or the advantages of an 
alliance. 

The same practical character and aim are evident in predic- 
tions of prosperity. The design was to keep the people in grate- 
fid dependence npOn Jehorah ; to inspire patient submission 
under tlie temporary chastisement or trials which were to end in 
good ; to comfoil; and encourage them, so that, though humbled, 
they should never waver or doubt in regard to the benevolent 
designs of God toward tlie posterity of Abraham. 
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So in those predictions in -which calamity or dpstrucljon ia 
threatened to foreign nations, such as Egypt, Babylon, Tyre, &c., 
there Ja in general a practical object in reference to the people of 
God. It is to encourage them when forei^ nations assume a 
threatening aspect; see la. x. S, &c., xxx. 27, &c. xxxi. I, &c. 
Hab. ii. ; partly to deter them from untheocratic alliances, Is xx. 
5, &e., XXX. 3, &C.; partly to console tliem under the injustice and 
oppree^on which they have suffered. Is. xxi. 1, te. xlrii. ; Bzek. 
xxv.-xxxT. ; Jer. 1., li. ; and partly to make the people feel their 
dependence on Jehovah hy exhibiting his righteous judgments. 

From the nature of the case, the prophets could not be guided 
by the principle of retribution in predictions of prosperity and 
blessedness, so much as in predictions of woe. It is only in a 
very qualified sense that any people, much less so perverse a peo- 
ple as the Jewish is represented to have been, can be sidd lo 
merit blessings from Jehovah. Still there is some regard to this 
principle, inasmuch as the prophets scarcely ever predict pros- 
perity, unless it is preceded by "righteousness. See Is. xliii. 26; 
Ezek. xxxvi. 25, &c. Sometimes the piety of the fathers, or prom- 
ises made to the fathers, seem to he the grounds of predictions of 
prosperity. Is. sxxvii. 35 ; Mc. vii. 20. Hence it is that denun- 
ciations of woe are generally, and sometimes by a very rapid tran- 
sition, followed by pronuses of peace, favor, and glory. See Amos 
ix. 11; Mic. iv. 1-10, and very numerous passages of the same 
kind elsewhere. 

Thus it appears that the principle of an earthly retribution lies 
at the foundation of most of the predictions, hut with some qualifi- 
cations and limitations. 

Another important remark is, that the prophets whose genuine- 
ness is undoubted, when they make definite predictions, introduc- 
ing the names of persons, nations, cities, &e., keep within the 
sphere of human vision, and direct attention to those nations to 
which the vision of a Hebrew politician would naturally be di- 
rected Their prpdictions are conformed to the political horizon 
of tl e r f mie an 1 a e defin te an 1 expl c t n the same degree in 
wh ! the c rcumstan es of the f me alFord lear indications of 
com n e ents Tl \ n Hos a a 1 L h bring chiefly to 

wtIA IhutotliBIl nians also, who 
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Xii INTEODUCTIOH. 

were in Ua Jay mediUiting a separaUon from the Assyrians. 
Later prophets, as Habakkuk, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, iitter pre- 
dictions relating to tlie Chaldeans Tvho destroyed the Assyrian 
monarchy. Ezekiel even mentions lie Scythians, under the 
names of Gog and Magog. 

It in evident, not only that the preceding propositions are true, 
but also that in this way alone their predictions would be of any 
value, or have any influence with their contemporarira, the read- 
ers or hearers to whom they were addressed. Had the prophets 
predicted calamity as coming flrom a monarch of whose name they 
had never heard, or from nations beyond the sphere of Jewish 
knowledge or interest, or from nations which had little or no 
power to inflict injury upon them, it is pliun that their predic- 
tions would have been disregarded and have been followed by no 
pi'actical effects. They never predict calamity from very small 
or very remote nations, from which nothing was to be feared. 
Such predictions could have no more been expected to influence 
the Jews, than the prediction of desbniction to our country at the 
present day from India or Japan could be expected to influence 
us. In order that their predictions might excite any interest, or 
produce any effei,t, it was necessary that thi,y shotdd liave a cer- 
tain degi-ee of probdbiht\ in the mmds of the people 

I now come to the question how far the prediction? of the 
prophets nere venfied b) events nr fulfilled, and if fulfilled, 
whether in such a minner is to aflbrd evidence of miraculous 
fuieknowkdge in the prophets 

Before the etammation of particulii cases, one or two pre- 
liminary observations are to be made The prophets e-^preosly 
state many of their predictions tti be conditional suspended on 
the conduct of those whom they addiessed This is imphed in 
the principle on which most oi them are founded, namely, the 
principle of Divine letnbution See Jer sun 7-10, Jer -v^ii 
IG- 19 It folbws, then that every ea^e of the non liilfiJment of 
a prediction is not a proof of enor on the part of the prophet, 
because the prediction was conditional, and there may have been 
a re&mialion in the people which averted the predicted calamity. 

On the other hand, every fulfilment of a prediction is not a 
proof of infallibility or miraculous foreknowledge Many events 
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may be predicted by human sagacity, m 1 1 tin n tt uses of 
events, and on the cireumatances Jq wli h n ib re placed. 
Such men as Edmund Burke, John Adam and th rs men of 
genius and sagacity, having their pat t mind tinually 

intent upon all the political signs in thei h n n ha m de very 
remarkable predictions. In order to pro m 1 f knowl- 
edge, the event predicted must be clearly beyond th Lmits of 
human sagacity and calculation. In ord t p su h fore- 

knowledge, the event must also be fulfill d n th w y and man- 
ner expected by the writer. For instance, :f it should be now 
predicted that London is, at a future day, to be destroyed by 
the French, it would not be a miraculous fulfilment of the pre- 
diction, if, some centuries hence, (hat city should be destroyed by 
the Kussians, or by the gradual operation of natural causes. It 
would be safe to predict of many cities that they would come to 
an end in some way, and some time or other. 

How then was it with the predictions of the Hebrew prophet* ? 
Were they fulfilled in such a manner as to imply miraculous fore- 
knowledge ? The only way to arrive at a correct answer is to 
examine every particular prediction, and the circumstances under 
which it was made, in order to perceive wbat indications of the 
event might ha\e been pieaent to the mind of the writer, and, 
secondly, to examine history, to see how far events correspond to 
his language. Our limits will not allow i:s Ifl examine all the 
predictions of the prophets. I will take two or three of tive moat 
remarkable, and endeavor to proceed without perverting the 
meaning of the prophetic writers, or falsifying the facts of history, 
nationalistic interpretation, wlion emjjloyed in the interest of 
apologetic theology, ought to be at least as odious as when 
employed in the interest of physical or metaphysical philosrj/hy. 
A prediction which will at once occur to the reader o' tha 
Scriptures is that agwnit Babylon. It is found in Is. joii,, ihr., 
xsi. 1-10, sl.-kvi., and in Jer. I., li. In Is. xiii. I7-)'l wo 

'■ BehoW I stir up ngainsl them llie Medas, 
Who make no scoount of silver, 
And as to gold, they do not regard it. 

And on tha frnit of the womb they slioJl li«ve no ccmps»,W 
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Their eye sliall not pity tlie children. 

So sliall Babylon, the glory of kingdoms 

The proud ornament of the Chaldoana, 

Be Uke Sodom and Gomorrah, which God OTOrthroW 

It shall never more be inhabited; 

Nor shall it be dwelt in throngh all generationB. 

Nor shall the Arabian pitch his tent there. 

Nor shall shepherds make their folds there. 

But there shall the wild boaats of the desert lodge, 

And owla shall fill their hooaes; 

And ostriches shall dwell there, 

And satyrs shall dance there. 

Wolves shall howl in their pahtces, 

And jackals in their pleasant ediftces. 

Her time is near, 

And her days shall not be prolonged." 

la ch. xlv. 1, Cyras is mentioned bj- name as the leader of the 
Medes and Persians agiunst Babylon. 

Bow if this prediction, contaiued ia what is called the Book of 
laaiah, really proceeded from the prophet Isaiah, the son of AmoB, 
it would present a somewhat difficult problem. For in that case 
it would have been written about two hundred years before the 
capture of Babylon by Cjrua, and at a time when tlie Medes 
could not have been w^arded as dangerous to the Babylonian 
monarchy. At any rate, it could not have been foreseen by 
any human inteUigence that Cyrus the Persian should lead the 
Medes against Babylon. If, therefore, it could be proved to sataa- 
faetion that this pi-ediction wai written about two hundred years 
before the capture of Babylon by Cj-rus, it would be unp<^.ble 
to explain on the ground of mere human infeUigence, how Isaiah 
could have foreseen so much as he did respecting Cyrus and the 
Medes But if miraculous knowledge be supposed, it would be 
equaUy difficult to e^pbin how it was, that, in the most important 
particulare relating to this event, he was in error. The writer of 
the prediction, after the utmost allowance is made for figurative 
)an«ua"e, plainly supposed that Babylon would be totaUy destroyed 
by the Medes under Cyrus. Now the destruction of that great city 
1^ taken place. So far the prediction was ftilfilled m some de- 
iii-ee as every one knows. But this destruction was not effected 
at the time, nor by tlic iustturaents, which Uie writer had in mmd. 



Hcssdb, Google 



INTKODUCTION, XT 

CyruK took the city ivithout trouble, but lie neither battered down 
the walls,* nor put the inhabitants tothesword. He did not even 
injure it; but made it bis winter residence during his reign, as the 
third city in the Persian empire, the next after Suaaand Eebatana. 
It was not till fifty yeara after the time of Cyrus that the walls of 
Babylon were beaten Aowa in consequence of a rebellion against 
Darius Hystaspis-f Xerxes afterwards plundered the temple of 
Belus. But the city stiU continued to flourish, so that Alexander 
the Gi-eat, when he took the city about two hundred years after 
the time of Cyrus, and four hundred after that of Isidah, found it 
full of the riches of the East. After his time it seems to have 
gradually declined, and to have been brought to ruin not so much 
by sudden destruction as by the building of other cities, especially 
the city of Seleucia by Seleucus. About one hundred and thirty 
years before Christ it was taken possesion of by the Parthians. 
According to Quintus Curtius, about one fourth part of it was 
inhabited in his time. Now this gradual ruin of Babylon many 
hundred years after the time of the prediction above quoted is 
not what was in the mind of the writer when he made it. His 
preijicfion is of the utter destruction of the city by the Medes 
under Cyrus ; of the putting most of the inhabitants to the sword, 
and of the captivity of others. So that, supposing the prediction 
to have come from Isaiah, one part of it implies miraculous pre- 
science, and tiie other contradicts such a supposition. 

But the truth is, that there is no sufficient evidence that the 
predictions concerning the destruction of Babylon eame from the 
prophet Isaiah. On the contrary it appears to me susceptible of 
demonstration that Is. xl.-Uvi. was written by a genuine prophet, 
the most eminent of all the prophets in religious inaght, only a 
short time before tlie return of the Jews from the exile in Baby- 
lon. And though the arguments which make it appear that ch. 
xiii., xiv., and xxi. were written at about the same time are not so 
strong as in the case of ch. x!.-lxvi., they are such as have left no 
doubt in the minds of the most impartial and learned inquirers.^ 
The predictions, then, were written when it eould have been 
learned by a careful observer of what was going on, that the Medes 

J See the GDmmenbirlcs ci[ Geiieiuiis, RosttUDueller, Knnlwl, Ewiild, lllteig, till. 
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were about to invade Babylon, and ivhen it was probable tliat ao 
fierce a people would take the city, and would not take it without 
destroying it. In this last particular, the unknown prophet and 
Jeremiah were in error, aa also in regard to the general way lo 
whieh Babylon was to come to an end. 

Another remarkable prediction, which oceurs in several of the 
prophets, is that i^ainst Edom. Her complete destruction is pre- 
dicted in the most emphatic terms, and with a great variety of 
images of desolation. Is. sxxiv., Ixiii. ; Ezek. xxxt. ; Amoai. 11, 
12; Obadiah. It is said, 

"Her Etreams eliall be chargod into pitch, 

And her whole land shall become burning piteli. 

Day and night it shall not be quenched ; 

HersmoliB shall ascend forever." — Is. xssiv. B, 10. 
From a comparison of the passages in which this prediction 
occurs, it is evident that the prophets expected it to be ftillilled 
about the time of the return of the Israelites from the captivit}-, 
when they should be in the highest degree of prosperity. Now the 
destmctjon of Edom as a nation has taken place, as has that of 
many other nations, including the Jewish. But when the pi-oph- 
ets made the prediction of such a sudden, entire, and perpetual 
desolation, they could not have foreseen that the Edomites would 
retain their couri^ and enterprise in the time of the prophet 
Malachi (see cb. i. 4), several hundred years after the predictions, 
or that the Edomites would one day be miited to the Jews as a. na- 
tion (Jos. Ant. xiii. 9. 1), or that Herod, an Edomite, would become 
king of the holy people. So great are tJie difficulties in regard to 
the prediction concerning Edom, that some interpreters, such as 
J. D. Miehaelis, suppose it is yet tfl be fulfilled. Some also sup- 
pose Edom to denote Homo, even Christian Rome. 

Another interesting prediction in the Old Testament is that 
concerning Tyre by Ezekiel, in ch. xxvi. It is very explicit. 
The devastation and plunder of the city were to he completo, and 
were to he effected by a particular king, Nebuchadnezzar. Thn 
si^e, the taking of the city, the quantity of plunder, &c., are all 
described. " For thus saith the Lord Jehovah : Behold, I will 
bring against Tyre Nebucbadnezzai-, king of Babylon, a king of 
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lings fivam the North, with Lorsea, and with chariots, and with 
horsemen, and a vast roultitude of people. Thj- daugliters upon 
the land Bhal! he slay with the sword ; and he shall set a tower 
ao-ainst thee, and cast up a mount f^ainst thee, and lift up the 
buckler i^ainst thee j and his batteiing rams shall be eet agiunst 
thy walls, and tliy towers shall lie break down with axes. By 
reason of the great number of his horses, their dust shall cover 
thee ; thy walls shall shake at the noise of the horsemen, and of 
the wheels, and of the chariots, when he entereth into thy gates, 
ea men enter into a city that is broken through. With the hoofi 
of his horsea shall he tread down all thy streets ; thy people he 
shall slay with the sword ; and the idols of thy strength shall fall 
to the ground. And they shall make a spoil of thy riches, and 
make a prey of thy merchandise ; and they shall break down thy 
walls, and destroy thy beautiful houses; and thy stones and thy 
timber and thine earth shall they lay in the midst of the waters. 
And I will cause the noise of thy songs to cease, and the sound 
of thy harps shall be no more heard. And I will mate thee like 
a ndted rock ; thou shalt be a place to spread nets upon ; thou 
shalt be built no more ; for I, Jehovah, have spoken it, saith the 
Lord Jehovah." There is no question here as to the authorship 
of the passage, or the time when the prediction was made. Here, 
too, there was a fulfilment of one point in it. Tyre has been 
destroyed at some time, and in some way. But there is no evi- 
dence that it was destroyed at the time, in the way, and by the 
person indicated in the prediction. There Is no evidence that 
Nebuchadnezzar took the city, but rather much reason to believe 
the reverse. Heeren, in his Eesearches into the Polities, &c. of 
the Asiatic Nations, says that " Tyre had to defend itself against 
Nebuchadnezzar during a siege of thirteen years ; but that in 
reality he eier took it or deatroied it as is commonly asserted, 
there is nn historical proof And in a note he says : " The cap- 
tare nf T^re by Nebuchalnezzar it. confirmed by no Phcenician 
or Greek writer It rests on the prediction of Ezekiel alone. 
But a later oracle of the same prophet xxis. 18, shows that the 
attempt tc sub lue It fa led (Heeien Vol. II. p. 11.) The sub- 
sequent prediction m Ezekiel to which Ilceren refers is found in 
ch. xxix. 18-20, tlie plain meaning of which is, that Nibuchad- 
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nezzar did not succeed in takiii^ Tyre and getting plunder irom 
it, and that therefore he shoull get hia wiges liom the plunder 
of Egypt EzeHel must then hdTe been ni enoi m lua predic- 
tion concerning Tyre. What he predicted was a very prob- 
able event, considering the powtr of NebuLhadnezz-u Ihat the 
Tyrians should be able to sustain a siege of more than thirteen 
years was not to have been expected. But when the prophet un- 
dertook to predict a contingent event with precision and confi- 
dence, he went beyond hie depth, and was disappointed. 

Similar results would follow an examination of the prediction 
of the return of the Israelites from the captivity at Babylon and 
the subsequent glory of the nation. Is. xl. -Ixvi., Jer. xxxi. 4-15, 
when compared with Jewish history. The same remark also 
applies to Ezekiel's prediction concerning Egypt, ch. xxix,, xxx., 
zxxii., and fo others wliich might be adduced. 

From a view of all the cases which have been examined, and I 
think the same result would follow an examination of all the pre- 
dictions in the writings of the prophets except those post evealum 
in the ungenuine Book of Daniel, it is clear, — 1. That they were 
not written after the event predicted; for, in this case, they 
■would have been made to correspond more nearly with the facts 
of history. 3. Tlie sincerity and good faith of the prophets are 
apparent in all their predictions. They were guided by the doc- 
trine of an earthly retribution in human aiFairs, and bj tl e ndi 
cations which their political horizon afforded in regird to com ng 
changes. They often manifest a high degree of pcnetrat on nto 
futurity as men of genius and sagacity, having tl e r patr t tit, 
minds continually strained to discern all the pol t cal changes 
which might affect the people of Jehovali, and insp red h> thit 
holy spirit which God gives to all who seek it aright That some 
of their predictions foiled of fulfilment, resulted ftom their having 
made declarations too circumstantial and particular in regard to 
the special designs of the Deity. They were right in thdr gen- 
eral principles, that under the government of God righteousness 
exalteth a nation, and that sin brings ruin on a people and on 
individuals. But when they undertook to tell the time when, 
and the manner how, the retributions of Heaven would be accom- 
plished in regard to a particular nation, or individual, they erred, 
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aa all must or when they undertake to predict particular eontlii- 
gent fotnre eTents. Their faculty was the faculty of foreboding, 
not of objeetJve sight, and it was fallible. The predicljona are 
tlear. ffislory is also clear and inexorable. The prophets are aa 
instructive and valuable as God meant they should be. And why 
Eliould we undertake to be wiser than Omniscience ? Why try to 
make history conform more nearly to the predictions of the Jew- 
ish prophets than the providence of God has made it? Surely 
He knows how to make his truth previul in the world, and estab- 
lish his empire in the hearts of men, without the aid of human 
artifices and inventions, such as may be found in abundance in 
elaborate Biblical commentaiies, and in books of travels. 

" Will ye Epeak falsehood for God? 
Will ye utter deceit for bini? 
Will ye be partial to his person? 
Will ye contapd earnestly for God ? 
Will it be well for you, ifheaenroh you thoronghly? 
Cim ye deceive him, as one may deceive a man ? 
Surely he will rebuke you, 
Ifyeseoretiy have rsEpecti to persons." — Job xiil. T-10. 

One class of predictions remains to be considered, distinguished 
from those which have been thus far discussed both by the nature 
of the subject and by their influence upon the theology of the 
Cliristian Church, namely, the Messianic predictions. I hardly 
know how to speak of this subject with sufficient brevity for this 
Introduction. And yet I cannot pass over it without trying to 
give the intelligent reader the means of arriving at correct views. 
It will be well to consider the origin, nature, and fulfihnent of the 
Mpssianic predictions. 

I. Their ori^n. In a large sense such predictions may be said 
to arise out of the nature of man, and to be peculiar to no particu- 
lar nation. What may be called the Messianic idea arises out of 
the dissatisfaction which in every age has been experienced with 
the present condition of society in connection with faith in the 
government of a benevolent Deity. In all ^esmen have felt that 
society was not what it ought to he, and what it might be, if men 
had the right spirit, and would do and be what they ought to da 
and be. Now with fiith iu a God of infinite benevolence, liow 
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natural is it for tlie imf^nation to picture such a state of society 
in the future ; to look to LSvine Providence for such a regeneration 
of humanity as shall lay the foundation of a kingdom of God upon 
earth, — the restoration of all things to the true condition designed 
by the Creator. Such a golden age has been anticipated hy sev- 
eral of the ancient classical writer, and in various religious sys- 
tems. Such an age is longed for and predicted by various classes 
of reformei-s at the present day. The feeling on wliich such an- 
ticipations are founded is alluded to by the Apostle Paul, when he 
says (Bora. viii. 19, &c.), that " the creation is ewnesdy expecting 
the manifestation of the sons of God " ; and that " the creation 
was made subject to vanity in the hope that it would be delivered 
from its bondage to corruption into tte freedom of the glory of 
the sons of God." 

We may go further We may maintain that tiie anticipation 
of an individual Mesriah has its root in universal human nature. 
We not only feel a dissatisfaction with the present condition of 
society, butwith the character of every individual in society; yea, 
with our own character as degenerate and imperfect. Bo one 
fully expresses in bis life his ideal conception of what a man ought 
to be. No one acts and Uves in perfect harmony with the holy 
voice within him. Thus there arises within us the ideal of a per- 
fect man, — of one whose whole manner of thinking, feeling, and 
acting is in perfect harmony with the spirit of Gtod ; that is, we 
fown tiie idea of the Messiah of God. But as we cannot find such 
a Messiah around os or within us, it is natural to look for him 
in the same future in which we looked for the regeneration of 
society. From such a future perfect man it would be natural ta 
look for the regeneration of society, at least in certain ages of the 
world, when abstract principles are not distincliy apprehended 
and their power understood. For we learn from observation how 
much the improvement of society and the advancement of intel- 
lectual and moral light have depended on gifted individuals, who 
from time to time have appeared on the earth. From this view it 
appears that the coming of such a person as Jesus was not only, m 
some sense, a fulfilment of the expectations of the Jews, but of 
" the desire of nations." 

The Messianic idea was however developed in a very high 
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degree, and in a, peculiar form, among tlio Jews. This happened 
from the same reason that the spirit of prophecy, in general, on all 
subjects to which it applied itself, was developed in a far higher 
degree than among other nations. But from the preceding re- 
marks it will he perceived that the Messianic predictions of the 
Hebrew prophets are not so peculiar and anomalous as they have 
sometimes been suppMed to be. 

The Messianic predictions originated lessimmediateiyinideasof 
earthly retribution, and were less suggested by the ciroamstancea 
of the times, than the other predictions of the Hebrew prophela. 
They partook moro of an ideal character than common predic- 
tions, and sprung more from the general faith of the nation as the 
peculiar people of God, and from the geaeral convictions and spirit 
of the prophets. Tt will be found, however, that the Messianic 
predictions, as well as those relating to other subjects, always had a 
practical object with reference to the contemporaries of the writ- 
ers, and were not designed by their authors for the special use of 
distant ages. They always had the practical object of reviving 
the drooping spirits of the nation in calamitous times, of keeping 
the people from despair of help from their Godj and thus from 
casting off their faith and trust in him. 

We now come to the inquiry what the Messianic predictions of 
the Jewish prophets were. It will be convenient to consider, — 
1. What was the glorious state of things in the future, which they 
predicted ; and 2. What was the instrumentality by which it was 
tfl be effected. Under the first head we may make a subdivision 
of the prophetic expectations; — I. The purely religious ; 2. The 
political and religious united. 

L The general religious expectations, or predictions. Thesewere 
founded on tie correct view that truth has an almighty power, and 
must finally obtain a triumphant and universal dominion over the 
minds of men. The prophets were convinced of the truth and 
power of their reli^on, and hence of its tendency to extend itself 
beyond the bounds of their own nation. Conseqnently they could 
not fail of entertaining the firm expectation that the time would 
come when every form of idolatry should perish, and give place to 
faith in the true God, and thus the religion of Israel be received 
by all the heathen nations. Among passages of this import are 
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Is. xTiii. 7, &o., where it is predicted that the Ethiopians, whose 
country was regarded as one of the remotest from Palestine, should 
bring presents to the temple of Jehovah at Jerusalem. 

"Atlhat time shall gifts Tje brought to Jehorah of hosts 
From a people tiill end fair, 

From a people torribla from the first and onward, 
A mighty, viotoriona nation, 
Whose land is divided by rivers. 
To the dwelling-place of Jehovah of hosts, to Mount Zion." 

In la, ixiii. 17, 18, the same tiling is predicted of the Tynans, 
viz. that their wealth should be consecrated to the service of Jeho 
vah at Jerusalem. 

"But her ealn xad her hire shall ba holy to Jehovah, 
It shall not ba treasured, nor laid up in store ; 
But it shall be for tharn that dwell before Jehovah 
For abundant food and for splendid clothing." 

In Is. xix. 19-21, the same thing is predicted of Egypt. 

" In that day shall there be five cities in the land of Egypt 
Speaking the language of Canaan 
And swearing by Jehovah of hosts; 
One of them shall be called the City of the Sun. 
Thus shall Jehovah be made known to Egypt, 
And the EgypOans shall know Jehovah in that day. 
And shall offer to him sacrifices and oblations ; 
They shall make vows to Jehovah and perform them." 

This confident expectation of the acknowledgment of Jehovah 
as the fme (Jod, in other words, of the extenaon and estabiish- 
ment of the kingdom of Heaven among men, is carried still further 
by some of the later prophets. Thus, Zcph. ii. 11 : — 
"Jehovah will be terrible against thems 
For he will destroy all the gods of the earth 
And befora him shall worship, every one from his place. 
All the islands of the nations." 
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From beyond tlic rirera of Etiiiopia 

Mj suppliants, the eonsof my dispersed ones, Blia!l briEg my offering." 

So in Jw. iii. 17: — 

" Voe tben shall Jerusalem be called the throne of Jehomb, 
Ami h1] the imtiona shitU resort to It ; 
They shall resort to Jehovah, to Jerusalem, 
And Ehall no mora walk after the perverseness of their evil hearts." 

s mliox-i 19- 'l Zucli Tin 20-23, xiv.IG. 

Ijut jerliaps tlie 'Jtrnnoent and purest hopes of th m rsal 
=p r(, 1 1 oi the rel jioa of Jcl ovali are expressed by an k wn 
J ] 1 t n relij, ]us ins ght the most distinguished f ail the 
I plietf who trot« a short lime before the close of th 1 t 
B il Ion and whose work has been erroneously ascribed t Isai h. 
Thus, Is. slii. 1,4: — 

" Behold my servnut, whom I uphold. 
My chosen, iu whom mv soul delighteth ; 
I have put my spirit upon him; 

He shall cause laws to go forth to the nations 

He shall not fail, noc becomo weary. 

Until be shall have established justice in the earth. 

And distant nations shall wait for his law," 

So in xlix. G : — 

" He said. It is a small thing that thou shouldst be my servant 
. To raise np Uie tribes of Jacob, 
And to restore the preserved of Israel ; 
1 will also make thee the tight of the nations, 
That my salvation may reach the ends of the earth." 

SoinU. 4: — 

" For a law shall proceed from me, 
And I will establish my statutes for the light of the nations." 

Soe also bt. 6, 6, and Ixvi. 18 - 23. 

In all the preceding passages it is predicted that all the nations 
shall be united with Israel by a common religious feith, — by the 
knowledge and worship of Jehovah. Perhaps a certain degree of 
political superiority on tlie part of the Jews is implied in them, 
lint the predictions are probably as purely religious as Jews of 
the age wiien they were written could make. 
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n.. Having spoken of the puruly religious and moral expeeta- 
ikmn of the prophets relating to the period which may he called 
Messianic, I come now to those of a temporal nature, i.e. those 
in ■which a national, political, or physical element is mingled with 
the reli^ous and moral. A lover of truth will not ignore any part 
of the predictions of the prophets. 

I will, however, first apeak of the state of things which accord- 
ing to the prophets would immediately precede the Messianic 
times. It was to be a time of national purification and reforma- 
tion, hrought about by the retributive judgments of God. The 
people were to become righteous before they became prosperous. 
Thus Jer. iii. 12, 13, 14, &c.: — 

" Return, rebellioua Israel, saith Jeliovab 1 

I will not turn a frowning fHcfl upon yon ; 

Thongii I hava rsjeoted you, 

Yet will I receive yoo again, 

One from a city and two fKiiij b, nation, 

And I will bring yon to Zion." 

This work of national purification and reformation is represent- 
ed as being brought about by Jehovah's inflicting punishment on 
his people by means of heathen nations, through which he destroys 
the incorri^bly wicked from the midst of his people, and brings 
the remtdnder to a better mind. Thus, Is. i. 25, 26 : — 

" And I will again turn my hand toward thee. 
And wholly purge away thy dross. 
And take away all thy alloy. 
And I will restore thea judges, as at the first, 
And connsellors, as at the beginning. 
Thou shalt be called the city of righteousness, the faithful city." 

So,ch.iv.2-6: — 

"In that day shall the Increase of Jehovah be glorious and honorable. 

And the fruit of the land exoellant and beautiful. 

For tliem that have escaped of lerael. 

And all that are left in Jerusalem, 

Shall be called holy; 

When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, 

And have removed the blood of Jerusalem from the midst of her. 

By a spirit of judgmant and a spirit of destruction, 
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Then shall Jehorali orenta upon the whole extont of mount Zion, and upoc 

her places of aBsambly, 
A cloud and emoks by day, 
And the brightness of a flaming fire by night; 
Yea, for all that is glorious there shall be a Ehelter; 
There shall be a tent by day for a shadow from the heat, 
And for a refuge and Bhelfet from tlie storm and rain." 

To the disciplinary punishmenta by which the Jewish natJon 
was to be prepared for its condiljon of blessedness and glory, the 
exile at Babylon belongs. In this exile the chastised people would 
repent of tbeir transgressions and turn to Jehovah with their 
whole hearts. Thiia, Jer. xxiv. 5 - 7 : " Thus sdth Jehovah, the 
God of Israel : As these good figs, so wiU I regard the captives of 
Judah, whom I have sent out of thk place into the land of Choldea 
for their good ; and I will bring them agiun to tliis land ; and I 
will build them up, and not pull them down ; and I will plant them, 
and not pluck them up. And I will give them a heart to know 
me, that I am Jehovah; and they shaU be my people, and I will 
be tbeir God ; for they shall return to me with their whole heart." 
See also xxix. 10-14, L 5; Is. xl. — Ixvi; Ezek. vt. 8-10, sx 
38; Zeph. iii. 9-13. 

The prophets after the captivity still retain the expectation of 
the purification o£ the Jewish nation before the Messianic times 
by the chastising judgaenta of God. Mai. iii. 1-3, 

In regard ta the time when tiie glorious Messianic state of the 
Jewish nation should commence, the prophets do not appear ta 
have definite views. It is represented as following the purifying 
judgments of God on the nation at no distant period. Differei* 
prophets have different tunes in view at no great distance in their 
ownibture. Thus Isaiah, Jeremiah, the unknown author of Is. xL 
— Ixvi.," Malachi, the author of the Book of Daniel, who lived in 
different periods, some of them in periods distant from each other, 
evidently r^ard the Messianic future as equally near to their own 
time. Isdahiv. 2 -5, and especially viii.l — ix. 7 seems to expect 
it soon after a hostile invasion which was threatened in his time. 
But Jeremiah • and the misnamed Isaiah f expect it to succeed the 
retm-n from the captivity at Babylon, so as to belong to the same 
current of events. But Malachi, who wrote long aiier the return 
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from the captivity, still expects it at no distant penoil, and the 
author of the Book of Daniel, who wrote about 175 A. C^ espeeta 
it to follow iiiiraodiately the death of Antioehus Epiphanes. 

Having spoken of what was immediately to precede the Mes- 
sianic period, and of the time when the propheta expected it to 
arrive, I now come to speak of the Messianio state itself, with ref- 
erence to its national, political and physical characteristics. The 
prophets all unite in describing it as an inexpressibly happy and 
glorious temporal condition of the Jewish nation with respect to 
its government, its internal concerns, and its foreign relatione. 
How any one can read the Hebrew prophets and not come to this 
conclusion would be an utter mystery to me, did I not know that 
the exploded doctrine of an allegorical sense affeeta the interpre- 
tations of many expositors who have nominaily abandoned it. 

1. The prophets set forth that the remnant left in Judea shall 
be the stem or nucleus of a flourishing state, to which accessions 
shall- be made by the return of the exiled Israelites from all qiiai^ 
ters of the earth. See Is. iv. 2, 5, 6, vi. 13. Micah vii. 11, 12 

" The day oomBth when thy walls are to ba boilt ; 
In that day shall the decree bo far leinOTad. 
In that day shall they come to thee 
From Assyria and the cities of Egypt, 
And from Egypt to the river. 
From sea to eea. Scorn mountain to mouulain." 

ubealaoii. 12; Amos ix. 11-15; Is. xl 11, &c., xlix. 9-12; Jer. 
xxiii. 7-8, xxix. 14, xxxii. 37-44; Ezek. xxxvii. 21 - 25. 
■ 2. It is predicted that the extent and population of the renovat- 
ed nation shall ba very great- Thus, Is. liv. 1 : — 

"Sing, thou barren, Ihat didst not bearl 
Break forth Into siiigiiig, and shout for joy, thou that wast not in trafaill 
For more arc the children of the desolate. 
Than of the married woman, saith Jehovah. 
Kiilnrga the place of thy tent, 

And let the canopy of thy habitation ba extended! 
Spare nnt; lengthen thy cords. 
And make fast thy stakes 1 

For on the right bond and on the left shalt tbou bnrat forth with inoreaaei 
And Uiy posterity BhaU inherit the naiions, 
Aud people the desolate cities." 
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See also xlbc. 19-21; Ezek. xsxvi. 37, 38; ZecB. viii. 4,5. 

3. The internal political condition of the nation shall be one of 
vlie highest prosperity and glory. See Is. xi., xii. ; Ezefc. axxvli. 
22, &c; Jer. iii. 18. 
4 The moral and religious condition of the nation shall be in 

tlie highest degree satisfactory. Thus, Is. xxsii. 15 : 

" Until the spirit be poured upon ub from on high, 
And the wilderness become a fruitftU field. 
And the fruitful field be esteemed a forest. 
Then shall jnatiee dwell In the wilderness. 
And righleousnesB in the fruitful field. 
And the effect of righteousness shall be peace. 
And the fruit of rightsonsness quietness and secnrity foraver ■' 
See also liv. 13, lix. 21. i. Ix. 18, 21 saTs: — 

" Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, 
Wasting or destmetlon within thj bordersj 
Thou ahalt call thy walla Solvation, 
And thy gates Praise. 
Thy people shail be all righteous," &o, 
Jer. xxxi. 31-34: — 
" Behold, the days come, aalth Jehovah, 
That I will make with the bouse of Israel, 
And with the boose of Judah, a new covenant! 

But this is the covenant which I wiU malie with the house of Israalj 
After those days, saith Jehovah, I will put my law into their inward parts, ■ 
And upon tlieir hearts will I write it; 
And I will be their God, 
And they ahsll be my people. 
And they shall teach no more, 

Every man bis neighbor, and every man his brother. 
Saying, Know Jehovah ! 
For they shall all know me. 

From the least of them even to the greatest of them, saith Jehovah " 
See also Joel ii, 28, 29. 

S. The physical condition of the country shall be in the highest 
degree favorable. The prophets seem to labor for expressions by 
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■whicli to set forth its state of more tlian paradisiacal felicity. 
Thus, Joel iii. 18: — 

" In that day shall tlie mountains drop down new wiqh, 
And the hilie shall flow with roilk, 
And all the Btraams of Judah shall flow with water." 
See also Zech. xiv. 8. Is. xxx. 25, 26 says : — 
" And on evorj lofty nionntain, 
And on every high hill, 
Shall bo brooks and streams of water. 
Then shall the light of the moon be as the light of the aun, 
And the light of the sun shall be sevenfold. 
As the light of seven days." 
See also Is. xli. 18; Jer. xxxi. 12; Ezek. xxxiv. 27, 29; Amos 
ix. 13; Is. lx.,!xi.,lxT. 17-25. 

6. The political condition of Israel with respect to foreign na- 
tions shall be in the highest degree satisfactory. They shall no 
more be under the yoke of oppression from abroad. Is. ix. 3, i ; 
Ezek. xxxiv. 28, xxxvi. 15; Joel iii. 17; Is, liv. 17. So far from 
being molested or oppressed by foreign nations, Israel shall in the 
Messianic times annex, make tributary, or destroy foreign nations 
on all Mdes, and to a great extent. Thus, Is. xi. 14 : — 

" But aiey shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines at the sea; IT 
Together shall they plunder the children of the Easti 
Edom and Moab shall be their prey, 
. And the sons of Ammon shall be subject to them." 
See also Joel iii. 9-17; Amos ix. 12; Obad. 19, 20; Zeph. ii. 9. 
Is. xlii. 2S says: — 

" Kings shall be thy nurBing fathers. 
And queens thy nursing mothers, 
And their faces shall tliay bow down before thee, 
And lick the dust of thy feet." 
Is. Ix. 11, 12 says: — 

" Thy gates shall be open continually! 
They shall not be shut by day or by night, 
Tliat the treasures of tlie nations may bo brought to thee. 
And that their kings may come with their retinaes. 
For that nation and that kingdom 
Which will not serve thee shall perish; 
Yea, those nations shall be utterly destroyed. 
See also Zech. xiv, 14. 
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There seema also to be predicted a signal daatruction of heathen 
nalJons which opposed iraeL See la. xxiv. 21 ; Ezek. xxviii. 26 ; 
Mic, V. 8, 9; Hi^. ii. 6. The most complete descriptions of this 
destruction of the nations seem to be in Joel, ch. iii., and Zech., 
Ch. xiv. 

7. The duration of the Happy state of things in the Messianic 
period of the Jewish nation was to be perpetual. See Jer. ssiv. 
6 ; Ezek, xsxvii. 25, Joel iii, 20 aajs ; — 

" But Jiidah shall be iuhiibiled forever, 

So Is. Ixi. 8. Mic. iv. 7 says : — 

"I will make the linlting a remnant, 
And the far ecattered a etrong nation ; 
And Jehorah shall reign over them in mount Zion, 
Henceforth even forever." 

So Jer. XTxii. 40. 

Such in a small compass is the picture which the prophets prft- 
sent of the happy and glorious temporal condition of the Jewish 
nation in the Messianic times, — a condition which was to endure 
foi-ever. Much more to the same effect might be quoted. That 
every line of these predictions of temporal felicity and glory to the 
Jewish nation is to be understood literally, cannot be maintained. 
For they were uttered by those who- were poeta as well aa proph- 
ets, In the most glowing state of feeling and ima^nation. Wo 
must expect therefore a certEun exuberance and ex^geration in 
their descriptions. We must read the prophets as poets, rather 
than as dogmatic theologians. Tp the province of poetry, per- 
haps, belongs the representation that the wild beasts are to be- 
come tame, that the stara are to shine brighter, that the light of 
the moon is to be as the light of the sun, and that Jehovah will 
create new heavens and a new earth. We may not be able in 
every case to draw the exact line between what the writers 
would have regarded as imaginative embellishment, and what as 
the express objects of their fkith. Common sense, however, ap- 
plied to their interpretation, will prevent Ircquent mistakes. But 
that the amount of the predictions of the prophets, as they and 
their contemporaries must have understood them, is to set forth a 
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flom-isliiiig and glorious condition of the Jewlali nation, a condition 
of righteouBness and peace, a condition of political prosperity and 
power, and a condition of superiority and triumpli over all other 
nations, seems to me so plain that he who opens his eyes may see 
it, and that he who runs may read it. If ive set aside the conscious 
meaning of the prophets, and regard their thoughts as mere types 
or preligurations of He future, of course they may denote one 
tiling in the tenth century, another in the sixteenth, another in 
the nineteenth, and another at some luture time. 

in. Haying now spoken of the pnrely moral and religious pre- 
dictions of the prophets, and of those in which a certain political 
element and a certain outward condition of the Jewish nation are 
introduced, I now come to speak of the instrumentality by which 
such a gbjrious future of the Jewish nation in hoth reapectB was to 
he effected. The prophets Joel, Zephaniah, Nahum, and Hahak- 
kuk aU predict tiie glorious future times called Messianic, hut do 
not indicate tiie particular human instrumentality by which they 
supposed It would be effected. 

The prophets Hosoa, Amos, Isfuah, Mleah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
and Zechariah represent a Jewish king as the instrument by which 
the glorious condition of tiie nation and of the worid was to be in- 
troduced. It may be that H^gai, iii. 20, &c., and Malachi should 
be added. This appears from the names which are applied to htm, 
the offices which he beais, and the work which be is said to per- 
form. Merely referring to Hosea iii. 5, and Amos ix. 11, which 
are not very full and free from doubt, the first clear and definite 
description of tlie future Messiah which, without allegorical inter- 
pretation, I find in the whole Old Testament, occurs in Is. is. 6. 
Here we read, that, after a time of great distress to the Jewish 
nation, Jehovah will bring them joy and peace by raising up to 
them a wise and mighty prince, who shall, by the help of God, es- 
tablish and extend his dominion over the house of David forever. 



And the government shell be upon h 
And he ih^l be called 
Wonderful, oouiisellor, mighty poten 
Everlnsliiig father, prince of paaoe ; 
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Ilis domioioa shall be great, 

And peace without end shaU be upoa the throne of David and his king- 
To fix and establish it 



The zeal of Jehovah of hosts will do this." 

This passage is at the close of a prediction of considerable 
lengtZi i and the plain meaning of the langui^ as describing a 
literal temporal king of the Jewisii nation is wholly favored hy the 
connection. All the epithets given to this personage are attri- 
butes of toyalty. Whun it is said that " to us," i. e. to the nation, 
" a child is bom," " a son is given," the meaning evidently is a 
child at tiie head of the nation, a royal child, a king's son. Thon 
it is said espi-essly, that " the government shall be upon his 
shoulder," i. e. the government of the Jewish nation, as the con- 
nection requires. Tlien follow epithets denoting his irisdom as a 
king. Mig/U;/ potentate, or mighty hod, (it is of no consequence 
which rendering is adopted,) denotes his power It is alao said 
tiiat he should be the everlaMing father, i e perpetual bencfac 
tor of his people, and llie priwe of peace, i e one who, hivin ' 
overcome the enemies of the state should be the author of pcate 
and prosperity. To understand the epitiiela of this passage m a 
spiritual sense is wholly inconsistent with its connection with tin. 
tonger passage of which it is the coutluaion 

Jn Is. xi. there is another stnkin^' description of the MesRnh, 
which evidently represents him as a king clothed with temporal 
power. See verses 1, 4, 10, 11, U Such mu-t ha>c been the 
toDceiition of the prophet. 

The nc\t prediction of the Messiah occurs in Is. sxxii., which 
begins, 

" Behold! a king shall reign m righteonsness 1 
And princes shall rale with equity," &o. 

Some have doubted whether this passage be a prediction of the 
Messiah. But it is generally supposed io be such, and, 1 think, 
correctly. The common version has for the caption of the cliap- 
fer, " TJie blessings of Christ's kingdom." But if the paasi^ re- 
late to the Mesaiah, the liret verse evidently describes Mm as a 
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temporal king. Such must haye been the oonception of the 
pi"ophet. 

The next passage descriptive of the Messiah in the order of 
time is a celebrated one ja Micah, who was a contemporary ot' 
Isaiah. See ch. v. 2, &c. 

" But tbOD, Bethlehem Ephratoh, 

Wiio art small to be amoDgthe thouaajida of Judah, 

OiiCofthee shall he come forth for me to be ruler In Ism^, 

Whose origin is from the aDcient age, from the days of old. 
4 He shall stand and rule in the strength of Jeljovah, 

In the majesty of Jehovah his God; 

And they shall dvrell in security; 

For ha shall he great even to the ends of the earth. 
6 And he shall be peace. 

When the Assyriiui shall come into our land, 

To trample on our palaces, &o. 
e Thosshall he deliver usfromtlie Assyrian when he cometh into oor land, 

And treadeth in onr borders." 

Of this passage it is sufficient to remark, that the coaiiection in 
nhich it stands supports the plain meaning of the language, which 
describes the Measiali as king of Israel, subduing, at the head of 
the nation, the Assyrians and other enemies. There is in Micah 
no other passage referring to the Messiah, unless it be ii. 13. If 
this refer to him, it is in perfect harmony with ch. v. 2, &e. 

The next prophet who has given a prediction of the Messiah is 
Jeremiah. In ch. xxiii. 6, after speaking of calamitous times of 
the Jewish nation, the prophet says : 

" Behold, the days are coming, saith Jehovali, 
Whe" 1 will raiiB ap from David a rightaous Bcanch, 
And a king shall reign and prosper. 
And shall maintain justice and equity in the laud. 
In his days Jndah shall be saved. 
And Israel shall dwell securely ; 
And this is the name which shall be given him, 
Jehovah-iB-our-salvttlion. " 

Now the rereea preceding and fdlowing this passage strongly 
confirm the plain meaning of the official and symbolical names 
given to the Messiah in thia passage. He is expressly called a 
king, and the offices of a king are ascribed to him. The symbol- 
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ical names "Branch" and " JehoTah-is-our-BalTation " are given 
him to denote that he was to he of the royal familj' of David, 
and that Jehovah would save or deliver the people of Israel from 
exile and other calamities by his instrumentality. Nothing occurs 
in the passage l^i show that the regal epithets applied fo him are 
to he understood in a. figurative or spiritual sense. It is only by 
all(^ricid interpretation that such a sense can he extracted from it. 
The only otier pass^e in Jeremiah which speaks of the Messiah 
isch. xxxiii. 14, &c.: 

" Behold, the days coma, saith JeJiovah, 
That I will perform that good thing 
Which I have spoken concerning the housa of Israel, 
And concerning the house of Jndah. 
In those days and at that time 

Will I cause to grow up from David a righteona Branch, 
Who shall maintain justice- and equity in the land ; 
In those days shall Judah be saved. 
And Israel shall dwell securely; 
And this is the name wliich shall be given her, 
Jehovah-is^onr-solvation.' ' 

This passage is somewhat less explicit than the last. But the 
symbolical names applied to tlie Messiah, as well as the literal 
term, "king," and the connection of the passage with what pre- 
cedes and follows, show that the prophet conceived of him as a, 
temporal king at the head of the Jewish nation, the author to it 
of temporal peace and prosperity. There is no other passage re- 
lating to the Messiah in Jeremiah. 

n w come to Ezekiel, who first speaks of the Messiah in ch. 
X u 3 24 : " And I will raise up one shepherd over them, and 
h h ed them, even my servant David ; he shall feed them, and 
h h be their, shepherd. And I, Jehovah, will be their God, 
an rvant David a prince among them." Who can doubt 

h h p ophet was here thinking of a literal king, who should - 
rule the Jewish nation in the spirit of David 7 In ch. xxsvii. 25, 
Ezekiel again predicts the Messiah, in language so similar to that 
of the last passage that I need not recite it. 1 am not aware that 
there is any other reference to the Messiali in Ezekiel. 

Tlie next prophet who speaks of the Messiah is Zechariah, ch. 
jii. S : '■ For, behold, I will cause to come my servant, the Branch." 
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The symbolic name " BrajicH " seems to be used to indicate a 
i-oyal descendant from the house of Dayid. Thia is confirmed by 
ch. Ti. 12,13: 

" BeholiI, It man whose nutne is the Branch, 

He shall spring up from his place, 

And he shall bnild thfl temple of Jehovah, 

And he shall bear the majeBty, 

And sic and rule upon liis tlirone, 

And tlie counsel of peace shall be between them both." 
NolJiing can be plainer than that the Messiah, as here described, 
was regarded by the prophet as a temporal king, who should build 
the temple of Jehovah, and promote the will of Jehovah by ad- 
vancing the peace of the Jewish people, uniting in his person the 
office of king and priest, as was sometimes the case with ancient 

The next pasiage is in ch. ix. 8-10: 

" And 1 will encamp about my house, as nboat a stToaghold, 
Against bim tliat passeth by and him that returneth, 
And no oppressor shall pass through them any more ; 
For now have I seen with mine eyes. 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion, 
Shout, daughter of Jerusalem 1 
Behold, thy king cometh to thee ; 
He is just end vicioriaus, 



And the battle-bow shall be cut off. 
And he shall tpeak peace to the nations ; 
And his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
And from the river to the ends of the earth," 

In tliis beautiful passage the Messiah is expressly called a king, 
and the atti^butes and actions of a temporal king are ascribed to 
him. He is a king, who shall give peace to the Jewish nation ; 
who shall break the battle-bow, and cause the horse and the char- 
iot to disappear. But from a comparison of the connection in 
verses thirteenth and fourteenth, and from other passages, espe- 
cially ch. xiv., the prophet would seem to expect peace in Judsea, 
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not from the dissemination of pacific principles, but rather from 
the victories of the Messiah over all other nations, and the exti^n- 
sion of political power over them, so that the Jews would have no 
need of weapons of war with wbicli to defend themselves. 

These three are all the references to the Messiah in Zechaiiah. 
There are, indeed, two other passages which by some have been 
supposed to refer to the Messiah, but with no good reason. The 
first is in ch. aiii- 7 : 

"Awake, O sword, against my sheplierd, 
F.Ten against the insn who is my fellow, laith Jeliovah of hostsl 
Smite the shephrad, and let the sheep be acatleredl 
I will also turn my hand against the lambs." 
How if the passage last quoted in ch. is.., relating to the per- 
petual peace of Israel, the destruction of weapons of war, and the 
extension of the dominion of the Messiah, be a genuine prediction 
of Zechariah, it follows that what is Btad of the smiting of the 
nhepherd and the scattering of the sheep must reifer to ealamitotia 
times of the Jewish nation and its rulers before the coming of the 
MesEiah. When ho should come, according tfl the predictions 
not only of Zechariah, but of all the other prophets, there was to 
be victory, prosperity, and peace. 

The other pass^e in Zechariah is in ch. xii. 10 : 

" Then will I pour upon the honse of David, 

And upon the inhaliitants of Jernsalcm, 

A spirit of supplication and of prayer; 

And thay sb^l look to me whom they pierced," &o. 

But the obvious meaning of the prophet in this passage is, that 
che speaker, Jehovah, and not the future Messiah, was pierced by 
the n^iect and disobedience of the Jews, or by the persecution of 
his prophets. Calvin, in his note on the passage as quoted in John 
xix. 37, says, " God here speaks in the manner of men, signifying 
that he is wounded by the wickedness of his people, and especial- 
ly by lite obstinate contempt of his word, as a man is moitally 
wounded when his heart is pierced." 

The prophet Malachi may possibly refer to the Messiah in ch. 

id the Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly come to liis temple; 
lb of hosta. 
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Bat who shnll iibide tde dity of his camiDg? 

And who shall stand when he appearelh? 

For lie shall be like the fire of the refinor, 

And like the aoap of the faller. 

And he shntl eit na a reSner and paritier of silver, 

And he shall purify the sons of Levi, 

And shall refine them ax gold and silver, 

That, being holj to Jehovah, thoy may bring an offering in right eonsnesa." 
Whether this paEsage, if it refer to the Messiah, reprcsente his 

offiue to be that of a king after the type of David, or a prophet 

after the type of Elijah, seems doubtful. If it represents him as a 

prophet, it is the only p^sage in the Old Testament which gives 

such a repreeentation. All the other prophets represent him as a 

king. 

In the Book of Daniel, the character of which is not material in 

this inquiry, there is only one pass;^ which can be regajiJed. as 
predicting a personal Messiah by an unbiassed interpreter, namely, 
ch. vii. 13, 14: "I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like a 
son of man came with the cloads of heaven, and came to the i^ed 
person, and they brought him near before him. And there was 
given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations, and languages should serve hira ; his dominion is an ever- 
lasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom shall 
not be destroyed." 

In a former ediiaon I expressed the opinion that this passage 
relates to a personal Messiah. Tliis is by far the most common 
opinion, and may be the correct one. If so, it harmonizes with 
the passages adduced from the other prophets, which represent the 
Messiah as a, temporal king. For even on the supposition that 
the prophet pictures him as a superhuman being, which is doubtful, 
his dominion is represented as succeeding four great monarchies, 
and nothing is said to stiow that the dominion which is given to 
"one like a son of man" is difFerent in its nature from that of the 
four preceding monai-chies, or any other than a perpetual earthly 
dominion. 

But on further investigation it appears to me that the common 
explanation of this passage is eseeedingly doubtful. It is, in my 
view, more probable that the phrase son of jnan does not here 
refer to the Slcssi-ih. It is ratlier a symbol of the Jewish people. 
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In the former part of the chapter Daniel is represented aa seeing 
in the night visions four animals, namely, a lion, a bear, a leopard, 
ajid another terrible beast unnamed, symbolizing four empires; 
namely, 1. the Babylonian, 2. the Median, 3. the Medo-Persian, 
and 4. that of Alexander and his successors. In close connection 
he is represented as seeing in Hie night visions one like a son of 
man, and aa seeing dominion given to him by Giod. Kow, as the 
four animals seen in Uie night visions are symbols denoting four 
empires, it seems probable that the one like a son of man ia also 
a symbol, denoting the Jewish nation. Thus there would be fivo 
successive symbols, four beasts and one man. This interpretation 
seems also to be confirmed by the explanation of the night visions 
which is given by tie angel. For when he had informed Daniel 
that the four beasts denoted kingdoms or nations, he says in verse 
twentyiMSventh, tiat, after tie destruction of the fourth or Mace- 
donian empire, " the sovereignty and dominion and power over all 
kingdoms under the whole heaven shall be given fo the people of 
the saints of the Most High." Here, instead of the symbol, "a son 
of man," we seem to have the thing symbolized, namely, the peo- 
ple of the SMnts of the Most High, that is, the Jewish people. 
Admitting, therefore, that the common interpretation of the phrase 
son of man in the passage is entitled to respect, it is most probable 
that it denotes the Jewish nation, just as the lion denoted the 
Babylonian, the bear the Median, the leopard the Medo-Pereian, 
and an unnamed beast the Macedonian. This interpretation in its 
primary application was adopted in ancient times by Ephnem 
Syrus,* though he supposed that it had a second and complete 
fulfilment in Jesus Christ. In modem times, Paulus, Jahn, Weg- 
scheider, BaumgarteD-Crusrus, and Hitzig have maintained the 
same explanation. So also Domer, Von dec Person Christi, 
p. G3. Grotius interpreted the phrase mn of man in the same 
symbolic way, but supposed that it referred to the Koman empire. 
As to the representation that the symbol of the Jewish empire 
came with the clouds of heaven, it may be well understood as de- 
noting that its source was in God, — that God would be the mighty 
and irresistible agent in setting it up, as tiie supreme national 
king of the Jews, according to ch. ii. 44 : " But in the days of 
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tliese kings shall the God of heaven set tip a kingdom ivhich shall 
never be destroyed," &c. 

I hare thus brought forward all the passages which occur in tlio 
prophetic writings relating to an individual Messiah as the in- 
strumentality for introducing the glorious future condition of the 
Jewish nation and of the world. Nor do I think that any other 
pi-edictions of an individual Messiah in the whole of the Old Testa- 
ment, exeept those which I have brought forward, can be found, 
Tvithont resorting to allegorical interpretation, or double senses. 
There are four Psalms, respecting which there may be some doubt 
whether they he predictions of the Messiah or not ; viz. Ps. ii., xlv„ 
Ixxii., and ex. If they do relate to him, they clearly ascribe to 
him the office and character of a triumphant temporal king. The 
same remarks apply to the prediction in Kumb. xxiv. 1 7, by the 
Moabite prophet Balaam. But the balance of probability is 
against tlie Messianic character of those Psalms. It is not difficult 
to explain how it happened that the instrumentality for bringing 
about the glorious Messianic future, both as r^ards the religious 
and moral, as weE as the political element of it, should by most of 
the prophets bo ^presented as a king. AU the predictions of a 
personal Messiah were made after the establishment of the govern- 
ment by kings. The prophets, who were the historians of the na- 
tion, knew very well the vast influence exercised by kings not 
only in regard to the national prosperity and glory, but also in 
regard to the establishment and extension of religion and morals. 
They could conceive of no higher instrumentality by which a re- 
ligions and political reformation united could be accomplished, 
than by a wise and pious king. They knew from their national 
history, that when wise, righteous, and religious kings had gov- 
erned, then idolatry had been suppressed, true religion had been 
esUblished and extended, and the nation had prospered; in fine, 
that the religions and political condition of the nation had de- 
pended very much on the good or bad character of the king. We 
have only to read the books of Kings and Chronicles to see that 
such must have been the views of the prophets who lived under 
the kings. From no single prophet or priest could they expect so 
much for the regeneration of the nation in its religious, moral, and 
political condition, as from a king. For it depended on the king 
to entourage true prophets and holy priests, or the reverse. 
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It ifl also easy to explain why the prophets should represent tho 
king wlio was to bring in the glorious fiiture times as a son or de- 
Eoendant of Dayid, and why he should sonietiroes be called by the 
very name of David. David waa the king who, according to tho 
judgment of tho prophets as expressed in the historical books, 
ruled according to the strictest theocratic prineiples, and performed 
with the greatest fidelity what Jehovah commanded. See, for ex- 
ample, 1 Kings ix. 5, xiv, 8, xv. 6. Succeeding kings are approved 
or condemned according as they did or did not resemble Wavid, 
and conduct themselves like David, their father. In a word, Da- 
vid was r^arded as tho model theocratic ruler, the promoter and 
extenderofthereligion of Jehovah. See 1 Kings xv. 4 ; 2 Kings 
viii. 19, xix. 34. The prophelfl, therefore, who lived under the 
kings, were naturally led to expect, as the head of the pure theoc- 
I'.Tcy in the future glorious Messianic tJiocs, a king, a descendant 
of David ; as it were, David himself arisen in one of his posterity. 
Besides, the family of David had always been the reigning family 
at Jerusalem ; so that, if David had been less eminent than he was, 
Btill one of his descendants must have been represented as the 
Messiah, when once the Messiah waa regarded as a temporal king. 

In a similar way is to be explained the prediction in Micah v. 
2, tiiat Belhlehem should he honored as the source from which 
the Messiah should come forth. Bethlehem was the family seat 
of the race of David, 1 Sam. ivii. 12, and consequently whoever 
looked for a king of the race of David would represent him as 
about to come from Bethlehem. To say that he mas to originate 
in Bethlehem, was the same thing as to say that he would proceed 
from the family of David. 

In r^ard to the attributes or character of the Messiah, as con- 
ceived of by the prophets, they are what constituted the prophetic 
ideal of a perfect Hebrew king. He was (o he strong and mighty, 
wise and pious, righteous and merciful. See Is. ix. 6, &e., xi, 2, 3, 
&s. ; Jer. xxiii. 5 ; Mic. v. 3 ; Zech. xii. 3. By some, the Messiah 
has been supposed to be represented by the prophets as a super- 
natural being, or even as the Supreme Being. This opinion has 
been generally rejected by tlie best scholars of all denominations. 
Tlie passages which have been supposed to favor thb view are Is. 
ix. e ; Dan. vii. 1 3 ; Mai. iii. 1 ; Jer. xxiii. 5 ; and a few others <rf 
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less note. For a refutation of this Tiew, see 
sages, and especially an article of m 
for January, 1836, 

The extent of the dominion of the Messiah, the work which he 
was to perform, the time of his coming, and the duration of his 
reign, are implied in what haa beea said, pp. xxvl. el seq., concern- 
ing the predicted Messianic times. The Messiah was to be the head 
of the Jewish nation and the world, in the glorious condition which 
he had introduced. In reference to the two classes of predictions 
relating to the Messianic times, viz. those purely reli^ous, relating 
to the estahlishment and eitension of true religion, or the wor- 
ship and service of Jehovah among men, and those in which a po- 
litical element was included, the Messiah was to be God's repre- 
sentative and instmment in the accomplishment of both. He was 
to be the founder of the universal spiritual kingdom of God, and, 
atthesametime,af the political dominion and temporal prosperity 
and glory of the Jewish nation, as above described, pp. xxvi, et seq. 

Kespecting the time of the coming of the Messiah, as understood 
by the prophets, the remarks hold good which were made, p. xxv., 
respecting the predicted time of the glorious future condition of 
the Jewish nation. So far as the prophets indicate any opinion 
respecting the time of the Messiah's coming, they seem to have ex. 
pected that he would come after certain great national judgments, 
which they supposed would take place either in their own day, 
or in no distant period from it. See Is. viii. — ix. 6. Some of 
the prophetB seem t« have supposed that the Messiah would comp 
after a return of the Jews from exile. See Mic. iv., v. ; Jer. xxiii, 
5-8; Ezek, xxxvii. 21-25; Zech. y'l. 12, 13, compared with 
iii. 8. They evidentiy had no uniform expectation on the subject. 
Each expected it at no distant period in his own future. 

We have thus seen that al! the prophets whose writings we have 
examined, with the exception of Malachi, whose language is too 
ambiguous fo authorize a confident opinion, represent the Mes- 
siah as the temporal king ot the Jewish nation. 

But is there no other instrumentality mentioned by any proph- 
et, by which the glorious luture period of the Jewish nation 
and of the world was tw be introduced ' It appears to me that 
there ia ; namely, that described hj in unknown prophet, the 
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greatest of all the Jowish prophets, who lived near tlie close of 
the exile at B^bjloii, and wrote the oomposiljon included in la. 
sL-lxvi. His prediction, fairly interpreted in its connection, and 
by his own use of langnage, indicates that by the " Senrant of 
Jehovah," who should introduce the glorious fiiture condition of 
the Jewish nation, and in some degree of the world, Le had in 
view not an individnal Messiah, but a collective body, the Jewish 
church, the better part of the Jewish nation, the true Israel, i. e. 
the Jewish nation considered as the true and faithful servant of 
•Tuliovab. 

The passage which at once arrests attention among the utter- 
ances of this great unknown prophet is Is. Hi. 13-liii., of which 
the following is a careful translation. 

" Behold, my servant shall prosper; 
Ho shall be lifted up, and set on high, and greatly asaltad. 
Aa m«ny were amazed at the sight of him,— 
Su disfigured and scarcely liuman was his visage. 
And so unlike that of a man was his form, — 
So shall be cause many natitms W exalt on aooouut of ilcni 
Kings shall shut their mouths before blni. 
For what had nevar been told them shall they see. 
And what they never heard shall they perceive. 

" Who hath believed our report. 
And to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed ? 
For he grew up before him like a tender plant; 
Like a sucker from a dry soil ; 

He had no form nor comeliness, that we should look upon him, 
Nof beanty, that we should take pleasure in him. 
He waa despised and forsaken of men, 
A man of sorrows, and noqiiainlBd with disease; 
As one from whom men hide their faces, 
He was despised, and wo esteemed him not 
But he bore onr diseases. 
And carried our pains, 
And we esteemed him stricken from above, 
Smitten of God, and afllicted. 

" But he was wounded for our transgressions [ 
He was bruised for our iniquities; 
For our peace was the ohastlsement npon h'ni, 
And by his stripes are wa healed. 
All we like sheep were going astray ; 
We turned every one to his own way. 
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And JehoTah laid upon hiiu tlie iniquity of na all. 

He KRu oppreseed that vas already afBioted, 

Yet he opened not his moulh ; 

As It lamb that is led to ths slnaghter, 

And as a. sheep before her sheurera is dumb, 

He oi«ned not his month. 

By oppreaaion and punishment he was taken away. 

And who in his genemtion would consider 

That he was out off from tlie hind of the living, 

That for the tranagieBsion of my people ha waa smitten? 

His grave was appointed wiUi the wiolted, 

And with the rich man was hia sepulchre. 

Although he had done no injustice, 

And there was no deceit In his mouth. 

It pleased Jelioyah seyarely to bruise him; 

But when he has made his life a sacriDca for sm, 

He shall see posterity i he shall prolong his days. 

And the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand. 

Free from his aorrowa, he shall see and bo satisfied; 

By hia knowledge shall my righteous servant load many to righteouanes^ 

And he will bear their iniquities. 

Therefore will I give him his portion with the mighty. 

And with heroes shall he divide ths spoil, 

Decause he poured out his soul unto death. 

And was numbered with transgressors! 

Because he bore the sin of many, 

And made iiitereesaion for tranBgressors." 

This passive is a very remarkable one, whatever instrumen- 
tality may be denoted by the " Servant of Jehovali." For it seta 
fortli in a clear and emphatio manner the moral good and the gen- 
eral happiness which the writer conceived to be prodnoed by tbe 
Bufferings of the righteous. The resemblance, in some particulars, 
of the fortunes, character, and work of tbe Servant of God to 
those of ova Saviom', is so striking that no one can fail la be im- 
pressed by it. The great body of Christians have been in the 
habit of regarding the passage as a miraculous prediction of the 
sufferings, death, and burial of Jesus of Nazareth. Any individual 
would be reluctant to oppose the general voice, were it not for the 
fact, that, owing to unfonnded principles of interpretation, hun- 
dreds of passages in the Old Testament have from the earliest 
times with equal confidence been applied fo Christ, which no well- 
informed interpreter can now apply to him ift the sense which 
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was in tlie mind of the writer. On many accounts tlie passage 
deserves a very eareful consideration. 

In view of tlie passages which I have heretofore quoted from 
the Prophets, as descriptive of the coming and office of the Mes- 
siah, tliere arises at once a difficulty in the way of applying to 
him this remarlcable description of the Servant of God. The dif- 
ficnlty is in accounting for the fact, that in every other passage in 
which the Messiah is introduced he is represented as prosperous, 
mighty, victorious, and that in this passage alone he should be 
represented as a sufferer. How remarkable that, if the prophets 
had regarded the Meaaiah as a sufferer, not one of them should 
have alluded t« so important a circumstance, except the writer of 
this single passage 1 It is stillniore remarkable, when we consider 
that the vety work of the Servant of God is represented in this 
description as in a considerable degree accomplished by 1 is suffer 
ings. Compare the passage, for instance, with the first predict on 
of the Mesaah in Is. is. 6. Here we find that, after t descnpt on 
of the great national distress, the writer goes on to say that it 
shall not continue. " For unto us a child is b rn " &c Iiot 
a word is said here of the Messianic king's being n distress 
Everything is of an opposite character, from his vcrj h rth The 
same is true of every other prophetic description of the Mei. ah 
This consideration cannot hut raise a presumption ai^a n t the 
common intei-pretation of the term Servant of Jehovah m ch. hu 
Jt is not absolutely eon Ins ve beca e t m j^ht 1 e si 1 tl at the 
autiiQr of the passage enterta ne 1 ■» d fferent ew from the rest 
of the prophets. 

Perhaps it may be asled vhether there anj attuil neons sfr- 
ency between the pa saj,e under cons dent on relat ng to the 
sufferings of the Serva t of God and the prophet c doHcr pt ona 
of the Messiah as a prosperous and tr umphint ten poral L ng 
There certainly is no neons stency n the repreaenf at on that a 
monarch is at one time n ad ers ty and at another n pro per ty 
History informs us of manj monarchs who have anved at royalty 
by the path of trial, persecution, and suffering of various kinds. 
This was the case with David, from whom the prophets borrow 
some traits in their delineations of the Messiah. They might, 
therefore, have conceived of the Messiah as having arrived at the 
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throne of the Jewish nation, and qualified himself to be ihcir re- 
ligious and moral reformer, the benefactor of their nation and the 
extender of their empire and their reli^on over foreign nations, by 
having passed through the ordeal of trial and suffering. But, though 
there is no ineonsisMney between the description of the Servant 
of God in a state of suffering, and the representation of the Mes- 
siah as a prosperous and victorious king in the other prophets, 
does it not still remiun unaccountable, that not one of the latter 
should have alluded to any suffering condition of the Messiah 
previous to his prosperous and triumphant state as a king 7 This 
question has the greater force ivhen we consider that the suffering 
condition of the Servant of God, as described in Is. Hi. 13-liiL, 
was to have a very important agency in the accomplishment of 
his work. 

On the other hand, the passage under eonaideration relating to 
the sufferings of the Servant of God is in one sense Messianic. 
For the Servant of God was evidently regarded by the writer aa 
the instrumentality which God would use in introducing the glori- 
ous Messianic times. The result of the work of the suffering Ser- 
vant of God Js the same which in other prophets is ascribed to the 
prosperous Messiah. No other prophet baa set forth the glorious 
future condition of the Jewish nation and of tlie world with re- 
spect to religion, morals, temporal felicity, and glory in more 
glowing colors than has this unknown prophet in the exile, the 
un-genaine Isaiah ; and all this glorious future is ascribed by him 
to lie Instrumentality of the " Servant of God." Thus, in ch. xlii. 
1,4.6: 
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Until he shntl have established Justice in the earth. 

And distaat nations sliall wiut for liia law. . . . 

I, Jehovah, have called thee for salvation; 

I will hold thee by the hand; 

J will dafond thee and make tbaa a covenant to the people, 

Alight to the nations." 
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-He said, It is a small thing Ihnt thoa shovildat be my servant 

To raise op ths tribes of Jacob, 

And to restore the preserved of Israel; 

I will also make thee the light of the nations. 

That my salvation may reach the ends of the earth. 

Thus saith Jehovah, the Redeemer of Israel, his Holy One, 

To him that is despised by men, abhorred by the people, 

To the servant of tyrants: 

Kings shall see, and sland up, 

Princas, and they slisll pay honiage. 

On acooant of Jehovah, who is faithful. 

The Holy One of Israel, who hath chosen thee." 
So in cli, hv. we have s, glowing description of the glorious con- 
dition of the Jewish nation which was to follow the sufferings and 
work of the Servant of God, as described in eh. !iii. So, io the 
chapters following, the same consequences are ascribed to his Buf- 
ferings and work which, in the other prophets, are aecribed to a 
triumphant temporal king, to whom no sufferings are ascribed. 

Hence, if it be assumed that the predictions of the prophets are 
objective, that is, that all the prophets had in view a particular his- 
torical person, whose actions and fortunes they miraculously fore- 
saw, as if tbey were looking back upon history, then it will follow 
that the Servant of God in his humiliation and his sufferings des- 
ignates the same person with the mighty potentate and victorious 
king of the other prophets. For the consequences of the work of 
both are the same. If, on the other hand, it be admitted, as the 
truth demands, that all the predictions of the Messianic king are 
subjective, merely setting forth the ideal of the prophetic mind, no 
one of the prophets pretending to have knowledge of the actions, 
life, or fortunes of any particular fliture person, then it will follow 
that the prophets may have supposed that the glorious ftiture of the 
Jewish nation might be brought about by very different instrumen- 
talities. Those prophets who lived under kings would naturally 
suppose that it would be brought abogt by a king. Malachi, 
who lived in the time of Nehemiab, might suppose tiiat it would 
be effected by a prophet like Elijah, or one gi-eater than Elijah. 
The author of the passage under consideration. Is. lii. 13 ~ liii., who 
lived near the close of tiie Jewish exile, when there was no king 
and no prospect of one, and when everything seemed to depend 
upon the virtue and piety of the Jewish people and their disposi- 
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tion to return from exile, might suppose the better part of tbo 
Jewish nation, the Jewish church, the true Israel, to be the instru- 
mentaiitj- by which the glorious future times would be introduced. 
One class of prophets might suppose the administratiou, the vir- 
tues, and the victories of a king to be the chief meajis of accom- 
plishing the work, and another might attribute the same worlc to 
the self-denial, the virtues, and the sufferings of the better part of 
the nation. The conception of the latter class would be partly 
objective and partly ideaL The past condition of the Jewish 
church, the people of GocJ, would be actual; but jts future condi- 
tion might be ideal in the mind of the prophet. 

The question now recurs. What was the actual instrumentality 
which the prophet had in view in the passage quoted ftora Is. lii. 
I3-hii.? In other words, what is the meaning of the phrase 
Servant of God in that passage ? Does it denote an individual, 
or a collective body ? Now, in order to understand the etpres- 
sion, it is necessary, agreeably to universally acknowledged lawa 
of interpretation, to consider the subject of the whole composition 
ofwhiehit formsapart. As it would be impossible to understand 
the meaning of any expression in one verse or chapter of an 
epistle of Paul without examining the use of the same expression 
in other parts of it, so it is impossible to know what is meant by 
the phrase Servant of God in Isaiah liii, without considering the 
use of the phrase in the whole composition of which that chap- 
ter IS a part, and without considering the subject and design of 
the whole composition, and the connection of the passage under 
consideration ivith what immediately precedes and follows it. It 
is generally admitted that the last twenty-seven chapters of Isaiah 
form one continuous discourse or piece of composition, and relate 
principally to one subject. Those who think that it consists of 
three or four discourses, — 1. xL-xlviii,; 2. slix.-lx. ; 3. Ixi.- 
Ixiii. S;4. Ixiii. r-lxTX.,— yet mainttun that they all relate to one 
principal subject, and were written by the same author, at nearly 
the same time. There has been some difference of opinion as to 
what this subject is. Three opinions have been supported by 
different commentators. 

1. The first, the most obvious and the best supported, is. that 
the subject of the whole composition Is. xL-btvi. is the deliver- 
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ance of the Jewish nation from the exile in Babylon, anil the 
state of prosperity and glory which it was to enjoy soon after its 
return to its own land. The writer is supposed to have lived near 
the close of the exile at Babylon, and ol course to have taken this 
time as hia stand-point. His design wat to encourage his contem- 
poraries, to whom his discourse was addieised to return to Fales- 
tino, by predicting their deliverance and their restoration t« a 
high degree of prosperity and glory, so that rUigious Lght and 
Divine favor should through them be extended to all nations. 

2. The opinion of Bishop Lowth and others coincides with, and 
establishes, the preceding view in part. He maintains that the 
first and main subject of the whole composition is the political 
restoration of the Jews from the captivity at B-»bylon and the 
subsequent state ot things n Judtta B t he thinks that the com 
position "is aplai n tan e f the myst dl allegory or double 
sense of prr phe j " The redcmpton from Babj on s clearly 
foretold ; and at the same t rae is mploj ed as an image to 
shadow out a red mpt on of an nfin telj h gher and mo'e mpor 
tant nature bee Lo ths note on xl 1 Lowth hke the 
supporters of the first oj n on n iLes the t me of the ex le the 
stand-point of the wr ter and finds a referen e lo Chr t in tj 
only in the alienor eal en e He aLo suj i o&es n many ase 
a sudden transition from the meaning, which the common laws of 
language establish, to the all^orieai sense, and from the latter to 
the former, which is. in the highest degree arbitrary. Those who 
cannot admit an allegorical m' double sense will be led hy Lowth 
himself to the first mentioned opimuu 

3. Other interpreters among whom the most ctltbrated is 'V i 
tringa, exclude entirely the meaning which the eimmon laws of 
languf^ give to the pasii^ and the principal subject which 
naturally presents itself to the render, and suppose the whole 
passage to be an allegorical prediction of the deh^crance of the 
world from the bondage of sin by Jesus Christ. These critics 
maintwn that the prophet takca for his sole stand-point the wilder- 
ness of Judfea and the time of the preaching of John the Baptist 
Besides the insuperable objection to this theory arising from the 
improbability that a Jewish prophet, overlooking his contempora- 
ries and their circumstances, should choose his position in a period 
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aad state of tilings which would not exist until many agns after 
he wrote, it Is also to be observed that this theory of Vitringa 
supposes a use of language by the prophet whioh could not possi- 
bly be understood by his contemporaries, or even by the prophet 
himself. It does not extract the writer's meaning from his lan- 
guage, but puts one intfl it of which he could have had no concep- 
tion. It is founded wholly on the allegorical or double sense. 

I do not think it necessary, by a careful analysis of the passage 
(Is. xl.-lxvi.), to prove, what has been made evident by Bishop 
Lowth, that the return of the Jews from the captivity at Babylon 
and the gloriotas condition of the Jewish nation, and through it of 
the world, is what was in the prophet's mind. Whoever rejects 
mystical and allegorical senses must come to this conclusion. 

The design of the discourse under consideration appears to 
me equally evident with the main subject of it. It was to raise 
the spirits of the Jewish people in exile, to awaken in them a 
desire to return to their native land, to inspire them with courage 
and resolution to overcome the obstacles which were in the way, 
and to induce them to abandon the sins wliich prevented the 
Divine favor. 

It may be supposed, as seems to be implied in the exhortations 
of the prophet, that among the Jews at Babylon there was an op- 
posing party of the irreligious and idolati-ous, who thought they 
might as well remain in Babylonia where they were ; that there 
was another portion, who were indolent or indifferent, and needed 
to be aroused ; and that only the remaining portion, perhaps a 
minority, consisted of the true and faithful Israelites who sighed 
for the enjoyment of tiieir religious privileges in their native 
land. Such being the state of things among the exiles, it was 
evidentiy the design of the prophet to say a word in season to 
the different classes of them, in order to qualify them for a return 
from exile, to stir them up to exertion, and to inspire them with 
confidence in Jehovah. 

The prophecy or discourse under consideration. Is. xl.-lxvi., is 
one of the most interesting in the Old Testament If it do not 
oontain,strictlyspealdng,theBublimest poetry, it does at least con- 
tMn the loftiest eloquence, and the most spiritual and comprehen- 
sive views of religion, which are to be found in any of the sacred 
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book, brfor. Chit I, i, one mc.,„„t .tw.m of fo„cnl and ,tir- 
rrng thoughls. But it has been mneh misunderstood on account 
of want of attention to the subject and design of the writer and 
npeciil, on «;connt of the false supposition th.t, lasted of ad- 
drtffising hm contemporary exiles at Babylon, he was wiitimc to 
men in general in all subsequent ages. 

Li Ibis di.oou..e there is frequent mention of a « Servant of 
M who had, and was to ha„, great inHncnee. in the aceom- 
plishment of the glorious things predicted for the Jewish nation 
and the world. How as ch liii. form, a component of thU whole 
duoomsc, wlncb ha, one mmn subject m,d design, how eridcM is 
It that It can only be nndor.tood by viewing it in its connection 
with the diBcoorse of which it forma a part I If chapteia lii and 
bv. relate to the Jewish nation, to it. deliverance tam exile and 
t» Its expansion and prosperity, bow contrary is it to aU lust law. 
of interpretation to suppose thai ch. liii. relate, to an entirely dif- 
ferent .ubject vis. the spiritual deUvorance of those who were 
not the Jewish nation 1 Especially in K,gard to the plirase " 8er 
vaut of God," how absurd is it to suppose that it moans one 
thing m ch. lii. 18 - liii., and altogether another in .11 the other 
parts of the diecouise where it occuis 1 

In regard to the memiing ol the phra.e itself, independent of 
any particular application, it may denote one who serve, the 
Lord with the obedience of his heart and life i. e. a pious and 
good man ; or it may be appUcd in an tfii lal sense to one who is 
raised up by the Deity for the aoconpl«hment of a particular 
work. I apprehend that the phr.se « employed in the passage, 
we are about to examine in both thtae senses united. The " Ser- 
vant of God ■ denotes one truly devoted to the service of God 
and one employed by God for the aceomplishmeal of hi. pur 

With these prehminaiy remarks let u. now examine the use of 
the phrase '■ Servant of God " in every phee where it occurs in Is 
xl.-bivi., in orfer to sec what meaning the us.s fcjaenii „f the 
wnterreqmre.ittohaveinm.l3-liii. 

The fiist passage in which the phrase occuis, 1. in ch. xh. 8- 



17, where it is so cloicly dcHned that there 
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" But thoD, Israel, my servaut, 
Thou, jHoob, whom I have chosen, 
Offspring of Abraham, my friondl 

Thou, whom 1 hare led by the band from the eads of the earth, 
JVnd called from the extremities thereof. 
And said to thee, ' Thou art my servant, 
I have chosen tliee, and not cast thee away [ ' 
Fearnot,foTlam with thee; 
Faint not, for I, thy God, mil strengtben thee. 
1 will help thee, and sustain tbee with my right hand of salration ! " 

In this passage no one can doubt that the Servant of God de- 
notes the Jewish nation, regarded as tie chosen people of God. 
The nation is very distinctly personified ae a single man, as the 
offspring of Abraham, as one whom Jehovah took by the hand. It 
b the more neceesarj' to attend to this representation by which the 
people of God is undeniably represented as an individual person, 
because in other passages the representation has been thought too 
harsh to be admitted. It h also to be observed, that, when the 
Jewish people is represented as the Servant of Jehovah, it is de- 
scribed as worthy of the name, as the true Israel, whom God will 
not cast away. 

The next passage in which the expression occurs is at the be- 
ginning of the nest chapter, xlii. 1 - 7 : — 

" Behold ray servant, whom I uphold, 
My chosen, in whom my soul delighCeth, 
I have put my spirit upon him ; 
He shall cause law to go forth to the nations. 
He shall not cry aloud, nor lift up his voice, 
Nor cause it to be heard in the street. 
The bruised reed shall be not break, 
And the glimmering flax shall he not quench; 
He shall send forth law according to troth. 
He shall not fail, nor become weary, 
Until he shall have established justice in the earth, 
And distant nations shall wait for his law. 

" Thus saith God Jehovah, 
Who created the heavena aad stretched them out, 
Who spread forth the earth, and that which springeth forth from it, 
Who gave breath to the people upon it. 
And spirit to them that walk thereon: 
I, Jehovah, have called thee for salvation! 
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1 will hold thee by tUo hand ; 

I will defend thee, and make thee a oovenaat to the people, 
A light to the nations; 
To open the blind eyes ; 
To bring out the prisoneis from the prison, 
And tham that sit in durkneM ont of the prison-honsa," 
Now this passage occurs in close conneclaon with the preceding 
chapter. It is a part of the same discourse. What reason, then, 
can be given why the phrase Servant of God should not have the 
same meaning in tMs passage as in that. When the prophet rep- 
resents the Deity aa saying without explanation, » Behold my ser- 
vant, whom 1 uphold," the laws of interpretation require us to be- 
lieve that he refora to the same servant Jacob, the chosen Jewish 
people, more definitely described in the preceding chapter. The 
same epithet must be supposed to relate to lie saraesuhjeet, unless 
some decisive reason, tuning out of the connection, can be given 
for a difi'ereut application of it. But in this passage we find no 
such reason. On the contrary, we find confirmation of the impres- 
sion that the phrase must mean the chosen people of God in eh. 
xlii. aa well as in ch. xll. God is said, in the first verse, to put 
" his spirit " upon his serrant. But this is just what is promised in 
ch, lix. 21, where it is said : 

" My spirit which is upon thee, 
And my words which I have pnt in thy mouth. 
They shall not depart from thy month, 
Mot from the mouth of thy soaa. 
Nor from the month of thy sons' sons, saith Jehovah, 
From this Ume forth forever." 

So it Is said of the whole nation, " They shall be all taught of 
God." The Servant of God is also said to " cause law to go forth 
to the nations." But this corresponds exactly to the promise made 
to Abraham, "In thy race or posterity shaU all the fwuiUes of the 
earth be blessed." 

The representation, then, that the people of God, having the 
spirit of God, should be a mediator and a prophet to the nations, 
is perfectly agreeable to the phraseology of this writer. 

Of this we have strong eonermation in verses 18- 22 of this 
chapter, such as leaves no doubt of the meaning of the phrase " my 
' " m the first seven verses ; — 
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"Hear, ye deaf! 

And look, ye blind, find see! 

Who is bl!ild, if not my Eorvant ? 

And who EO deaf as my messenger, whom I send? 

Who so blind bs the friend of God, 

So blind as the serrant of Jehovuh? 

Thon Baest many things, but regardeat them notj 

Thou hast thine ears open, bnt hearest not! ' 

It pleased Jehovah for his goodness' sake 

Togivehimalan-, great and glorious! 

And yet it is a robbed and plundered people," &c. 
Here, I suppose, all will admit that it is the people of God which 
is called the servant, friend, and messenger of Jehovah ; hia mes- 
senger to defend the cause of religion and to ^ve light to the 
nations, and yet indifferent and blind in r^ard to the indications 
at Divine Providence having reference to their reatflration, and 
conaequentiy remaining a robbed and plundered people. The 
servant who is deaf and blind is also, in verse eighteenth, addressed 
in the plural number, — "Hear, ye deaf! and look, ye blind," &e. 
But if in versea 18-22 the Servant of God denotes the people 
of God, I do not Bee how we can escape the conclusion, that it has 
the same meaning in the first seven versra of this same chapter. 
No writer would employ a phrase in such a close connection, and 
with such similar accompaniments, without attaching lo it the same 
meaning. Neither is it easy to see in what sense the epithets 
"deaf" and "blind" could he applied to Jesus Christ. It may 
also be remarked that the explanation of ch. xlii. 1, as denoting 
the people of God, is the most ancient explanation of the pass^e 
which is now extant. The Sept. version interpolates "Jacob" 
and " Israel " into the first verse. 

We now proceed to the next chapter, xliii. Hei'c, at the begin- 
ning of the chapter, we still find the Supreme Being represented 
as addressing his chosen people, personified as a single man : — 
"But now thos Eaith Jehovah, that created thee, O Jacob, 
That formed thee, O Israel : 
Fear not, for I hava redeemed theej 
I have callsd thee by name J thon art mine ! " 
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In till' same strain God is represented as speaking, until n-e come 
to terse tenth, where He says: — 

" Ye are my witnesses, saith JehoTali, 
And my Bervant whom I have chosen, 
ThBt ye may know and believe me, 
And undei-Btand that 1 am Ha. 
Before me was no God formed. 
And after me there sliali be none." 
Israel is here addressed at the same time in the singular and 
the plural. " Ye are my witnesses," and " ye are my servant 
whom I have chosen." The passage thus corresponds with, and 
eonfii-ms, the previous representation of trael as a collective body 
personified as an individual, and constituted God's servant for the 
purpose of knowing that of which foi-eign nations were ignorant, 
and hearing witness of it. 

We now come to eh. xliv. Here, in verses 1, 2, we read: 
" Yet now hear, O Jacob, my servant. 
And Israel, whom I have chosen ; 
Thns saicij Jehovah, thy Creator, 

He that formed thee, and hath helped thee from thy birth: 
Fear not, Jacob, ray servant, 



aGodb< 



le? 



any." 



Here Israel, the people of God, is still represented as an indi- 
vidual prophet, having God's spirit, his chosen servant, as hearing 
witness for God, &e. 

Now turn to ch. slviii. 20 : — 
" Come ye forth from Babylon, flea ye from the land of the Chaidieana 
with the voice of joy! 
Publish ye this, and make it known ; 
Let it resound lo the ends of the eartli ! 
Say, 'Jehovah hath redeemed his servant Jacob.' " 
He people of God is still pei-sonified as a single man, the Ser- 
vant of God. 

Then, two verses beyond, [n ch slix. 1 - 9, we have the follow- 
ing remarkable passage: — 
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" Lisftn lo me, yo distant lands; 
Attend, ye nations from nfar! 
Jehovah called tne at my birth i 
In my verj- childhood lie called me 
He made my moutli like ii ahorp si 
In the shadow of iiis hanil did he hi 
He made me a polished shaft; 
In hia quiver did he hide me. 
He aald to me, Thou nrt 






II ba glorified 



Then I said, I have iabori 

Foe naught, for vanity have I spent my streugth; 

Yet my canse is with Jehovali, 

And my reward with my God. 

And now thus eaith Johovah, 

Who formed me from my birth to be his servant. 

To bring Jacob to him again, 

And that Israel might be gathered to him,— 

For I am honored in the eyes of Jehovah, 

And my God is my strength, — 

He said, It is a small thing that thoa shouldst be my servant 

To raise np the tribes of Jacob, 

And to restore the preserved of Israel; 

1 will also make thee the light of the nations. 

That my salvation may reach the ends of the earth. 

Thus saitli Jeliovah, the Eedeeiner of Israel, his Holy One, 

To him that is despised by men, abhorred by the people, 

To the servant of tyrantsi 

Kings shall sea, and stand op, 

Princes, and they shall pay homage 

On acooant of Jehovah, who is faithful, 

The Holy One of Israel, who hath chosen thee. 

ThnssaiOi Jehovah: 

In the time of favor will I hoar thee; 

And id the day of deliverance will I help thee; 

I will preserve thee, and maka thee a mediator for the people, 

To restore the land, to distribute the desolated inheritances; 

To say to the prisoners. Go forth ! 

To them that are Id darkness, Come fo the lightl 

They shall feed in the way?, 

And on ail high places shall be their pasture." 

It is evident that the same " Servant of God," his chosen people, 
is here represented by the prophet aa speaking in the first person. 
The personification is here carried to such an extreme, that it is 
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no wonder that there has been some doubt as to the subject mtn>- 
duced as speaking. But the passage stands in bo close a connec- 
tion with the preeeding reprraentationa which have been adduced, 
that we are obliged to regard the Servant of God, who is the 
speaker in it, as denoting the same people of God, the true Israel, 
personified as before. If the parage stood by itself, it would in- 
deed be hardly credible that the Jewish church should be person- 
ified to such an extent aa lo be represented as a pinphet speak- 
ing in the first person, having a mouth like a sharp sword, and 
called by name by the Deity from birth. But we must remem- 
ber that the personification is almost aa strong in the other pas- 
sages which have been cited, where there can be no doubt that 
the people of God is denoted,:— xli. 8, 9, xlii. 1-4, xliii. I, 
&G., xliv. 1 - s, xlvi. 3. Besides, in verse third, we have a 
direct intimation that it is the people of God which ia repre- 
sented as speaking; — 



I do not see how the terra Israel can be applied to an individual 
prophet. It is constantly used in this discourse, as throughout the 
Old Testament, to denote the people of God. So forcible is this 
consideration, that some critics, without the least authority of man- 
uscripts or versions, have actually expunged the word " Israel " 
from the verse. Besides, no individual Jewish prophet would be 
spoken of as sent to "the nations "in the first instance, but only 
to the Jews, or to " the nations " in connection with the Jews. It 
would abo have been, extravi^ant for the writer to say of himself 
or any Jewish prophet, " Kings shall see aild stand up, princes, and 
they shall pay homage." In regard to the Messiah, no prophet 
tould have introduced him so abruptly, and represented him as 
speaking before he had any personal existence as Messiah. The 
context, the ustts loqvendi relating to the term " Servant of God," 
and the very name "Israel" in the third veree, all lead to the con- 
clusion that it is the people of God, the Jewish church, which is 
represented as speaking. 

There ia, indeed, an apparent difficulty in the way of this con- 
clusion, which however disappears on examination. It Is presents 
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" And now thus Bsith JohovaTi, 
Who formed me from mj birth to be his servant, 
To bring Jacob to him again, 
And that Israel might be gatliared to him," &0. 

Here it may be asked. If (lie Servant of God denote the peoplj 
of God, the Jewish church, how is it that this people ia said to 
bring Jacob again, &c. ? h not the Servant of GJocI here distin- 
guished from the nation of Israel ? The answer ia, that when the 
Jewish people ts personified as an individual prophet, and called 
the servant, or the messenger, or the friend of God, it denotes tlie 
righteous Jewish people, Israel worthy of the name, the true Israel. 
The people of God h represented partly in an actual, partly in an 
ideaJ sense. This emphatic use of Israol ia indicated in the third 
verse. So St. Paul says, " They are not all Israel that are of Isra- 
el." It follows of course, when a community is personified as an 
indiffidual, that it should be understood now in a wider, now in a 
narrower sense. So the Christian Church sometimes denotes the 
holy church in the sight of God, " the pillar and ground of the 
truth," and sometimes all the individuals of every character who, 
in some sense, may be said fo belong to it. That the true Israel, 
the genuine people of G!od, the righteous part of tlie Jewish nation, 
should be distinguished from the members of the nation at laige, 
considered as individuals of every description of character, ia just 
what might be expected. It arises from the very nature ot the 
personification. Sometimes tlie ideal, the elect, the God-inspired 
Israel is denoted by the term, and sometimes the actual descend- 
ants of Jticob. 

On the whole, therefore, it is by far the most probable opinion 
that in ch. xlix. 1-9, as in the preceding passages, the Servant 
of God denotes the people of God, the true Israel. So Doederlein, 
Gosenius, Bosenmueller, and Dr. Alexander, with a quahfication. 

We now crane to ch. I. i -10. Here one is tempted by the 
very estraordlnary extent to which the personification is carried 
to suppose, with Calvin, GrotJue, Knobel, and others, that the 
prophet for once speaks as the Servant of God in his own name, 
and refers fe his own persecutions as an individuah Without 
having so much confidence in relaiJon to the meaning of the 
phrase in this passage, as in all the rest in whioh the " Servant of 
God" is mentioned, I still think it meet agreeable to the conneo- 
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tion to understand it in the same way as ch. xlix. 1 - S, and the 
preceding citations, that is. aa denoting the people of GocJ, the true 
IsraeL So Maurer and Bwald explain it. No doubt the prophet 
regarded himself as belonging to this collective body, and aa hav- 
ing great influence in it. Hence, in peraonifying it as an individ- 
ual speaking in the first person, his own personality might uncon- 
sciously predominate more than was in strict harmony with the 
6gure of speech which be was employing. Dr. Alexander admita 
that the people of God is, in part, referred to here. 

Thus I have examined every passage in which the phrase " Ser- 
vant of God" is used in the whole discourse, Is. xl.-lxvi., -with 
the view of determining its meaning in eh. lii. I3-liii. 12. It has 
been seen, tiat in nH the passives but one, and most probably in 
this one, it denotes the people of God, the genuine Israel in dis- 
tinction 6vra the mere descendants of Jacob. This genuine Israel 
was called from the very infancy of the nation to be the servant 
of Jehovah in beaiing witness of his existence and perfections b) 
the world. Now from this use of the phrase in other parts of the 
composition it seema to be an irresistible conclusion, according to 
the established laws of language, that it must have the same mean- 
ing in ch. lii. 13-liii., unless a decided intimation is given by the 
writer of a change of meaning. We have no more right to inter- 
pret a passage independent of its connection with the composition 
of which it forms a part, or to give t« a phrase a meaning which 
is not estabLshed by its use in other parts of the composition, than 
we have to make light mean darkness, or darkness light. When, 
therefore, in liL 13, the prophet represents the Deity as saying, 
" Behold, ray servant shall prosper; 
He shall be lifted up, and set on high, anil greatly exaltBd," — 
we are obliged by the use of language, usks lo^endi, in the pas- 
s^es which have been adduced, to suppose that he refers to the 
same servant, the same people of God, of which it is SMd in xlii. 
10, "It is a robbed and plundered people," and in xliii. 10, " Ye 
m'e my witnesses, and my servant whom I have chosen," and which 
in xlix. S is expressly called " Israel, in whom I will be glori- 
fied." This peopleof God, this betterpartof the nation, under the 
guidance of the prophets, was disposed to return from exile, and to 
inuit« and prepare the whole nation for a restoration from captivity. 
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This meaning of the phrase " Servant of God " is not only sup- 
ported hy the writer's use of language, and by the coniiection of 
lii. 13-liii. with the preceding and following chapters, but also by 
several indications in the description of the Servant of God in 
ch. liii., taken in connection with the circumstances tinder which 
the author wrote. 

1 . The sufferings and persecutions of the Servant of God in this 
passage are represented as past. It is only his prosperity and glo- 
ry that are represented as future. Thus: — 

]ii. 14. "Ab many wfre amaied Bt the sight of him." 
liii. 2. " He greio up before him like a tender plant." 
3. "He wat despised and forsiilien of men." 
G. ** All we like sheep vjera goipg aatray. 
Wa tamed every one to his own way; 
But Jehovah l^d upon him ttie iniquity of ns all." 
B. ** His grave iDa$ appointed with the wiclted," &e. 

On the other hand, the prosperity and glory of the Servant of 
God are future:— 



lii. 13. 


" Behold, my servant iMI prosper, 


"&o. 




" So ehaU he cause many nations ti 


) exult," &o. 


liii. 10. 


'■ He sfeoa see posterity," &i. 




13. 


" Therefore wiU I give him his port 


ion," &e. 



It is evident, then, that the prophet represents the Servant of 
God as already existing in a low condition ; that his sufferings are 
present or past, and have been observed by the writer and his con- 
temporaries. The stand-point of the prophet is between the suf- 
fering condition of the Servantof God, andhis glory. He predicts 
no sufferings. Here, too, there is no room for the application of 
the Hebrew idiom, that the prophets, In order to express emphasis 
or certainty in predietjons, sometimes use the present or past tense 
instead of the future. This will not explain why the sufferinga 
should all be represented as past, and the prosperity and glory aa 
all future. If, then, the Servant of God is represented as actually 
living in a low condition in the time of the prophet; if his suf- 
ferings are represented as present or past, and his prosperity and 
glory as future ; and if what is said of the Servant of God can be 
applied to no individual in the time of the prophet, — then it fol- 
lows that it refei-s to the same people of God, the Jewish <Iiurch, 
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called his servant in the preceding chapters, who had suffered 
grievous afflictions and perBecutions ia the e.tile at Bahjion, and 
were now to be restored to their native land, exalted to prosperity, 
and employed as God's instrument for extending the light of relig- 
ion and love to the nations of the earth. 

2. There is one part of the description which shows very con- 
clusively that by the Servant of God is meant not an individual 
man, but a body of men personified. It is that which represents 
him as dying and buried, and yet aa one who shonU "see poster- 
ity," and " prolong his days," and " have his portion with the 
ffliglity.'' and "divide the spoil with heroes." Here, there can be 
no reference to a resurrection from death. The connection shows 
that die writer had no such conception in his mind. He plainly 
represents the Servant of God as prospering o» earth after his 
humiliation and death ; as " causing kings to shut their months 
before him " ; as having posterity on earth, and dividing the spoil 
with heroes. Now if the Servant of God denote the people of 
-God, the righteous part of the nation, then some of their number 
might be represented as dying in Babylon, and thus making tieir 
grares with the wickud, while the holy people itself, the organ of 
God's spirit, the elect agent of his plans, might have an immortal 
existence, be restored from exile, attain to prosperity and glory, 
and give light and righteousness to the nations. 

3. The most remarkable part of the description of the Servant 
of God is that in which the unrighteous and irreligious Jews are 
represented as saying of him : " He bore our diseases and carried 
our pains " ; "he was wounded for our transgressions, and bruised 
ibr our iniquities"; "by his stripes we are healed"; "Jehovah 
hath liud upon bim the iniquity of us ail " ; " he hath made his life 
a sacrifice for sin," — " bore the sin of many, and was numbered 
with transgressors." This is certainly very remarkable language, 
whether relating to an individual or to a body of men. But it is 
plain that the prophet is speaking of the past, and not of the fu- 
ture. It is to be regretted that we have not a history of the pre- 
cise condition of the Jews in Babylon during the captivity, so th;it 
we might be able to judge how applicable the language aboie 
quoted was to the religious and righteous part of the Jewish na- 
tion, the elect Israel of God. It ia easy to suppose, however, from 
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thecircumEtancesofthe case, from intimations of tke nrit«]' in other 
parts of tlie disconrse (I, 4 - 10), and from indications in tlie Psalms, 
sucli as cxxxvii., that tbe most religious and patriotic Jews in tho 
captiyity at Babylon were most ridiculed and oppressed by their 
Babylonian tyrants ; that it was of them that their oppressors de- 
manded to hear " one of the songs of Zion " in a strange land. It 
is also evident from such passages as livi. 5, that many of the cap- 
tives became indifferent to their native land. Their moral and 
religions condition may be compared to that of their ancestors, 
whom Mosea led out of Egypt. Sach being the case, it would be 
natural for the prophet to represent the ti-ue and righteous servants 
of God among the exiles, — such as were animated with the spirit 
of the prophet himself, and labored to inspire a sprit of religion 
Snd patriotism in the idolatrous Jews, and mere ridiculed for it, 
and perhaps in some instances suffered martyrdom for it, — it 
would be natural, I say, for the prophet, by a figure of speech 
common both in the Old Testament and the New, to represent 
such righteous servants of God as " bearing the sins " of the idola- 
trous and indifferent Hebrews, whom they labored and suffered to 
inspire with the spirit of reli^on, and with a desire to return to 
then" natnaland The more faithlul these righteous men were, 
the moie were they ndieuled and per-eented at Babylon. By 
their peeuhar oppressions there can be no doubt that many of 
them came to an untimely end At anj late, the whole Jewish 
nition IS represented as punished with captivity on account of 
tlieir ins, ind, of coui-se, tlie pious and righteous among them 
suffered, not foi tlieir own sins, but foi tho-* of the community 
with which they were connected It was aho for the sake of the 
righteous servants of God, that he is represented as restoring the 
nation b> tlieir own land Thus in ch Ixv 8, 9 — 
"Thnscaith Jehovah: 
As whan jaice is found in a clustev. 
Men 88y, " Destroy it DOt,-foi' n blessing h in it " ; 
So will 1 do, for the sake of my servants, nnd will not destroy the whole j 
I will canse a atflm to spring fbrth from Jacob, 
And from Judah a possessor of my m 
My chosen shall possess the land, 
And my servants shall dwell there." 
We also read, tiist ten vjghtcous n: 
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lit on of SDlom ind that Ezekiel* "bore tie iniquity" of the 
hou'ie of Isnel '^e also Matt. viii. 1 7. We also reavi : "I will 
gne Egjpt foi thj rwsom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. I will 
yve men for thee and nations for thy life."f In the Arabian 
Nights Entert-unmcnfi 1= translated by Mr. Lane, we constantly 
meet such 1 m^jui^e as I will be thy i-ansom," meanin", 1 will 
nsk mv Lfe to sive yours It cannot, therefore, be regiu^led as 
an extriva^ant oi verj uncommon use of metaphorical language, 
that the people of God the righteous part of the Jewish nation, 
laboring suffering and dying in exile, should be represented as 
wounded " for the tran\,Tesaiona of others, and " bruised for 
their iniquities as receiving the stripes by which the people 
were healed and offering themselves a sacrifice for their deliver- 
ance. It IS at least certain that this metaphorical language would, 
ia the time of the prophet and his contemporaries, be just as ap- 
propriate and intelligible when applied to a body of righteous ser- 
vants of God, as when applied to an individual. The idea of the 
literal sacrifice of a single man would haye been as abhorrent to 
the feelings of the prophet as that of the literal sacrifice of a body 
of men. Thus, from all the considerations which have been ad- 
duced, the conclusion ia that tlie humiliation and exaltation of thn 
Servant of God jn Is. lii. IS-liii. 12 denol« the humiliation and 
exaltation of the people of God, the Jewish church, or that part of 
the Jewish nation which was true to its name and calling. 

Having thus given a positive view of what the passage does 
mean, it Js not necessary to examine the various explanations 
which suppose the Servant of God to denote an individual, wheth- 
er Jeremiah, Is^ah, Cyrus, or any other. I will only observe, 
that the Messiah is in no other passage of the Old Testament rep- 
resented as a sufferer, but only as prosperous and triumphant It 
is also to be observed, that, however suitable some parts of the 
language may be to. describe the life, sufferings, and death of Jesus 
Christ, yet other parts of it cannot be so applied without manifest 
violence. Thus kings are represented as personally doing homage 
to the Servant of God, and " shutting their mouths before hun," 
The Servant of God ia also represented as having " his grave with 
the wicked," and yet as "seeing posterity, and dividing the spoil 
• Ch. iv. f Is. xliiL s, 4. 
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with the strong," This was not true of Christ in the obTioos 
sense of the writer, and it is not easy to see how it can be true of 
any individual servant of God. But if the plirase have, as we 
have expMned it, a collective sense, and denote the people of God, 
then some of its members might die while the community contin- 
ued tfl live. Then, as wo have before seen, the sufferings of the 
Servant of God are all represented as past in the time of the vrrit- 
er. How, then, could they be regarded by him as relating to Je- 
sus of Nazareth? The application of the passage to Christ would 
also require an entire separation of it from ita connection with all 
which precedes and follows it in the discourse contwned in Is. 
xl.-lxvi. Whether the passage maybe applied tfl Clirist in the 
allegorical or double sense, a sense not in the mind of the writer, 
is another question, which it is not my purpose fo discnsa. Uncon- 
scious types or prefigurations of Christ are lo be found in Moses, 
David, Jeremiah, Socrates, and others. But no more distinct type 
of the Saviour can be found than the Servant of God as described 
by the evangelical prophet. The ideas of self-denial and self-sac- 
rifice, and of victory or salvation effected not only in spite of the 
Bufferings and Ignominy of the instrument, but by means of them, 
are set forth with the greatest clearness. It is one of many pas- 
sages in the Old Testament which sets the seal of condemnation 
on the elaborate and unqualified contrasts which some of our mod- 
em preachers have drawn between Jud^sm and Christianity. 
Noon does not follow morning more naturally than Christianity 
followed the inspired utterances of the unknown Jewish prophet, 
the greatest, in a religious point of view, of the wonderful succes- 
sion of the holy men of God who have spoken as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost for the instruction of the world. 

The opinion that " the Servant of God," in the passage we have 
been examining, denotes a community, and not an indivuiual, has 
been maintained with different modifications by the Jewish critics 
Aben-Ezra, Jarchi, Kimchi, and Abarbanel ; also by Eosenmul- 
ler, Eicbhom, Dr. Priestiey, Seller, Gesenius, Paulus, Maurer, 
Knobel, Ewald, Hitzig, and others. 

I have thus endeavored to set forth the origin, the nature, and 
the subject-matter of the Messianic pi-edictions. I have brought 
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forward all the passages of the Old Testament wMcli, in my 
view, relate to the Messiah, and have examined a considerable 
number of passages which, by some interpreters, have been sup- 
posed to relate to him, but which seem to me to have been mis- 
interpreted or misapplied. 

I now come to thi subject of the fulfilment of the Messianio 
predictions, — a subject to which great importance has been at- 
tached in the Christian ChTirob, and which has been by some 
regarded aa one of the pillars on which the truth of Cbrislianity 
rests. On this account I have endeavored to be very careful and 
thorough in the examination of the Messianic predictions, in order 
to find out what they are, and what they mean. It appears to me 
very injurious to Christianity, and promotive of infideUty, to insist 
upon a kind of proof which will not stand the test of critical ex- 
amination. Our religion has abundant evidence on which it 
rests, as on a rock against which the gates of hell can never pre- 
vaiL The effect of refening young inquirers to a kind of evi- 
dence which, in a period of deeper inquiry, may sink beneath 
their feet, is to impiur their confidence in that which is solid and 
genuine. 

It has been a prevalent view, especially among English writers, 
that the Messianic predictions were designed and promulgated by 
God through the prophets, for the express purpose of characteriz- 
ing the person of an extraordinary messenger, whom he was at a 
future time to raise up for the redemption of the world, so that, 
when he came, these predictions might constitute a miraculous 
attestation to his Divine mission. Accordingly, the course of 
many writers on the evidences of Christianity has been to show 
in the particular events, actions, and sufferings of the personal 
Ufe of Jesus such a coincidence with the predictions of the 
prophets of the Old Testament as proves miraculous foresight in 
them, such as Omniscience ahDne could impart or exercise. 

On this view two remarks may be made, before, by a review of 
the life of Jesus, we endeavor to ascertain what the fulfilment of 
the Messianic predictions by him actually was. 

The first remark is, that it is difficult k> perceive how the cir- 
cumstance that an event or act in the life of Jesus corresponds to 
a prediction of it by a prophet, affords evidence of the Divine nut- 



Ho,-.db, Google 



Ixiv INTRODUCTION. 

Bion of tte former. If the predict o b b ) on 1 human foresight, 
implying miraculous foreknowledne ii tl e propl t t b easy to 
understand how it proTcs the D vine m bb on ut the p ed eter ; 
but not how it provea any sueh th ng in r gard to the subject of 
the prediction. Suppose, for iiistdiice thit K ng Cyrua or the 
Pope of Eome was the subject of a m tacul ub pred ct on Sueh 
a prediction would not prove the Divine mission of King Cyrus or 
of the Pope of Rome, hut only of the prophet who made the pre- 
diction. It is the author, not the subject, of a miraculous predic- 
tion, who is shown to have had special intercourse with Heaven. 
Suppose that any Hebrew prophet had predicted any miracle of 
Jesus, such as the resurroclion of Lazarus from the dead. Who 
does not see that it is only the resurrection of Lazarua itself by 
the instrumentality of Jesus, that proves anything concerning his 
relations to the Deity ? The prediction of the event would only 
prove the miraculous knowledge of the ancient prophet. 

My second remark is, that it appcMS from a general survey of 
the Messianic predictions in the Old Testament, that they are in 
their very nature subjective, not objective, so far at least as the 
prophetic writers are concerned. These predictions are indefi- 
nite, general, and, in lorae degree, varioue. The prophets, in 
writing them, could not have supposed that they had foresight of 
the particular actions or events in the life of an historical person. 
The whole aspect and purport of their predictions show that 
what they did was to predict that a glorious state of things would 
be brought about by such instrumentalities as they, in their cir- 
cumstances, would naturally conceiTe to be the moat effectual for 
the purpose. A king, a descendant of David, who would of 
course be bom in Bethlehem, would be such an instrumentality in 
the time of Isfuah or Micah. To another prophet, writing near 
the close of the exile in Babylon, the Jewish church collectively, 
or the righteous part of the nation, rather than a single individ- 
ual, might appear to he the instrumentality for the same purpose. 
To Malachi a single prophet of transcendent powers might seem 
to be the great deliverer. If, then, the instrumentalities for af- 
fecting the glorious condition of the Jewish nation and the world 
might be various, and represent only the subjective views of the 
propliets,^if the prophets themselves never supp<Fsed tliat they 
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had objective foresight of the actions or events in the life of any 
, future historical person, — then it follows of course that no histori- 
cal person could have fulfilled their predictions in the sense which 
many have maintained ; namely, tiiat of performing particular 
acts, and experiencing particular events, wlieUier joyous or afflic- 
tive, which had been miraculously foreseen. The prophets never 
Imagined that thty had any such otjcctive foresight in lependent 
of natural mdicitions. This appc'tts as has been said trom an 
examination of their prediction' themselves indepenlenUy ot any 
compiriBon of them with the actions and life of Tesi' Their 
predctions were aubjtct ve not objective Whether the Deity 
himself who r»sel up the prophets may haie had in historical 
person m view to which then- sabji-ctive predict ons tended or 
pointed IS another ques&on — a question which cannot be de- 
cide! by ani rules it interpretation The mind of the prophets 
alone tan be Tscertaincd by the mtorpretation of lanjua^e I 
can see no objection to tho supposition that it was revealed to the 
mind of Christ that he was the instrument for accomplishing the 
great moral and reli^ous purposes of God which the prophete had 
unfolded. 

With these preliminary remarks, we come to the question in 
what sense and in what degree Christ himself claimed t* fulfil 
their predictions, and especially their predictions relating to the 
kingdom of God. For it is a truth which can neither be doubted 
nor denied, that Jesus connected the whole plan of hia mission 
and ministry with the predictions of the prophets. He claimed 
to fulfil in some sense their predictions, and especially their pre- 
dictions relating to the kingdom of God. He claimed to be a 
king, the head of the kingdom which the prophets had pre- 
dicted as about to be established in the world. 

Now, in order to perceive in what sense and in what degree 
Jesus claimed to fulfil the Messianic predictions, it is necessary to 
call in min<l the threefold classification of them which we hare 
before considered : — 1. Those exclusively religious and moral in 
tiieir nature. 2. Those in which a political element was min- 
gled. 3. Those which relate to the instramentaltty by which the 
tilings prurlioted were to be effected, 

It has been shown in relation to the first class of prediction* 
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that tho Hebrew prophofei, trusting in the power of tmth and in 
the promises made by God to the fathers of their nation, had ex- 
pressed the confident expectation, that is, had predicted, that the 
time would come when the kingdom of God would be universally 
established on earth ; when the Supreme Being, who in their 
time was known and worshipped only in Israel, would be known 
and worshipped by all nations ; when all men would fee! and ac- 
knowledge their obligation to gorem their lives by his will; 
when the moral and religious knowledge already established in 
Israel by the Divine Spirit would be greatly increased there, and 
also be diffused throughout the world ;' when the light of truth, 
proceeding from Israel, should enlighten the whole human race. 

Now we know from the New Testament that it was these moral 
and religious predictions alone which Jesus regarded himself as 
sent from the Father to accomplish in their literal sense. The 
design of his mission, as set forth by him, was strictly a moral and 
religious design. When, therefore, he claimed to be the Messiah, 
and ta fulfil the predictions of the prophets relating to the Mes- 
siah, his meaning must have been, that he was the instrument, 
raised np and sent by God, la accomplish the moral and religious 
predictions of the prophets. That he was this instrument he 
knew by the revelation of the spirit of God in his own soul. To 
others he gave evidence of it in various ways. In claming to be 
tiie Messiah, it could not have been the meaning of Jesus, that he 
was the identical historical person, performing the same historical 
acts, meeting with the same incidents, suffering the same identical 
trials, which the prophets foresaw; because, as we have seen, the 
prophets never had, nor pretended t^ have, any such foresight of 
an historical individual. It is amply sufficient to justify tlie cltum 
of Jesus to be the Messiah, to be " hiip of whom Moses in the law 
and the prophets did write," if he was appointed by God Uj bless 
all the families of the earth by accomplishing the predictions of 
the prophets respecting the extension of the knowledge of God 
and of his laws. The political element in the predictions of the 
prophets Jesus could not regm^l himself as called by God to fulfil, 
or believe that he fulfilled, in a literal sense, but only in an analo- 
gous and higher sense. That the prophets had connected a po- 
litical element with theit predictions of the regeneration of the 
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Jewish nation and tlio world, Jesua regarded as evidence of their 
[mperfection, when compared with the humblest Christian.* He 
never doubted or denied that they had cherished expectations of 
Buch an outward political kingdom. He felt that it was hia mis- 
eion to fulfil the essential moral and religious expectations of the 
prophets, separated from whatever was outward and political in 

The evidence of tie preceding statements is to be found, firet, 
in what we know of the design and plan of Jesus, and secondly, 
in some of his particular declarations. 

1. The design and plan of Jesus were moral, spuritual, and uni- 
versal. His object was to diffuse the knowledge of God and of 
duty to the whole human race, and not to effect any political ob- 
ject relating to the Jewish nation or to himself. He asserts' that 
the great design of his manifestation was to bear witness to the 
truth- " For this end was I bom, and for this end have I come 
to the world, to bear witness to the truth. Every one who is of 
the truth listens to my voice," f — i. e. obeys me, or is my sub- 
ject. " This is life eternal, that they may know thee, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." J "I have 
made known thy name to the men whom thou hast given me out 
of the world." " 1 have made known to them thy name, and will 
make it known," § In John viii. 13, he calls himself the light of 
the world, which is come that no one might remain in darkness, 
bat have the light of life; and in xii. 46, " I have come a light 
into the world, that whosoever believeth in me may not abide in 
darkness," But it is scarcely necessary to biing an array of pas- 
sages to show, what all the discourses of Jesus, from the Sermon 
on the Mount to the last words which he uttered, fiilly prove, 
that his plan was purely of a moral and spiritual nature. Al| 
attempts to show that, at any period of his life, he had a different 
one, have proved tlitile and vain. The nnivereality of this plan 
or aim is equally manifest. He embraced in it the whole family 
of man. Id addition to the passages already quoted from John, 
we find in Luke xxiv. 47, "that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins should be proclaimed Jn his name among all the nations"; 
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and in Matt. xsiv. 14, " And this goapei of the kingdom shall be 
proclaimed in all the world for a witneas to all the nations " ; and 
in xxvi, 13, "wherever thia gospel shall be proclaimed in the 
wtoie world " ; and in Mark xvi. 15, " Go ye into all the world, 
and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation." 

If, then, the plan of Jesns was purely moral and religious, and 
also iiniTeraal, then it is manifest that he neither conld, nor sup- 
posed that he conld, accomplish in the strict and proper sense any 
of the predictions of the prophets except those which were moral 
and religious in their nature, and related tj) all mankind. He 
conld not, in a literal sense, accomplish those which predicted a 
happy and glorious political condition of the Jewish nation under 
the Messiah as an earthly king. In these expectations he must 
bavS regarded the prophets as being in error. This is evident, 
not only from what has been stated respecting the purely sjMrit- 
ual design of his mission, but also from clear intimations of his 
own, especially in Matt, xi., where we find him casting a degree 
of dispari^ment upon John the Baptist, and making him less 
than the least under the Christian dispensation. It is eyidenC 
from the connection, that the cause of hia disparaging John was, 
that the latter, as a Jewish prophet, regarded the kingdom of 
God as in part a political kingdom,* and the Messiah as a political 
king, who was to found his kingdom as much by an outward tri- 
umph over his foes as by moral influence. And yet Jesus with 
emphasis pronounces John to be the greatest of all the prophets 
of the Jewish dispensation. How plfunly does his language con- 
cerning John show in what light he regarded the predictions of 
the more ancient and less Dlumined prophets I How plain is it, 
that he regarded them as entertaining imperfect and erroneous 
conceptions of the nature of his kingdom I And if this be so, how 
plain is it that he did not regard their predictions as arising from 
miraculous foresight of the events of his life ! For if they had had 
such miraculous objective foresight, they could not have mistaken 
a private man who had not where to lay his head for a glorious 
and triumphant temporal king. I regard this passage in Mat 
thew as highly important as a proof of the light in which Jesu. 
r^arded tie predictions of the prophets. 

• So Nenndap in his Life of Christ, § 135. So also Lightfoot, Meyer 
and De Wette, ad he. 
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Let 119 now, in contrMt with what has been maintained to be 
the moral, religious, and universal plan of Josus, suppose, for tho 
sake of illustrating the subject, that fJie prophets, in order to ^re 
characteristics by which the men of future times might know the 
Messiah, Lad delineated the actual personal history of Jesus ; and 
that he had believed it to be the design, or even one design, of his 
ministry to act it out. Who cannot perceive that the tendency 
of such an impression on his mind would have been to produce a 
formal, imitative, artificial, unoriginal character, inferior to that 
of the prophets themselves, and as different as possible from what 
■we know the character of Christ to have been ? Some have sup- 
posed that Jesus rode into Jerusalem on an asa in order by that 
particular act to fulfil a prediction of the prophets relating to 
himself personally. Who could not do such an outward thing as 
that ? And what sort of cliaracter would a man acquire who 
should regard it as the mission of his life to do things of that kind 
in confonnity with a prescribed pr<^am ? 

It appears, then, from what we know of the design and plan of 
Jesos, as well as from some more particular intimations, that when 
ho claimed to fulfil the predictions of the prophets, or of the Old 
Testament, his meaning was that he was the instrument raised 
up by God to accomplish their moral and reli^ous predictions 
relating to the extension and establishment of tho knowledge of 
God and his laws in the world, and to the establishment of a re- 
ligious community. This is all which Jesus could design to fulfil 
in the sense of literal accomplishment. 

IL But did not Jesus clwm to fulfil predictions of another de- 
scription ? Did he not claim to be the founder of a kingdom, and 
to be a king, — a greater king than David ? Did he not claim to 
found such a kingdom, and to be such a Messiah, as should fulfil 
the predictions of the prophets in which the politieal element pre- 
dominates ? Certdnly he did. But it by no means folloivs that 
lie undertook to fulfil them in a literal sense, or in the sense which 
the prophets attaclied to their language. Their temporal and po- 
litical expectations relating to their nation and to the Messiah he 
well knew; but as they did not harmonize with hie moral and 
religious plan, he could not realize them in the sense in which the 
prophets cherished and expressed them. He must, in order to be 
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consistent, hare regard lithe natonal an ipolt al pr 1 t ons of 
the prophets aa conta m g a po t on of mperf ct on a d or 
For they had predicted as we have seen a state of pre ni nent 
glory and felicity for their nat on under the Me an c k ng The 
germ of essentia! and n versal truth wl h was nelu i ^ m th «() 
predietjons, and which hirmonz^ w th ha mo al and rslgiois 
plan, that ho undertook to real ze and perf t Tl is g rm was 
the fundamental idea of theo rat go emrae t the d«a tl at 
Jehovah was to be the r S pr me R ler and that all nat ons 
would In fellowship w th Israel he sulj xt to his dom n on an 1 
serve him as the only Coil Jesus h-uloilj toremo e fion the 
theocratic predictions of th j phets tl e r pa t al ex lu. 
political element, to hr ng them to harmonj with 1 j ntual 
and universal plan. 

Thus, in a certain sens of the word fuiriment a e o r cog 
nized in the Gospela, and fou d n the 1 tonarcs Jesus eouU 
regard himself as fulM ng the poht cal th o dt c predict ons at 
the prophets, as well as tho e wh eh were purely moral and reh^ 
ious. In one sense of the wo d fulfal t means to perfect that 
which is incomplete, to s pply aometh ng better n place ot thit 
which is imperfect, to fill up that wh ch is defi. ent Thus our 
Saviour says. Matt. v. 17 Think not that I came to destroy the 
law or the prophets ; I came ot to dcstro but to fulfil It m 
be that he refers here onlj to the pre ept pa-t both of the 
prophets and the law. How then d d he f ilfil the pre ept ve 
part of the Law and the Prophels I Uot ccrta nly bj re ena t ng 
and enforcing the ident cal pre pt. contain d n the Old Tc 
lament, but rather by giv ng h gher broider an 1 mo o sp r 
itual precepts in their place e by omplet ng and pe fectint, 
the morality of the anc ent t mes — by gi ng a sjste h h 
would accomplish the end whi h the Law anl the Pr phets 
aimed at. 

Now in the same sense of the word " fulfil " Jesus might claim 
to fulfil the national theocratic prcdict'on't of the prophets ; 
namely, by effecting something analogous to what these imported, 
but more comprehensive, higher, and better This he undertook 
to do by excluding from them wh'fct was pobtiial, partial, and 
national, as belonging to the imperfect and erroneous conceptions 
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of the propliet?, ami by r«tainjng only tic idea of tlie reign nf 
Jeioyah over the wliole human race and oier the human hpart, 
which was the most e^eotial element in those predictions. By 
establishing the kingdom of God, the empire of truth and duty, 
of moral and reliffious principle, the worship of the Father in 
spirit and in truth, not in Jerusalem or Gerizim only, but through- 
out the earth, — not bylongjoumeya,aspleiidid temple, anil pom- 
pous rites, hut in spirit and in. truth, — our Saviour conceived that 
he waa fulfilling even the theocratic predictions of the prophets. 
This was a ftiifilment, not because it waa in all respects the very 
thing which the prophets had predicted, but something purer, 
more comprehensive, higher, and better. Hia enemies might 
accnse him of destroying the prophets by r^arding the outward 
pohtical element in their predictions ai, imperfect and erroneous. 
He says that by so doing he was not destroying, but fulfilling. 

I will, on account of the importance of the subject, go into 
some particulars for the sake of illustration, though at the risk of 
repetition. 

1. The prophets had predicted that Jehovah would deliver his 
people from the yoke of political slavery, and irom the temporal 
misery which had been brought tipon them by victorious foreign 
enemies. Jesus clamed to fulfil this prediction by accomplishing 
a higher, better, and wider deliverance than the prophets hail 
fully conceived. He found the whole Jewish and heathen world 
under the dominion of error and sin, slaves in a relipous and 
moral sense, and claimed to be commissioned by God to redeem 
them from this condition. Thus John iii. 1 7 ; " For God sent not 
his Son info the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be saved." John viii. 34 -3S; "Jesus an- 
swered. Whoso eommitteth sin is a servant of sin. And the ser- 
vant abideth not in the house forever; but the Son abideth 
forever. If the Son, therefore, shall make you free, ye shall be 
free indeed." It seems to be the very design of Christ in this last 
verse, to contrast the freedom which he promised with that wliich 
the prophets had predicted. He fulfilled their predictions of 
political freedom, not by the offer of the thing itself, but of some- 
thing higher and better, — of moral freedom, freedom from sin. 

2. The prophets had predicted that Jehovah would again ha 
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reconciled with liis penitent and reformftd people of the Jewish 
nation ; that he would dwell in the midst of them, and never more 
forsake them ; that he would be their Gk>d, and that tliej" should 
be his people. Jesus undertook to ftilfil this prediction in a 
higher and more comprehensive sense than had entered the 
minds of the prophets. He found the whole world in a state of 
alienation from God by sin, and regarded it as his mission to 
bring them back fo their offended sovereign, — to bring them into 
an intimate relation to him, making them sons of Glod, looking to 
liim with confidence as a father. " But as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become eons of God, even to tliem that 
believe on his name ; who were bom, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the (iesh, nor of the will of man, but of Grod." (John i. 12, 
13.) " That they all may be one ; as thou, Father, art in me, and 
I in thee, that tbey also may be one in us." (John xviL 21.) 

S. The prophets had predicted that, when Jehovah had re- 
deemed his people from their oppressions and reconciled them to 
himself, he would confer upon them great temporal felicity. Jesus 
fulfilled this prediction by giving his followers, not the very tiling 
predicted, but something higher and better than temporal fe- 
licity ; — a bleissedness which may be enjoyed by the poor, by the 
weak, by the persecuted ; a participation in the kingdom of 
heaven through spiritual fellowship with God in this world, which 
would be the foretaste and pledge of endless blessedness with 
^iTl^ in heaven. " Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you ; not as the world givetb, give I unto you." (John xiv. 27.) 

4. Finally, the prophets had predicted the restoration of the 
Jewish nation to a flourishing condition as a state, and its contin- 
uance in imperishable splendor among the nations of the earth. 
How far Jesus was from tulfilhng, or designing to fulfil, this pre- 
diction according to the conceptions of the prophets themselves, is 
plain from the &ct that he came predicting the destruction, and 
not the glory, of the Jewish nation. But in one sense of the term 
"fulfil," to which we have referred, Jesus fulfilled even this pre- 
dictjon. He fulfilled it by. establishing something higher and 
better, — by founding a spiritual community inwardly united by 
a common faitli and by fraternal love, existing in imperfection in 
this world, but attaining to perfection in the world to come. Men 



Ho,-.db, Google 



INTEODUCTION. IxxiJi 

i-maot observe its rise and Its progress as those of an (jutwa,rd em- 
jiire ; for it has its seat in tlie inward life. " The kingdom of God 
oometh not with observation; neither shall they say, Lo hero! 
or, Lo there ! fbr, behold, tlie kingdom of God is within j-on." 
(Luke XTii. 90, 21.) But a sign of its presence is the conflict 
with evil. "Butif Icastoutdemonabytheepirit of God, then is 
the kingdom of God already come to j-ou." (Matt. xii. 28.) It baa 
no political objects ; for it is not of this worid. " My kingdom is 
not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would 
my servants fight that I should not be delivered to the Jews ; bnt 
now is my kingdom not from hence." (John xviii, 36.) In this 
spiritual community of Christ there are no distinctions of rank, as 
in political eommunities. " Ye know that the princes of the Gen- 
tiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise 
authority upon them. Bat it shall not be so among you ; but who- 
soever will be great among you, let him be your minister ; and 
whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant." 
What is ontward, relating to time, place, and form, is unimportant. 
A pious, devoted heart is everything. "The true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth." (John iv. 33.) 
The members of this community are they who come to God and to 
his Son, and remain true to them in heart and life, wbetlier on 
earth or in heaven. It is destined to be, not only an eternal, but 
a universal kingdom. Keligious and moral truth shall draw to it 
one after another, till at last it shall bring dl under ite dominion. 
" The kingdom of heaven is like to a gr^n of mustard-seed, which 
a man took and sowed in hie field : which is the least indeed of all 
seeds i but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and 
becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in its 
branches." (Matt. xiii. 31, 32.) 

To denote this invisible spuitual community, Jesus uses the old 
theocratic expression, " kingdom of God," or " kingdom of heav- 
en," though he represents it not as a nation, but as a family of 
God. Jehovah, as the head of the old outward theocracy, was 
called king. At the head of the new community of Christ he is 
called father. The members of the old theocracy were subjects or 
servants ; those of the new Christian community were sons of God. 
The religious bond between God and the old theocracy was the 
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fear of Jehovah; tliat between him and the community of Christ 
is childlike faith ; the chief duty in tlie one ia righteousness; in the 
other, love. Thus, under Christ, tie fulfiUer of the old theocracy, 
every family in heaven and earth ia united to one common Father 
by faith, and held together by one common bond of love. 

Thus, in general and in various particulars it has been shown 
how Jesus fulfilled the theocratic, as well as the moral and relig- 
ious expectations of the propheta. He wmed to realize the essen- 
tial fundamental ideas which were shrouded in their imperfect, 
erroneous, partial, political conceptions, by introducing into the 
world something having a certain analogy to them, but higher, 
more spiritual, and more comprehensive. Thus it was that Jesua 
came not to destroy, but to ftilfil, the prophets. 

I w m t t) tl i la. f tl e Messianic predictions, 
ai Ij thos It f th th t king himself. Though 

th pi tl t thci S3 t ally the same as that of the last 

lass threis ad ta^m ai ng those relating to tlie 
Mess h h ms !f par t I t f the passages in the New 

Testam t whi hblj,tth bjt The object is to explain 
in what sense Jesus claimed to fulfil in his own person the predic- 
tions of the prophets relating to the theocratic king of the Jewish 
nation, the Messiah. 

What those predictions were, we have seen. We have found 
that, according to nearly ail the prophets, the Messiah was not 
only to be filled ivith the spirit of God, and qualified to extend 
the knowledge of Jehovah in the world, but also to be a wise and 
mighty temporal king of the house of David, who would exalt the 
Jewish nation to a high degree of prosperity and glory. He was 
not only to establish and extend the kingdom of God among men, 
and cause truth and righteousness to prevail under his influence, 
but he was to do it as a wise, virtuous, mighty, and victorious 
temporal king. We have found, by an examination of all the 
passages relating to the Messiah in the Old Testament, that they 
admitted of no other interpretation- We have also been unable 
to find any passage in which an individual Messiah was repre- 
sented bj any Hebrew prophet as in a low condition, or as suffer- 
ing and dying. Tliis ouglit to bo adniitteii as the sure result of 
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BCiontific critidam, whatever bearing it may have on Now Tista^ 
ment interpretation. 

Still Jesus claimed to be the Messiah virtually and by intima- 
tion in the beginning of his ministry, and more fully and expli- 
citly in a subsequent part of it. In Matt. xvi. 17, he gives liiglj 
commendation to Peter for his declaration, " Thou art the Christ, 
the son of the living God " ; and afErms that it was revealed to 
him not by flesh and blood, but by his father in heaven. In eh. 
xxvi. S3, Pilate adjures him by the living God to say whether he 
was the Christ, and his answer under oath is, " I am." So in ch. 
xKvii. 11, in answer to the question of Pilate, "Art thou the 
King of the Jews?" he repKes, "I am." So in the Gospel of 
John he is represented as solemnly affirming the same thing to the 
woman of Samaria (iv. 26) ; to the blind man, who was restored 
tG sight (is. 37, Soj.) ; and to Pilate (xviii. 37). 

It is equally plain in what sense Jesus claimed to be a ting and 
to be the Messiah. He did not claim to be the Messianic king in 
the outward, partial, political sense of the term, as the prophets 
anticipated and hia countrymen expected. He advised his coun- 
trymen to pay tribute to CieEar. (Matt. xxii. 21.) Ho refuses to 
decide a controversy relating to property, saying, " Who made nie 
a ruJor or a divider over you ? " {Luke xii. 14.) He withdraws 
into retii-ement, when the people would compel him to be king. 
(John vi, 15.) He affirma expressly that liis kingdom is not of tliis 
world ; by which he evidently means to deny, not that this worid 
is the place where hia kingdom is to exist, but only that his king- 
dom is of the same nature with the kingdoms of this world. 
What is specially to he noted is, that Jesus expects to accom- 
plish his plan and the great purposes of his mission, not by wealth, 
by armies, by victoriea, but by poverty, by desertion, by martyr- 
dom, and above all, by the destruction of the Jewish nation rather 
than by its political pre-eminence. How could he have thought 
of raising the Jews as a nation to the prosperity and glory pre- 
dicted by the prophets, when in so emphatic a manner he himself 
predicted the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple as a means 
of establishing his kingdom ? (Matt. sxiv. ; Luke xix. 43, 44.) 

So much for denial. He also states positively in what sense 
he does dami to be a king ; namely, aa a soiiree of moral and 
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roligioua influence, as an authoritative teacliei- of the truth, an 
authorized expounder of the laws according to which the rctiibu- 
tiona of el«mitj- will be determined. The commiinity of which 
he is king by spiritual influence alone is one tlie members of 
which receive him as the source of life and peace by genuine 
faitli, as they are drawn to him by the Father, and who feel 
bound to each other only by the cords of love. The most explicit 
passage to this effect is that in John xviii. 87. Pilat* sayi to him, 
" Art thou a king then ? " Jesus answered, •' Yes, I am a king ; for 
this end was I born, and for this end came I into the world, that 
T iiiiglit bear witness to the truth. Every one who is of the truth 
listens to my voice," or " is my subject." All the regard which 
Jesus claims is of a moral and religious nature. He claims to be 
Lord of the sabbath (Matt. xii. 8). He is greater than the temple 
(Matt. xii. S), and reforms it (John ii. 16). He releases hia disci- 
ples from the obligation of stated fasts (Matt. ix. 14 -IG). He 
assei-ts his right to forgive sins (Matt. ix. 6) . All liis discourses 
are of a moral and religious nature. Wlien he speaks of coraiog 
in hia kingdom, i. e. coming to reign at a future time, before some 
of his contemporaries should taste of death (Matt xvi. 27, 28, 
xxiv. SI), it is not with human forces, or the parade of earthly 
fjrandeur, but in the glory of his Father and with the holy angels. 
Whatever may be the meaning of his coming in his kingdom 
after his resurrection and ascension, all must admit that it was 
not as an earthly, victorious king, conquering by means of mighty 
armies and polished weapons, as the Hebrew pvophete supposed 
the Messiah would com«. 

If, then, Jesus claimed to bo a king both on earth and in heaven 
only by spiritual influence, by being " anointed with the holy spirit 
and with power," having no helper but the spirit of the Almighty, 
how could he suppose that he fulfilled the predictions of the 
prophets respecting an outward Messianic king? B" the Jewish 
prophets [ji-edicted a tempnrd Messiah, how could Jestis suppose 
that he was fulfilling their predictions ? 

The answer to this question makes some repetition necessary, 
but not, I hope, without adding light tn the subject. 1 say, then, 
that Jci-HS claimed to bo the predicted Messiah for more reasons 
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I. Beoaiise tlie Messiah of the proplieta was to be not merdy a 
temporal Mng, but also the minister of Jehovah for promoting the 
cause of reiigiou and righteousness, and for extending the knowl- 
edge of him and his laws, not only among the Jews, but to the 
ends of the earth. Jesus could thus connect his mission and plan 
■with the moral and religious part of the office of the predicted 
Messianic king. He could feel himself inspired and commissioned 
by the Almighty to accomplish the moral and reii^ous part of the 
office of the Messiah, while he regarded the outward and earthly 
royalty, with which the prophets invested him, as belonging to 
their imperfect and erroneous conceptions. In being God's min- 
ister for regenerating the world by extending the knowledge of 
God and his laws, he beUeved that he was fulfilling all that was 
sasentjal in the predictions concerning the Messiah. With him 
the inward, the spiritual, the eternal, was everything ; the out- 
ward, the gross, the temporal, comparatively nothing. The Jews, 
the contemporaries of our Saviour, with their low and selfish 
views, fixed their minds almost exclusively on the outward tem- 
poral grandeur with which the prophets had invested the Messiah, 
and on the temporal deliverance and exaltation of their nation, 
which they believed that he would efiect. Jesus, on the contrary, 
regarded a spiritual dominion in the world, the governing of man- 
kind by the moral and spiritual power of hie religion, the bestowal 
of the privileges of sons of God on aU who should believe in hia 
name, the admission to the vision of God of all the pure in heart, 
as the fulfihnent of all that was of much consequence in the offices 
ascribed by the ancient prophets of his nation to the Messiah. 
Thus it was that Jesus clamed to be the Messiah, in the first 
place, because it was revealed to his mind by the spirit of God 
that he was qualified and commissioned to accomplish the purely 
moral and reli^ous work assigned by the prophets of the Old 
Testament to the Messianic king. 

n. In regard .to our Saviour's claim to be a king, as predicted 
by the prophets, we must call to mind the second sense of the 
t«rm " fulfil " ; namely, to supply that which is defective, to com- 
plete that which is imperfect, to elevate that which is low. Jesus, 
then, claimed to be a king, because he sustained an office anal- 
of/ju.1 to the kingly office which the pi-ophete predicted, but 
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higher mjre spiritual, and more comprehensive, answering to the 
fiiniiame tal Divine idea of royalty, namely, influence over the 
n Is of men. Dominion over the mind and spirit is analogous 
n the effects piwiaced by it to dominion by means of outward 
i spl js of power. But it is of a higher, more comprehensive, 
nd nore permanent character. Jesns, by bearing witness to the 
truth, by drawing ail men to him by the powerful influence of 
being lifted up on the cross, by casting out the prinee of this 
world through a religion established by self-denial and deatli, by 
■\anquisliing evil thiough the Comforter or Helper which was K 
come m hia namt after his death by being tlie authoritative pro- 
mulgator and expounder ot the laws of Divine retribution and 
Dn tne ai.ceptinee felt that he sat upon a far higher throne than 
tliat of Daiid — that he was i king analogous to the reputed an- 
cestor of the Messiah hut with a more real, more beneficent, more 
extensive and more laating dominion. He might thus claim to 
be tlie Messiih though he hid not been the subject of objective 
or nuiatulouB predictim He was ffie Anointed, — " anointed with 
the holy spirit and with power to accomplish the best purposes 
which the prophela supposed would be accomplished by the Mes- 
siah though he came not arrayed in robes of royalty as their 
imaginations had represented him; though his religion was es- 
tablished in the world by the destraction, rather than by tiie 
prosperity anl gloiy of the Jewish nation; and though he com- 
pletoil his work bj marf\rdom and not by victory. It was this 
spiritual conception of the Messiah which Jesus designed to 
awaken m the minis of the Jtws in the conversation recorded 
in Matt x\ii 41-44* 

In accordance with thwe views, it is remarked by one whose 
writings are held m high estimation among Christians of nearly 
every denomination the learned and truthful Neander: "The 
fulfilm(,nt of prophecy in the manifestation and labors of Christ 
necessarily involved the destruttion of the prophetic vtil and cov- 
ering of the Messianic idea."f And f^ain: "The fact that Christ 
jilaces the Baptist above the prophets, who were the very cuhni- 

" See an exposition of this paaaaga in the Clirlstian Examiner for Jan- 
nary, 1838, p. 27T. 
t Life of Cliriat, j 56. 
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natJng point of the old covenant, and yet so far below the mem- 
bera of the new deyelopmont of the kingdom, exhibits in the most 
striking way possible his view of the distance between the Old 
preparatory Testament and the New. The authority of Christ 
himself, therefore, is contradicted by those who expect to find 
the truth revealed by him already developed in the Old Testa- 
ment If in John we are to distinguish the fundamental truth 
which he held, and which pointed tfl the New Testament, from 
the limited and sensuous form in which he held it, much more, 
according to Christ's words, are we bound to do this in the Old 
Testament generally, and in its Messianic elements especially." " 

If these views be correct, the question arises, With what views 
did our Saviour refer to the predidjons of the Old Testament 
with so much emphasis and frequency as a confirmation of hia 
mission, and as testifying of him. 

The answer is. Because such a reference Ijd the prophetic writ- 
ings presented, to aii who acknowledged their authority, tiiough 
not miraculous evidence, yet a strong argument in favor of Chris- 
tianity, — an ailment drawn from resemblance and analogy, 
and the completion of the Divine purposes, intimated and begun 
to be completed in the ancient dispensation. The Jews charged 
Christ with opposition to Moses and the prophets, and even with 
blasphemy gainst God, in the cljums which he made. "We 
know," said they, " that God spake to Moses, but as for this man, 
we know not whence he is." (John ix. 29.) This supposed oppo- 
sition to Moses and the prophets by our Saviour was the m«n 
thing which led the Jews to reject and crucify him. It was, 
therefore, very much to the purpose of Jesus to show that in 
all essential respects there was a perfect harmony between him 
and Moses and the prophets ; that in regard to the essential de- 
signs and plans of God as intimated in the Old Testament, — in 
regard to the end of the law and the principal object for which the 
prophets were raised up, — he came not to destroy, but to ftilfil ; 
to accomplish some things foreseen by the prophets, and to fill 
out, develop, and perfect what was imperfect and gross in their 
conceptions. We at the present day regard it as a strong argu- 
ment in favor of Christianity, when we show that its truths are 
• Life of Christ, \ 135. 



Hcssdb, Google 



Lxxx INTRODUCTION. 

analogous to tlie light of reason, — to all tliat ive can diacover in 
tho elder Scripture writ by God's own hand, Li tlie same way 
Jesus exhibited a strong argument to the Jews in all those resem- 
blances and analogies which he found between his religion and 
that of Moses, and in all that accomplishment of the purposes of 
God by the extension of the knowledge of him and of bis laws 
which he effected by his mission, his life, and his death. It may 
be regarded as one design of the appearance of Moses and Elijah 
conversing with our Saviour in his transfiguration, if it be a real 
transacljon, to show that there was a perfect harmony between 
him and the two most venerated prophets of the ancient dispenaa- 
tjon, and that he came to complete the work which they had 
begun. So we find freciuent references made by Christ to pas- 
sages which are not predictions but only records of facts, on ac- 
count of the analogy which such facts bore to his life and death. 
Thus he is the living bread,* and not the manna which could not 
save from death ; his blood is that of tlie new covenant, as the old 
was ratified by blood; he was to be lifted up on the cross, f as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness upon a pole ; he was 
to be betrayed by a sharer of liis table, even as an ancient servant 
of God complained, " My familiar friend in whom I trusted, who 
did eat of my bread, he hath lifted up his heel ag^nst me.''{ 
Such anali^iea and comparisons were adapted to recommend his 
religion, to thotightf lil Jews. 

Still more might he expect tji recommend his religion and bis 
moral precepts to the Jews, when he showed that a great exten- 
sion of tho knowledge of God and his laws had been predicted by 
the prophets of the Old Testament, which it was his mission to ef- 
fect; and when he maintwned that, by the establishment of the 
empire of truth and duty in tlie hearts of men, he fulfilled the 
essentia], the Divine idea even of the theocratic predictions of 
the prophets. " He thus," in the language of Neander, " distin- 
guished the kernel from the perishable shell, the Divine idea from 
its temporary veil, the truth which lay in germ in the Old Testa- 
ment from the contracted form in which it presented itself to Old 
Testament minds." 

We thus see that our Saviour's appeals to the Old Testament 
• JohuTi. 32. t Jolia iii. 14. J Ps. xli. 8; Joho siii. 18. 
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presented to all wlio airknowleilged its authority au ai^ument in 
favor of his religion, — an aipiment from analogy, and die fulfil- 
ment of the Divine purposes and plans,— an argument which does 
not depend on the prophet's miraculoua foresight of contingent 
circumstances and events. Clirist thus engrafted his religion on 
that of the Old Testament, and the new covenant was the fulfil- 
ment of the old, but not in the technical sense wliicli some hare 

The ministry of the prophets was confined to their own nation. 
They were the immediate mrasengers of Jehovah to Israel. But 
God in his providence had appointed for them a work of great- 
er comprehension than that for which they consciously labored. 
They were to be the pioneers to prepare fJie way for a wider and 
nobler kingdom of God than that which they dmed to ratablish 
over Israel, — a kingdom which was to include the whole of hu- 
manity. That strong sense of the relation of the sons of Israel to 
God, which they aimed to strengthen in their own nation, was one 
day to be established between God and all souls. The greatest of 
the prophets.thefulfiller of the prophetic institntion.he who came 
not to destroy but to perfect, was t» establish in the faith and life 
of mankind the prophetic ideal of tlie kingdom of God, extended, 
purified, elevated, and spbitualized, and thus accomplish for the 
whole world what the prophets sought to accomplish for the Jow- 

Thesc holy men of old, then, rise in dignity when wc regard 
them as in a measure, what John the Baptist was by way of emi- 
nence, the forerunners of Jesus, and pioneers of the universaj 
kingdom of God. One has only to leave out of the prophetic dis- 
pensation what is national, outward, and particular, and retain the 
purely reii^ous ideas belonging to it in their general truth and 
significance, in order to regard tiiem in this light, and to assign 
them an important part in the history and advancement of the 
religion of the Mediator of the new covenant. 

An examination of all the instances in the New Testament in 
which the writers have been supposed to cite, or to represent 
Christ as citing, passages from the Old Testament as fiilfiUed in a 
more special sense than is here supposed allowable, or in a typical 
or allegorical sense, would carry us too far into the presince of 
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Uew Testament interpretation, ami require far more space than 
ia consistent witli the limits of this already extended Introduction. 
I have no doubt that the writers of the New Testament, agreeably 
to the hermeneutical logic of their age, interpreted the Old Testa- 
ment allegorically. It is possible that our SaTiour did the some. 
But it is also possible that he may have risen above his eontempo 
raries in this respect, as he did in tespect to all the essential prin- 
ciples of religion and morals- It is doubtful whether any clear 
and decided instance of allegorical interpretation occurs in his dis- 
courses, even as they are handed down to us by allegorical inter- 
preters. It cannot, at any rate, be shown that an exact knowledge 
of historical or exegetieal criticism was more essential to the mis- 
sion of Christ as the Ught and life of men, than a knowledge of 
mathematics, of astronomy, or geology. Of course the arguments 
of the Apostles had weight with those who agreed with the writers 
in the validity of their mode of interpretation. But such argu- 
ments can have no weight as miraculous evidence with those who 
regard the historico-grammatical as the only true interpretation, 
or who insist tbat the Bible is to be interpreted as having a single 
sense, on the same principles as all other books. 

It is not my purpose to discuss the vahdity of all^orical inter- 
pretation. I will only make two remarks in relation to it. 

I. If the New Testament writers did find an allegorical sense 
in the Old Testament, — a sense confessedly not in the minds 
of the prophets, — such a fact would not affect our interpretation 
of the prophetic writings. For the meaning which was in the 
mind of the prophets must be at least the foundation on which 
any other sense, if tiiere be any other, must rest. I have under- 
taken to ^ve only the sense of the writings of the prophets as it 
existed in their minds, and must have been understood by their 
contemporaries. If there were in the words of the prophet a sense 
of which ho himself was unconscious, and which existed only in 
the mind of the Omniscient, still the prophet's own conceptions 
■would bo as limited, imperfect, and fallible as they have been rep- 
resented to be. The allegorical sense, not being known to the 
prophet himself, but only to God, could be known by a modem 
reader only through an immediate subsequent Divine revelation 
to his own soul. For instance) if the brazen serpent, or the 
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miraculous manna, or tho water brought by Moaos fiom the rock 
of Horeb, or the paschal lamb, or the sin-offering, wcro expressly 
designed by the Deity to be actual predictions of Chriat, still no 
one can maintain tliat Moses and his contemporaries regarded the 
brazen serpent aa anything more than a means of effecting a cure 
of the body, or the manna and the water aa more than meana for 
satisfying hmiger and thirst. Our Saviour himself says, " Moses 
gave you not the bread from heaven." * So the paachal Iamb and 
the sin-offering could not have been regarded by Moaes and his 
contemporaries aa denoting the future aacriflee of a man. Such 
an idea would have filled their minds with horror. The typical 
sense of Old Testament facta could, then, be of no use to the 
writers and their contemporaries. The game remarks app[y to 
the allegorical sense of predictiona. It waa useless to those who 
lived at the time when they were made. 

11 The typical sense of Old Testament facts, and the allegori- 
cal sense of predictions, can be of little use to those who live after 
Christ has come. Certainly it cannot be evidence for a revelation 
from God. For it requires an immediate revelation from God W 
tell us what the allegorical aenae is. But after we are satisfied 
tiat we have an immediate revelation from God in the teachings 
of Christ, what need have we of the ali<^orical sense of the Old 
Testament as evidence of that revelation? It is nothing but a 
sophism, a vicious ai^uing in a circle, first to adduce the Chriatlan 
revelation as evidence of the allegorical sense, and then adduca 
the allegorical sense to prove the reality of the Christian revela- 
tion, la it not strictly true, then, that so far as the evidences of 
Christianity are concerned, before the Christian revelation was 
made, the tj pical or allegorical sense waa useless, and that after 
it waa made it was needless ? Allegorical interpretation takci 
away infalbble authority from the Scriptures as completely as ra- 
tionaliatic. 

It is not neeesiary to deny, however, that believing pioiia Chris- 
tians may find pleaaure, or even edification, from what ia called the 
typical or allegorical sense of the Old Testament. But it is prol ■ 
able that the pleasure and edification are derived from the resem- 
blance and analogy which exist between the Old Testament at j 
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the Neiv, and tlio pradua) development and fulfilment of the 
Divine purposes, which were brought to their consummation in 
Christ. Tliis ia without doubt a pleasing eubject of contempla^ 
IJon. Stall, however, the typical and allegorical sense cannot, 
even if real, be very important even as a means of edificaljon to 
the believing Christian, After we have obtained Christ himself, 
the substance in place of the shadow, the true bread, the living 
water, the sacrifice which can take away tdn, and are in the 
aotuEd possession and enjoyment of " the good tlungs to come," 
we cannot expect to gain much by going back to the types and 
symbols of an earlier (^e. " Moses gave you not the bruad from 
heaven. But my Father givetb you the true bread from heaven." 
"Among those that are born of women there hath not arisen a 
greater than John the Baptist; but he that is least in the king- 
dom of heaven is greater than he." 

In illustrating the subject of prophecy in this Introduction, I 
have derived considerable aid from Knobel's Der PropJiefismus 
der HelrHer, Breslau, 1837. In my notes on the Prophets it has 
been my principal aim to explain their language. To illustrate 
their utterances by an exposition of the historical circumstances 
from which each of them received its character, on the model of 
the admirable commentary of Gesenius on Isaiah, would have 
required a work of much greater size. In connection with the 
historical parts of the Old Testament, and the well-known Antiq- 
luties of Josephus, the History uf the Jews by Dean Mlman, re- 
lating to the times in which the prophets lived and wrote, though 
not auQiciently full, is a good book of reference. Dr. Davidson's 
Introduction to the Old Testament contains a good deal of Jewish 
history, and ought to be in the possession of every EibUcal stu- 
dent. It contains a condensed statement of the views of nearly all 
the distinguished fheolo^ans of Germany who have ivritten on the 
Old Testament, in connection with his own opiniona of the vari- 
ous subjects which are discussed. The treatise on Inspiration by 
Tholuck, a translation of which may be found in my Collection of 
Theolo^cal Essays, will well repay perusal. 

Cajibeioge, Judc 13, ISaS, 
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(See p. viii.) 

I AM glad to be ablo to quoW in support of this view the authority of 
ona who has so enriable a reputation, wherever the English laneuaee i» 
spoken, aa Dr. Arnold of Ragby. 

"It Is aa unwarranted inlerprelation of the term Inspiration, to suppose 
tliat it IB equivalant to a oomiaun (cation of the Divine perfactions. SnrBly 
many of our words and many of our actions are done by the inspiration of 
God'a Spirit, without whom we can do nothing acceptable to God. Yet 
does the Holy Spirit so Inspire ns as to communioato to us his own perfeo- 
tions? Are our best words or works utterly free from error and Bin? All 
Inspiration, then, does not destroy tha human and fallible part in the na- 
tnre which it inspires; it does not change man into God. .... The differ- 
ence betwean the inspiration of tha common and perhaps unworthy Chris- 
ttan, who merely said that Jesus was the Lord, and that ol" Mosos, or St. 
Paul, or St. John, Is almost to our eyes beyond measuring. StiU tha 
position remains, that the highest degree of inspiration given to man haa 
BtiU suffered to exist along with it a portion of human fallibility and cor- 

"How, then, consider the Epistles of the blessed Apostle St. Paul who 
had the spirit of God so abundantly that never, we may suppose, did any 
merely human bemg enjoy a larger share of it. Endowed with tha Spirit 
as a Christian, and daily receiving grace more largely as ha became more 
and more ripe for glory; endowed with the Spirit's extraordinary gifts 
most eminently ; favored also with an abundance of revelations, disclosing 
to him tilings ineffable and inconceivable, — are not his writings most 
truly called inspired? Yet this great Apostle expected that the world 
would come to an end in the generation then existing." • 

The importance of the subject will justify me in citing a passage from 
another distinguished light of the Chnroh, so regarded by all Proteattint 
Christians. Martin Luther, in his comment on Gal, ii, ll, says: "Hei-e let 
other men debate whether an Apostle may sin or no. This say I, that we 
ought not to make Peter's fanlt less than it was indeed. The prophets 
themselves have sometimes erred and been deceived. Nathan of his own 
jpirlt said unto David that he should build tha house of the Lord. But 
* Sermons on Ihe ChrlsKan lite, p. 481. 
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this prophecy was by and by (ifter oorrected by a revelation from God 
that it should not be David, beoausa he was a man of war and hud slied 
much blood; but his son Solomon should build up the house of tJie Lord. 
So did the Apostles err slso. For they imagiiiea that the kingdom of 
Christ Bbould be earaal and worldly. See Acta i., where they asked of 
Christ, saying, Lord wilt thon, Smj. And Pater, although he had heard 
this oommimd of Christ, Go ye into all the world, &e-, would not have 
gone to Cornelius if he had not been admonished by a vision. And in 
this matter he not only did ecr, but committed a great sins and if Paul 
lisd not resisted him, all tha Gentiles which believad would have been con- 
Btrainod to receive circumcision and to keep the Law, The behaving Jews 
would also have been confirmed in their opinion! to wit, that tha ob- 
servation of these things was necessary to salvation; and by this means 
they would have received tha Law instead of the Gospel, Moses instead of 
Christ And of all this great onormily and horrible sin Peter by this dis- 
Biraolation would hava been the only occasion. Therefore we may not 
attribute to the saints such perfection aa though they could not slo." 

As to the distinction which has Bometimes been made between the wil- 
iitgt and the gwecft of prophets, as if tha former were of greater authority 
than the latter, it is altogether unfbunded in the Scriptures. For one in- 
stance where tha prophets ate said to be inspired as writers, there are at 
least a hundred where they are represented as inspired speakers. Nor do 
the Scriptures spaak of two kinds of inspiration from God. 

If it should still appear to any ona strange that the prophets, even under 
the influenca of the spirit of God, should claim in a manner so emphaUo 
that their utterances ware the word of God, and that tbey should prefix 
" Thus saith the Lord " to nearly all their discourses, let him consider that 
nearly all these discourses have for their object the establishment of the pri- 
mary truths of I'aligion and the most obvious duties of life, — " the quick- 
ening up of our minds to a more lively converse with those elarnal truths 
of reason, which commonly lie buried in so muoU fleshly obscurity within 
ns that we discern them not"; and that even now in modern limes, accord ■ 
Ing to the most approved philosophy, these primary truths of religion, 
these elementary principles of duty, are regarded aa revealed to tha mind 
by God, and immediately seen by the eyes of the Eon3. In other words, 
there are intuitive perceptions of truth and duty in all men, which aiB 
rightly acknowledged as an Immediate, primary revelation from God. It 
Is a very common lignre of speech to call these intuitions the voice of God 
within us. The excellent old English writer, John Smith, the author more 
thantwohnndred years ago of the only English treatise on prophecy which 
I regard as of much value, says: " The souls of man are as capable of con- 
versing with truth, though it do not naturally arise iVom the fecundity of 

objects. And as our sensations carry Iha notions "^f material tilings to our 
understandings which before were unacquainted with them, so there is 
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Bome analogJoBl way whereby the knowledga of Divine Iruth mny also ba 
revanled to us. For so we may call as well that historical truth of corpo- 
real and material things, which wa are informed of by our senses, truth of 
revelation, as that Divine truth which we now speak of; and therefore »a 
may have as certain and infallible a way of being acquainted with the one 
as with the other. And God, having eo contrived the nature of our souls 
that we may converse one with another, and inform one another of things 
we knew not before, would not make ua so deaf to his Divine voice, that 
breaks the rooks and rends the mountains asunder, — he woulil not make 
us BO undisciplinable in Divine things, — as that wb should not be capable 
of receiving any impressions from himself of those things which we were 
before unacqnamted with. And this way of communicating truth to the 
souls of men Is origmally nothing else but prophetical or enthnsiastiosl j 
and so we may take notice of the ganara! nature of prophecy." * If, 
then, the alements of religions truth and duty may be rapresented as a rev- 



ilation iVom the Deity to the intuitive ii 
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the prophets, with their views of the .operations of tlie spirit of God, and 
of their own gifts and ofHce nndar the theocratic government of his people, 
might honestly and intelligently speak as the representatives of God, and 
as uttering his word. Mor would they (bus lay claim lo infallibility any 
more than reli^ous philosophers of modern times lay claim to intkliibility 
when they maintain the elementary principles of reli^on and morals to 
be an immediate revelation from God to the souls of men. This connection 
of infaJlibillty with inspiration, this entire separation of the natural from 
the eapematura!, is a theological figment of more modem times. 

John Miltozi spaaks of abilities to writs like Pindar and Caliimachus as 
" the inspired gift of God, rarely bestowed, but yet to some (though most 
abuse) in every nation." Speaking also of the Paradise Lost which he 
had in contemplation, he says that it is "a work not to be raised iVom the 
heat of youth, or the vapoi^ of wine, like that which fiows at waste from 
the pen of some vulgar amorist, or the trencher fnry of a rhyming parasite, 
nor to be obtained by the inrocation of Dame Memory, and her Siren 
daughters, but-by devout prayer tfl that Eternal Spirit who can enrich with 
all utterance and knowledge, and sands out his seraphim with the hallowed 
fire of his altar to touch and purify the iipa of whom he pleases." t 

The lata Professor Stnart of Andovar, who deserves much credit, not only 
as a Biblical scholar, but as a reformer in tlieology, has given a general 
view of inspiration substantially, but not wholly, in accordance with mine. 
In his Commentary on the Apocalypse, Vol. I. p. XflT, he writes as follows: 
" I do not apprehend that inapiraat^ whatever aid it gave a writer iu the 
way of illumination aud guidance, changed the pecuUarilaes of that writer's 

* See amlUi, In Walaoq'a Tracls, Tol. IT. p. 298, or Sclajt Blsoourjea ot John 
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style, or hindered tho full and proper eiBroise of his logical and rhetorical 

full belief that its influence b rather to he considered as resulting In a 
itate than in an act. What ] mean is, that hy insplrution the state or con- 
dition of him who is the subject of it is affaoted; his mind is enlightanad 
respecting things proper to be said, of which he visa before totally or par- 
tially Ignorant ; his views and atfeotions are elaratedj his powers of mind 
are in a degree quiokenad and heightened; things sensunl and deiading and 
degrading reoede, and for tho time being cease to iinnoy him; and his judg- 
ment as to what he is to commnnioato becomes not only more discerning, 
but more sound and eafe. The inajiired John, for exarnple, is the sama 
indiTidual as the aniatiared John, and retains all the innocent peculiarities 
of hie charaot«r and habitudes; bnt.the inspired John is elevated, enlight- 
ened, qnickBued, been of discernment even to such a degree that future 
things can be seen from his elevated condition, and he is so guided by nil 
the combinations of influence upon him, that he will oommnnicata noth- 
ing but truth. Were 1 to choose a simile for illustration, I should say that 
the inspired man ascends an intellectual and moral emlnenoo so high that 
his prospect widens almost without bounds, and what is altogether bidden 
team ordinary men Is more or less distinctly within his view." 

To this statement of Professor Stuart 1 see little to object, except to a 
part of the sentence which asserts that the inspired man will communicate 
poAia!/ bui truth. This assertion appears to me mere theological assamp- 
tioQ, not only not supported, but cdnlradioted by Scriptural facts. For tliat 
there are some errors in the writings of the Propliots, the Evangelists, and 
the Apostles, is a demonstrable truth. The writer of the Apocalypse, in 
reference to whom the learned Professor made his remarhs, represents 
things as t^orlly to come to pass, which have not come to pass yet, after a 
lapse of more than eighteen centuries, and which never can coma to pass, 
according to any just interpretation of his language. Dr. Arnold's state- 
ment is in much better accordance with well-known Scriptural and histori- 
cal foots, when ha says "that the highest degree of inspiration given to 
man has still suffered to exist along with it a portion of human fallibUity 
and corruption." 

In fact St^ Paulhimself seems to have sanctioned this view of the fallihil.- 
ity of the prophets, when he says, concerning the Christian prophets of his 
time, who uttered with the authority of inspiration their warnings and 
encouragements and exhorbitions, and enforced the truths of Cliristianity 
with supernatural energy, in 1 Cor. xiv. 82, " The spirits of the prophets 
are subject to prophets." On this passage Mr. Fuole, the well-known au- 
thor of the Sympm Cridcamm, in a note borrowed from Calvin, remarks; 
" But here arlseth a difficulty, how the gifts of the Holy Spirit, Bowing 
immediately from the Spirit, should be subject to any human judgment or 
censure. That indeed they could not be, if the Divine revelation to this of 
that man were full and perfect, and ran as cieai'ly in the stream alrajs as 
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it was in the fountain. But God giTeth his spirit to ns but by measure; 
and in the escroiss of his Rifls there is always aEquM humaai, something 
of our own, and tills maketh thera subject to the prophets; viz. whether 
what they pretended to have from tha spirit of God were indeed from it, 
yes or noi . . , , Hare he showeth tlie principle that any prophet'a speech 
Is not so certain, or at least not more certain, than this, that nothing whioa 
is confusion can come from God." Saa also Calvin, ad loe. 

If, instead of the abova explanation, which [9 also tliat of Theodorat, 
Chrj'soatom, Calovius, Bensel, Beza, and many others, ancient and modern, 
we take that of most recent espositors, — viz. that the Divine spirit which 
inspii-as the prophets Is subjeot to the control of the prophets' own will, so 
that they can speak, or refrain from speaking, as thay boo — I th nk 
that quite as strong an inference may be drawn from th pa* g fa 
of the views which I have maintained. But as the gift f d mm f 
spirits is mentioned in ch. nii. in immediate connection 11 th th p phat 
gifl^ and HE in verse 39 it la said, " Let the prophets spei k t three 

and let the others jWge," it seems to me that the old aspiaj ation ha 
quite as good a claim to acceptance as the mora recent n F pe lally 
as there may perhaps be some force in Bishop Middleton s remark, that, if 
Paul had meant to say tbat the spirits of the prophets were subject to 
themselves, he would grammatically have ased the article before tlia re- 
peated word prophett, and have written t E s ir(i»6^ii« Inr-ndaaerai. Both 
meanings, however, are so agreeable to the comiection, tliat one cannot 
decide very ooufldantly which is correct. 

Aflerall, the authority of names is only a subsidiary consideration. Tlia 
proof of the t^Uihility of apostles and prophets is the actual errors which 
are found in their writings. 

To deny infallibility to the writings of prophets, evangelists, and apos- 
tles is by no means to deprive them of anthority. On the contrary, they 
come to us not only with an authoi'ity of their own, but with that of 
all the human hearts which have been converted, strengthened, and com- 
forted by them for eighteen centuries. Divine Providence has given them 
vast authority in the edneatiou of mankind. Bnt this authority, like that 
of the Great Teacher, the chief oorner-stoue on which prophets, e^'ajige- 
I d p tl b It, d I t th saential principles of religion 

nd m ral tv whi 1 b! t m k w unto salvation, and not to 

m tars feel tfl nt m h rm I I logic, the causes and cure of 
d sa I ro 1 g3 tro m geol gj Mo one at tlxe present day 

Id tl k 1 p w i to r h w unil on Bocount of the 00m- 

d. U hi 1 Je. to th good S maritan for so doing. These 

tt rs d d t f II witi 1 tl p VI oe f Christ's mission. They were 
flylfttoth progre fm k d. 

In the same way, it is not necessary to deny authority, In regard to soma 
Ideas, to the Church; for instance, the Catholic, the Lntheran, the Metho. 
(list, or the Unitarian churches. The individual reason is atrangthened la 
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iW coTiTiotiona when thf.y ara in accordance with fte belief of nny great 
chorcli. Evsn in criticism, the Tcry esscnse of wiiich is the judgment of 
the individual, every sound inquirer keeps In mind the fallibility of liis 
own reason, uni has more oonadenoe in his conclusions when they are 
supported by the authority of a large number of learned, honest, unbiassed 
searchers after truth. Still the qnesUon what church shall ha allowed 
the greatest weight of authority, and how much authority is to be allowed 
to any church, or to aU ohnrohes, and to what sabjects the authority 
extends, must be decided by tho reason of the individual tinder the influ- 
ence of the Divine spirit. No church can stand between the individual 
soul and its Creator at tho day of judgment, and therefore the indmduoJ 
sonl must in the last resort decide In all matters of faith and practice. 

resort fSl^w his own conscience, as the best guide which he has, how- 
ever fallible and imperfect it may ha; but he must do so not in contempts 
nons disregard of authority, but with a jnst estimation of it. 

We might niustrala this subject of authority by reference to the Com- 
mon or the CivU Law. Who can deny that they have vast aathority in tlie 
administration of justice throughout the world? Our governors and judges 
do not deny the authority of the Common or the Roman Law, when thay 
deny the Inftllihility of either. Allowing that the law, according to eithei 
of these systams, is founded in right reason, and has " its seat in the bosom 
of God," yet may it cot be overruled? Is not allowance made for the 
growUi of reason? 

It is fe^ert by many, that, in denyins Infallibility to the Scriptures, w8 
take away one of the rapporte of morality. The other side of the question 
has been overlooked. It has not been considered how far this doctrine of 
infallibility has been the support of wrong-doing in the Christian Church. 
But I think it can be demonstrated that prsotioes, now generally regarded 
as inhuman and inconsistent with the spirit of Christ, have found thaic 
strongest support in this docti-ine of the absolute infallibiUty of the Scrip- 
lures. The infliction of horrible penalties for religious opinion, the prlnci- 
pie of retaliation in criminal jurisprudence, the orneltles in the punishment 
of witchcraft, and the custom of chattel slavery, have prevailed under the 
supposed sanction of the Scriptures. If they are regarded in all their ut- 
terances as an infallible guide, they do give that sanction. The Southern 
Christian teachers of every name who ndiied iu proclaiming shivery to bo 
sanctioned by the Bible were not only honest, but right, if the Scriptures in 
every part are ragai-ded as an iofallibie standard of truth and duty, without 
the least mixture of human error. The old expositors of the Scriptnres, 
who wrote before the modem agitation of the subject of slavery,- an a^- 
tation escited, as I think, by the Holv Spirit of God in the human reason 
and the human heart, -give abundant support to the Southern religious 
teachers. While I ndm 
spiril of the prophets, o 
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from all which Ihey uttered or wrote, is clc:ii-ly aod strongly against sla- 

It would be strnnge, indeed, if in the prasant advanced slate of society 
Chriatinus slioald not, ia respact ta the applKaSion of the essential prlncU 
pies and spirit of Christian morality lo many outward usages, have justec 
and clearer views than the Apostle of the Gsntilea. 

If it still be asked how we are to dlstlngnish the word of God in the 
Scriptures feosa the imperfections and errors mixed up with it, I reply. By 
the reason of the individual. The same Holy Spirit which inspired proph- 
ets and apostles to spaaft and arile ia still living and present to illumi- 
nate and strengthen the reason of hearers and readers fo jfdge, and to sep- 
a IB the eternal truth from the errors and impErfactiona which, imbihad 
fhim th <^ In which they lived, clung to the greatest prophets, suoh as 
J h th Baptist, and the chiefast Apostles, ench as Paul. " He that ia 
pi it 1 J dgeth all things." (I Cor. ii. IS.) 

Th limited, yet trustworthy, bnt no nbsoluta, infallible aothority 

wl t f r man. God is infallible. Bat every human interpreter and 

II 11 h e bodies of human interpreters of Divine manifestations are 
f 11 bl The human senses, the human intellect, the hnman memory, oral 
tradition, and historical records are all fallible. Yet by their aid we may 
attain not only faith, but knowledge. The light which it has pleased God 
to bestow upon us ia amply anfflolent to guide us to the blessedness for 
which we were designed, in this world and that which ia to come. Whether 
the necessities or the interests of humanity would be better promoted by 
an infallible standard of doctrine and duty, either in a written volume, 
in a churcl;, or a single individual, is a question which it is not worth 
while to discnss. What God has done, not what it is necessary or useful 
for him to do, is the important concern for as. Who shall undertake to 
prescribe to the Creator the best method for the enlightenment and im- 
provement of the world ? Undoubtedly there ia a part of our nature which 
inclines ns to seek repose in an outward, infallible standard. But it may 
well be doubted whether this is the highest part of our nature. It seems 
rather lo be a seldsh bva of ease and quiet^ an aversion to action and 
progress, a desire to escape anxiety, su-pense, and labor, rather than to 
attain to truth and parfection. The result is rather an arbitrary sup- 
pression of doubt, than a genuine exercise of faith. "If I go not away," 
says the Great Teacher, "the Helper will not come." It well deserves l« 
be considered whether it is not an actual fact, that diose Christians enjoy a 
stronger as well as a purer faith, who, giving up the doctrine of Scriptural 
infallibility aa a dream, conceding to authority its jnst weight, yet gaard- 
mg egalnst it^ undue inBuence, feel bound to trust their own reason under 
tha guidance of the Holy Spirit, as the supreme judge, believing that to 
deny reason is to deny God. 
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JOEL. 



A dssoription of tl 

^S Hear this, ye old men ; 

Give ear, all ye inhabitants of the land ! 
Hath such a thing happened in your days, 
Or even in the days of your fathers ? 

3 Tell ye your children of it, 

And let your children tell their children. 
And their children another generation ! 

4 That which the gnawing-locust left bath the swarming- 

locust eaten, 

And that which the swarming-locust left hath the licking- 
locust eaten. 

And that which the licking-locust left hath the consuming- 
locust eaten. 

5 Awake, ye drunkards, and weep I 
Howl, all ye drinkers of wine. 

For the new wino, which ia snatched from youi- mouths! 

6 For a nation hath come up on my land, 
Strong, and not to be numbered ; 
Their teeth are the teeth of the lion ; 
They have the jaw-feeth of the lioness. 

7 They have made my vine a desolation. 
And my flg-lrce a broken branch j 
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8 Lament ye, like a brido, 

Clothed in sackcloth for the husband of her youth ! 

9 The flour-offering and the drink-oSering are cut off from 

the house of Jehovah ; 
The priests, the servanta of Jehovah, moui-n. 

10 The field is laid waste ; 
The ground mourneth, 
Tor the corn is laid waste ; 
The new wine is dried upj 
ITie oil languisheth, 

11 Lament, O ye husbandmen, 
Howl, O ye vine-dressers, 
For the wheat and the barley, 

For the harvest of the field hath perished ! 

12 The vine is dried up, 

And the fig-tree languisheth ; 

The pomegranate, the palm-tree, and the apple-tree, — 

All the trees of the field, are withered j 

Yea, joy is withered away from the sons of men. 

13 Gii-d yourselves with sackcloth and mourn, ye priests ! 
Howl, ye ministers of the altar ! 

Come, lie all night in sackcloth, ye ministers of my God, 
For the flour-otFering and the drink-offering are with- 
holden from the house of your God ! 

14 Appoint ye a fast, proclaim a solemn assembly ! 
Gather the elders and ail the iahabitanta of the land 
Into the house of Jehovah, your Gwi, 

And cry unto Jehovah ! 

15 Alas, alas the day ! 

For the day of Jehovah is near; 

Even as destruction from the Almighty doth it come. 

16 Is not our food cut off from before ouv eyes, 

Yea, joy and gladness from the house of our Glod ? 

17 The seeds are rotten under their clods, 

The storehouses are laid desolate, the garners are de- 
stroyed ; 
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For the corn is withered. 

18 How do the heaats groan, 

How do the herds of oxen wander perplexed, 

Having no pasture ! 

The flocks of sheep also are destroyed. 

19 To thee, Jehovah, do I call, 

For a fire hath devoured the pastures of the desert, 
And a flame hath burned all the trees of the field I 

20 The beasts of the field, also, cry onto thee, 
For the streams of water are dried up, 

And a fire hath devoured the pastures of the desert ! 



1 Blow ye the trumpet in Zion ; 
Sound an alarm in my holy mountain ! 
I/et all the inhabitants of the land ti-emble 1 
For the day of Jehovah eometh, for it is near ! 

2 A day of darkness, and gloominess, 
A day of clouds, and thick darkness. 

As the morning light spreadeth itseJf upon the mountains. 
There eometh a numerous people and a strong; 
Like them there have been none of old time, 
And after them there shall not be. 
Even to the years of many generations. 

3 A fire devoureth before them, 
And behind them a flame burneth ; 

The land is as the gardeii of Eden before them. 
And behind them a desolate wilderness ! 
Tea, nothing escapeth them. 

4 Their appearance ia like the appeaj-ance of horses, 
And like horsemen do tJiey run ; 

5 Lflte rattling chariots they leap on the tops of the moun- 

tains; 
Like the crackling flame of fire, winch devoureth stubble ; 
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Like a mighty host set in battle array, 

6 Before them the people tremble, 
And all fiices gather blackness. 

7 They run like mighty men ; 
They climb the wiill like warriors ; 
They march every one oa liis way j 
They change not their paths. 

8 One doth not thrust another ; 
They march every one in hia path, 

And though they rush am.ong weapons, they are not 
wounded. 
They run through the city ; 
They run upon the wall ; 
They go up into the houses ; 
They enter in at the windows, like a thief. 

10 The earth quaketh before them, 
And the heavens tremble : 

The sun and the moon are darkened, 
And the stars withdraw their shining. 

11 Jehovah uttereth his voice before liis armyi 
For very great is his host ; 

Tea, it is mighty, executing his word ; 

The day of Jehovah is gi-eat, and very terrible; 

Who aliall be able to bear it ? 

19 Yet even now, saith Jehovah, 
Turn ye to me with aU your heart, 
With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning 1 

13 And rend your hearts, and not your garments, 
And turn to Jehovah your God, 

For he is gi-acious and merciful. 
Slow to anger, and of great kindness. 
And repenteth of a threatened evil. 

14 Who knoweth but he wiU tura and repent, 
And leave a blessing behind him. 

Even a flour-offering and a drink-offering for Jehovah 
your God. 

15 Blow ye the trumpet in Zion ; 

Appoint ye a fast ; proclaim a solemn assembly ! 
j6 Gather the people ; appoint a congregation ; 
Assemble the elders ; 
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Gatlier the children and the sucklings ! 

Let the bridegiooni come forth from hia chamber, 

And the bride from her nuptial bed ! 

17 Let the priests, the servanta of Jeliovah, 
Weep between the porch and the altar, 
And say, Spare thj people, Jehovah, 
And giye not thine inheritance to repi-oach, 
And to be a by-word to the nations ! 
Why should they say among tlie nations, 
Where is tlieir God? 

18 Then will Jehovah be zealoua for Lis land. 
And have compassion on his people, 

19 Yea, Jehovah will answej-, and say to his people, 
Behold, I will send you corn, 

And new wine, and oil, and ye siiall be satisfied therewith j 
And 1 will no more make you a reproach among the na- 

20 I will remove far from you the northern host, 
And I will drive it into a dry and desolate hxndj 
Its van toward the Eastern sea, 

And its rear toward the Western sea. 
And its scent sbaU come up. 
And its ill savor shall come up. 
Because it hath done great things. 

21 Fear not, land, exult and rejoice. 
For Jehovah hath done great things! 

33 Fear not, O ye beasts oi' the field, 

For the pastures of the desert spring up. 

For the tree beareth its fruit; 

The fig-tree and the vine yield their strength ! 

23 And, O ye sons of Zion, exult. 
And rejoice in Jehovah your God ! 

For he giveth you the former rain in just measure. 

And causeth showers to come down upon you, 

Even the fonuer rain, and the latter rain, as aforetime. 

24 And the threshing-flooi-s shall be full of wheat, 
And the vats shall overflow with new wine and oil. 

25 And I will restore to yon the years 
Which tlie swarm ing-locust hath eaten. 

The licking-locust, the consuming-looust, and the gnawing- 
loctist. 
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My gi'eat array, wliicb I sent among you. 

26 Ye shall eat in plenty, and be sati^lied, 
And praise the name of Jehovah your God, 
"Who hath dealt wondroualy with you ; 
And my people shall never be put to shame. 

27 Te shall know tUat I am in the midst of Israel, 
And that I am Jehovah, your Giod, and none else ; 
And my people shall never be put to shame. 

28 And it shall come to pass afterward. 
That I will poui" out my spirit upon all flesh; 
And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy; 
Tour old men shall dream dreams. 

Your young men shall see visions. 

29 Upon the men-servanfs also, and upon the handmaids, 
WiU I pour out my spirit in those days. 

30 And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the 

Blood and fire, and Pinal's of smoke. 

31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, 
And the moon iato blood, 

Before the day of Jehovah oometh. 
The great and the terrible day. 

Then whoever calleth on the name of Jehovah shall be 
delivered ; 

32 For upon mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, shall be delivar- 

As Jehovah hath spoken ; 

And among the remnant, whom Jehovah shall call. 

1 For behold, in those days and at that time. 
When I shall bring back the captives of Judah and 
Jerusalem. 

S I will assemble all the nations, 
And will bring them down into the valley of Jchoshaphat, 
And there will I contend with them for my people and 

inheritance, Isiael ; 
Because thuy scattered them among the nations. 
And divided my land among themselves. 

a Tea, they cast lots for my people. 
And gave a boy for a harlot, 
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And sold a damsel for wine to drink. 
4 "What have ye to do mtk me, O Tyre and Sidou, 

And all the borders of Philistia? 

Will ye retaliate on me ? 

Or will ye do anything against me ? 

Swil'tiy and speedily will I bring back your doings upon 
your own head. 
6 Ye have taken my silver and my gold, 

And have carried into your palaces my precious, goodly 
things ; 

6 The sons also of Judah, and the sons of Jerusalem, 
Ye have sold to the Gi-ecinns, 

That ye might remove them far from their border. 

7 Behold, I will raise them out of tho place whither ye 

Lave sold them. 
And I will return your injury upon your own head; 

8 I will sell your sons and your dauglJtei's into the haad of 

the sons of Judah, 
And they shall sell tiiem to the Sabeans, to a nation afar 

off; 
For Jehovah liath spoken it. 

9 Proclaim ye tliia among the nations: 

■ " Prepare war ! Stir up the mighty ones ! 
Let all the warriors draw near ; let them come up ! " 

10 Beat your ploughshares into sn'ords, 
And your prujiing-hooks into spears ; 
Let the weak say, I am strong ! 

11 Assemble yourselves and come, all ye nations round 

about ; 
Gather yourselves tt^etherl 
Thither, O Jehovah, bring down thy mighty ones ! 

12 Let the nations rise and come up to the valley of 

Jehoshaphat ! 
For there will I sit to judge all the nations around. 

13 Put ye in the sickle, for the haxveet is ripe ; 
Come and tread, for the wine-presa is full ; 
The vats overflow; 

For their wickedness is great ! 

14 The multitudes, the multitudes in the valley of judg- 
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For the day of Jeliovah is near in the valley of judgment. 

15 The sun and the moon are darkened, 
And the stars withdraw their shining. 

16 Jehovah also will roar from Zion, 
And utter his voice from Jerusalem ; 
The heavens and the earth shall shake. 
But Jehovah ivill be a refuge to his people j 
A strong-hold to the sons of Israel, 

17 Tiien shall ye know that I am Jehovah your God, 
Dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain ; 

Aad Jerusalem shall be holy ; 

Strangers shall pass through her no roore. 

18 In that day shall the mountains drop down new wine, 
And the hills shall dow with milk. 

And all the sti-eama of Judah shall flow with water. 
A fountain shall come forth from the house of Jehovah, 
That shall water the valley of Shitlim. 

19 Egypt shall be a waste. 

And Edom a desolate wilderness, 

For their violence against the sons of Judah j 

For they shed innocent blood in their land. 

20 But Judah shall be inhabited for ever, 

And Jerusalem from generation to generation. 

21 And I will avenge their blood, which I have not avenged, 
And Jehovah wOl dwell upon Zion. 
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AMOS. 



IKSCEIPTIOH. 



1 The words of Amos one of the sliepherfs of Tekoa, 
which he piopheaiel ooneeming I'inel in the days of 
TT/zj ih kin^ ot Tudih and in the days of Joroho'un, tho 
son of Jtash, kui;^' ot lai n,i, two jejja betoie the eai'th 
quaUe He s iid • — 



I. 



and Isrool. — Cir.I.,II. 

2 jEnovAH will roar from Zion, 
And utter his voice from Jerusalem ; 

The habitations of the shepherds sbiH mourn, 
And the top of Carmel shall wither, 

3 Thus saith JehoTnb ; 

For three transgressions of Damascus, 

And for four, will I not turn away its pnnislimenf ; 

For they thrashed Gilead with thrashing-wains of iron. 

4 I wDl send a fire upon the house of IlazaeJ, 
Which shall devour the palaces of Benhadad. 

6 I will also break the bar of Damascus, 
And I will destroy fie inhabitant from the valley of 

And him that holdeth the sceptre from Beth-Eden, 
And the people of Syria shall be led captive to Kirj 
Jehovah hath said it. 

6 Thus saith Jehovah : 

For three transgressions of Gaza, 

And for four, 1 will not turn away its punishment; 
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For they led captive nil that fell into their hands, 
And delivered them up to Edoin. 

7 But I will send a fire upon the wall of Gaaa, 
"Which shall devour her palaces. 

8 And I will destroy the inhabitant from Ashdod, 
And him that holdeth the sceptre from Ashkelon; 
And I will turn my haod against Ekron, 

And the residue of the Philistines shall perish. 
The Lord, Jehovah, hath said it. 

9 Thus sailh Jehovah : 

For three transgressions of Tyre, 
And for four, will I not turn away its punishment; 
Because they delivered up all their captives to Edom, 
And remembei-ed not the brotherly covenant 

10 But I will send a fire oa the wall of Tyre, 
Which shall devour her palaces. 

1 1 Thus paith Jehovah ; 

For three transgressions of Edom, 

And for four, will I not turn away his punishment; 

For he pursued his brother with the sword. 

And cast off alt pity, 

And his anger tore perpetually ; 

Yea, he kept his wrath forever. 

12 But I will send a fire upon Teman, 
Which shall devour the palaces of Bozrah. 

13 TIius saith Jehovah: 

For three transgressions of the children of Ammon, 
And for four, will I not turn away their punishment j 
For they ripped up the women with child of Gilead, 
That, they might enlarge their border. 

14 But I will kindle a fire on the wall of Kabbah, 
Which shaO devour her palaces. 

Amid the war-shout in the day of battle, 
In a whirlwind in the day of the storm. 

15 Their king shall go into captivity. 

He and his princes together, saith Jehovah. 

1 Thus saith Jeho\'ah : 

For three transgressions of Moah, 
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And for four, will I not turn away his punisliment ; 
For he biirueil the bones of the king of Edom into lime ; 
a But I will send a Are on Moab, 

Which shall devour the palaces of Kirioth; 

And Moab shrill die amid tumuli^. 

Amid the war-shout, and the sound of the trumpet 

3 I will destroy the judge from the midst of him, 
And slay all the princes with him, saith Jehovah. 

4 Thus saith Jehovah ; 

For three transgressions of Judah, 
And for four, will I not turn away their punishment ; 
For they have despised the law of Jehovah, 
And have not kept his statutes, 
And their idols have caused them to err. 
After which their fathers walked. 
6 But I will send a Are upon Judah, 
Which shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem. 

6 Thus saith Jehovah : 

For three transgressions of Israel, 

And for four, will I not turn away their punishment. 

For they sell the righteous for silver. 

And the needy for a pair of shoes ; 

7 They pant for the dust of the earth on the head of the 

And pervert the cause of the afflicted. 

The son and the father go in to the same damsel, 

To dishonor my holy name. 

8 They lay themselves down upon pledged garments 
Near every ailar ; 

And drink wine, procured by fines. 
In the house of their gods. 

9 Yet I destroyed the Amorites before them. 
Who were tall as the cedars, 

And strong as the oaks. 
I destroyed their fmit above, 
And their roots beneath. 
10 I brought you up from the land of Fgypt, 
And led you in the desert forty years. 
That ye might possess the land of the Amorite. 
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11 Of ynur sons also I raised up prophets, 
And of jour joung men Nazaritos ; 

Is it not even so, O je sons of Israel ? Faith Jehovah. 

12 But ye gave the Nazarites wine to driuk, 
And commanded the prophets. 

Saying, Prophesy not ! 

13 Behold, I will press you down, 

As a wagon preaseth down that is full of steaves. 
U Aud flight shall fiul the swift. 

And the strong shall not esert his strength, 
And the mighty shall not save his life, 

15 And he that handleth the bow shall not stand, 
And the swift of foot shall not save himself, 
And the horseman shall not escape with his life. 

16 He tliat is strong in heart among the mighty 
Shall, in that day, flee away naked, saith Jehovah. 



1 Hear these words, which Jehovah speaketh against 

yon, ye sons of Israel ; 
Against the whole family which I brought up out of the 
land of Egypt ! 

2 Tou only have I known of all the families of the earth j 
Therefore will I punish you for all your iniquities. 

8 Can two walk together, 
Unless they agree together? 

4 Will the lion roar in the forest, 
When he seeth no prey ? 

"Will the yonng lion cry aloud from his den, 
If he have seized nothing ? 

5 Can a bird fall into a snare upon the earth. 
Where none is set for hiia ? 

Will a snai'e spring up from the gi-ound, 
When it hath caught nothiug ? 
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ft Shall a trumpet be blown in tho city, 
And the people not be afraid ? 
Shall there be evil upon a city, 
And Jehovah not have done it ? 

7 Surely the Lord Jehovah doeth nothing, 
But he revealeth his secret 

To his servants the prophets. 

8 When the lion roareth, who will not fear? 

When the Lord Jehovah speaketh, who will not prophesy ? 

9 Proclaim ye, in the palaces in Ashdod, 
And in the palaces in the land of Egypt, 

And eay, Assemble yourselves npon the mountains of 

Samaria ; 
Behold the great tumults in the midst of her, 
And the oppressions within her I 

10 For they liave no care to do right, saith Jehovah ; 
They treasure up rapine and robbery in their palaces. 

11 Therefore thus saith the Lord Jehovah ; 
An enemy shall encompass the land. 

And shall bring down thy strength from thee, 
And thy palaces shall be plundered. 

12 Thus aalth Jehovah: 

As the shepherd taketh out of the lion's mouth 
Two leg?, or a portion of an ear. 
So sliall the children of Israel be taken out. 
Who in Samaria sit in the corners of their sofas. 
And upon their damask couches, 

13 Hear ye, and testify to the house of Jacob, 
Saith the Lord, Jehovah, God of hosts ! 

H In the day when I punish the transgressions of Israel, 
Then will I punish the altars of Bethel ; 
The horns of the altar shall be cut off, 
And fall to the ground. 
15 And I will smite the winter-house together with the sum- 
mer-house, 
And the houses of ivory shall be destroyed, 
And the great houses shall be brought to the ground, saith 
Jehovah, 
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liabuke of oppression, lusury, and idolatry. — Ch. IV. 

1 IlEAit these words, ye tine of Easban, 
That ai-e on the mountain of Samaria ; 
That oppress the poor ; that crush the needy i 
That say to your master, Bring, and let us drink! 

a The Lord Jehovali hath sworn by his holiness; 
Behold, the days shall come upon you 
When ye shall be taken aivay with hooks, 
And your residue with fishing-hooks. 

3 And ye shall go out at the bieaehes, every one right for- 

And ye shall be thrown into a castle, saith Jehovah. 

4 Go, now, to Bethel, and transgress; 
At Gilgal multiply transgression ! 
Bring your saeriiices every morning, 
And your tithes every three years ! 

6 Burn a thank-offering from your extortions. 

And proclaim the free-wiU offerings ; publish them abroad I 
For this is your deliglit, ye sons of Israel, 
Saith the Loi-d, Jehovah. 

6 I also have caused cleanness of teeth in all your cities, 
And want of bread in all your places ; 

And yet ye have not returned to mo, saith Jehovah, 

7 I also have withholden from you the rain three months 

before the harvest! 
1 have caused it to rain upon one city. 
And upon another city have I not caused it to rain ; 
One piece of ground hath been rained upon. 
And another, upon which I have not caused it to rain, 

hath withered. 

8 Two or three cities have gone to one city. 
To drink water, and have not been satislicd ; 

And yet ye have not returned to me, saith Jehovah. 
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9 I have ainitten you with blasting and mildew; 
The loRuat Lati devoured your many gardeua, 
Your vineyards, your fig-trees, and your oHve-tre 
Yet have ye not returned to me, saith Jehovah. 

10 I have sent amoDg you the pestilence after the 

of Egypt; 

I have siain your youog men with the sword, 
And your horses have I led into captivity ; 
I have made the smell of your camps to corao up into youi 

nostrils ; 
And yet ye have not returned to me, saith Jehovah. 

11 I have overthrown some of you, aa God overthrew 

Sodom and Gomorrah j 

And ye were as a firebrand plucked out of the burning; 

And yet ye have not returned to me, saith Jehovah. 
la Therefore thus will I deal with thee, O Israel ! 

Yet since 1 will thus deal with thee, 

Prepare to meet thy God, Israel ! 
13 For behold, he formed tlte mountains, and created the 

He declareth to man what is his thought ; 
He maketh the morning darkness. 
And walketh upon the high places of the earth ; 
Jehovah, God of hosts, is his name. 



IV. 

ilatiy. AdmonitEon to 



1 Heah these words, which I utter 
This lamentation, house of Israel ! 

2 She is fallen, she shall rise no more. 
The virgin of Israel ! 

She ia pi-ostrate on her own ground, there is none to raise 

8 For thus saith the Lord Jehovah ; 

The city which sent out a thousand shall have a hundred 
leil, 
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4 For tliQa stutli Jehovah to the house of Israel : 

Seek ye roe, and ye BhaU live I 
6 Seek not Bethel, 

And go not to Gilgal, 

And pass not over to Beersheba ! 

For Gilgal shall surely go into captivity, 

And Bethel shall come to naught. 

6 Seek Jehovah, and ye shall live ! 

Lest he rush like a fire on the house of Joseph, 
And it devour, smd there be none to quench it in tlia 
house of Israel. 

7 Te who turn justice into wormwood, 

And east righteonsness down to the ground. 

8 Seek him, that made the Pleiads and Orion ; 
That changeth death-like darkness into morning, 
And darkeneth day into niglit ; 

That calleth up the waters of the sea. 

And poureth them out upon the face of the earth j 

Jehovah is his name ! 

9 Who sendeth sudden destruction upon the stron^;, 
And biingeth desolation upon the fortress. 

10 They hate him that pleadeth in the gate, 
And abhor him that speaketh uprightly. 

11 Since, then, ye trample upon the poor. 
And take from him presents of wheat. 

Though ye build houses of hewn stone, ye shall not dwell 

Though ye plant pleasant vineyards, ye shall not drink 

12 For I know that your sins are many. 
And your transgressions manifold, 

Te who afflict the righteous, and take a bribe, 
And oppress the poor in the gate ! 
18 Therefore the wise man shall be silent at that time. 
For it shall be an evil time. 

I4 Seek ye good, and not evil, that ye may live ; 

Then shall Jehovah, the God of hosts, be with yon, as ya 
boast. 
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15 Hate ye evil, aiifl love good, 

And establish justice in tlie gate ; 

It may be ibat Jehovab, tbe God of hosts, will have pity 
upon Ihe remnant of Joseph. 

18 Thus saith Jehovab, tbe God of hosts, the Loixl : 
In all tbe streets shall there be wailing, 
And in all the highways sbfill they cry, Alas ! alas ! 
They shall call tbe husbandmen to mourning, 
And those who are skilful in lamenfaljon to wMling, 

17 And in all vineyards shall be sounds of woe. 

For I will pass through tbe midst of thee, saith Jehovah. 

18 "Woe unto them that ask for the day of Jehovah 1 
What is the day of Jehovah to you ? 

It shall be darkness, and not light. 

19 As if a man fled from a lion, 
And a bear met him ; 

Or went into a house and leaned his hand on a wall, 
And a soipent bit him ; 

20 So shall the' day of Jehovah be darkness, and not light, 
iEven thick darkness, and no brightness in it. 

21 I hate, I despise your feasts ; 

I have no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

22 "When ye offer me burnt-offerings and flour-oSerlnga, 
I will not accept them ; 

And upon the thank-offerings of your fatliiigs I will not 

23 Take ye away from, me the noise of your songs, 
And the music of your harps let me not bear 1 

24 Let justice flow forth as waters, 

And righteousness as a mighty stream ! 

25 Did ye ofl'erme sacrifices and offerings 

In the wilderness, for forty years, O house of Israel? 

26 But ye bore the tabernacle of your king, 
And tbe shrine of your images, 

The star of your god, which ye made for yourselves. 

27 Therefoi-e will I cause you to go into captivity beyond 

Damascus, 
Saith Jehovahj whose name is tbe God of hosts. 
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uriouB find opprassiva aristocracy of 
- Ch. VI. 

I Woe to tliem that dwell at ease in Zion; 

That feel secure upon the mountain of Samaria; 
^ The honorable men of the chief of the nations, 

To whom the house of Israel reaort! 
S Pass over to Calneh, and see ; 

And thence go to great Hamath j 

Then go down to Gath of the Fhilistiuea : 

Are they better than these kingdoms, 

Or is their border greater than your border ? 

3 Woe to them, that pat far away tlie day of evil. 
And bring near the Beat of oppression ; 

4 That lie upon beds of ivory, 

And stretch themselves upon their couches ; 
That eat lambs from the flock. 
And calves from the stall ; 

5 That chant to the sound of the harp, 

And invent for themselves instruments of music, IJie Da- 
vid ; 

6 That drink wine in bowls, 

And anoint themselves with the most precious perfumes, 
. But grieve not for the destruction of Joseph ! 

7 Therefore now shall they go captive at the head of the 

captives ; 
Yea, the shouting of them that atreloh themselves upon 
their couches shall coase, 

6 The Lord Jehovah hath sworn by himself, 

Thus saith Jehovah, the God of hosts : 

I abhor the pride of Jacob, 

And I hate his palaces ; 

I will give up the city, and all that is therein. 
9 And if ten men remain in one house, 

These also shall die. 
10 A man's relative, or a burner of the dead, shall take him 
up, 

To cany his bones out of the house, 
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And he shall say to him that is ia the innermost part of 

the house, 
Is there yet any one with thee? 
And he shall answer. No one ! 
Then shall he say. Keep silence ! 

For we may not make mention of tlie name of Jehovali. 
11 For behold Jehovah hath commanded, 

And he will amite the great house with breaches, 
And the small house with clefts. 

13 Shall horses run upon rocks, 
Or will one plough rocks with osen, 
That ye change justice into hemlock, 
And the fruit of equity into wormwood, 

13 Ye that rejoice in a thing of naucuhf, 

And say, Have we not acquii-ed dominion by our own 
strength ? 

14 Behold, O house of Israel, saith Jehovah, the God of hosts, 

I will raise against you a nation, 
That shall oppress you from Hamath 
Even to the brook of the desert. 



Israel liireatened with destrnotlo II Ch. VII. 1-9. 

1 The Lord Jehovah showed me this vision: 
Behold, he formed locusts 

In the beginning of the shooting up of the latter growth j 
Behold, it was the latter growth after the king's mowing. 

2 And when they had devoured the grass of the land. 
Then said I, O Lord Jehovah, forgive, I beseecli thee ! 
How shall Jacob stand ? 

For he is small ! 
8 Jehovah repented of this ; 
It shall not be, said Jehovah. 

4 The Lord Jehovah also showed me tliis vision: 
Behold, the I,oid Jeliovah commanded the Are to execute 
judgment ; 
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And it devoaved the great deep, 
And it devoured tlie fi«!da. 

6 Then said I, O Lord Jeliovah, desist, I beseech thee! 
How shall Jacob stand ? 

For he is smal! ! 
fl Jehovah repented of this; 

This also shaU not bd, said the Lord Jehovah. 

7 He also showed me this vision : 

Behold, the Lord stood upon a wall, built with a plumb- 
line, 

And in his hand wa 
6 And Jehovah said ti 

And I said, A plumb-line. 

And the Lord s^d, Dehold I will set a plumb-line in the 
midst of my people Israel ; 

1 will not spare them any more. 
9 The high places of Isaac shall be def;olate. 

And the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste. 

And I wOl rise against the house of Jeroboam with thn 
Eword. 



Amos la ordered to liepart from tlio kitisdom of Israel. Answer of tlie 
prophet.- Cic VII. 10-17. 

10 Then sent Amaaiah, the priest of Bctliel, 
To Jeroboam, the king of Israel, and said ; 

Amos conapireth against thee in the midst of the house 

of Israel; 
The land is not able to bear all his words, 

11 For thus hath Amos said ; 
Jeroboam shall die by the sword. 

And Israel shall surely be led captive from their own Jand. 

12 And Amaziah said to Amoa, 

Go, tliou seer 1 flee into the land of Judah ! 
There eat tliy bread, and there prophesy 1 
la But prophesy no more at Bethel, 
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Deittuction and restoration of Israel. — Ch. IX, 

1 I SAW the liord standing by the altar ; and he Bdd : 
Smite the capital, so that the thresholds shaJl tremble ! 
lireak them in pieces upon the heads of al! of them ! 
And tlieir residue will I slay with the sword. 

He tliat fleeth of them shall not flee from danger, 

And he that escapeth of them shall not escape into safety, 

2 Though they dig down to the under-world, 
Thence shall my hand take them ; 
Though they climb up to heaven, 
Thence will I briug them down. 

3 Though they hide themselves on the top of Carmel, 
There will I search for them, and take them away ; 
Though they hide themselves from mine eyes in the bot- 
tom of the sea. 

There will I command the serpent, and he shall bit« 
them. 

4 Though they go into captivity before their enemies. 
There will I command the sword, and it shall slay them ; 
I will set mine eyes upon them for evil, and not for good. 

6 For the Lord Jehovah of hosts 
Is he, that toucheth the earth, and it shall melt. 
And ail that dwell therein shall mourn ; 
Ail of it shall rise in waves like a river. 
And shall be overflowed, as by the river of Egypt; 

6 He tliat buildeth hia upper rooms in the heavens, 
And foHndeth his arch upon the earth, — 

That calleth the waters of the sea. 

And pouretli them out upon the feoe of the earth, — 

Jehovah is his name, 

7 Are ye not as tlie Ethiopians to me, children of Is- 

rael ? saith Jehovah. 
Did I not bring Israel from tlie land of Egypt, 
And tlie Philistines from Caphtor, :md the Syrians from 

Kir? 
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8 Behold, tlic eyes of tlic Loi-d Jehovah arc upon the sinful 

And I will destroy it from the face of the earth ; 
Tet will I not utterly destroy the house of Jacoh, salth 
Jehovah. 

9 For, behold, I wiU command. 

And I will sift the house of Israel among all the nations. 

As one sifteth com with a sieve. 

And not a grain shall fall upon the ground. 

10 But all the sinners of my people shall die by the sword, 
Who say, E^il shall not approach, nor fall upon us. 

11 In that day I will raise up the fallen tabernacle of 

And I will close up the breaches thereof, 

And raise up its ruins, 

And I will build it, as in the days of old. 

12 That they may possess the remnant of Edom, 

And all the nations, which shall be called by my name. 

Thus saith Jehovah, who doeth this. 
18 Behold the days come, saith Jehovah, 

That the plougher shall draw near to the reaper, 

And tlie treader of gi-apes to t)ic sower of the seed ; 

And the mountains shall drop new wino, 

And all the hills shall melt, 
14 I will bring back the captives of my people Israel, 

And they shall build the desolate cities, and shall inhabit 

And they shall plant vineyards, and drink their wine ; 
They shall also make gardens, and eat their fruiL 
IB I will plant them in their land. 

And they shall no more be roofed up from the land which 

I have given them, 
Saith Jehovah, thy God. 
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For it is the king's sanctuary, 
And it is the king's abode. 

14 Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah: 
I was no prophet, nor the son of a prophet ; 

I was a shepherd, and a gatherer of sycamore fruit 

15 And Jehovah took me from the flock; 
And Jehovah said to me, 

Go, prophesy to my people Israel ! 

16 Now, therefore, hear the word of Jehovah; 
Thou sayest, Pi-ophesy not against Israel, 
And speak no word against the house of Isaac ! 

17 Therefore thus saith Johovah : 

"Thy wife shall he put to shame in the city, 

And thy sons and daughters shall fall by the sword j 

Thy land shall be divided by the line, 

And thou shalt die in a polluted land. 

And Israel shall surely be led captive from his own land." 



Israel ripe for destcucllon. — Ch. VIIL 

1 The Lord Jehovah showed me this vision i 
Behold a basket of ripe fruits ! 

2 And he smd, Amos, what seest thou? 
And I said, A basket of ripe fruits. 

Then said Jehovah to me, The destructioa of my people 

Israel is ripe ; 
1 win not spare them any more. 
8 The songs of the palace shall he shrieks in that day, 
Saith fie Lord Jehovah. 

There shall be many dead bodies in every place. 
And they shall be cast forth in silence. 

4 Hear this, ye that pant to oppress the needy, 

And to destroy the poor of the land. 
6 That say, When will the new moon be gone, that wa 
may sell corn. 

And the Sabbath, that we may set forth wheat, 
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Making the ephah small, and the shekel heavy, 
And iklsifyiug the balances for deceit, 

6 That we may buy the poor for silver, 
And the needy for a pair of shoes, 
And sell the refuse of the wheat ? 

7 Jehovah hath swom by the glory of Jacob : 
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 

8 Shall not the land tremble for this. 

And shall not all Ihat dwell therein mourn ? 
Shall not all of it rise in waves like a river. 
And be swept from its place, and overflowed, as by the 
river of Egj'pt ! 

9 It shall come to pass in that day. aaith the Lord Jehovah, 
That I will cause the sun to go down at noon, 

And will darken the land in the clear day. 
jO I will turn your feasts into mourning. 
And all your songs into lamentation ; 
I will bring sackcloth upon all loins, 
And baldness upon all heada. 

I will fill the land with mourning, as for an only son. 
And its end shall be as a day of bitter woo, 

11 Behold, the time cometh, saith the Lord Jehovah, 
That I will send a famine upon the land; 

Not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for wafer, 
But of hearing the word of Jehovah. 

12 And men shall wander fi'om sea to sea. 

And from the north even to the east shall tbey run to 

and fro, 
To seek an answer from Jehovah, and shall not liud it. 
IS In that day shall the fair virgins, and the young men, 

faint for thirst, 
14 Who swear by the sin of Samaria, 

And say, By the life of thy God, Dan! 
And, By the worship of Beershcba ! 
They shall fall, and shall rise no more I 
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1 The word of Jehovah, which came to Ilosea, the son of 
Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hez- 
ekiah, kings of Judah, and in tho daya of Jerohoam, 
the son of Joaah, king of Israel. 



The idolatry of Israel sjmbolicnlly ropresentod. Her punishment, and res- 
toration to favor. — Ch. I. 2 — II, 1, 

2 The beginning of the word of Jehovah by Ilosea. Je- 
hovah said to Hosea : Go, and take thee a wife of lewd- 
ness, and children of lewdness ; for the land hath committed 
great lewdness ; it is false to Jehovah, 

8 So he went, and took Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim ; 

4 and she conceived and bore him a son. And Jehovah 
said to him, Call his name Jezreel ; for yet a little while, 
and I will avenge the blood of Jezreel npon the house of 
Jehu, and will bring the kingdom of the house of Israel to 

5 an end. Tea, in that day will I break the bow of Israel 
in the valley of Jezreel. 

6 And she conceived again, and bore a daughter. And 
God said to him, Call her name TJnpitied ; for I will no 
more have pity upon the house of Israel, but will surely 

7 take them away. But upon the house of Judah will I 
have pity, and will save them by Jehovah their God ; I 
will not save them by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, 
nor by horses, nor by horsemen. 
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8 Then ste weaned her daughter Unpitied, and conceived, 

9 and bore a son. And God said. Call his name Not-my- 
people. For ye are not my people, and I will not be 
your God. 

10 Yet the numbei- of the children of Israel shall he as the 
Band of the sea, which cannot be measured, or numhei'ed ; 
and in the place where it was said to -them, Ye are not my 
people, there sball it be said to them, Ye are the sons of 

11 the living God. Then shall the sons of Judah and the 
sons of Israel be gathered togolher, and shall appoint to 
themselves one head, and sliail come up oiit of the land. 

1 For great shall be the day of Jezreel. Call ye your 
brethi^n My-people; and your sisters Pitied. 



5 Contend ye with, your mollier, contend I 
For she is not my wife, 

Hor am I her husband ; 

That she put away lewdness from her face, 

And adultery from her breasts, 

Lest I strip her naked. 

And expose her, as when she was born ; 
8 Lest 1 make her as the desert, and like a parched land. 

And kill her with thirst. 
4 Upon her sons also I will not hav? pity, 

For they are the sons of lewdness. 
B For their mother hath been guilty of lewdness ; 

She that bore them hath brought upon herself shame ; 

For she said, I will go afler my lovers, 

Who give me my food and my water, 

My wool and my flax, my oil and my strong drink. 

6 Therefore, behold, I will hedge up her way with thornB, 
And I will enclose her with a wall, 

So that she shall not find her paths. 

7 When she followeth after her lovers, she shall not over- 

take them ; 
When she seeketh them, she shall not find thera 
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Then shall she say, I will go back to my former hiisbanUi 
i or then it was better with me than now. 

8 For she did not consider that I gave her corn, and wine, 

and oil, 
And multiplifid silver unto her. 
And gold, of which they made images of Baal. 

9 Therefore will I take back my corn in its time, 
And my new wine in its season. 

And I will take away my wool and my flax, 
Which covered her nakedness. 

10 And now will I reveal her shama before the eyes of her 

And none shall deliver her out of my hand. 

11 And I will cause all her joy to cease ; 
Her feasts, and new moons, and sabbaths, 
And all her festal days. 

12 I will destroy her vines, and her flg-trees, 
Of which she said, Tliese are my hire. 
Which my lovers have given me ; 

And I will make them a forest, 
And the wild beasts shall eat them. 
18 I will punish her for the days of the Baals, 
When she burned incense to them. 
And decked herself with her rings and her jewels. 
And went after her lovers. 
And forgot me, saith Jehovah. 

14 Therefore, behold, T will allure her, 
And will lead her to the desert, 

And will speak kindly to her ; 

15 And thence will I give her her vineyards. 
And the valley of Achor for a door of hope ; 

And there shall she sing, as in the days of her youth j 
As in the day when she came up from the land of Egypt. 

16 At that time, saith Jehovah, 
Thou shalt call me, Mr Husbakd ; 
Thou shalt no more call me, Mr Baal ; 

17 For I will take away the name of the Baals out of her 

mouth, 
And their name shall no more be uttered. 
IS At that time will I make for them a covenant 
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With the beasts of the forest, and with the hlrds of 

heayen, 
And with the creeping things of the grouiid- 
The bow and the sword and the battle will I break from 

the land, 
And I will cause them to lie down in safety. 
19 I will betroth thee to me forever ; 

Yea, 1 will betroth thee to me in righteousness, and in 

justice. 
And in kindness, and in tender love. 
SO Tea, I will betroth thee to me in faithfulness, 
And thou shalt know Jehovah. 

21 At that time will I hear, aaith Jehovah ; 
1 will hear the heavens ; 

And they shall hear the earth, 

22 And the earth shall hear the com, and the now wine, and 

the oil, 
And they shall hear Jezreel. 

23 And I will plant her for myself in the land ; 

And I will have pity upon her that was called "Unpitied ; 
And I will say to them called Not-my-people, Thou art 

my people ; 
And they shall say, Thou art my God. 



Israel's idolatry, desolation, and snbseqaotit restoration. — Ch. III. 

1 And Jehovah said to me, Go again, love a woman that 
is loved by another, and is an adulteress ; even as Jeho- 
vah loveth the sons of Israel, who turn themselves to 

2 other goda, and love raisin-cakes. So I bought her for me 
for fifteen shekels of silver, and a homer and a half ol 

3 barley. And I said to her, Thou shalt wait for me many 
days ! thou shalt not play the harlot, and thou shalt not 

4 be with any man ; so wiU I also wait for thee. For the 
sons of Israel shall abide many days without a king, and 
without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an 

,e image, and without an ephod, and without t«raphim. A& 
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lerward shall the sons of Israel retm-n, and seek Jehovah 
their God, and David their king, and turn with fear to 
Jehovah and his goodness in future times. 



of Israel, — Oil. IV. 

1 IIeak the word of Jehovah, ye sods of Israel ! 

For Jehovah hath, a controversy with the inliabitanls of 

the land ; 
For there is no truth, nor mercy, cor knowledge of God 

in the land. 

2 Peijury, and falsehood, and murder, 

And theft, and adultery have broken forth. 
And blood reacheth to blood. 

5 Therefore shall the land mourn. 

And every one that dwellefh therein shall languish. 

Together with the beasts of the forest, and the birds of 
heaven ; 

Yea, even the fishes of the sea shall perish. 
4 Yet let no maa rebuke, and let no man reprove ; 

For thy people are like tJjose that contend with the priest. 
g Thereibi-e shalt thou fell by day. 

And the prophet shall fall with thee by night, 

And I will destroy thy mother. 

6 My people is destroyed for lack of knowledge ; 
Since thou bast rejected knowledge, 

I will also reject thee, so that thou shaJt no more be my 

Since thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, 
I also will forget tliy cliildren. 

7 As they have become great, so have they sinned against 

I will change their glory into shame. 

8 They feed upon the sins of my people. 
And incline tlieir hearts to their iiiiquity. 

9 And it shall be, as with the people, so with the priest j 
I will punish them for their ways, 
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And requite them for tlieir doings. 

10 Theyshall eat and sliall not be satisfied ; 

Ttiey shall commit fornication, and shall not increase, 
For they have left off giving heed to Jehovah. 

11 Fornication and wine and new wine take away the un- 

derstanding ; 

12 My people ask counsel of their stocks, 
And thoir Staff revealetli to them. 

For the spii-it of fornication canseth them to err ; 
Yea, they commit fornication, forsaking their God. 

13 On tlie tops of the mountains they sacrifice, 
And on the hills they bum incense, 

Under the oak, and the poplar, and the terehmtli, 
Because their shade is pleasant. 
Therefore your daughters commit fornication, 
And your daugliters-in-law commit adultery ; 
U I will not puuisli your daughters, when they commit for- 
nication, 
Nor your daughters-in-law, when they commit adultery; 
For ye yourselves go aside with harlots, 
And sacrifice with prostitutes ; 
Therefore the people that iiath not understanding shiJl fall. 

16 Though thou play the harlot, O Israel, 
Yet let not Judah offend ! 
Come ye not to Gilgal, 
Neither go ye up to Bethaven, 
And swear ye not, saying, As Jehovah liveth I 

16 For like a refructoiy heifer is Israel become refractoi'y. 
Therefore will Jehovah feed them, like a lamb in a wide 

place. 

17 Ephi-aim is joined to idols ; 
Let him alone! 

18 When their carousal is over, 

Tliey give themselves up to lascis-iousness ; 
Their rulers love shame. 

19 The wind hath bound them up with its wings, 

And tliey shall be brought to shame on account of their 
sacriflctis. 
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Complaint of the idolntry of Israel and Judah. — Cm. V. 1-7. 

1 Heae ye this, ye priests, 
And hearken, O house of Israel, 
And give ear, O honse of the king ! 
For judgment is coming upon you, 
Because ye have been a snare at Mizpah, 
And an outspread net upon Tabor. 

2 By their sacrifices they commit deep transgression, 
And I will bring chastisement upon tliem all. 

S I know Ephraim, 
And Israel is not hidden from me ; 
For thou committest fomicalion, O Ephraim, 
And Israel is defiled, 

4 They will not frame their doinga 
To return fo their God ; 

For a epirit of fornication is within them, 
And they have no regard to Jehovah. 

5 The pride of Israel teafifieth to his face ; 

Therefore shall Israel and Ephraim fall in their iniquity ; 
Judah also shall fell with them, 

6 With their floeka and with their hcids shall they go to 

seek Jehovah, 
And shall not find hira ; 
He hath withdrawn himself from them. 

7 They have been false to Jehovah, 

For they have begotten strange children ; 
Now shall the new moon consume them wilh their po»- 
sessioQS. 



VI 

Israel and Jndali Ihrsatened with punislimsut. — Ch. V. B — VT. 3. 



3 Blow ye the trumpet in Gibeah, 
And the cornet in Eamah ; 
Cry aloud at Bethaven i 
Look beliind thee, O Benjamin I 



Hcssdb, Google 



9 Epbraim shall be desolate in the dsij of rebuke ; 
Among the tribes of Israel do I make known what is 

10 The princes of Jui3ah are like them that remove the land 
I will pour out my wrath upon them like water. 

11 Ephraim is oppressed ; he is crushed with punishment, 
Because he willingly walked after the decree. 

12 I am as a moth to Ephraim, 

And as rottenness to the house of Judah. 

13 When Ephraim saw his sickness, 
And Judah his wound, 

Then went Ephraim to the Assyrian, 
And Judah sent to the hostile king ; 
But he will not be able to heal you, 
Nor will he cure you of your wound. 

14 For I will be as a Hon to Ephraim, 

And as o young lion to the house of Judah. 
I, even I, will fear, and will depart ; 
I will take away, and none shall rescue. 

15 I will go back to my place. 

Till they ha^ e suffered for their sin, and seek my face , 
In their afflii'tion they will seek me early. 

1 " Come, and let us return to Jehovah ! 
For he hath torn, and he will heal us ; 
He hath smitten, and he wiU bind us up. 

2 After two days will he revive us, 
On the third day he will raise us up, 
And we shall live in his presence. 

8 Let us, therefore, know him ; 

Let us ever strive to know Jehovah, 

His coming forth is sure as the morning; 

He will come to us like the rain, 

Like the latter rain whicb xatereth the earth." 
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Expostulation with Israel a 



it of piety. - 



4 Epheaim, what shall I do to thee ? 

Judah, what shall I do to thee ? 

For your goodness is like the morning cloud, 
And like the early dew, which yanisheth away. 

5 Therefore I have hewn them hy the prophets, 

1 have slaiu them hy the words of my mouth, 
And my judgments have gone forth like the light. 

B Jor I desired mercy, and not aacrilice. 

And the knowledge of God rather than burnt-offerings. 
r But they, after the manner of men, have transgressed the 



Even therein have they dealt unfeithfully with mc. 

8 Gilead is a city of them that do iniquity ; 
She is fiill of footsteps of blood. 

9 As troops of robbers lying in wait for a man, so if 

company of priests ; 
They murder in the way to Shechem ; 
Tea, they commit heinous wickedness. 

10 1 have seen a horrible thing in the house of Israel ; 
There Ephraim committeth fornication, 

Israel is polluted. 

11 For thee also, Judah, a hai-vest is appointed. 



vin. 

■s, violence, and political misooi 



When I v 



? about to deliver my people from captiv- 
ity, 
"When I would have healed Israel, 
Then the iniquity of Epliraim was discovered, 
And the wickedness of Samaria; 
For they practise fi'aud, 
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And the thief en (ere tli in. 

And the band of i-ohbera spoileth witliout. 
2 And they think not in their hearts, 

That I remember all their wickedness. 

Now shall their doings encompass them ; 

They are before my face. 
8 With their wickedness Ihey gladden the king, 

And with their falsehoods the princes ; 

All of them are adulterers ; 

4 They are as an oven heated by the baker j 
He ceaseth to stir the Are, 

Until the dough which he hath kneaded he leavened. 

5 On the feast-day of our king, the princes are siek with 

the heat of wine, 
And he stretcheth out hia hand with revilers. 

6 For they make ready their heart like an oven, while 

they lie in wait ; 
All night the baker sleepeth j 
In the morning it gloweth like a flaming fire. 
T They all glow as an oven ; 
They have devoured their judges ; 
All their kings have fallen ; 
And none among them calleth upon me. 

8 Ephi-aim hath mixed himself with the nations j 
Ephraim is a cake not turned. 

9 Strangers have devoured his strength, 
And he kuowelh it not ; 

Tea, gray hairs are sprinkled upon him, 
Yet he knoweth it not. 

10 The pride of Israel testifietb to his face ; 
Yet do not they return to Jehovah their God, 
!Nor seek him, for all this, 

11 Ephraim ia like a silly dove, without understanding ; 
Tliey call upon Egypt; they go to Assyria. 

12 When they go, I will spread my net over them ; 
As birds of heaven will I bring them down. 

I will chastise them, as hath been proclaimed in their 
congrpijation. 

13 Woe to tliera, for they have wandered from mo ! 
Destruction upon them, for they bavo rebelled against 

Though I myself would redeem them, tliey speak falsely 
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14 They cry not to me from their heart. 
But howl upon tlioir beds ; 
For com and wine they assemble tl 
They rebel against me. 

15 I have chastened them ; I have also strengthened their 

Tet do they devise evil against me. 

16 They retum, but not to the Moat High ; 
They aro like ft deceitful bow ; 

Their princes shall fall by the sword for the haughtiness 

of their tongues ; 
This shall be their reproach in the land of Egypt. 



Complaint of idolatry in Israel, and threal 
fheir reliance upoo foreign n 

1 Pdt the trumpet to thy mouth ! 

Like an eagle cometh an enemy against the house of Je 

hovab, 
Because they hare transgressed my covenant, 
And have rebelled against my law. 

2 They shall say to me, 

My God, we know thee, we, thine Israel ! 
8 Israel hath cast away what is good ; 

The enemy shall pursue him. 
4 They have set up kings, but not by me; 

They have made princes, and I knew it not. 

Of their silver and their gold have they made themselves 

That they may be brought fo destruction. 
e An abomination is thy calf, O Samaria I 
Mine anger is kiiidied against them ; 
How long will it be ere they can attain to purity! 

6 For from Israel it came ; 

The workman made it, and it is no God ; 

Yea, into fragments shall the calf of Samaria he broken. 

7 They have soivji ihe wind, 

And they sliail reap the whii'lwind. 
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They shall have no standing harvest ; 

The ear shall yield no meal ; 

If perchance it yield, strangers shall devour it. 

8 Israel is swallowed up ; 

Soon shall they hecome among the nations 
As a vessel which no one desireth. 

9 For they have gone up to Assyria, 
Like a solitary wild-aw ; 
Ephraitn hireth lovers ; 

10 But though they hire among the nations, 
Soon will I gather the nations against tiiem ; 

Then shall they rest a little while from the burden of 
their king, aad their princes ! 

11 Ephraim hath built many alCat^ for sin. 
Therefore shall he have altars for sin. 

12 Though I write for him many laws. 
They are accounted as a strange thing ; 

13 As to the sacrifices which they should offer me, they slay 

flesh and eat it ; 
Jehovah hath no pleasure in them. 
Now will he remember their iniquity, 
And punish tlieir sins ; 
To Egypt shall they return. 

14 For Israel hath forgotten bis Maker, and builded palaces, 
And Judah hath multiplied fenced cities ; 

But I will send a fire upon his cities, 
And it shall devour his palaces. 



Pnnishinent IhroalenBd on acconnt of idolatry in Israel.- Co. IX. I - 

1 Eejoice not, Israel, 
Exult not, like the nations! 

For (hou committest fornication, forsaking thy God ; 
Thou lovest hire on every com-floor. 

2 The floor and the vat shall not feed them, 
And the new wine shall deceive them, 

S They shall not dwell in the land of Jehovah ; 
To Ejrypt shall Ephraim go back. 
And cat unclean tilings iii Assyria. 
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4 They shaU pour out no offerings of wine to Johovali, 

Nor shall their sacrifices pJeaso him ; 

They shall be to them as the bread of mourners ; 

All that eat thereof shall i>e polluted. 

Their bread shall be for their own hiinfer; 

It shall not come info the house of Jehovah. 
B "What will ye do in the festal day, 

In the day of the feaat of Jehovah ? 

6 For, behold, they go forth from a wasted land ; 
Egypt shall gather them ; 

Meraphia shall buiy them ; 

The precious places of their silver, 

Nettles shall possess them ; 

Thorns shall spring op in their habitations. 

7 The days of visitation are come ; 
The days of retribution are come — 

Israel shall know that the prophet was foolish, 

That the man of the spirit was mad — 

For the greatness of thy iniquity, and thy great hatred. 

8 If Ephraim seek an answer from my God, 

The prophet is as the snare of the fowler in ail his ways, 
A net in the house of his God, 

9 They have deeply corrupted themselves, as in the days of 

Gibeah ; 
He wiil remember their iniijuity ; 
He will requite their sins. 



IC I FOUND Israel as grapes in the wilderness ; 

As the early fruit on the flg-tree, at its first time of be; 

I saw your fathers. 
But they went to Baal Peor, 
And separated themselves to shame, 
And had abominable idols according to Iheir love. 
11 The glory of Ephraim shall fiy away as a bii'd ; 

They shall not bring forth, nor bear in the womb, n 
conceive ; 
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12 Yea, if tliey bring up children, I will utterly bereave 

them; 
Yea, woe to theni when I depart from them ! 

13 I have seen Ephraim planted, like Tyre, in a rich paa- 

Yet shall Ephraim bring out his children to the murderer. 
11 Give them, Jehovah ! What wilt thou give them ? 
Give them a miscarrying womb, 
And dry breasts ! 

15 All their wicltedness is in Gilgal ; 

Yea, there have I hated them for the wickedness of their 

doings ; 
I will drive them from my house ; 
I will love them no more ; 
All their princes are revolters. 

16 Ephraim is smitten ; 

Their root is dried up ; they shall hear no fruit j 

Yea, though they should beget children, 

I will destroy the beloved fruit of the womb. 

17 My God shall cast them away, 
Because they have not hearkened to him. 

And they shall be wanderei's among the natioast 



Punisliment of idolatry aiid other vices of Israel. — Ch. S, 

1 Israel is a luxuriant vine, 
That bi'ingeth forth fruit ; 

But according to the abundance of his fruit hath he 

abounded in altars; 
According io the goodness of his land hath he made 

goodly images. 

2 Their heart is divided ; now shall they suffer for it ; 
He will break down their altais. 

And destroy their images. 
8 For soon shall they say. We have no king, 

Because we fear not Jehovah ; 

What can a king do for us ? 
4 They utter empty woi-ds, 
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Swearing falsely, making covenants, 

And now judgment springeth up, as hemlock in the fur- 
rows of the field. 
5 For the calf of Bethaven shall tlie inhabitants of Samaria 
be in fear ; 

Tea, its people shall grieve for it, 

And its priests shall ti-emhle for it, 

Becanse its glory has departed from It. 
^ 6 It shall be canicd to Assyria, 

As a present to the hostile king, 

Ephraim shall be covered with confusion. 

And Israel shall be ashamed of his doings. 

7 Samaria shall be brought to desti-uction ; 
Her king shall be as a twig upon the waters. 

8 The high places of Aven, the sin of Israel, shall be de- 

stroyed ; 
The thorn and the tliistle shall come up on their altars. 
And they shall say to the mountains, Cover us I 
And to the hills, Fall on us ! 

9 More than in the days of Gibeah hast thou sinned, 

Israel! 
There they slood ; 

The battle in Gibeah against the sons of iniquity did not 
overtake them. 
10 Now will I chastise them according to my pleasure. 

And the nations shall be gathered together against them, 
"When I shall bind them for their two iniquities. 
IX Ephraim is a ti-ained heifer, that loveth to tread out the 

But I will lay the yoke upon her feir neck ; 

I wilt cause Ephiaim to draw, 

Judah shall plough, Jacob shall harrow. 

12 Sow for 3 our-elves to rightoousness, and ye shall reap 

aocoiding to your piety ; 
Break up your fallow ground; 
For it is a time to seek Jehovah, 
Till he come and rain righteousness upon you. 

13 Te plough wickedness, ye shall reap injustice! 
Ye shall eat the fruit of falsehood. 

Because thou trustest in thy way, in the multitude of thy 
mighty men, 
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14 There shall arise a tumult among thy people, 
And all thy fortresses shaJl be destroyed, 

Aa Slialman destroyed Betliarbel in the day of battle, 
When the mother was dashed in pieces with her children. 

15 Such things shall Bethel bring upon you 
Because of your great wickedness. 

Ta the morning shall the king of Israel he destroyed. 



ael's ingralitnde, and it 



I When Israel was a child, I loved him, 

And called my son out of Egypt. 
S But they turned away from those that called them. 

They sacrificed to images of Baal ; 

They burned incense to idols. 

5 I helped Ephraim to go, 

Tea, I took them up in my arms ; 

Yet they marked not that I healed them. 
4 I drew them with human cords, with bands of loye ; 

I was to ihem as those who lift up the yoke from their jaws j 

I dealt gently with them, and gave them food. 
G They shall no more go down to Egypt; 

For the Assyrian shall be their king, 

Because they reftise to return to me. 

6 The sword shall fall upon their cities. 
It shall consume their bars, and devour 
Because of their devices. 

7 For my people persevere in turning away from me ; 
ITiough they are called to the Most High, 

None will exalt him. 

8 How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? 
How shall I abandon thee, Israel ? 
How shall 1 make thee as Admah ? 
How shall I set thee as Jfeboim ? 

My heart is changed within me; 
Yea, my compassion is kindled. 



Hcssdb, Google 



ca-xii.] HOSBA. 41 

9 1 will not execute the fierceness of miuo anger ; 
I will not agiiiu destroy Epliraim ; 
For I am God, and not man, 
The Holj One in tiie midst of thee, 
And I will not eome in anger. 

10 They shall walk after Jehovah, when ho shall roar like a 

lion. 
When he shall roar, then shall their sona hasten from the 

11 They shall hasten as a bird from Egypt, 
And as a dove from the land of Assyria, 

And I will place them in their houses, saith Jehovah. 



13 Ephraim compasseth me about with falsehood. 
And tJie Louse of Israel witli deceit ; 
Judah also is inconstant toward God, 
Toward the holy and faithful one. 

1 Ephraim feedeth on wind, and folJoweth jifter the * 

Every day he mulliplieth falsehood and violence ; 
They make a league with Assyria, 
And oil is carried into Egypt. 

2 Therefore Jehovah hath a controversy with Judah. 
And he will punish Jacoh for hia ways. 

And requite him aocoi-ding to his doings. 

3 In the womb he took his brother by the heel. 
And in hw strength he contended with God ; 

4 Yea, he contended with the angel, and prevailed; 
He wept, and made supplication to him. 

At B«diel he found him, 

Ajid there he spake with us, 
B And Jehovah, the God of hosts, 

Jehovah is his name. 
6 Therefore turn thou to thy God; 

Observe mercy and justice," 

And hope in thy God always I 
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7 He is a Canaauite ; in his iiands are tLc balances of 

deceit ; 
He loveth to oppress. 

8 Yet Epliraim saith, Lo, I have become ricb j 
1 have toutid myself substance ; 

In all my earniDgs can be found no transgression in 
which thei-e is guilt. 

9 Yet I, Jehovah, have been tliy God from the land of 

Egypt ; 
1 wjU again cause thee to dwell in tents, as in the days 
of the solemn feast. '' 

10 I have also spoken to the prophets, 
And I have given many visions. 

And by the pi-ophets I have used simihtudes. 

11 Uehold, Gilead is full of iniquity ; 
Surely they have become corrupt ; 
In Gilgal they sacrifice osen, 

And their al.ars are like the heaps in the furrows of the 

12 Jacob fled into the country of Syria, 
And Israel served for a wife, 

And for a wife he kept sheep. 
18 By a prophet Jehovah brought up Israel out of Ezypt. 

And by a prophet was he preserved. 
14 Ephraim hath provoked iiia Lord most bitterly 

Therefore will he leave his blood upon liim. 

And recompense to him bis reproach. 



xy. 

The destrnction of laraei tlireatened. — Ch. XUI. 

i Once when Ephraim spake, there was tremblin". 
was exalted in Israel ; ° 

But he offended through Baal, and died. 
2 And now they sin more and more, 

And have made to themselves molten images ■ 

Of their silver by their skill have they made idols ; 

All of It IS the work of artificers. 
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They say concerning tliem. 

Whoever will sacrifice, let him tisa the calves ! 
8 Therefore shall they be as the morning cloud, 

And aa the early dew, which passeth away ; 

As chaff driven with a whirlwind from the thrashiog-fioor. 

And as smoke from the chimney. 
4 Yet I, Jehovah, have been thy God from the land of 
Egypt, 

And tliou hast known no God but mo ; 

Tea, there was no saviour besides mo. 
6 I cared for thee in the desert, 

In the land of great drought. 

6 As they were fed, so they were filled ; 

They were filled, and their heart was lifted upj 
Therefore they forgot me. 

7 Therefore have I become to them as a lion ; 
As a leopard I watch for them in the way ; 

8 I will meet them as a bear bereaved of her wlielpa. 
And I will rend the caul of their heart. 

And there will I devour them as a lioness ; 
The wild beast shall tear them. 

9 It hath been tliy destruction, Israel, 

That against me, against thy help, thou hast rebelled ! 

10 Where is now thy king? 

Let him save thee in all tliy cities ! 
And where thy judges, 

In regard to whom thou saidst. Give me a king and 
princes ! _ 

11 I gave thee a king in mine anger, 

And I have taken him away in my wrath. 

12 The iniquity ofEphraim is treasured up ; 
His guilt is laid up in store. 

13 The pangs of a ti-availiiig woman shall come upon himj 
He is an unwise son. 

For el^e would he not tarry long in the place of tlie 
breaking forth of cbildi'en. 

14 I will ransom them from the power of the grave ; 
I will redeem them from death ; 

O death, where is thy plague? 

grave, where Is thy desti-uction ? 

Eepentauce is hidden from mine eyes. 
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3 Tiiougli he be fruitful among his brethren, 

An east wind shall come, 

A wind of Jehovah shall come up from the desert, 

And his spring abaU hecome dry, 

And his fountain shall be dried up, 

And the treasure of all his pleasant vessels shall ba 
spoiled. 
6 Samaria shall suffer for her guilt. 

For she hath rebelled ag^nst her God. 

They shall fall hy the sword ; 

Their infanta shall be dashed in pieces, 

And their womea with child shaU be ripped up. 



1 Eetukn, Israel, to Jehovah thy God ; 
For thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. 

2 Take with yon words, 

And return to Jehovah, saying, 

" Forgive all our iniquity, and receive ua graciously, 

And we will render to thee the sacrifices of our lips I 

3 Assyria shall not help us ; 
We will not ride on horses ; 

And no more will we say to the work of our bands. 

Ye are our Gods ! 

For from thee the fatherless obtaineth mercy." 

4 "1 will heal their rebellion ; I will love thera freely ; 
For my anger is turned away from them. 

5 I will be as the dew to Israel j 
He shall blossom as the lily. 
And strike his roots like Lebanon. 

6 His sprouts shall spread forth, 

And his beauty shall be as the olive-tree, 
And his fragrance as Lebanon. 

7 They that dwell under liis shadow 
Shall revive as the corn ; 
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They shall shoot forth as the vine ; 
Their name shall be like the wine of Lebanon. 
J Ephraim shall say, What have I more to do with idols'' 
I will hear bim ; I will care for Lim.; 
I will be like a green cypress-tree ; 
From me shall thy fruit be found." 

) Who is wise, that he may understand these things, 
Prudent, that he may know thorn ? 
For the ways of Jehovah are right, 
And the righteous walk in them; 
But in them transgressors stumble. 
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ISAIAH. 



I Tlie visions of Isaiah, the son of Amoz, whlcli he saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem, in tlio days of Uz- 
ziali, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judali. 



Kemonstranco ngninst the deprayity of tho time?. — Ch. I. 2-31. 

i Hear, ye heavens, and give ear, earth ! 
For Jehovah speaketh ; 
" I have nourished and brought up children, 
And they have rebelled against me. 

3 The ox knoweth his owner, 
And the ass his master's crib ; 
But Israel doth not know ; 
My people do not consider." 

4 Ah, sinful nation ! a people laden with iniquity ! 
A race of evil-doers ! degenerate children ! 

They have forsaken Jehovah j they have despised the 
Holy One of Israel; 

They have gone backward. 
B Where can yo be smitten again, 

Since ye renew your rebellion ? 

The whole head ia sick, and tho whole heart faint; 
6 From the sole of the foot even to tho head, there is no 



It is all bruises, and stripes, and fresh wounds, 
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Neither pressed, nor bound up, nor softened with oiiit- 

7 Your country is desolate ; 
Yonr cities are burnt with fire ; 

Tour ground, strangers devour it before your eyes ; 
It is become desolate, destroyed by an enemy, 

8 And the daughter of Zion is left as a shed in a vineyard. 
As a hut in a garden of cucumbers, 

As a besieged city. 

9 Had not Jehovah of hosts left us a small remnant, 
We had soon become as Sodom ; 

"We had been like to Gomorrali. 

10 Hear ye the word of Jehovah, yo princes of Sodom ! 
Give ear to the instruction of our God, ye people of Go- 
morrah! 

11 What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? saith 

Jehovah ; 
I am satiated with burnt-offerings of rams, and the fat of 

fed beasts ; 
In the blood of bullocks and of lambs and of goats I have 
no delight 

12 When ye come to appear before me, 

Who bath required this of you, to tread my courts? 

13 Bring no more false oblations ! 
Incense is an abomination to me. 

The new moon also, and the sabbath, and the calling of 

the assembly ; 
Iniquity and festivals I cannot endure. 

14 Tour new moons and your feasts my soul hateth ; 
They are a burden to me ; 

I am weary of bearing them. 

15 When ye spread forth your bands, 
I will hide mine eyes from you j 

Tea, when ye multiply pi-ayers, I will not hear ; 
Yonr hands are full of blood I 

16 Wash you ; make you clean ; 

Put away your evil doings from before mine eyes ; 

17 Cease to do evil ; 
Leam to do well ; 

Seek justice; relieve the oppressed; 
Defend the fatherless ; plead for the widow 1 
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18 Come, now, and let us argue together, saith Johovah. 
Though your sin3 be as scarlet, tliey shall be as wMte as 

Though they be red as crimson, they shall be like wool. 

19 If ye be willing and obedient. 

Ye sha,ll consume the good of the land. 

20 Eat if ye refuse, and. be rebellious, 
The aword sliall consume you ; 

For the moutli of Jehovah hath said it. 

ai How is the faithful city become a harlot, 
Sho that was full of equity ! 
Once justice dwelt in her, but now mui'derers I 

22 Thy silver is become dross ; 

Thy wine is adulterated with water. 

23 Thy princes are faithless, companions of thieves; 
Every one of them loyeth gifts, and seeketh rewards ; 
They render not justice to the fatherless, 

And the cause of the widow Cometh not before thorn. 

24 Wherefore, thus saith the Lord, Jehovah of hosts, the 

Mighty One of Israel : 
Ha ! I will ease me of mine adversaries, 
And avenge me of mine enemies. 

25 And I will again turn my hand toward thee. 
And wholly purge away thy dross. 

And take away all thy alloy. 

26 And I will restore thee judges, as at the first, 
And counsellors, as at the beginning. 

Then shalt thou he called the city of righteousness, the 
feithful city. 

27 Through justice shall Zion be delivered, 
And her reformed sons through righteousness. 

23 But destruction shall fall at once on the rebels and sin- 
Tea, they that forsake Jehovah shall be consumed. 
29 For ye shall be ashamed of the terebinths in which ye 
delighted ; 
Te shall blush for the gardens which ye loved ; 
80 And ye shall be as a lerebinth-treo whose leaves are 
withered, 
And as a' garden in which is no water. 
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SI The strong shall heeome tow, 
And his work a spark of fire j 
Both shall burn together. 
And none shall quench them. 



INSORlPTIOir. 



1 The woi'd, wJiicli was revealed to Isaiah, the son of Amoz 
concerning Judnli antl Jerusalem. 

Promise, of glorlou, Mm-^ time,, when distent nation, shall voluntarily 
object themselves t« the roiiglon and li.w, of the people of Jehovah. 
But the Jewish nation must first be purified fi-om their vstrious vicus bv 
the just judgments of God. — Ch. I!., HI., IV. 

2" It shall como to pass in the last days, 

That the mountain of the house of Jehovah shall be es- 
tablished at the head of ihe mountains, 

And exalted above the hills ; 

And all nations shall flow unto it, 
8 And many kingdoms shall go, and shall say, 

"Come, let us go to the mountain of Jehovah, 

To the house of the God of Jacob, 

That he may teach us his ways, 

And that we may walk in his paths ! " 

For from Zion shall go forth a law. 

And the word of Jehovah from Jerusalem. 
4 He Shalt be a judge of the nations, 

And ao umpire of many kingdoms ; 

And they shall beat then- swords into ploughshares. 

And their spears into pruning-hooks ; 

Nation shall not lift up the sword against nation, 
Neither shall they learn war any more. 

5 O house of Jacob, come ye. 

And let us walk in the light of Jehovah! 

6 For thou hast forsaken thy people, the house cf Jacob, 
Because they are full of tho EasI, 
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And are sorcerers, like the Philiatmes, 
And strike hands with a foreign race I 

7 Their land is full of silver and gold, 
And there is no end to their treasures ; 
Their land is full of horses, 

And there is no end to their chariols; 

8 Their land is full of idols ; 

They bow down to the work of their own hands, — 
To that which their own fingers have made. 

9 Therefore shall the mean man be bowed down, 
And the great man be brought low ; 

And thou wilt not forgive them ! 

10 Go into the rock, hide yourselves in the dust, 

From the terror of Jehovah, and tlie glory of his ma- 
jesty ! 

11 The proud looks of man shall be humbled. 

And the loftiness of mortals shall be brought low ; 
Jehovah alone shall be exalted in that day. 

12 For Jehovah of hosts holdeth a day of judgment 
■ Against all that is proud and lofty ; 

Against all that is exalt«d, and it shaU be brouglit low ; 

13 Against all the cedars of Lebanon, the high and the ex- 

And against all the oaks of Bashan ; 

14 Against all the lofty mountains. 
And against ^1 the high hills; 

Is Against every lofty tower, 
And against every high waU ; 

16 Against all the ships of Tarshish, 
And against all their beautiful flags. 

17 The pride of man shall be humbled; 

The loftiness of mortals shall be brought low ; 
Jehovah alone shall be exalted in that day. 

IB The idols shall wholly pass away ; 
19 And men shall go into clefts of the rocks, and caves of 
the earth. 
From the terror of Jehovah, and the glory of his ma 

jesty. 
When he ariseth to make the earth tremble. 
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20 At that time shall men cast away their idols of silver 

and their idols ofgolJ, 
Which they have made to worship, . 
To the moles and the bats ; 

21 Fleeing into caves of the rocks, and clefta of tlie crao-^v 

rocks, "*•' 

From the t«rror of Jehovah, and the glory of lijs ma- 
jesty, 
When he ariseth to make the earth tremble. 

22 Ti-ust, then, no more in man. 
Whose bi-eath is in his nostrils ! 

For what account is to be made of him! 

1 For behold, the Lord, Jehovah of hosts, 

Taketh away from Jerusalem and from Judah every stay 

and support ; 
The whole stay of bread, and the whole stay of water ; 

2 The mighty man, and the wan-ior, 

The judge, the prophet, the diviner, and the sage, 

3 The captain of fifty, and tlie honorable man. 

The counsellor, the expert in arts, and the skilful in 
oharrns. 
i And I will make boys their princes, 
And children shall rule over tliem. 

5 And the people sliall oppress one another, 

Man striving against man, and neighbor against neigh- 

bor; 
The hoy shall behave himself insolently toward the aged. 
And the base toward the honorable. 

6 Then shall a man take hold of Jiie brother in his father's 

house, [and say,] 
Thou hast yet clothing. 
Be thou our ruler. 
And take this ruin into thy hands ! 

7 But in that day shall he lift up his hand, and say: 
I am no healer ; 

In my house is neither bread nor raiment ; 
Make not me ruler of the people ! 

8 For Jerusalem tottereth, and Judah fallcth. 

Because their tongues and their deeds are against Je- 

hovah, 
To provoke hip holy eyes. 
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9 Their very pouiitenance witnessetli against them ; 
They publish their sin like Sodom ; tltey bide it not j 
Woo to them, for they bring evil upon themselves ! 

10 Say ye of the righteoua that it shall be well with him, 
For he shall eat the fruit of his doings. 

11 Woe to tlie wicked, it sliall be ill with him, 
For the work of his hands shall he repaid him I 

12 As for my peoj>le, children are tlieir oppressors. 
And women rule over them. 

O my people, thy leaders cause thee to err, 
Aud destroy the way in which thou walkest! 

18 Jehovah standeth up to maintain his cause ; 
He standeth up to judge hia people. 

14 Jehovah enterelh into jtidgmeut with the eldei-s of hia 

people, and their princes ; 
" So then ye have consumed the vineyard ; 
The plunder of the poor is in your houses I 

15 Wiiat mean ye, that ye crush my people, 
And grind the faces of the poor?" 
Saith Jehovah, the Lord of hosts. 

16 Thus, also, saith Jehovah : 

Because the daughters of Zion are haughty. 
And walk with outstretched necks, 
And glance their eyes wantonly, 
Mincing their steps as they go, 
And tinkling with their foot-clasps, 

17 Therefore will the Lord make their heads hald. 
And Jehovah will expose their nakedness. 

18 In that day shall the Lord take from them 

The ornaments of the foot-clasps, and the net-works, and 
the crescents ; 

19 The ear-rings, and the bracelets, and the veils ; 

20 The turbans, and the ankle-chains, and tlie belts i 
The perfume-boses, and the amulets; 

21 The flnger-rings, and the nose-jewels ; 

22 The embroidei-ed robes, and the tunica, and the cloaks, 

and the purees ; 

23 The mirrors, and the linen shifts, and the head-bands, and 

the large veils. 

24 And instead of perfume there shall be corruption; 
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IiiBtead of a belt, a rope ; 

Instead of curled Jofks, lalJnesa ; 

lustead of a wide mantle, a covering uf syckclotli ; 

Fire-scars instead of beauty. 
as Tliy men shall fall by the sword, 

Yea, thy mighty men in battle ; 
2e Her galea slmll lament and mourn, 

And she, being desolate, shall sit upon the ground. 

1 In that day shall seven ivoraen lay hold of one man.. 

We will eat our own bread, 
And wear our own irarmetits. 
Only let us be called by thy nnme, 
Aud take away oui' reproach ! 

2 In that day shall the increase of Jehovah be glorious 

and honorable, 
And the fruit of the land excellent and beautiful. 
For them that have escaped of Israel. 

3 All that remain in Zion, 

And all that are left in Jerusalem, 

Shall be called holy; 

Every one that ia written down for life in Jerusalem. 

4 When the Loi-d shall have washed away the filth of the 

daitghtei's of Zion, 
And have removed the blood of Jerusalem from the 

midst of lier. 
By a spirit of judgment and a spirit of destruction, 
B Then shall Jehovah create upon the whole ejttent of 
mount Zion, and upon her places of assembly, 
A clond and smoke by day. 
And Die brightness of a flaming (ire by night ; 
Yea, for all that is glorious tliere shall be a shelter ; 
B There shall be a tent by day for a shadow from the heai^ 
And for a refuge and shelter from the storm and rain. 
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1 Let me sing now a song respecting my friend, 
A mnir respecting my friend touching Lis Tineyai-d. 
My friend had a -vineyard 

Oil a very fruitful hiU ; 

2 He digged it, and cleared it of stones, 
And planted it wilh the choicest viae, 
And built a tower in the midst of it. 
And hewed out a wine-press therein ; 

Then he looked that it sliould bring forth ils grapes, 

But it brought forth sour grapes. 
8 And now, O inhahitants of Jei-usfllein, and men of Judah, 

Judge ye between me and my vineyard ! 
4 "What could have been done for my vineyard 

That I have not done for it? 

"Why, then, when I loolsed that it should bring forth its 

Brought it forth sour grapes? 
B But come now, and I will tell you 
What I mean to do with my vineyard. 
I wiU take away its hedge, and it shall be eaten up ; 
I will break down its wall, and it shall be trodden down ; 

6 And I will make it a waste ; 

It shall not be pruned, nor digged, 
But shall grow up into thorns and briers; 
I will also command the clouds 
That they shed no rain upon it. 

7 The vineyard of Jehovah of hosts is the house of 

And the men of Judah the plant of his delight. 
He looked for jnstiee, and behold, bloodshed! 
For righteousness, and behold, outcry ! 

8 Woe to Ihem that join house to house, 
That add field to field, 
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Till there is no place loft, 
And they dwell iilone in the land. 
9 To mine ear hath Jehovah of hosts revealed it : 
Surely many houses shall hecome a desolation, 
The great and the fair ones, without an inhahitant. 
10 Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall yield a sinjjlc bath of 

And a homer of seed shall produce but an ephah, 

n Woe to them that rise early in the morning to follow 
strong drink, — 
Who sit late in the night that wine may inflame them ! 

13 And the lyre and the harp, the tahret and the pipe, and 

ivine, are at their feasts. 
But they regard not the work of Jehovah, 
Nor attend to the operation of his hands. 
18 Therefore shall my people be led captive, when tliey 

think not of it ; 
Their honorable men shall be famished with hunger. 
And their rich men parched witli thirst. 

14 Therefore doth the uuder-world enlarge its greedy throat. 
And stretch open its mouth without measure, 

And down go ber nobility and her wealth, 

Her busy throng, and all that was joyful within her. 

15 The mean man shall be bowed down. 
And the great man shall be brought low. 
And the eyes of the haughty shall be humbled ; 

16 Jehovah of hosts shall be esalied thi-ough judgment; 
Yea, God, the Holy One, shall be sanctified thi-oiign 

righteousness. 

17 Then ^U the lambs feed, as in their own pasture, 

And the deserted fields of tlie rich shall strangers con- 



18 Woe fo them that draw calamity with cords of wickcd- 

And punishment as with wagoii-t races, — 

19 Who say, Let Mm make speed, let Mm hasten his work, 

that we may see it I 
Let the purpose of the Holy One of Israel draw near 
and be fulfilled, that we may know it I 

20 Woe to them tliat call evil good, and good evil. 
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That put darkiiess for light, and light for (larknosa, 

That put bitter for. sweet, and sweet for bitter I 
21 Woe to tliem that are wise in their own eyes. 

And prudent ia iheir own conceit! 
23 Woe to them that are valiant to drink wine. 

And men of might to mingle strong drink I 
S3 That clear the guilty for a reward, 

And take away from the rigbteoiis his right 1 
21 Therefore, as fire devours stubble, 

And as the withered grass sinks into the flame, 

So their reot shall become rottenness. 

And Iheir blossom shall fly up like dust 

For they have despised the law of Jehovah of hosts. 

And contemned the word of the Holy One of Israeli 
25 Thei-efoi-e ia the anger of Jehovali kindled against Lis 

He siretcheth forth his hand ngainst them, and smiteth 

them, so that the mountains (remble, 
And their carcasses are as dung in the midst of tlie 



20 He lifteth up a banner for the nations afar off. 

He whisileth tor them fi-om the ends of the earth. 

And behold, they haste, and come swiftly. 
27 None among them is weary, and none atmnbleth j 

None alumbereth nor sleepetli ; 

The girdle of their loins is not loosed. 

Nor the latchet of their shoes broken, 
as Their arrows are sharp, 

And all their bows bent; 

Tlie hoofs of their hories are like flint. 

And their wheels like a whirlwind. 
29 Their roaring ia like the roaring of the lion ; 

Tliey roar like young lions ; 

They roar, and seize the prey; 

They bear it away, and none can rescue it. . 
aO Yea, in that day shall tliey roar against them lii 
roaring of the sea ; 

And if one look to the land, behold darkness and s 

And the light is darkened by its clouds. 



Hcssdb, Google 



w. 

The call of Isaiali to the prophetical otGce Cii. VI. 

' T !S "'.',■ '"" '" ."'"* "^"S ^"''>'' *»4 I »«» tli« 

ot tils robe filled the temple. 
! Around Mtn itood seraph. , each one of them h^J ,i, 

wings i with two he colored his face, with two he covered 

lotKard'jd: "° " "" *■ ^"■' ™ ■»"«' •«' 

Holy, holy, holy is Jetovah ofhosts; 

The whole earth is full of his glory. 

i And the foundations of the thresholds were shaken 

w; h the voice of their cy. And tlie temple was filled 

6 with smoke. Then I said, Alas for mel I am undone! 

-t or 1 am a man of unclean lips, and dwell among a neo- 

pie of unclean hps, and mine eyes have seen the Kinc, 

6 Jehovali of hosts. Then flew one of the seraplis to me 
having m his hands a glowing stone, which he had taken 
with the tongs from the altar. And he touched my 

7 mouth, and sard, Behold, fJiis loucheth thy lips, and thinn 
iniquity is taken away, and thy sin is expiated. 

8 And I heard the voice of the Lord, sayinff 
Whom shall I send, and who will go for us ? 
And I said : Behold, here am I ; send me ! 

9 And he said : 

Go, and say thou to this people. 
Hear ye, indeed, but understand not; 
See ye, indeed, but perceive not! 

10 Make the heart of this people gross ■ 
Make their ears dull, and blind their eyes ; 

That they may not see with their eyes, nor hear with 

thetr ears, 
Nor per^ive with their hearts, and tarn, and he healed. 

11 -Then said I, How long. Lord ? He said : 

Until the cities be hud wnste, so tliat thei-e be no inhah- 

ilant. 
And the houses, so that there be no man 
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And the land be left uttei-Iy desolate ; 
la Until Jehovah have removed the men far away, 

And there be great desolation ia the land. 
13 And though there be a tenth part remainuig in if, 

Even this shall again be destroyed ; 

Tet aa when tiie terebinth and the oak are out down, 

Therr stem remaincth alive. 

So sliall a holy race be tlie stem of tlie nation. 



A pradicUon of the ill-sncceas of the designs of tlie Israelites and SyrLnni 
against Judah, nnd of the snbseqnent ruin of Judah by tha Assyrians, 
Willi whom Ahaz wished to form an alliance. — Ch. VIL 

] In the time of Ahaz, the son of Jotham, the son of 
Uzziah, king of Judah, Eezin, king of Syria, and Pekah, 
the son of Kemaliah, king of Israel, came up against Je- 
rusaJem to besiege it; but he could not prevail against it 

a And when it was told the house of David, that the 
Syrians had encamped in Ephraim, his heart was moved, 
and the hearts of his people, as the trees of the forest are 
moved with the wind. 

8 Then said Jehovah to Isaiah, Go forth to meet Ahaz, 
thou and Shear-Jashub thy son, at the end of the aque- 
duct of the upper pool, in the way to the fuller's field ; 

i and say to him : 

Tike heeil ^nd be quiet ! 

Fear not, ncitl er let thj heart be faint 

On account of the two tiiis of these smoking firebrands, 

On account of the fier e wrath of Rezin with the Syri- 
ans, and of the son of Eemaliah, 
6 Because S3ni devi^eth evil against ihee, 

Epbmm and the son of Remaliah, saying, 
e ' Let us ^0 up -ifamst Jndah, and besiege the city, 

And take it 

And aet 1 k:n^ in the midst of it, 

L\en the bon ot Tibc.I" 
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7 TIius saith the Loi-d Jehovah : 

"It ahaJl not stand, neitlier shall it be; 
S But the head of Syria sliall etiil be Damascus, 

And the liead of Damascus, Bezin; 

[And witliin threescore and five years shall Epliraim ba 
broken, that he be no more a'people.] 
» And the head of Ephraim shall stJli be Samaria, 

And the head of Samaria, the son of Remaliah. 

If ye will Dot believe, neither shall je thrive." 

10 Jehovah spake also again to Ahaz : 

11 " Ask thee a sign of Jehovali, tliy God ; 
Ask it fi-om below, or in the height above ! " 

12 And Ahaz said, I will not ask ; I will not tempt Jeho- 

13 vah ! Then he said. 

Hear ye now, house of David! 

Is it too small a thing for you to weary men. 

That ye should weary my God also ? 

14 Therefore shall Jehovah himself give you a si^n : 
Behold, the damsel shall conceive, and bear a son, 
And she shall call his name Immanuei. 

15 Milk and honey ^liail he eat. 

Until he learn to refuse the evil, and choose the good; 

16 For before this child shall have learned to refuse the evil 

and choose the good. 
The land shall become desolate, 
On account of whose two kings thou art in terror. 
13 Tet Jehovah shall bring upon thee, and upon thy people, 

and upon thy father's house, 
Days such as have not been 
Since Ephraim revolted from Judah. 
[Even the king of Assyria.] 
IS And it sliail come to pass in that day 

That Jehovah shall whistle for the fly that is at the end 

of the streams of Ejiypt, 
And the bee that is in the land of Assyria. 

19 And they shall come, and light all of them 

In the desolate valleys, and Assures of the rocks, 
And upon all hedges, and upon all pastures. 

20 In that day shall Jehovah shave, with a i-a^or hired b©' 

yoiid the river, [with the king of Assyria,] 
Tiie iiead, and the hair of the fsjut; 
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Yea, even the beard shall he take away. 
21 And it shall come to pass in that day, 

That a man shall keep a young cow, and two sheep ; 

23 And for the abundance of milk which they pi'oduce, shall 

lie eat cheese ; 
For milk and honey shall all eat 
Who are left in the land. 
28 And it shall come to pass in that clay. 

That eveiy place where stood a thousiind vines, worth a 

tJiousand shekels of silver, 
Shall he covered with briers and thorns. 

24 With arrows and with bows shall men go thither; 
For alt the land shall become briers and thorns. 

25 AH the hills that were digged with the mattock 

^liali no one approach through fear of briers and thorns ; 
They shall be for the pasturage of osen. 
And the trampling of sheep. 



YI. 

A tl p pi eoy, tt little later tliaii tlie preceding, oonceraing the destrno- 
t f Lphraim and the Syrians, nnd the iavasloa of Judali by (he 

As y OS vitU a description of the subseqnant glorlons and prOB[fttrou3 
iit f the Jewish nation nnder She reign of a wise, mighty, and 
pea f I p iiice ; referring, aa some supposa, to Heiekiiih, the eon of 
Ah wh wfi9 tlien ahout twelve yeai's old, or aa others with ninch 
gr t probabilitybeUevB.tothaMaasL-ih. — Ch. VIII. 1 — IX.T. 

1 And Jehovah said to me. Take thee a great tablet, and 
with a man's writing-insti\iment write on it, Hasteth-the- 

2 prey, Speedelh-the-spoil. And I took with me faithful 
■witnesses, Uriah the priest, and Zechariah, the son of 

8 Eevechiah. I went ia to the prophetess, and she conceived 
and bore a son. Then said Jehovah to me. Call hia name, 

4 Hasteth-the-prey, Spe&leth-the -spoil. For before the 
child shall learn to say. My father, and My mother, the 
riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall be 
borce away before the king of Assyria. 
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6 Moreover, .lehovah spake to mc again, saying : 

6 Because this people despiseth 
The soft-flowing waters of Siloah, 

And rejoicetli in Eezin, and the son of E«maliah, 

7 Tlierefore, beliold, tlie Lord brmgeth upon them the strong 

and miglity waters of the river; 
[The king of Assyria and all his glory.] 
He shall rise above all his eliannels, 
And go over all his banks. 

8 And he shall pass through Judah, overflowing and spread- 

ing; 
Even to the neck shall he reach, 
And his strefehed-out wings shall fill the whole breadtii of 

thy land, Immanuel ! 

9 Rage, ye rations, and despair! 

Give ear, all ye distant parts of the earth ! 
Gii-d youi'selves, and despair ! 
Gird yourselves, and despair ! 

10 Form your plan, and it shall come to nanght ; 
Give die command, and it shall not stand; 
For God is with ns. 

11 For thus spake Jehovah to me with a strong hand, 
Instructing me not to walk in the way of this people : 

12 Call not everything a confederacy which this people calleth 

a confederacy ; 
Fear ye not what they fear, 
Neitlier be afraid! 

13 Jehovah of hosts, sanctify ye him ; 

Let him be your fear, and let him be your dread! 

14 And he shall be to you a sanctuary ; 

But a stone of stumbling, and a rock to strike against, 

To the two houses of Israel, 

A trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

15 And many among them shall stumble; 
They shall fiiU, and be broken ; 
They shall be ensnared and taken. 

16 Bind up the revelation, 

Seal the word, with my disciples I 

17 I will, tliercfoi'c, wait for Jehovah, 

Who now liidcth his face from the house of Jacob; 
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Tet will I look for him. 

18 Behold, I, and the children which Jehovah hath given me. 
Are signs and tokens ia Israel 

From Jehovah of iiosta, who dwelletli upon mount Zion. 

19 And when they shall say to you, 
"Inquire of the necromancers and the wizards, 
That chirp, and that murmur," 

[Then say ye,] "Shouldnot a people inquire of their God? 
Should they inquire of the dead lor the Jiving ? " 

20 To the word, to the revelatioa ! 

If they apeak not according to this, 
For them no bright morning shall arise. 

21 Tliey shall pass through the land distressed and famished ; 
And when ihey are famished, they sliall be enraged, and 

curse their king and their God, 
And look upward. 

22 And if they look to the earth, 

Behold distress and darkness, fearful i3arkness ! 
And into darkness shall they be driven. 

1 But the darkness shall not remain where now is dis- 

Of old he brought tlie land of Zebulon and the land of 

Naphtali into contempt; 
In future times shall he bring the land of the sea beyond 

Jordan, the circle of the gentiles, into honor. 

2 The people that walk in darkness behold a great light ; 
They who dwell in the land of deatJi-liko shade, 

Upon them a light shineth, 

3 Thou enlargest the nation ; 
Thou increasest their joy ; 

They rejoice before thee with the joy of harvest, 
With the joy of those who divide the spoil. 

4 For thou brtakest their heavy yoke. 
And the rod that smoto their bicks. 
And the scoui-ge of the taskmittei, 
As in ilie day of Jlidiau. 

5 For every greave of the wanioi m battle, 
And the wai'-garmeiil rolled m blood 

Shall be burned ; yea, it shall bu food tor tht lire. 
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6 For to us a child is born, 
To us a son is given, 

And tlie government shall be upon his shoulder, 
And he shall be called 
"Wonderful, counsellor, mighty potentate. 
Everlasting father, prince of peace ; 

7 His dominion shall he great. 

And peace without end shall bo upon Ihe throne ( 

and his kingdom. 
To fix and establish it 
Through justice and equity, 
Henceforth and forever. 
The aeal of Jehovah of hosts will do tliis. 



J. 

8 The Lord sendeth a word against Jacob ; 
It Cometh down to Israel. 

9 His whole people shall feel it, 
Kphr^m, and the inhabitants of Samaria, 
Who say in pride and arrogance of heart, 

10 " The bricks are fallen down, but we will build with hewn 
stooes ; 

Tlie sycamores are cut down, but we will replace tbem 
wilh cedars." 
Ix Jehovah will raise up the enemies of Rezin against them, 

And will arm their adversaries ; 
12 The Syrians before, the Philistines behind, 

Who shall devour Israel with wide jaws. 

For all this his anger is not turned away, 

But his hand is stretched out still. 



) The people turn not to him that smiteth them ; 
Neither do they seek Jehovah of hosts. 
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14 Therefore shall Jehovah cut off from Israel tlio head and 
tlie tail, 

The palm-hranch and tlie rnsh, in one day, 
IB [The aged and the honorahle are the head, 

And the prophet that apeaketh felsehood is ihe tail.] 

16 For the !eadei-s of tbis people lead them astray, 
And tliey that are led hy them go to destruction. 

17 Therefore shall the Lord have no joy in their young men, 
And on their orphans and widows ho shall have no com- 
passion; 

For they are all profane, and evil-doers ; 
Jlvery roouth speaketh folly. 
For all this his anger is not turned away, 
But his hand is sti'etched out still. 



18 For wickedness burneth like a fire, 
It consumeth the briers and thorns, 
And it kiudleth the tliicket of the forept. 
So that it goeth up in columns of smoke. 

19 Through the wralh of Jehovah of hosts is the land burned, 
And the people are food for the fire ; 

No one spareth another, 

20 They consume on the right hand, and yet are hungry; 
They devour on the left, and are not eatislicd j 
Eveiy one devoiireth the flesh of his arm. 

21 Manasseh is against Ephi-aiin, and Ephraim against Ma- 

ii:isseh, 
And both together against Judah. 
For all this his anger is not turned away, 
But his hand is stretched out still 



1 Woe to them that make unrighteous decrees. 
That write oppressive decisions, 

2 To turn away the needy from judgment. 
And rob the poor of my people of tlieir right j 
That the widows may become their prey, 
And that they may plunder the orphans. 

8 What will ye do in the day of visitation, 
And in the desolation which cometh from afar? 
To whom will ye fiee for help. 
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And where will je leave your glory ? 
I Forsaken by me, tliey shall sink down amor 
And fall among tlie slain. 
For all this his anger ia not turned away, 
But hia hand ia stretched out still. 



vm. 



PredEction of the d( 
and fsliclty [a t 
Cii. X. 5 — XIL 

6 "Woe to the Assyrian, the rod of mine anger. 
The staff ia whose handa is the iiistrument of my indigna- 

6 Against an impious nation I will send him. 

And against a people under my wrath I will give him a 

To gather the spoil, and seize the prey, 

And to trample tJiem under foot like the mire of the streets. 

7 But he doth not so purpose, 
And his heart doth not so intend ; 
But to desti-oy is in hia heart. 

And to cut off a multitude of nations. 

8 For he saith, " Are not my princes altogether kings .' 

9 Is not Calno as Carehemish ? 
Is not Hamath as Arpad ? 

Is not Samaria as Damascus ? 

10 As my hand hath seized the kingdoms of the idols, 
Wtose graven images were more numei-ous than those 

of Jerusalem and Samaria, 

11 Behold I as I have done to Samaria and her idols. 
So will I do to Jerusalem and her images." 

13 But when the Lord hath accomplished his whole work 
upon Mount Zion and Jei-iisalBm, 
Then will he punish the fruit of the proud heart of the 

king of As-iyria, 
And the arrogance of his lofty eyes. 
18 For he hath said: "By the strength of my hand T havo 
done it. 
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And by my ivipi5nm ; for I am wise ; 
I have removed the bounds of nations, 
I have phtndered their treasures ; 

As a hero liave I brought down them that sat upon 
thrones. 

14 The riclit's of the nations hath my hand seized, as a nest ; 
As one gatherefh eggs that have been left. 

So have I gathered the whole world. 
And tJiere was none that moved the wiag, 
Or that opened the beak, or that cbirpe<l." 

15 Shall the axe boast itself agdnst him that lieweOi with it ? 
Or shall the saw magnify itself against him that movothit? 
As if the rod should wield him that lifteth it ! 

As if the staff should lift up him that is not wood ! 

16 Wherefore the Lord, the Lord of hosts, shaE sead upon 

his fat ones leanness. 
And under his glory shall he kindle a burning, like the 
burning of a Are, 

17 The light of Israel shaSl be a fire, 
And his Holy One a flame, 

Which shall burn and devour his thorns and briers in one 

18 The glory of his forest and of his fruitful field 
From the spiiit even to the llesb shall he consume; 
It shall be with them as when a sick man fainlelh. 

19 Tlie remaining trees of the I'orest shiiU be few, 
So that a child may write them down, 

20 In that day shall the remnant of Israel, and they that 

have escaped of the house of Jacob, no more lean 
upon )iim that smole them ; 
They shall lean upon Jehovah, the Holy One of Israel, 
'in truth. 

21 The remnant shall return, the remnant of Jacob, fo the 

mighty Potentate ; 

22 For though thy people, Israel, be as the sand of the sea, 
Only a remnant of them shall return. 

The devastation is decreed ; 
It shall overflow with righteousness 
2S For devastation and punishment dotli ti:e Lord, Jehovah 
of hosts, execute in the midst of the whole land. 
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34 Yet tlrus sailli llie Lord, Jehovah of hosts : 

Fear not, O my people, that dwellest in Zion, because ol 

the Assyrian I 
With his rod indeed shall he smite thee, 
And lift up his staff against thee in the manner of Egypt ; 

35 But yet a very little while, and my indignation sliall have 

And my anger shall destroy them, 

26 Jehovah of hosts shaU raise up against liim a scourge, 
As he smote Midian at the rock of Iloreb, 

And as he lifted up the rod against the sea ; 
Yea, he shall lift it up, as in Egypt. 

27 In that day shall his burden be removed from thy shoul- 

der. 
And his yoke from thy nsek ; 
Yea, tliy yoke shaU he broken, as that of a fat steer. 

28 He is come to Aiath ; he passeth through Migron ; 
In Michmash he leaveth hia baggage ; 

29 They pass the strait ; 

At Geba they make their night-quarters ; 
Eamah trembleth ; 
Gibeah of Saul fleeth. 

50 Cry aloud, daughter of Gallim! 
Hear, Laish I 

Alas, poor Anathoth ! 

51 Madmenah hasteth away ; 

The inhabitants of Gebim take to flight. 
82 Yet one day shall he rest at Nob, 

Then ehall he shake his hand against the mount of tlia 

daughter of Zion, 
The hill of Jerusalem. 

33 But behold ! the Lord, Jehovah of hosts, shall lop tlie 
branches with fearful force. 

And the high of stature shall be cut down, 

And the lofty shall be brought low. 
84 He shall hew ihe thickets of the forest witli iron, 

And Lebanon shall fall by a mighty hand. 

I Then shall spring forth a shoot from the stem of Jesse, 
And a sprout grow up from hia roots. 
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2 The spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him, 

Tlie spirit of wisdom, and Qnderatandiiig, 

The spirit of counsel and might. 

The spirit of the knoiviedge and of (he fear of Jehovah. 
8 He shall take delight in the fear of Jehovah ; 

He shall not judge by the sight of his ey&s, 

Kor decide by the hearing of his ears. 
4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, 

And decide with equity for the afflicted of the land ; 

He shall smite the earth with the i-od of his mouth ; 

With the breath of his lips shnll he slay the wicked. 
6 Righteousness shall be the girdle of hia loins, 

And faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 

6 Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, 
And the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; 

The calf, and the young lion, and the falling shall be to- 
gether, 
And a little child shall lead them. 

7 The cow and the bear shaU feed together, 
Togetlicr shall their young lie down. 
And the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

8 The suckling shall play upon the hole of the asp. 

And the new-weaned child lay his hand on the hiding- 
place of the basilisk, 

9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountMO j 
For the land shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovali, 
As the waters cover the depths of the sea. 

10 In that day sl:all the shoot of Jesse stand as a banner to 

the nations. 
And to him shall the gentiles repair. 
And his dwelling-place shall be glorious. 

11 In that day shall Jehovah the second time stretch forth 

his hand 
To recover the remnant of his peoplp. 
That remaineth, from Assyria, and from Egypt^ 
And from Pathros, and from Ethiopia, and from Elam, 
And from Shinar, and from Hamath, 
And from the islands of the sea. 

12 He shall set up a banner to the nations. 
And gather the outi'asts of Israel, 

And bring together the dispersed of Judah, 
From the four extremities of the earth. 
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13 Then sliall the jealousy of Ephraim depart, 
And the enmity in Judah be at an end ; 
Ephraim shall not be jealous of Judah, 
And Judah shall not L-ontend with Ephraim. 

14 But they shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines at 

the sea ; 
Together shall tliey plunder the children of the East ; 
On Edom and Moab shall they lay their hand, 
And the sons of Ammon shall be subject to them. 

15 Then will Jehovah utterly destioy the tongue of the 

Egyptian sea. 
And shake his hand over the river with a mighty wind, 
And smite it into seven streams, 
So that men may go over it dry-shod. 

16 And it shall be a highway for the remnant of the people, 
Which shall remain, from Assyria, 

As there was to Israel, 

When he came up from the land of Egypt. 

1 In that day shalt thou say, 

" I will praise thee, Jehovah, 'for, though tliou hast been 

angry with me, 
Tliine anger is turned away, acd thou comfortest me. 

2 Behold, God is my salvation ; 

I will trust, and will not be afraid ; 
For Jehovah is my glory, and my song ; 
It is he who was my salvation." 

3 Ye shall draw waters with joy from the fountains of sal- 

vation ; 

4 And in that day ye shall say, 

" Give thanks to Jehovah ; call upon his name j 
Make known his deeds among the people ; 
Give praises, for his name is exalted ! 

5 Sing to Jehovah, for he hath done glorious things ; 
Be this known in all the earth! 

G Cry aloud, shout for joy, inhabilant of Zion, 
For great is-t!ie Holy One of Israel in tlio midst of thee ! " 
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2 Upon the bare mountaia lift up a banner ; 
Cry aloud to them, wave the hand. 

That they may enter the gates of the tyrants ! 

3 I have given oi'ders to my consecrated ones, 

Yea, I have called upon my mighty ones to execute mine 

My proud ezultera ! 

t The noise of a multitude upon the mountains, like that 

of a great people ! 
The tumultuous noise of kingdoms, of nations gathered 

togetlier ! 
Jehovah of hosts muslereth his army for battle. 

6 They come from a distant country. 
From the end of Heaven, 

Jehovah and the instruments of his indignation, 
To lay waste the whole land. 

a Howl ye, for the day of Jehovah is at hand I 
Like a destruction from the Almighty, it cometh ; 

7 Therefore shall all hands hang down, 
And every heart of man shall melt, 

8 They shall be in conslernaCion ; 

Distress and anguish shall lay hold of them ; 
As a woman in travail shall they writhe ; 
They shall look upon one another with amazement j 
Their faces shall glow like flames. 

Behold! the day of Jehovah cometh, 

Terrible, foil of wrath and burning indignation. 

To make the land a waste, 

And to destroy the sinners out of it. 
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10 For the stars of heaven, antl the consltllations lliereof. 
Shall not give their liglit; 

The sun shall be darkened at hia going forth, 
And the moon sliall withhold her light. 

11 For I will punish the world for its guilt, ■ 
And the wicked for their iniquity. 

I will put an end to the arrogance of the proud, 
And I will bring down the haughtiness of tho tyrants. 

12 I will make men scarcer than gold ; 
Tea, men than the gold of Ophir. 

13 Therefore I will make the heavens tremble, 
And the earth shall be shaken out of her place, 
In the anger of Jehovah of hosts. 

In the day of hia burning indignation. 

14 Then shall they be like a chased doe ; 

Like a flock, which no one gathereth together; 
Every one shall turn to his own people. 
And every one flee to his own land. 

15 Every one that is overtaken shall be thrust through. 
And every one that is caught shall fall by the sword. 

16 Tlieir children shall be dashed to pieces before their eyes ; 
Their houses shall be plundered, and their wives ravished, 

17 Behold, I stir up against them the Medea, 
Who make no account of silver. 

And as to gold, tliey do not regard it. 

18 Their bows shall strike down the young men, 

And on the fruit of the womb they shdl have no compas- 
sion ; 
Their eye shall not pity the children. 

19 So shall Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, 
The proud ornament of the Chaldeans, 

Be like Sodom and Gomorrah, which God overthrew, 

20 It shall never more ie inhabited ; 

Nor shall it be dwelt in through all generations. 
Nor shall the Arabian pitch his tent there. 
Nor shall shepherds make their folds there. 

21 But there shall the wild beasts of the desert lodge, 
And owls shall All their houses; 

And ostriches shaU dwell there, 
And satyrs shall dance there. 

22 Wolves shall howl in their palaces, 
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And her daya shall not be prolonged. 

1 For Jehovah will have compassion upon Jacob, 
And will again set his love upon Israel, 

And cause them to rest in his own land. 
And Bfrangers shall join themselves to them, 
And cleave to the house of Jacob. 

2 The nations shall take them and bring them to their own 

place; 
And the house of Israel shall possess them, m the land of 

Jehovah, 
As servants and as handmaids ; 
They shall take captive their captors. 
And they shall rule over their oppressors. 

5 So when Jehovah shall have given thee rest 
From thy sorrow and thy distress, 

And from the hard bondage 

"Which was laid upon thee, 
4 Then slialt thou utter this song over the king of Babylon, 
and say, 

"How bath the tyrant fallen, 

The oppression ceased ! 
G Jehovah hath broken the sfafF of the wicked. 

The rod of the tyrants, 

6 That smote the people in anger. 
With a continual Stroke, 

That lorded it over the nations in wrath 
With unremitted oppression. 

7 The whole earth is at rest, is quiet; 
They break forth into singing. 

8 Even the cypress-trees exult over thee, 
And the cedars of Lebanon ; 

' Since thou art fallen, 
No feller cometh up against us.' 
B The under-world is in commotion on account of thee, 
To meet thee at thy coming ; 
It sfirreth up before thee the shades, all the mighty of tho 

earth ; 
It arouseth from their thrones all the kings of the nations ; 
10 They all accost thee, and say, 
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' Art thou, too, become weak as we ? 
Art thou become like us ? ' 
11 Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, 
And the sound of thy harps. 
Vermin have become thy couch. 
And worms thy coyeriug. 

13 How art thou feUen from heaven, 

Lucifer, son of the morning ! 

How art thou oast down to the ground, 
Thou tbat didst trample upon the nations ! 

15 Thou saidat in thy heai-l, ' I will ascend to heaven, 
Above the stars of God will I exalt my throne ; 

1 will Bit upon the mount of assembly in the recesses of 

the north. 

14 I will ascend above tlie height of the clouds ; 
I will be like the Moat High.' 

J5 But thou art brought down to the grave, 
To the depths of the pit. 

16 They that see thee gaze upon thee, and view fliee atten- 

tively, (and say,) 
'Is this the man that made the earth tremble, 
Tbat shook kingdoms, 

17 That made the world a wilderness, 
And laid waste its cities, 

And sent not his captives to their homes ? ' 

18 All the kin^ of the nations, yea, all of tbera, 
Lie down in glory, each in his own sepulchre ; 

19 But thou art cast forth without a grave, 
Like a worthless branch ; 

Covered with the slain, who ai-e pierced by the sword, 
Who go down to the stones of the pil. 
Like a carcass trampled under foot. 

20 Thou shalt not be joinejj with them in tho grave, 
Because thou hast desti'oyed thy country, 

And slain thy people ; 

The race of evil-doers shall nevermore bo named. 

21 Prepare ye slaughter for his children, 
For the iniquity of their fathers. 

That they may no more arise, and possess tho earth, 
And fill the world with e 



For I will arise against them, saith Jehovah of hi 
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And I will cut off from Babylon the name and remnant, 
Posterity and offspring, saith Jehovah. 
23 I will make her the posseBsion of the porcupine, and pools 



Fragmont concaniing tho iloEtriiction of tho Assyrians Ch. XIV. 24-27. 

24 Jehovah of hosta hath sworn, saying', 
Surely, as I have devised, so shall it come to pass ; 
The purpose which I have fonned, that shall stand, 

25 To crush the Assyrian in my land, 
And to trample him on my mountains. 
Tten shall his yoke depart from them, 

And his burden be removed from their sliouldera. 

26 This is tiie purpose wliich is formed eonceraing all the 

And this the hand which is stretched out over all the na- 

27 For Jehovah of hosts hath decreed, and who shall disannul 
And his hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it hack ? 



Fropliecy against tlio Philistiacs. — Cn. XIV. 28 - 32. 

3 In the year in which Ahaz the king died came this 
prophecy. 

J Eejoice not, all Philistia, 
Because the rod that smote thee is broken, 
For from the root of a serpent shiiU come forth a basilisk, 
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And his fruit shall be a flying, fiery serpent. 
30 Then shall the most wretehed of the poor feed quietly. 
And the needy shall lie down in security; 
For I will kill tliy i-oot with famine, 
And Ihy remnant shall be slain. 

81 Howl, gate ! cry aloud, city ! 

O Philistia, thou meltest away in terror I 
For from the noith cometh a smoke, 
And there ia no straggler in their hosts, 

82 What answer shall be given to the messengers of the m 

That Jehovah hath founded Zion, 

And ia her shall the poor of his people find refuge. 



Tha destruction of KToab. — Cii. XV,, XVT. 

1 The prophecy concerning Moab. 

Tea I in the night of assault wag Ar of Moab a ruin ! 
In the night of assault was Kir of Moab a ruin ! 

2 They go up to the temple, and to Dibon, to weep upon 

the high places ; 

Upon Nebo and upon Medeba doth Moab howl j 

On every head is baldness, 

And every beard is sliorn. 
8 In their streets they gird themselves with sactcloth ; 

On the tops of their houses and in their public walks ev- 
ery one howleth, 

And raelteth away with weeping. 
4 Heshbon and Elealah Titter a cry ; 

Even to Jahaz is their voice heard ; 

Therefore the warriors of Moab shriek aloud; 

Their hearts tremble within them. 
6 My heart crieth out for Moab, 

Whose fugitives wander to Zoar, to Eglath-shelishijah ; 

For they ascend the heights of Luhith weopin^, 

And in the way of Horonaim they raise the cr/of desfruc- 
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6 For the waters of Nimrim are iJesohitc ; 

The grass is withered ; the tender plant failcth ; 
There is no green thing left. 

7 Wherefore the remnant of their subslanc« and tl: 

wealth 
They shall carry to the brook of willows. 

8 For the cry encomj)a=seth the borders of Moah ; 
Even to Eglaim reachetli her wailing, 

To Boer-Elim Sier howling. 

9 For the walers of Dimoii are fnll of Llood ; 
For I bring new evils upon Ditnon ; 

Upon him that eacapetb of Moab will I send a lion, 
Even upon him that remaiueth in the laud. 

1 Send ye the lambs to the ruler of the land, 
Front Selah through the wilderness 

To the mount of the daughter of Zion ! 

2 For as a wandering bird, 
As a forthdriveii neat, 

So shall be the daughters of Moab 

At the fords of Arnon ; [saying,] 
8 "Offer counsel; give decision. 

Make thy shadow at noonday like the darkness of nigl 

Hide the outcasts ; 

Betray not the fugitives. 
4 Let my outcasts dwell with thee, £0 Zion !] 

Be thou to them a covert from the spoiler! 

For the extortion is at an end. 

The spoiiing ceaseth. 

The oppressors are consumed from the land. 
B Then shall your throne be established through mercy, 

And upon it shall sit in the house of David 

A judge searching for justice, and prompt in equity." 

Answer of the Jews. 

6 ""We have heard of the pride of Moab; he is v( 

His haughtiness, and his pride, and his insolence. 
His vain boastings." 

7 Therefore shall iroab howl for Moab ; 



Hcssdb, Google 



OH. TVIl.] ISAIAH. 77 

Every one sJial! howl ; 

For tie ruins of Kir-hares sfiall ye mouni, 

In deep affliction. 

8 For the tieids of Heslibon languish, 

The lords of the nations break down tiie choicest shoots 

of the vine of Sibmah, 
They reached even to Jazer; they wandered into the des- 

Her branches were spread ont ; they crossed the sea. 

9 Therefore I will «-eep, lil;o Jaaer, for the vine of Sibmah ; 
I will water thee with my tears, Heshbon and Elealah, 
For upon thy summer fruits, asd thy harvest, the war- 
shout J8 fallen. 

10 Gladness and joy ai-e drfven from the fruitful field, 
And in tlie vineyards is no singing nor shouting; 
The treaders tread out no wine in their vats ; 

I have made the vintage -shouting to cease. 

11 Therefore shall my bowels sound like a harp for Moab, 
And my inward parts for Kir-hares. 

12 And it shall come to pass that though Moab present him- 

self; 

Though he weary himself upon his high places, 

And go up to his sanctuary to pray, 

Yet shall he not prevail. 
18 This is the word which Jehovah spake concemino 
14 Moab of old. But now saith Jehovah: ° 

Within three years, like tlie years of a hireling, 

The gloiy of Moab shall be put to shame, 

With all his great multitude ; 

And the remnant shall bo very small, and ,riihout 
strength. 



XIII. 

Against Ephralm and Damiisens. — Cii. XVIL 1 
The prophecy concerning Damascus. 



Behold, DamaacuB shall bo n 
It slall become a heap of ruins 
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2 The cities of Aroer slial! be foraaken ; 
Tliey shali be pastures for flooka, 

■\Vhicii aiiall lie down, and none shall make ttem afraid. 

3 The fortress shiill cease from Ephraitn. 

And the kingdom from Damascus, and the rest of Syria; 
It shall be with them as with the glory of the children 

of Israel, 
Saith Jehovali of hosts. 

4 In that day shall the glory of Jacoh sink away. 
And the fatness of his flesh become leanness. 

5 And it shall be as when the harvest-man gathereth the 

corn, 

And reapeth the cars with !iis arm ; 

Yea, as when one gleaneth eai-s in the valley of liephaim. 
e There shall be left in it only a gleaning, as in the olive- 
harvest, 

Two or three berries on the top of the highest bough, 

Four or five on the fruitful branches, 

Saith Jehovah, the God of Israel. 

7 In that day shall a man have i-egard to his Maker, 
And his eyes shall look to the Holy One of Israel. 

6 He shall not look to the altars, the work of his hands. 
Nor have respect to that which his fingers have made, 
The images of Astarte and the Snn-pillars. 

9 In that day shall his fortified cities be like ruins in the 

forests, or on the mountain tops. 
Which the enemy left, m flight from the children of 

Israel ; 
And the land shall he a desolation. 

10 For thou hast forgotten the God of thy salvation. 
And hast not been mindful of the rock of thy strength ; 
Therefoi-e though thou plant beautiful plants, 

And set shoots from a foreign soil, 

11 When thou hast planted them, thoQgh thou hedge them in, 
And in the morning bring thy plants to the blossom, 
Yet shall the harvest lice away, 

In the day of pain and desperate sorrow. 
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A description of tho Eudtlen destniotion of Sennacheiib's army near Jera- 
aalem, which lends the prophet to speak of tlie Etliiopians, and of their 
convofsioii to Jehovah through the display of his power in favor of the 
Jews.— Cb. XVII.12-XVIIL 

13 Alas ! a tumult of many nations ! 
Tliey rage with the raging of the sea. 
Alas ! a roaring of kingdoms ! 
They roar with the roaring of mighty waters. 

13 Like the roaring of mighty waters do the nations roar ; 
He rebitketh them, and they flee away, 

Diiyen like the chaff of the mountains before the wind, 
Like stubble before the whirlwind. 

14 At the time of evening, behold, terror! 
Before morning, behold, they are no more ! 
This is the portion of tliem that spoil us, 
And the lot of them that plunder us. 

1 Ho! thou land of rustling wings, 
Beyond the rivers of Ethiopia I 

2 That scndest thy messengers upon the sea. 
In reed-boats upon the face of the waters : 

Go, ye swift messengers, to a nation tall and Mr, 

To a people terrible from the first and onward, 

To a mighty, victorious people. 

Whose land is divided by rivers ! 
8 All ye inhabitants of the world, ye that dwell oq the earth, 

When the standard is lifted up on the mountains, behold 1 

When the trumpet is sounded, hear! 
4 For thus hath Jehovah said to me : 

" I will sit still, and look on from ray dwelling-place. 

Like a serene heat when the sun shineth, 

Like a dewy cloud in the heat of harvest," 
6 But before the vintage, when tlie bud is gone. 

And the blossom is ripening into a swelling grape, 

He shall cut oflTthe shoots with pruning-hooks, 

And the branches he shall take away and cut down. 
6 They shall be left together to the ravenous birds of tha 
mountaini;, 
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And to the wild boasts of the earth. 
The ravenous birds shall summer upon it, 
And every wild beast of the earth, shall winfer upon it, 
7 At that time shall gifts be brought to Jehovah of hosts 
From a natioa tall and fsur, 
From a people tecHbie from the first and onward, 
A mighty, victorious people, 
Whose land is divided by rivers, 
To the dwelling-place of Jehovah of hosts, to mount Zio; 



1 The prophecy concerning Egypt. 

Behold, Jehovah rideth upon a swift cloud, 
And Cometh to Egypt ; 
The gods of Egypt ti-emble at liia presence, 
And the heart of Egypt melteth within her, 

2 " I will set the EgyptLtns against the Egyptians ; 
Brother shall fight against brother, 

And neighbor against neighbor ; 
City against city, 
And kingdom against kingdom. 
8 The spirit of Egypt shall f^I within her, 
And her devices I will bring to naught. 
Then shall they consult the idols, and the sorcerers, 
And the necromancers, and the wizards. 

4 But I will give up the Egyptians to the hands of a cruel 

lord, 
And a fierce king shall rule over them," 
Saith the Lord, Jehovah of hosts. 

5 Then shall the waters fail from the river. 
Tea, the river shall be wasted and dried up. 

6 The streams shall become putrid ; 

The cauaia of Egypt shall be emptied and dried up ; 
The reed and the rush shall withei". 
1 The meadows by the river, by the bor(Jer3 of the river, 
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And all that growetJi by the river, 
Shall witlier, be blasted, and be no more. 

8 Then shall the fisliermen mourn ; 

All they that cast the hook into the river shall lament, 
And they that spread nets upon the faee of the waters 
shall iangnish. 

9 They, also, that work in flitx. 

And they that weave white liaen, shall be confounded. 
10 Her pillars are broken down. 

And ail who labor for hire are grieved in heart 
] I Surely the princes of Zoau are fools ; 

The wise counsellors of Pharaoh have been atupid in their 
counsels. 

How, then, can ye say to Pharaoh, 

"I am the son of the wise. 

The son of ancient kings"? 

12 Whei-e are they now, thy wise men ? 

Let them tell thee now, so that men may know it, 

What Jehovah of hosts hath determined concernin« E>n-pt ' 

13 The princes of Zoan are become fools ; ° 
The princes of Noph are deceived, 

Even the chiefs of her tribes have caused Egypt to err. 

14 Jehovah hath mingled within her a spirit of perverseness, 
And they have caused Egypt to err in all her works, 

As a drunkard staggereth in his vomit. 
IB There shall be nothing which can be c'.one by Egypt, 
By tlie head, or the tail, the palm-branch, or the rush. 

16 In that diiy shall the Egyptians be like women ; 
They shall tremble and fear 

On account of the shaiing of the hand of Jehovah of 

hosts. 
Which he shall shako against them. 

17 The land of Judah shall be a teiTor to Egypt; 
Every one to whom it ia mentioned shall^trembla 
On account of the purpose of Jehovah of hosts, 
Which he hath determined against them. 

18 In that day there shall be live cities in the land of Egypt 
Speaking the language of Canaan, ° 
And swearing by Jehovah of hosts ; 

One of them shall be called the City of tlie Sim. 

19 In that day tliei-e shall be an altar tfl Jehovah iu the 

midst of the land of Egypt, 
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And in the border of it a pillar to Jehovali, 

20 "WTiicb. sliall be a sign and a witnesa 

For Jehovah of hosts in the land of Egypt, 
That they cried la Jehovah on account of their oppressors, 
And he sent them a saviour, aud a defender, who deliv 
ered them. 

21 Thus shall Jehovah be made known to Egypt, 
And the Egyptians shall know Jehovah in that day, 
And shall offer him sacrifices and oblations ; 

They shall make vows to Jehovah, and perform them. 

22 Thus Jehovah will smite Egypt; he will smite and heal 

They shall return to Jehovah ; 
Therefore will he hear and heal them. 

23 In that day shall there be a highway from Egypt to As- 

And the Assyrian shall come into Egypt, 

And tlie Egyptian intp Assyria, 

And the Egyptians shall worship witli the Assyrians. 

24 In that day shall Israel be the third 
In connection with Egypt and Assyria, 
A blessing in the midst of the earth. 

26 Jehovah of hosts shall bless them, and say, 
Blessed be Egypt, my people, 
And Assyria, the work of my hands, 
And Israel, my inheritance 1 



XVI. 

Against the trust of Israel in Egypt and Etiiiopiii. — Ch. XX. 

1 In the year in which Tartan, being sent by Sargon, 
the king of Assyria, came to Ashdod, and fought against 

2 Ashdod, and took it, at that time spake Jehovah through 
Isaiah the son of Araoz in this manner : Go, and loose the 
sackcloth from thy loins, and put oif thy shoes from thy 
feet. And he did so, walking naked and barefoot. 

3 And Jehovah said: As my servant Isaiah liath waited 
naked and barefoot three years, a sign and a token for 

4 Egypt and Ethiopia, so shall the king of Assyiia lead the 
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captives of Egypt, awcl prisoners of Ethiopia, young and 
old, naked and barefoot, with their hind parts uncovered, 

5 to the shame of the Egyptians. Thea shall they be 
afraid and ashamed on account of Ethiopia their trust, and 

6 of Egypt their glory. The inhabitant of this coast shall 
say in that day, " Behold, so is it with thenj in whom we 
trusted, and to whom we fled for help, that we miglit be 
delivered from the king of Assyria. How then sliall we 



The destruction of Babylon by the Madoa and Tersinns. — Cu. XXI. 1 - 10. 

1 The prophecy concerning the desert of the aea. 

As storms which rush along through the south, 
So it Cometh from the desert, 
From the terrible land. 

2 A grievous vision was revealed to me ; 

The plunderer plundereth, and the destroyer destroyeth. 
" Go up, Elam ! Besiege, Media I 
All sighing do I make to cease." 

3 Therefore are my loins full of pain; 

Pangs have seized me, as the pangs of a woman in trav- 
ail; 
For convulsions I cannot hear; 
For anguish I cannot see. 

4 My heart panteth, 

TeiTor hath seized «pon me ; 

The evening of my desire is changed into horror. 

6 The table is prepared ; the watch is set; 
They eat ; they diiiik ; 

" Arise, ye princes 1 
Anoint the shield ! " 
e For thus said the Lord unto me : 
" Go, set a watchman, 
Who shall declare what he seeth." 

7 And be saw a troop, horsemen in pairs, 
liidei-s on asses, and riders on camels, 
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And he watehed with the utmost heed. 

8 Then he ciicd like a hon: 

"My Lord, I stiiud continually upon the watch-towe 

tho daytime. 
And keep my post all the night ; 

9 And beliold, there cometh a troop, 
Horsemen in pairs." 

Again also he lifted up his voice, and said : 
" Fallen, fallen is Bahylon, 

And all the graven images of her gods are cast hroken i 
the ground." 
10 my threshing, and the com of my flooi' ! 

What I have heard from Jehovah of hosts, the God c 

Israel, 
Tiiat have I declared to you. 



XYJIi. 

Prophecy conoerniug Dumiih. — Cn. XSI, 1 

The prophecy concerning Dnmah. 



A voic« came to me from Seir: 
" Watchman, what of the night ? 
Watchman, what of the night ? " 
13 The watchman saith : 

"Morning cometh, and also night. 
If ye will inquire, inquire! 
Eetum, come ! " 



XIX. 

Prophesy against the Arabians. — Cir. XXI. I 

3 The prophecy against the Arabians. 

In the thickets of Arabia siiall ye ]od"-e, 
yc Citrav.iiw of Dedau ! 
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14 The iuhabitants of the land of Tema 
Bring water to the tiirsty ; 

They come to meet the fugitive with bread. 

15 For they flee from swords, 
Fi'om the drawn sword, 
And from the bent bow, 
And from the fiiry of war. 

16 For thus saith the Lord to me : 

Within one year, according to the years of a hireling, 
Sliall all the glory of Kedar be consumed. 

17 The remainder of the mighty bowmen of the sons of Ke- 

dar shall be diminished; 
For Jehovah, the Gfod of Israel, bath said it. 



XX. 

ii-oity ivna besieged.— 



1 The prophecy concerning the valley of vision. 

What aileth thee now, 
That all thine inhabitants are gone up to the house-tops? 

2 Thou that wast full of noise, 

A tumultuous city, a joyous city ! 
Thy slain fall not by the sword; 
They are not siam in battle. 

3 All thy leaders flee together, 
By the bowmen are they bouad; 

Ajl found within thee are made captive together. 
Even they who have fled from afar. 

4 Therefore, say I, look away from me, that I may weep 

bitterly ; 
Strive not to comfort me for the desolation of the daughter 
of my people ! 

5 Foi' a day of ti-ouble, of desolation, and of perplexity com- 

eth 
From the Lord, Jehovah of hosts, in the valley of vision. 
They break down the walls ; 
The cry reacheth to the mountains. 
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6 Elam bea^eth the quiver, 

With chariots full of men, anil with horsenien ; 
Kir uncoTereth the shield. 

7 Thy fairest valleys, [0 Jerusalem,] are full of chariots ; 
The horsemen set themselves in array against the gate ; 

8 The veil of Judah is torn from her. 

But in such a day ye look to the armor of the house of 
tlie forest ; 
6 Ye mark how many are the breaches of the city of David, 
And collect the waters of the lower pool ; 

10 Ye number the houses of Jerusalem, 

And ye break down the houses to prepare the wall ; 

11 Te make a reservoir between the two walls for the waters 

of the old pool ; 
But ye look not to Him who hath done this ; 
Ye regai'd not Him that hath prepared this from afar. 

12 The I^rd, Jehovah of hosts, calieth you this day 
To weeping and to lamentation. 

To baldness and to gii'ding with sackcloth. 

13 But, behold, joy and gladness. 
Slaying oxen and killing sheep. 
Eating flesh and drinking vpioe ! 
" Let us eat and drink, 

14 Therefore it hath been revealed in my ears by Jehovah 

of hosts ; 
" This iniquity shall not be forgiven you, till ye die." 
Saith the Lord, Jehovah of hosts. 



) Thus saith the Lord, Jehovah of hosts : 

Go in to this steward, 

To Shebna, who is over the household, and say, 
3 What hast thou here, and whom hast thou here, 

That thou here hewest thee out a sepulchre, — ■ 

That thou hewest out thy sepulchre on high. 
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And grayest out a habifation for thyself in the rock? 

17 Behold, Jehovah will cast thee headlong witii a might? 

thrust ; 

18 He will violently roll thee together like a ball ; 
Like a ball will he hurl thee into a wide country. 
There shalt thou die ; 

And there shall be thy splendid chariots, 
Thou disgrace of the house of thy lord I 

19 I will drive thee from thy post. 

And from thy station I will poll thee down. 

20 In that day I will call my servant, 
Even Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah; 

21 I will clothe him with thy robe. 
And bind thy gii-dle around him ; 

Thy government will I commit to his hand, 

And he shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 

And to the house of Judah. 

22 I will lay the key of the house of David upon hia shoul- 

He shall open, and none shall shut, 

And he shall shut, and none shall open. 
S3 I will iasten him as a peg in a sure place, 

Aud he shall he a glorious aeat for his father's house. 
2-1 Upon him siiall hang all the glory of his father's house, 

The offspring and the offshoots ; 

Every small vessel, from the goblet even to all the pilch- 

25 In that day, saith Jehovah of hosts, 

The peg that was once fastened in a sure place shall be 

moved ; 
It shall be cut down, and fall. 
And the harden which was upon it shall come to the 

ground. 
For Jehovah hath said it. 



Hcssdb, Google 



Prophecy of tlie destruction of Tyro, — Cu. XXIII 

1 The prophecy concerning Tyre. 

Howl, ye ships of Tarshish ! 
For it is laid waste ; 
No house, no eiitrance is left! 

From the laud of the Chitfosans were the tidings brought 
to them. 

2 Be amazed, ye inliabitants of the sea-coast, 

Which the merchants of Sidon, that pass over the sea, did 
crowd! 
8 Upon the wide waters, the corn of the Nile, 

The harvest of the river, was her revenue ; 

She was tlie mart of the nations. 
4 Be thou ashamed, Sidon, for the sea hath spoken, 

The fortress of the sea hath spolseii thus ; 

" I have not travailed, nor brought forth children ; 

I have not nourished youths, nor brought up virgins." 
6 When the tidings shall reach Egypt, 

They shall be filled with anguish at the tidings concerning 
Tyre. • 

6 Pass ye over to Tarshisli ; 

Howl, ye inhabitants of the sea-coast! 

7 la this your joyous city, 

Whose antiquity is of ancient days? 
Now her own feet bear her 
To sojourn far away. 

8 Who hath purposed this against Tyre, 
The dispenser of crowns. 

Whose merchants are princes. 

Whose traders the nobles of the earth ? 

9 Jehovah of hosts hath purposed it. 
To bring down the pride of all glory, 
To humble the nobles of the earth. 

10 Go over thy land like the Nile, daughter of Tarshish] 
Now thy bonds are broken. 

11 He hath stretched out his liand over the sea. 
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lie hath mado the liingdoms tremlile ; 

Jehovah hath given coinmaadment uoiicerniLig Canaan 

To destroy her strong holds. 

12 Hs hath said, Thou shaJt no more rejoice, 
Thou ravished virgin, d;iughter of Sidon ! 
Arise, pass over to tlie Chitta^ans ; 

Yet even there shalt thou have no resL 

13 Behold the land of the Chaldfeans, 
Who, not long ago, were not a people, — 

The Assyrian assigned it to the inhabitants of the wildcr- 

They raise their watch-towevs ; 
They destroy her palaces ; 
They make her a heap of ruins, 

14 Howl, ye ships of Tarahish ! 
For your stronghold is destroyed. 

15 And it shall come to pass in that day, 
That Tyre shall he forgotten sevenly years, 
According to the daya of one king ; 

But at the end of seventy yeai-s 

It shall be with Tyre as in the song of the harlot: 

16 " Take thy lyre, go about the city, 
harlot, long forgotten ; 

Make sweet melody ; sing many songs, 

That thou mayst again be remembered ! " 
n At the end of seventy years shall Jehovah show regard to 
Tyre, 

And she shall return to her hire. 

And play the harlot with all the kingdoms of the world. 

That are upon the face of the earth, 
18 But her gain and her hire shall be holy lo Jehovah; 

It shall not be treasured, nor laid up in store ( 

But it shall be for them that dwell before Jehovah, 

For abundant food, and for splendid clothing. 
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1 Behold, Jehovah emptieth and draineth the land ; 
Tea, he tumeth it upside down, and scattereth its inhab- 
itants. 

2 As with the people, so is it with the priest; 
Aa with the servant, so with the master ; 
As with the maid, so with the mistress; 

As with the buyer, so with the seller ; 
As with the borrower, so with the lender; 
As with the usurer, so with the giver of usury. 

3 The land is utterly emptied and utterly plundered ; 
For Jehovah hath spoken this word. 

4 The land moumeth, and withereth; 
The world languisheth, and withercth ; 

The nobles of the people of the land do languish. 

5 The land was polluted under its inhabitants, 

Because they transgressed the law, they violated the stat- 

They broke the everlasting covenant, 
S Therefore a curse devoured the land ; 
Its inhabitants suffered for their guilt ; 
Therefore are the inhabitants of the land consumed with 

And few of the men are left. 

7 The new wine mourneth ; 
The vine languisheth ; 

All that were of a joyful heart do sigh; 

8 The mirth of tabrels ceaseth ; 

The noise of them that rejoice is at an end ; 
Tliejoy of the harp ceaseth. 

9 No more do they drink wine with the song; 
Strong drink is bitter to them that use it 

10 The city of desolation is broken down; 
Every house is closed, eo that none can enter. 

11 There is a cry for wine in the atroeta ; 
All gladness is departed; 
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The mirth of the land is gone; 
12 Desolation is left in the ciiy, 

And the giite is smitten into ruins. 
18 Tea, thus ahtdi it be in the land, in the midst of t!io peo- 
ple, 

Aa when the olive-li-ee has been shaken ; 

Aa the gleaning, when the vintage is ended, 

14 These shall lift up their voice, and sing; 

Tea, for the majesly of Jehovali they shall shout from 
the sea. 

15 Wherefore praise ye Jehovah in the East, 

The name of Jehovah, the God of Israel, in the isles of 
the sea ! 

16 From the end of the earth we hear songs ; 
" Glory to the righteous ! " 

But I cry, Alas, my wretchedness, my wretchedness ! woe 

The plunderers plunder; tie plunderers seize the spoil. 

17 The teri-or, the pit, and the snare 

Are upon thee, inhabitant of the land 1 

18 Whoso fleeth from the terror shall fall into the pit, 
And whoso escapelh from the pit, 

He shall be taken in the snare ; 

For the floodgates of heaven are opened. 

And the foundations of the earth tremble. 

19 The earth ia utterly broken down ; 
The earth is shattered in pieces ; 

The earth is violently moved from her place. 

20 The earth reeleth like a di'unkai-d, 

It moveth to and fro like a liammock ; 
For her iniquity lieth heavy upon her, 
And she shall fall and rise no more, 

21 In that day will Jehovah punish tlie host of the high onea 

. that are on high, 
And the kings of tlie earth upon the earth. 
32 They shall be thrown together bound into the pit, 



And shall be shut u 



e prison. 



But after many days shalf tliey be visited. 
23 The moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, 
When Jehovah of hosts shall reign in mount Zioi: and 

Jerusalem, 
Antl hia glory shall be before his ancients. 
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1 Jehovah, tlioii art my God ; 

I will esalt dice ; 1 will pi-a'se thy name, 

For thou hast done wonderful tilings ; 

Thine ancient purposes are faithfulness and trutL 

2 Thou hast made the city a heap ; 
The fortified city a ruin. 

The palace of the barharians is to be no more a city ; 

It shiUl never be built again. 
8 Therefore shall mighty kingdoms praise thee ; 

The cities of the teiTlble nations shaU honor thee ; 
i For thou bast been a defence to the poor; 

A defence lo the needy in his distress ; 

A refuge from the storm, a shadow fi-oai the heat, 

When the rage of tyrants was like a siorm against a wall. 
5 As heat in a dry land is made to va '^h. 

So thou puttest down the t mult of the ba barians ; 

As heat is allayed by a thi k loud 

So the triumph of the tyraula is b ou^! t lo v. 

<j Then in this mountain shall Jehoval of hosts prepare 

for all nations 
A feast of fat things, and wmes kept on the Ices ; 
Of fat things fall of marrow, of wines kept on the leea 

well refined. 

7 He will destroy in this mountain the covering that was 

cast over all people, 
And the veil diat waa spread over all nations. 

8 He will destroy death Ibrever ; 

The Lord Jehovah will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
And the reproach of his people will he take away from the 

whole earth ; 
For Jehovah hath said it. 

9 In that day shall men say, " Behoid, this is our God ; 
We waited for him, and he halh saved us; 

This is Jehovah, for whom we waited; 
Let us rejoice and exult in his salvation." 

10 For the hand of Jehovah shall restupon this mountain, 
And Moab shall be trodden down in his place, 

As straw is trodden down in a dung-pool. 

11 And he shall stretch out his hands in the midst of it, 
As the swimmer stretchefh out his hands to swim. 
But God shall put down his pride. 
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Together with the devices of hia hanrls. 
12 And the high bulwarks of thy walls will Jie lay low ; 
He will bring them down to the ground ; he will lay them 
in the dust. 

1 Tn that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judali: 
" We have a strong city ; 

His aid dofh God appoint for walls and bulwarks. 

2 Open ye the gates, 

That the righteous nation may enter in, 
The nation that keepeth the truth. 

3 Him that is of a steadfast mind 
Thou wilt keep in continual peace, 
Because he trusteth in thee. 

4 Trust ye in Jehovah forever, 

For the Lord Jehovah is an everlasting rock. 

5 For he hath brought down the inhabitants of the fortress : 
The lofty city he hath laid low ; 

He hath laid her low even to the ground; 
He hath levelled her with the dust. 

6 The foot Irarapleth upon her, 

The feet of the poor, the steps of the needy. 

7 The way of the upright is a smooth way ; 

Thou, most righteous, doth level the path of the up- 
right! ^ 

8 In the way of thy judgments, Jehovah, we have waited 

for thee ; 
The desire of our souls is to thy name, and to the remem- 
brance of thee. 
My soul longeth for thee in the night, 
And my spirit within me seeketh thee in the mornmg j 
For when thy judgments are in the earth, 
The inhabitants of the world leam righteousness. 

10 Though favor be shown to the wicked, 
He will not learn righteousness ; 

In the land of uprightness will he deal unjustly. 
And have no regard to the majesty of Jehovah. 

11 Thy hand, O Jehovah, is lifted up, yet do they not see ; 
But theyshall see with shame thy zeal for thy people ; 
Tea, fire shall devour thine advei-saries. 

12 Thou, O Jehovah, wilt give us peace ; 
For all our works thou doest for us. 
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13 Jehovah, onr God, other lords have had ilt 

us besides thee ; 
Ooly through thee do we call npoii thy name. 

14 ITiey are dead, they shail not live ; 
They are shades, they shall not rise. 

For thou hast visited and destroyed them, 
And caused all the memory of them to perish, 

15 " Thou wilt enlarge the nation, Jehovah ! 

" Tliou wilt enlarge the nation ; thou wilt glorify thyself; 
Thou wilt widely extend all the boi-ders of the land. 

16 Jehovah, id affliction they sought thee ; 

They poured out their prayer, when thy chastisement was 
npon them. 

17 Aa a woman with child, wheu her delivery is near, 
Is in anguish, and crieth aloud in her pangs, 

So have we been, far from thy presence, Jehovah! 

18 We have been with child ; we have been in anguish, 
Yet have, as it were, brought forth wind. 

To the land we bring no deliverance; 
Nor are the inhabitants of the land horn. 

19 might thy dead live again. 

Might the dead bodies of my people arise! 
Awake, and sing, ye that dwell in the dust ! 
For thy dew is like the dew upon plants. 
And the earth shall briag forth her dead." 

30 Come, my people, enter into thy chambers, 

And shut thy doors behind thee; 

Hide thyself for a little moment. 

Until the indignation be overpast ! 
21 For behold, Jehovah cometh forth from his place. 

To punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity ; 

And the earth shall disclose her blood. 

And shall no longer cover her slain. 

1 In that day will Jehovah punish with hia sword, 
His hard, and great, and strong sword, 

The leviathan, that fleet serpent, 

Even the leviathan, that winding serpent; 

Yea, he will slay the monster, that is in the sea. 

2 la tliat day, sing ye thus coucerning the vineyard ; 
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3 " I, Jehovah, am its gaardian ; 
1 will water it every moment; 
That no one may assault it, 

I will watch it day and night. 

4 There is no fury in me ; 

But let me find the thorns and thistles ia hattle . 
I will go gainst them. 
And burn them vip together, 
6 Unless they take hold of my protection. 
And with me mate peace, 
And make peace with me." 

6 In coming days shall Jacob take root. 
And Israel flourish and bud forth, 
And fiU the world with fruit. 

7 Did he smite Israel, aa he smote those that smote him ? 
Was he slain as those that slew him ? 

8 In measure, by sending her away, didst thou punish her. 
Taking her away in the rough tempoal, in the day of the 

east wind. 

9 By this, therefore, is the iniquity of Jacob expiated. 
And this is wholly the fruit of the removal of'liis sin. 
That He has made the stones of the altar like limestones 

broken in pieces, 
And that the images of Astarte and the sun-pilJars no 
more stand. 

10 For the fortified city is desolate. 

An habitation forsaken, deserted like a wilderness ; 
There doth the calf feed, and there dotli he lie down, 
And consume her branches. 

11 When her boughs are withered, they are broken off; 
Women come, and burn them; 

For it was a people of no understanding; 
Therefore he that made him bad not mercy on him, 
And he that formed him showed him no favor. 

12 But it shall come to pass in that day, 
That Jehovah shall gather fruit 

From the eti'eam of the Euphrates to the river of Egypt, 
And ye shall be gathered, one by one, ye children of Is- 
rael I 

13 In that day shall a great trumpet he sounded. 

And they shall come who are lost in the land of Assyria, 
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And are outcasts in the land of Egypt, 
And shall worship Jehovah upon the holy mountain i 
JeniHalem. 



The kingdom of Ephrium of Israel threatanad with destruction, od account 
of its deprarity. Afevorabla state of things ia promised to Judah,wliich, 
however, ia afterwards to be destroyed on account of tlio intemperance, 
disobedience, and impielj of the people, espeoially of the higher classes. 
— Ch. XXVIU. 

1 Woe fo the prond crown of the dninkarcla of Ephraim, 
To the fading flower, his glorious beauty. 

At the'head of the rich valley of a people stupefied with 

2 Behold a strong, a mighty one from the Lord 
Like a storm of hail, like a iJestructive tempest, 
Like a flood of mighty, overfiowing waters. 
With violence shall dash it to the ground, 

3 It shall be trodden under foot, 

The proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim. 

4 And the fadiag flower, their glorious beauty, 
At the head of the rich valley, 

Shall be as the early flg before the time of harvest, 
Which whoso seeth plucketh immediately, 
And swalloweth as soon as it is in his hand. 

6 In that day shall Jehovah of hosts 

Be a glorious crown, and a beautiful diadem to the residua 
of his people ; 

6 A spirit of judgment fo him that sitteth in judgment. 
And of strength to them that drive back the enemy to their 

gates. 

7 But even these stagger through wine, 
And reel through strong drink ; 

The priest and the prophet stagger through strong drink 
They are overpowered with wine ; 
They stumble through strong drink ; 
They reel in vision. 
They stagger in judgment. 
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a For all their taljles are full of filthy vomit, 

So that there is no place clean. 
9 "Whom," say they, " will he teach knowledge, 

And lo whom will he impart instruction? 

To the weaned from the milk ? 

To those just taken fi-om tlie hreast? 

10 For it is precept upon precept, precept upon precept, 
Command npon command, command upon command, 
A little here, and a little there," 

11 Tea, with stammering lips and a strange tongue 
He shall indeed speak to thia people ; 

13 He that said to them, 

"This is the way of rest, "ive rest to the weary; 

Thia is the way of safety " ; 

But they would not hear. 
13 Then shall the word of Jehovah be indeed to them 

" Precept upon precept, precept upon precept. 

Command upon command, command upon command, 

A little here, and a little there," 

So that they shall go on, and fell backwards, and be 
broken, 

And be snared and caught. 
11 Wherefore hear ye the word of Jehovah, 

Ye seofFers, who rule this people in Jerusalem! 

15 Since ye say, 

" We have entered into a covenant with death. 

And with the under-world have we made an agreement. 

The overflowing scourge, when it passeth through, shall 

not reach us ; 
For we have made falsehood our refu'-e. 
And in deceit we have hidden ourselves." 

16 Therefore thus saith the Lord Jehovah : 

Behold, I have laid in Zion as a foundation a stone, 

A tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation ; 

He that trusteth shall not flee away. 

17 I will make justice a line, 
And righteousness a plummet, 

And tlie.hail shall sweep away tlie refuge of felsehood. 
And the waters shall overwhelm ils hiding-place ; 

18 And your covenant with death shall be broken. 

And your agreement with the under-world shall not stand ; 
When the overflowing scourge shall pass throuo-Ii, 
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By it shall ye be beaten down. 

19 As often as it passetii througli, it shall bear you away ; 
For every morning shall it pass through, 

By day and by night; 

Even to hear the rumor of it shaJl be terrible. 

20 Tea, the bed is too short for one to stretch himself on it, 
And the coyering too narrow for one to wrap himself in it. 

21 For Jehovah will rise up, as in mount Peraaiia ; 

He will be moved with anger, as in the valley of Giheon, 

To perform hia act, his strauge act, 

And to execute his work, his strange work. 

22 Now, therefore, be ye no longer scoffers, 
Lest your bands become stronger ; 

For destruction and punisliment have been rovealetJ to me 
From Jehovah of hosis concerning the whole land ! 

28 Give ear, and listen to my voice. 
Attend, and hearken to my words I 

24 Is the ploughman always ploughing in order to sow? 
Is he always opening and harrowing his field? 

25 When he hath made the face thereof even, 

Doth he not then scatter the dill, and cast abroad the 

cumin. 
And sow the wheat in rows, 
And the barley in its appointed place. 
And the spelt in his border? 

26 Thus his God rightly instructeth him, 
And giveth him knowledge. 

27 The dill is not beaten out with the thrashing-sledge. 
Nor is the wheel of the wain rolled over the cumin ; 
But the dill is beaten out with a staff, 

And the cumin with a rod. 

28 Bread-corn is beaten out. 

Yet doth not the husbandman thrash it without limi 
He driveth over it the wheels of the wain, 
And the hoi-ses, yet doth he not utterly crush it 

29 This also proceedeth from Johovali of hosts ; 
He is wonderful in counsel, 

Excellent in wisdom. 
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1 IVoB to Ariel, to Ariel, 
Tlie city where David dwelt ! 
Add year to yeai-, 

Let the festivals go round, 

2 Then will I distress Ariel ; 
Mourning and sorrow shall be there ; 

Yet shall she be to me as Ariel [the lion of God]. 

3 I will encamp against thee round about, 

And 1 will lay siege against thee with a mound, 
And I will raise towere agHjjst thee, 

4 Thou sJialt be brought down, and apeak from the ground, 
And thy speech sliall be low from the dust ; 

Thy voice shall be like that of a spirit under ground. 
And thy speech shall chirp as fi-om the dust. 

B Yet shall the multitude of thine enemies be like finn 
dust; 
The multitude of the terrible like flying cliaff; 
It shall take place suddenly, in a moment. 

6 From Jehovah of hosts comefh the visitation 
With thunder, and eartliquake, and great noise. 
With atorm and tempest. 

And flames of devouiingfire. 

7 As a dream, a vision of tlie night, 
Shall be tlie multitude of all the nations 
That fight against Ariel, 

That light against her and her fortress, 
And disti'eaa her. 

8 As a hungry man dreameth, and lo ! he eateth, 
But awaketh and is still hungry; 

And as a tliirsty man dreameth, and lo ! he drinketh, 
But awaketh, aad lo ! he is faint and thirsty ; 
So shall it be with the multitude of all the n.Uions 
Tliat fight against mount Zion. 

9 Be in amazement and be amazed! 
Be blinded and be blind ! 
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They are drunli, but not will* wine ; 
They stagger, but not with strong di'hik ! 

10 For Jehovah hath poured upon you a spirit of alumher; 
He hath closed your eye?, the prophets, 

Aud covered your heada, tlie seers ; 

11 And so every vision is to you as the words of a sealed 

book, 
Which is given to a man that is skilled in writing, 
Saying, " Read this, I pray thee"; 
But he answei-eth, " I cannot, for it is sealed." 

12 Or, if he give it to one that is not sltilled in writing, 
Saying, " Rend this, I pray thee," 

He answereth, " I am not skilled in wrifing." 
18 Thei-efore saith the Lord, 

Since this people draweth near to me ivlth their mouth. 

And honoi-eth me with their lips, 

While their heart is fur from me. 

And their worship of me is according to the command- 
ments of men, 
H Therefore, behold, I will proceed to deal marvellously 
with this people ; 

Marvellously and wonderfully. 

For the wisdom of their wise men shall perish. 

And the prudence of the prudent shall be hid. 

15 Woe to them that hide deep their purposes from Jehovah, 
Whose work is in darkness; 

That say, Who seethus? Who knoweih us? 

16 Alas, your perversenees ! 

Is the potter to be esteemed as the clay, 

That the work should say of iU maker, He made me not ? 

And the thing formed Siiy of him that formed it. 

He hath no undevsfanding ? 

17 Is it not yet a very little while, 

And Lebanon shall he changed to a fruitful field. 
And the fruitful field be esteemed a forest, 

18 And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, 
And out of mist and darkness shall the eyes of ihe blind 

19 The afflicted shall exceedingly rejoice in Jehovah, 
And the poor shall exult in the Holy One of Israel. 

20 For the oppressor hath come to naught; the scoffer is de- 

stroyed ; 
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And all tlint watcliecl for iiiiqitity are cut off; 

21 Wlio condemned a man in his cause, 

And laid snares for liim who defended himself in the gate. 
And with falsehood caused the righteous to f^l. 

22 Therefore concerning tlie hoase of Jacob thus saith Je- 

hovah, 
He that redeemed Abraham : 
No more shall Jacob bu as!iamed. 
And no more sliall his face gi'ow jmle. 

23 For when hia children bi^hold the work of my hands in the 

midst of them, 
Tiiey sliall honar my name. 
They shall honor the Holy One of Jacob, 
And reverence the God of Israel. 

24 They that en-ed in spirit shall come to understanding, 
And the obstinate shall receive instruction. 



The prophet conaemns aHompts to form an allinnce n-Ith Egypt, and re- 
proves the fondness for war, and the want of piely in the people. Piety 
will lead to prosperity. The Aesyrinns to be destroyed. — Ch. XXX. 

1 Woe to the rebellious children, saith Jehovah, 
Who form plans, and not from me, 

And make covenants without my spirit, 
That they may add sin to sin ! 

2 Who go down into Egypt, 
Without inquiring at my mouth, 

To seek refuge in Pharaoh's protection, 

And to trust in the shadow of Egypt! 
8 The protection of Pharaoh shall be your shame j 

Tour trust in the shadow of Egypt your confusion. 
4 For their princes are at Zoaii, 

Their amba-asadors liave arrived at Hanes. 
6 But they are all ashamed of a people that do not pr( fit 
them; 

That are no help and no profit, 

But only a shame and a reproach. 
6 The loaded beasts go southward, 
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Tlirough a lanil of angiiisli and distress, 

AVheiKSi come I'ortli the lioness, and the fiei-ce lion, 

The vipev, and the flying flery serpent ; 

On the shoulders of young as.-^es they carry theiv wealth, 

And on llie hundies of ciimels theiv treasures, 

To a people that will not profit them ! 

7 Vain and empty is the help of Egypt ; 
Wherefore I call her, The Blusterer that aitteth still. 

8 Go now, write tliis on a tablet before them j 
Note it down upon a book, 

Tliat it may remain for future times, 
A testimony forever ! 

9 For this is a rebelllona peoyjle, false children ; 
Childrea who will not hear the law of Jehovah ; 

10 Who say to the seers, " See not ! " 

And to the prophets, " Prophesy not right things ; 
Speak to us smooth things, 
Prophesy falsehood ! 

11 Turn aside from the way, 
Depart from the path. 

Remove from our sight the Holy One of Israel ! " 
la Wherefore thus saith the Holy One of Israel : 
Since ye despise this word, 
And trust in oppression and perverseness, 
And lean thereon, 

13 Therefore shall this iniquity be to you 
Like a breach ready to give way. 
That swelleth out in a high wall, 
Whose fall cometh suddenly, in an instant. 

14 It is broken like a potter's vessel, 
Which is dashed in pieces and not spared. 

So that among its fragments not a sherd is found to take 

up fire fi'oni the hearth. 
Or to dip water from the cistern. 

15 For thus said the Lord Jehorah, the Holy One of Israel 
By a return and by rest shall ye be .=aved ; 

In quietness and confidence is your strength ; 

16 But ye would not. 

Ye said, " No ! we will bound along upon horses " ; 
Truly ye shall bound along in flight. 
"We will ride upon swift coursers"; 
But they shall be swift that pursue you. 
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17 A thousand shall flee at the rebuke of one, 
And ten tliousand at the rebuke of five, 

Till what remains of you shall be as a beacon on the iop 

of a mountain, 
As a banner upon a hill, 

18 And yet will Jehovah wait to be gracloua to you, 
And yet will he arise lo have mercy upon you ; 
For Jehovah is a righteous God ; 

Happy are all they who wait for him ! 

^^ m^^**'"' '^ I^°P'^ °^ ^''"'' *"' dwellest in Jerusalem, 

Thou shalt not always weep 1 

He will be very gracious to thee at the voice of thy cry; 

No sooner shall he hear it, than he will answer thee. 
M 1 hough Jehovah halh given thee the bread of distress, 
and the water of affliction, 

Tet shall thy teachers be hidden from thee no more ; 

But thine eyes ehali see thy teachers, 
2i And thine ears shall hear a voice behind thee, 

Saying, " This is the way, walk ye in it 1 " 

When ye turn aside to the right hand, or to the left. 
22 Ye shall treat as defiled the silver coverings of your gra- 

And the golden clothing of your molten images, 
Ye shall east tbem away as an unclean tiling ; 
Away ! shall ye say to them. 
28 Then will be ^ve rain for thy seed, 
With which thou shalt sow the ground. 
And the bread-corn, the produce of the land, shall be rich 

and nourishing; 
Then shall thy cattle feed in large pastures. 

^* Jl*^*,,*"*"' *^' ^^ ^^^ y^^g ^*^^' ^t till the ground, 
Shall eat well^easoned provender, 
Which hath been winnowed with the shovel and the fan. 

25 And on every lofly mountain. 
And on every high bill, 

filiall be brooks and streams of water, 
In the day of the great slaughter. 
When the towers fall. 

26 Then shall the light of the moon be as the light of the sun 
And the light of t!ie sun shall be sevenfold, ' 
[As ihe light of seven days,] 
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WIiGn Jehovah btmletli «p the hi'uises of liia people, 
Aud healeth the wound which they have received. 

7 Behold, the name of Jehovah cometh from afur, 
His anger burneth, and violent is the flame, 

His lips are full of indignation, 
Aiid his tongue like a devouring fire. 

8 His breath is like an overflo ' g tor t 
That reaclieth eve to the e k 

He will tosB the nal on ith the w o „ fan of deatmc- 

He will put a br die | on tl e j a of the people, that 
shall lead them ast ay 

9 Bitt ye shall ihen s ng ^ il e n ^,1 1 of a aoleran festival ; 
Your heart shall be glad, like his who mai'eheth wiLh the 

sound of the pipe 
To the mountain of Jeliovah, to the rock of Israel. 

Jehovah will cause his glorious voiee to be heard. 
And the blow of his arm to be seen, 

With furious anger, and flamea of devouring Are ; 
"With flood, and storm, and hailstones. 

1 For by the voice of Jehovah shall the Assyrian he bfiaten 

He will smite liim with the rod. 

2 And as often as the appointed rod shall strike. 
Which Jehovah shall lay heavily upon him. 

It shall he accompanied ^vith labrets and harps ; 
And with fierce battles will he fight against liim. 

3 For long halh the burning place been prepared ; 
Yea, for the king hath it been made ready ; 
The pile is made deep and broad; 

There is fire and wood iu abundance ; 
The breath of Jehovah, like a stream of brimstoi. 
kindle iL 
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Against sm 

1 'WoTL to tliem that go down to Egypt for help, 
And put their trust in horses. 

And confide in chariots, because they are many, 
And in horsemen, betiause tlieir number is great, 
But look not to the Holy One of Israel, 
And resort not to Jehovah. 

2 Tet he, too, is ivise ; 

He will bring evil, and not take back his words ; 

Ha will arise against the house of the eviWoers, 

And against the help of them that do iniquity. 
8 The Egj-ptians are men, and not God, 

And their horses are flesh, and not spirit. 

When Jehovah shall stretch forth his hand, 

Then shall the helper fall, and the helped be overthrown ■ 

And they shall all perish together. 
4 For thus hath Jehovah said to mo : 

As when the lion and the young lion gi'owl over their 
prey, 

And a multitude of shephei'ds is caUed forlh against him 

By their noise he is not terrified, 

Nor by their tumult disheartened ; 

So shall Jehovah of hosts come down to fio-ht for mount 
Zion, and her hill. 
8 As birds hover over their younff, 

So shall Jehovah of hosts defend Jerusalem ; 

He will defend and deliver, spare and save. 

6 Turn, O ye children of Israel, 

To him from whom ye have so deeply revolted ! 

7 For in that day shall every one cast away his idols of sil- 

ver and his idols of gold, 
Which your bands have made for sin. 

8 The Assyrian shall fall by a sword not of man, 
Yea, a sword not of mortal shall devour him ; 
He shall flee before the sword, 

And his j lung warriors shall be slaves. 
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) Through fear shall he pass beyond his stronghold, 
And his princes shall he afraid of tlie standard, 
Tlius saith Jehovah, who hath his fire in Zion, 
And Lis furoace in Jerusalem. 



A happy slaW of things Is to succeed the oalainltJeB of tie Jewish nation.— 
Cii. SXXII. 

1 Behold ! a king shall reign in righteousness, 
And pvinoes shall rule with equity. 

2 Every one of them sliali he a hiding-place from the wind, 
And a shelter from, the tempest; 

As streams of water iu a dry place. 

As the shadow of a great rock in a weary land. 

3 The eyes of them that see shall no more be blind, 
And the eats of tbcra that hoar shall hearken. 

i The heart of the rash shall g^n wisdom, 
And the tongue of the stammerer team to speak plainly. 

5 The Tile shall no more be called liberal. 
Nor the niggard said to be bountiful; 

6 For the vile will still utter villany, 
And his heart will devise iniquity ; 

He will practise deception, and speak impiety against 

God; 
He will take away the food of the hungry. 
And deprive the thirsty of drink. 

7 The instruments also of the niggard are evil ; 
He plottetb mischievous devices, 

To destroy tlie poor witb lying words. 
Even when the cause of the needy is just. 

8 But die liberal deviseth liberal things, 
And in liberal things will he persevere. 

a Arise, hear my voice, ye women that are at ease ! 
Give ear to-my speech, ye cai'eless daughters ! 

10 One year more, and ye shall tremble, ye careless women ! 
For the vintage shall fail; the harvest shall not come. 

11 Tremble, ye that are at ease ! 
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Be in dismay, ye c; 

Strip you, make you bare, gird ye sackclotli upon your 

12 They shall smite themselves on their breasts, 
On account of the pleasant fields, 

On account of the fruitful vine. 

13 Upon the land of my people shall como up thorna and 

briers ; 
Yea, upon all the Jiouaes of joy in the joyous city. 

14 For tJie palace shall be forsaken ; 

The tumult of the city shall be solitary ; 
The fortified hill and the tower shall be dens forever; 
The joy of wild-asses, the pastm-e of flocks ; 
16 Until the spirit fram on high be poured upon us, 
And the wilderness become a fniiiful field, 
And the fruitful field be esteemed a forest. 

16 Then shall justice dwell in the wilderness, 
And righfeoasness in the fi-uitful field. 

17 And the effect of rigtiteousness shall be peace, 

And the fruit of righteousness quiet and security forever. 

18 Then shall my people dwell in peaceftil habitations, 
In secure dwellings, in quiet rosting-places. 

19 But the hail shall descend, and the forest shall fall; 
And the city shall be brought very low. 

20 Happy ye who sow beside all waters ; 

Who send forth thither the feet of the ox and tlie ass ! 



XXIX. 



I Woe to thee, thou spoiler, who hast not been spoiled ! 
Thou plunderer, who hast not been plundered ! 
"When thou hast ceased to spoil, thou shalt be spoiled ; 
When thou hast finished plundering, they shaJl plunler 

II thee do we trust; 
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Our salvation In the time of ti'oiilile. 

3 At the voice of tliy ihmider tlie people flee ; 
When thou dost arise, tlie nations are S(:aitered. 

4 Tour spoil shall be gathered, as the locust gatliereth ; 
As the locust ranneth, so shali they rsin upoa it. 

e Jehovah is exalted ; 
Tea, he dwelleth on high j 
He fiilcth ZioLi with justice and righteousnesB. 

6 There shall he security in t!iy times ; 

Wisdom and knowledge shall be thy store of prosperity, 
And the fear of Jehovah, this shall be thy treasure! 

7 Behold, the mighty men cry without; 
The ambassadors of peace iveep bitterly. 

8 The highways are desolate ; 
The traveller ceaseth ; 

He breaketh the covenant; he despisoth the cities ; 
Of men he maketh no account. 

9 The land mourneth and languisheth ; 
Lebanon is put to shame, nod withered away ; 
Sharon is like a desert, 

And Bashan and Carniel are stripped of their leaves. 

10 Now will I arise, sailh Jehovah, 
Now will I exalt myself. 

Now will I lift myself up. 

11 Ye shiili conceive chaff, and bring forth stubble; 
Tour own wrath is the fii* which shali devour you. 

12 The nations shall bo burnt into lime ; 

Like thorns cut down, they shall be consumed with lira. 

13 Hear, ye that are far off, what I have done ; 
Mark, ye that are near, ray power ! 

14 The sinners in Zion are struck with dread ; 
TeiTor hath seized upon the unrighteous : 
"IVho among us can dwell in devouring fire? 
Who among us can dwell in everlasting flames?" 

15 He that walketh in righteousness, 
And speaketh that which is right, 
Thiit despiseth the gain of oppression. 
And shaketh his hands from bribery, 

Tiiat sloppctli his cars, so as not to hear of blood, 
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And sliutteth liis eyes, ao as not to behold iniquity, 

16 He shall dwell on high ; 

The strongholds of rotks shall be his defence ; 
His bread shall be given him ; 
His water shall not fail. 

17 Thine eyes shall see the king in his glory 
They shall survey a wide-extended land. 

18 Thy heart stall meditate on the past terror: 

" Whei-e now is the scribe ? Where tlie weigher of trib 

Where he that numbered the towers?" 

19 Thou shalt see no more a fierce people, 

A people of a darlc language, which thou couldat not bear, 
And of a barbarous tongue, which thou couldat not nnder- 

20 Thou shalt see Zion, the city of our solemn feasts; 
Thine eyes shall behold Jerusalem, as a quiet habitation. 
A tent that shall iiever be moved. 

Whose stakes shall never be taken away, 
And whose cords shall never be broken. 

21 For there the glorious Jehovah will be to us 
Instead of rivers and broad streams, 
Which no oared galley shall pass, 

And no gallant ship go through. 

22 For Jehovah is our judge; Jehovah is our Liwgivor; 
Jehovah is our king; it is he that will save us. 

23 Thy ropes hang loose ; 

They cannot hold the mast-socket, 
Nor can they spread the sail. 
Then shall a great spoil be divided ; 
Even the lame shall lake the prey. 
2i No inhabitant shall say, I am sick; 

The people that dwell therein slitdl be forgiven their in- 
iquity 
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The dtutraotion of the enemies of the Jews, eBpecially of Edom, nnd the 
restoration of the Jews to their natWe land from tbe captivity at Baby- 
lon. - Ch. XXXIV., XXXV. 

1 Dkaw near, ye nations, and hear ! 
Attend, ye people ! 

Let the earth hear, and all that is therein ; 
The world, a,nd all that springs from it ! 

2 For the wrath of Jehoyah is kindled against all the ta- 

And his fury against all their armies ; 
He liath devoted them to deatruction ; 
He hath given them up to slaughter. 

3 Their slain shall be cast out ; 

From their carcasses their stench shall aseend, 

And the mountains shall flow down with their blood. 
i And all the hosts of heaven shall melt away ; 

And the heavens shall he rolled up like a scroll, 

And all their host sliall fall down, 

As the withered leaf falleth from the \-ine, 

Aa the blighted fruit from tlie fig-tree. 
5 For my sword hath become drunk in heaven ; 

Behold, upon Edom shall it descend, 

Upon the people under my curse, for vengeance. 
e The sword of Jehovah is full of blood ; 

It is covered with fat. 

With the blood of lambs and goats, 

"With the fat of the kidneys of rams ; 

For Jehovah holdeth a sacrifice in Bozrah, 

And a great slaagbter in the land of Edom, 

7 The wild buffaloes sliall fall down with them. 
And the bullocks with the bulls ; 

The land shall be dc-unk with blood. 
And the ground enriched with fat. 

8 For Jehovah holdeth a day of vengeance, 
A year of recompense in the cause of Zion. 

9 Her sti'eams shall be turned into piteh. 
And her dust into brimstone. 

And her whole land ihall become buriiiiig pitch. 
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10 Day and oight it sliall not be quenched ; 
Its smoke shall ascend forever j 

From generation to generation it shall lie waslej 
None shall pass through it for ever and ever, 

11 The pelican and the hedgehog shall possess it ; 
The heron aud the raven shall dwell in it ; 

Over it will he draw the measuring-line of destvucdon. 
And the plummet of desolation. 

12 Her nobles — uone are there, who may proclaim a king. 

dom, 
And all her princes have come to naught. 

13 Thorns shall spring up in her palaces -y 
Nettles and tiiistles in her strongholds. 
She shall become a habitation for jackals, 
A court for ostriches, 

14 The wild^cats shall fall upon the wolves. 
And the satyr shall call to his fellow ; 
There also shall the night-spectre light, 
And find a place of rest. 

16 There also shall tie arrow^snake make her nest, and lay 

her eg^ ; 
She shall hatch them, and gather her young under hci 

shadow : 
There also shall the vultures be gathered together, 
Every one with her mate. 

16 Search ye the book of Jehovah, and read ! 
Not one of these shall fail ; 

Not one shall want her mate ; 
For His mouth, it shall command, 
Aud His spirit, it shall gather them. . 

17 He sliall ca.«t the lot for tliem; 

His hand shall divide it for them with a line ; 

They siiall possess it forever ; 

From generation to generation shall they dwell therein, 

I The wilderness and the parched land shall be glad, 

And the desert rejoice and blossom as the rose ; 
a It shall blossom abundantly, and exult with joy and sing' 
ing; 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it ; 

The beauty of Carmel and Sharon ; 

They shall behold the glory of Jehovah, 
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Lci 



Tlie majesty of onv God ; 

3 Strengthen ye the weak hands. 
And confirm the totteiiiig knees ! 

4 Say ye to the faint-heavted, " Be ye stiong ; fear ye not ; 
Behold your God ! 

Vengeance cometh, the retribution of God; 
He will come and save you ! " 

5 Then shall the eyes of the blind he opened, 
And the ears of the deaf be unalapped. 

6 Then shall the lame leap like the hart, 
And the tongue of the dumb shall sing ; 

For in the wilderness shall waters bi-eak forth, 
And streams in the desert. 

7 The glowing sands shall become a pool, 
And the thirsty ground springs of water ; 
In the habitation of jackals, where they lie, 
Shall be a place for reeds and rushes. 

8 And a pafli sliall be (here, and a highway, 
And it shall be called the holy way ; 

No UDcleaa pereon shall pass over it; it shall be for tliem 

He that goeth in this way, though a fool, shall not err 
therein. 

9 No lion shall be there. 

Nor shall any ravenous beast go up thoreon ; 
It shall not be found there ; 
But the redeemed shall walk there. 
10 Yea, the ransomed of Jehovah shall return ; 
They sliall come to Zion with songs ; 
Eveilasting joy shall he upon their heads j 
They shall obtain joy and gladness, 
And soiTow and sighing shall flee away. 



1 In the fourteenth yC! 
king of Assyria, came 
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2 of Judali, and look tliem. And the king of Assyria sent 
Eabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem, with a great army, 
against King Ilezekiah, and he Iialted at the aqueduct of 

3 the upper pool, in the highway to the fuller's field. Then 
came foi'th to him Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, who waa 
over the palace, and Shebna the scribe, aud Joah, the son 
of Asaph the annalisL 

4 And Eabshakeh sa d to them, Say ye to Hezekiah, 
1 1 us sa th the "cent k ng, the king of Assyria : What a 

6 confidence is tl s vh ch thoa cherishest ! Thou sayest, 
(but it 3 v8 n t Ik ) I have counsel and strength for 
war Iq hom tte dost thou trust, that thou rebenest 

6 aganst me' Bel 11 thou trustest in that broken reed- 
Bt ff, Egypt, on 4 huh if a man lean, it will pierce his 
baud, and go through it. Such is Pharaoh, kiug of Egypt, 

7 to nil that trust in him. But if ye say to me, " We trust- 
in Jehovah, our God, " — is it not he whose high places 
and whose altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and com- 
manded Judah aitd Jerusalem to worship before this altar ? 

8 Engage, now, with my master, the king of Assyria! and 
I will give thee two thousand horses, when thon art able 

9 to provide for thyself riders for them. How, then, canst 
thou resist a single captain, oae of the least of the servants 
of my master? Tet thou trustest in Egypt, on account of 

10 her chariots and her horsemen. And am I now come up 
without Jehovah agiiinst this land to destroy it? Jehovah 
hath said to me, " Gio up against this land and destroy it ! " 

11 Thon said Eliakim and Shebna and Joah to Eabshakeh ; 
Speak, we beseech thee, to thy servants in the Aramaic 
language, for we understand it; and speak not to us ia the 
Jewish language, in the bearing of the people that are 

12 upon the wall. But Kabshakeh said, Hath my master sent 
me to apeak these words to thy master and to thee only, 
and not to the people who sit upon the wall, to eat their 
own dung, and to drink their own urine with you ? 

13 Then Rabshakeh stood and cried with a loud voice in 
the Jewish language, and said. Hear ye the words of the 

14 great king, the king of As:iyria. Thus saith the king: 
Let not Hezekiah deceive you, ibr he will not be able to 

15 deliver you. And let not Hezekiah persuade you to trust 
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in Jehovah, Wiying, " Jehovah will cerfaiiily deliver ua. 
This eity shall not be delivered into the hands of the king 
ifl of Assyria." Hearken not to Hezekiah ; for thus saith 
the king of Assyria; Make peace with me, and come out 
to me ; and ye shall every one eat of his own vine, and 
every one of hia own fig-tree, and ye shall every one drink 

17 the waters of his own cistern, until I come, and take you to 
a land like your own land; a land of corn, andof new wine, 

18 a laud of bread and of vineyards. Be not persuaded by 
Hezekiah, when he saith, "Jehovah will dehver us." 
Have the gods of the nations delivered every one his own 

19 land from the hand of the king of Assyria? Where am 
the gods of Hamath and of Aiphad ? Where are the gods 
of Sepharraim ? And did the gods deliver Samaria from 

20 my hand? Who is there among all the gods of these 
lands, that hath dehvered his land out of my hand, that 

21 Jehovah should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand? But 
the people held their peace, and answered him not a word ; 
for the king's command was, "Answer him noL" 

22 Then came Eliakim, the son of Hilknh thit wis o\er 
the palace, and Shebna the acnbe and Jiah the ■lOn ot 
Apaph, the annalist, to Ht/ekiah w th their clothes rent, 
and told him the words of Eabshakeh 

1 And when the king, Hezekiah, heard it, he rent hia 
clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into 

2 the house of Jehovah. And he sent Eliakim, who was 
over the palace, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders of 
the prieats, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet, 

3 the son of Amoz. And they ssud to him. Thus saith Hez- 
ekiah : This day ia a day of distress, of rebuke, and of con- 
tempt ; for the children liave come to the birth, and there 

4 is not sti-ength to bring forth. It may be that Jehovah, 
thy God, will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom the 
king of Assyria, his master, hath sent to reproach the liv- 
ing God, and to revile him with the words which Jehovah, 
thy God, hath heard. Do thou, therefore, lift up ihy 
prayer for tlie remnant of the people, that ia yet left 

5 And the seiTants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 

6 And Isaiah said to them. Thus sliiill ye say to your 
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maeter: Thus saitli Jehovah: Be not afraid on account 
of ihe words which thou hast heard, with which the ser- 

7 vants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me. Be- 
hold, I will put a spirit within him, ao that he shall hear 
a rumor, and return to his own land ; and I will cause 
liira to fall by the sword in his own land. 

8 Then Eabshakeh returned, and found the king of As- 
syria warring agaiat Libnah, for he had heard that he 

9 bad departed from Laebish. Then he heard concerning 
Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, that it was said, " He is come 
forth to war against thee." And when be heard it, he sent 

10 messengers to Hezekiah and said, Thus shall ye say to 
Hezekiah, the king of Judah: Let not thy God, in whom 
thou trustept, deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem sliall not be 

11 given into the hand of the king of Assyria. Behold, thou 
liast beard what the kings of Assyria have done to all 
the lands ; how tliey have utterly desti-oyed them. And 

12 sltalt thou be delivered? Did the gods of the nations 
which my father destroyed, deliver them? Gozan, and 
Hai-an, and Eezeph, and the children of Eden in Telassar ? 

J3 Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of Arphad, 
and the king of tlie city of Sepharvaim, of Henab, and of 

14 And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the 
messengers, and read it. Then he went up to the house 

15 of JeJiovah, and spread it befoi-e Jehovah. And Heae- 

16 hiah prayed before Jehovah, saying, Jehovah of hoste, 
God of Israel, who sittest between the cherubs, thou alone 
ai't the God of all the kingdoms of the earth ; thoti hast 

17 made heaven and earth. Incline thine ear, Jehovah, 
and bear ; open thine eyes, Jehovah, and see ; and hear 
all the words of Sennacherib, which he hath sent to re- 

18 proach the living God. In truth, Jehovah, the kings 
of Assyria have destroyed all the nations, and their lanck, 

19 and have cast their gods into the fire ; for they were not 
gods, but the work of men's hands, wood and stone ; and 

20 they have destroyed them. But do tjiou, O Jehovah, our 
God, save us from bis band, that all the kingdoms of the 

21 earth may know that thou alone art Jehovah. Then Isa- 
iah, tlie son of Amoz, sent to Hezeldah, saying, Thus saith 
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Jehovah, tlie God of Israel: Whereaa thou hast prayed 
to mo on account of Sennacherib, the king of Aa^^yria, 

22 This ia Ihe word which Jehovah hath spoken against him. 

The virgin, the daughter of Zion, despiseth thee ; she 
Jaugheth tliee to acorn ; 
The daughter of Jerusalem shaketh her head after thee. 

23 Whom hast thou reproached, and reviled. 
And against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, 
And lifted up thine eyes on high? 

Against the Holy One of Israel, 

24 By thy servants hast thou reproached the Lord, and said: 
"With the multitude of my chariots have I ascended tha 

heights of the mountains, the extremities of Lebanon ; 
I have cut down its tall cedars, and its choice cypress- 

ti-ees ; 
I have come to its utmost height, to its garden forest. 

25 I have digged and drunk water. 

And with the sole of my feet will I dry up all the rivers 
of Egypt." 

26 Hast thou not heard, that of old I ordained it. 
And from ancient times purposed it? 

Now have I brought it to pass, 

That thou shouldst convert fortified cities into ruinous 
heaps. 

27 Therefore were their inhabitants of little strength ; 
They were dismayed and confounded ; 

They were as the grass of the field, and the green herb ; 
As grass upon the house-top, and as com blasted, before it 
is gi-own lip. 

28 I know thy sitting down, thy going out, and thy coming in, 
And thy rage against me. 

29 Because thy rage against me, and thy insolence, is come 

up into my ears, 
I will put my ring into thy nose, 
'And my bridle into thy lips, 
And turn thee back by the way in which thou camost. 

so And this shall be the sign to thee ; 
Eat this year that which groweth of itself. 
And in the second year that which groweth of itself, 
And in the tbii-d year ye shall sow and reap, 



Hcssdb, Google 



CH. xxivm.] ISAIAH. 117 

And plant vineyards, and eat the trait thereof. 

81 And the remnant of the houseof.Tudali, that have escaped, 
Shall again strike root downward, 

And bear fruit upward. 

82 For fi-oiQ Jerugalem shali go forth a remnant, 
And they that have escaped from mount Zion. 
The zeal of Jehovah of hoata will perform this. 

33 Therefore thus saiih Jehovah of hosts concerning the 
king of Assyria; 

He shall not come into this city, 

Nor shoot an arrow into it ; 

He shall not present a shield before it, 

Nor east up a mound against it, 
84 By the way in which he came, by the same shall he retnrn, 

And into this dty shall he not come, saith Jehovah. 
36 For I will defend this city, and deliver it, 

For mine own salte, and for my servant David's sake. 

3C Then an angel of Jehoi-ah went forth, and smote in the 
camp of the Assyrians a hundred and eiglity-five thousand 
men ; and when the people arose early in the morning, 

87 behold they were all dead corpses. Then Sennacherib, 
king of Assyria, decamped, and went away, and returned, 

83 and dwelt at Nineveh. And as he was worahipping in the 
temple of Nisroch, his god, he was slain with the sword 
by his sons Adrammeleoh and Sharezer, who escaped in- 
to the land of Ararat, And Esarhaddon, his son, reigned 
in his stead. 

1 ^ In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death ; and Isa- 
iah the prophet, the son of Amoz, came to him, and siud to 
him, Set thy house in order, for thou shalt die, and not 

2 live. Tiien Hezekiah turned his face toward tlie wall, 
8 and made liia supplication to Jehovah. And he said, I 

beseech thee, Jehovah, remember now how I have 
walked before thee in truth, and with a perfect heart, and 
have done that which ia good in thine eyes! And Heze- 
4 kiah wept bitterly. Then came the word of Jehovali to 
6 Isaiah, Go in and say to Hezekiah, Thus smfh Jehovah, 
the God of David thy father : I have heard thy prayer ; 
I have seen thy tears. Heboid, I will add to thy life fif 
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6 teen years. And I will deliver tliee and tins city from. 
tLe hand of the king of Assyria, and I will defend this 

7 city. And this shall be the sign lo thee fi'om Jehovah, 

8 that Jehovah will do that which he hath spoken. Behold, 
I wilt cause the shadow upon the dial, which hath gone 
down upon the dial of Aliaz with the sun, to go back ten 
degrees. So the son went back ten degrees, which de- 
grees it had gone down. 



9 The writing of Hezekiah, king of Judah, when he had 
becD sick, and had recovered froni hia sickness. 

JO I said :." Now, in the quiet of my days, shall I go down 
to the gates of the under-Uorld ; 
I am deprived of the residue of my years." 

11 I said: "No more shall I see Jehovah, 
Jehovah in the land of the living. 

I shall behold man no more 
Among the inhabitants of stillness. 

12 My habitation is torn away and removed from me, 
Like a shepherd's tent; 

My life is roiled up as hy the weaver ; 

He cutteth me off from the thrum ; 

Ketwcen morning and night wilt thou make an end of me ! " 

13 I waited till morning, and like a lion 
Did he crush all my bones ; 

" Between morning and night wilt thou make an end of 

14 Like a swallow or a crane, so did I twitter; 
I did mourn as a dove; 

Mine eyes failed with looking upward; 

" Lord, I am in distress; 0, deliver me I " 

15 What shall I say? 

He promised it, and he hath done it ; 

I will walk humbly all my life 

On account of the bitterness of my soul. 

16 Loid, it is thus that men live ; 

From thee alone cometh the life of my spirit; 
Thou hast restored me, and caused me to live. 

17 Eehold, my anguish is changed into ease ; 
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In lore thou hast delivered me from tlie pit of destruction ; 
Thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back. 

18 For the under-world cannot praise thee ; 
The realms of death cannot celebrate thee ; 

They that go down to the pit cannot wait for thy faithful- 
ness. 

19 The living, the living praise thee, as I do this day ; 

The father to the children shall make known thy iaithful- 

20 Jehovah hath saved mo ; 

Therefore will we sing our songs with stringed instru- 
ments, 
All the days of our life, 
In the house of Jehovah. 

21 Now Isaiah had said, let them take a lump of figs, 
and bruise them, and lay them upon the uluer, and he 

22 shall recover. Hezekiah also had said, What is the sign 
that I shall go up to the house of Jehovah? 



1 At that time Merodach Baladan, the son of Ealadan, 
king of Babylon, sent a letter and a present to Hezekiah, 
for he had heard that he had been sick and was recovered. 

2 And Hezekiah was delighted with them, and showed the 
embassy his treasure-house, the silver, and the gold, and 
the spices, and the precious oil, and his whole armory, 
and all that was found in his treasures. There was noth- 
ing in his house, nor in all his dominion, which Hezekiah 
did not show them. 

3 Then came Isaiah the prophet to King Hezekiah, and 
said to him, What did these men say, and whence did 
they come to thee ? And Hezekiah said, They came to 

4 me from a distant country, from Babylon. Then said he, 
What have they seen in thy house ? And Hezekiah an- 
swered: All that is in my house have they seen. There 
is nothing in my treasures which I have not shown them. 

B Then said Isaiah to Hezekiah, Hear the word of Jehovah 

6 of hosts. Behold, the days shall come, when all that is 

in thy house, and that tliy fathers have treasured up to 

this day, shall be carried away to Babylon. Nothing 
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7 sliall be left, SRith Jeliovali. And of tliy sons, wliicb shall 
issue from thee, which thou siialt beget, shall they take 
away, and they sliall be eunuchs ia the palace of the king 
of Babylon, Then said Hezekiah to IsMah, Good is the 
word of Jehovah, which thou hast spoken. For, said he, 
there shall be peace and security in my days. 



XXXII. 

^'oESolation, Hdmonition, and exhortfition, addressad to tho Jowe. Tlio rca- 
toration of the Jews from tlia onptlvitj- at Biibylon tlirougli the ngency 
of Cyms, and tha Bubaequent impiflTement and glory of their nation. 
The convereion of some foreign nations to the worship of Jcliovah, and 
the destruction of otJiai's. 



Tho prophet encourage? the Itelii-ew nation in eKile, and persuades iiism to 
pal themselves under the guidaiies of Jehovnh, by contrnating the pow- 
er and wisdom of Jehovah with the impotence of idols. — Ch. XL. 

1 Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, 
Saith your God. 

2 Speak ye encouragement to Jerusalem, and declare to Jier, 
That her hard service is ended ; 

That her iniquity is espiatcd ; 

That she hath received from the hand of Jehovah 

Double for all her sins. 

it A voice crieth : 
" Prepare ye in the wilderness tho way of Jehovah ; 
Make straight in the desert a highway for our God ! 

4 Kvery valley sliall be exalted. 

And every mountain and bill be made low ; 
The crooked shall become straight, 
And the rough places plain. 

5 For the glory of Jehovah shall be revealed, 
And all flesh shall see it together ; 

For the mouth of Jehovah hath gnokeu ii " 
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6 A voice said. Proclaim ! 

And I said, What sliall I proclaim ? 

Ail flesli is graaa, 

And all its comeliness as the flower of the field. 
T The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, 

When the breath of Jehovah bloweth upon it. 

Truly the people is grass. 

8 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, 

But the word of our God sliall stand forever. 

9 Get thee up on the high mountain, 

O Ihou that bringest glad tidings to Zioa ; 

Lift up thy voice with strength, thou that briogest glad 

tidings to Jerusalem ; 
Lift it up ; be not afi-aid ; 
Say to the cities of Judah, Behold your God ! 

10 Behold, the Lord Jehovah shall come with mi"-ht. 
And his arm shall rule foi- liim ; 

Behold, his reward is with him, 
And his recompense before bim. 

11 He shall feed his flock like a shepherd ; 
He shall gather up the hunbs in his arms, 
And carry them in his bosom. 

And gentiy lead the nui-sing ewes. 

12 Who hath measured the watera in the hollow of his 

hand, 
And meted out the heavens with his span. 
And gathered the dust of the earth into a measure, 
And weighed the mountains in scales, 
And the hills in a balance ? 

15 Who hath searched out the spirit of Jehovah, 
Or, being his counsellor, hath taught him ? 

14 With whom took he counsel, and who instructed him, 
And taught him (he path of justice. 
And taught him knowledge, 
And showed him the way of understanding? 

13 Behold, the nations are as a drop from a bucket, 
And are accounted as the small dust of the balance ; 
Behold, he takelh up the isles as a very little thing, 

16 And Lebanon is not sufficient for fire. 
Nor its beasts for a bnrnt-offering. 
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17 All the nations are as nolhing before liim ; 

They are accounted by him as less than nothing, and van 
ity. 

18 To whom then will ye liken God, 

And what likeness will ye compare unto him? 

19 The worltman casteth an image. 

And the smith overlayeth it with gold, 
And casteth for it silver chains. 

20 Ho that is too poor to make an oblation 
Chooseth a piece of wood that will not rot } 
He seeketh for himself a slcilful artificer, 

To prepare an image that shall not be moved. 

21 Do ye not know? 
Have ye not heard ? 

Hath it not been declared to you from the beginning? 
Have ye not considered the foundations of the earth ? 
2a It is He that sitteth above the circle of the earth. 
And the inhabitants are to bim as grasshoppers; 
That stretcbeth out tlie heavens as a canopy. 
And apreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in ; 

23 That hringeth princes to nothing. 

And redueeth tlie rulei-s of the earth to vanity. 

24 Tea, scarcely are they planted, scarcely are tliey sown. 
Scarcely hath their stem taken root in tlie ground, 
"When He bloweth upon them and they wither, 

And the whirlwind beareth them away like stubble. 

25 To whom then will ye liken me, 
And to whom shall I be compared ? 
Saith the Holy One. 

26 Lift np your eyes to the heavens, and behold I 
Who hath created these ? 

He draweth forth their host by number. 

He calleth them all by name ; 

Through the greatness of his strength and the mightiness 

of hia power, 
Not one of ihem faileth to appear, 

27 "Why sayest then, Jacob, and speakest, Israel, 
"My way is hidden from Jehovah, 

My cause passeth by before my God " ? 
38 Do ye not know ? 
Have yo not heard? 
tJehovah is an everlasting God, 
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The creator of the ends of the eai-lh; 

He fainteth not, nor is he weary ; 

His understanding is unsearchable. 
2H He giveth power to the faint ; 

To the feeble abundant strength. 
80 The youths sJiail feint and beweaiy, 

And the young warriors shall utterly fall. 
8! But they that trust in Jehovah shall renew their strei 

They shall mount up with wings like eagles; 

They shall run and not be weaiy; 

They shall walk and not faint. 



Snpariority of Jehovah over other gods. He will dofend Isr.iel. — Cm. X 

1 Keep silence, and hear me, ye distant lands. 
Ye nations, gather your strength ! 

Let them come neni- ; then let thera speak ; 
I-et us go together into judgment. 

2 Who hath raised up from the re^on of the East 
Him whom victory meeteth in his march? 

Who hath subdueil nations before him, 

And given him dominion over kings ? 

Who made their swoi'ds like dust. 

And their bows like driven stubble? 
8 He pursued them, aiid passed in safety, 

By a path which his foot had never trodden. 
4 Who bath wrought and done it? 

I, who have called the generations from the beginnins 

I, Jehovah, the first ; 

And with the last also am I. 

6 Distant nations saw it, and were afraid j 
The ends of the earth, and trembled ; 
They drew near, and came together. 

6 One helped another. 

And said to him, "Be of good courage!" 

7 The carpenter eneour^ed the smith, 

Ho that smoothed with the hammer him that smote on th 
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And said, " The soldering is good," 

And he fastened it with nails that it might not fall. 

8 But thou, Israel, my sen-ant, 
Thou, Jacob, whom I liave chosen, 
Ofispring of Abraham, my friend ! 

9 Thoii, whom I have led by the hand from tlie ends of tho 

earth. 
And called from the eitreraities thereof, 
And said to (hee, "Thou art my servant, 
1 have chosen thee, and not, caat thee away! " 

10 Fear not, for I am with thee ; 

Faint not, for I, thy God, will strengthen thee ; 
I will help thee, and Bustain thee, with my right hand of 
salvation ! 

11 Behold, all who are enraged against thee 
Shall be ashamed and confounded ; 

All that contend with thee 
Shall come to nothing and perish. 

12 Thou shalt seek and not find 
Them that contend with (hee ; 

They shall come to nothing, and be no more, 

"Who make war against thee. 
18 For I, Jehovah, am thy God, that hoidetli thee by the 
right hand. 

That saith to thee, " Feav not, I am thy helper ! " 
H Fear not, thou worm Jacob, thou feeble [leople of Israel ! 

I am thy helper, saith Jehovah ; 

Thy redeemer is the Holy One of Israel. 
16 Behold, I will make thee a thrashing- wain, sharp and new, 

With double edges ; 

Thou shalt thrash the mountains, and beat them small. 

And make the hills as chaff, 
16 Thou shalt winnow them, and the wind shall carry tliem 



But thou shalt rejoice in Jehovah, 
And glory in the Holy One of Israel. 

r When tiie poor and needy seek water, and there 
And their tongue is parched with thirst, 
I, Jehovah, wQl hear them : 
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T, tlio God of Israel, will not forsake them. 

18 I will open rivers upon the bare liills, 
And fountaina in tho midst of the valleys ; 
I will make the wilderness a pool of wafer, 
And the dry land springs of water. 

19 I will plant in the wildeniess the cedar and the acacia, 
The myrtle and the olive-tree ; 

I will place in tlie desert tl>e cypress. 
The plane-ti-ee and tlie larch together. 

20 That they may see, and know, 

And consider, and understand together. 

That the hand of Jehovah hath done this. 

And tliat the Holy One of Israel hath created it. 

21 Bring forward your cause, saitli Jehovali ; 
Produce your siroiig reasons, saith the king of Jnob. 

22 Let them produce them, and sliow us what shall happen ! 
Tell us what yo have pi-edicted in times past, 

That we may consider, and know its fuliOment I 
Or declare to U3 things that are to come ! 

23 Let us hear wliat shall happen in future times, 
That we may know whether ye are gods ; 

Do something, be it good or evil, 
That we may be astonished, and see it together ! 
2-1 Behold, ye are less than nothing, 
And your work is less than naught ; 
An abomination is he that chooseth you ! 

25 1 have raised up one from the north, and he cometh ; 
From the rising of the sun he calleth upon my name ; 
He trampleth upon princes as upon mortar; 

As the potter treadeth down the clay. 

26 "Who hath declared this from the beginning, that we midit 

know it, " 

And long ago, that we might say. It is true ? 
There was not one that foretold it, not one that declared 

it. 
Not one that heai-d your words. 

27 I first said to Zion, Behold ! behold them ! 

And I gave to Jerusalem a messenger of glad lidintfs. 

28 I looked, but there was no man ; 

Even among them, hut there w;is none that gave counsel; 
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I iiiquired of tliem that they might givt 
I Kut behold, thoy are nil vanity ; 
Their woi'ks are nothing ; 
Wiad and emptiniisa are their molten ii 



Desorlijlion of tiia Sorvflnt of God. 



d. — CH. XLII. 



1 Behold my eervaQt, whom I uphold, 
My chosen, in whom my ?oul delightetb, 
I have put my spirit upon him ; 

He shall cause law ff> go forth to the nations. 

2 He shall not cry aloud, nor lift up his voice. 
Nor cause it to be hoard in the street. 

3 The brairied reed shall he not break, 

And the glimmering flax shall he not quench ; 
He shall send tbrth law according to tmth. 

4 He shall not feil, nor become weary, 

Until he sliaH have established justice in the earth. 
And distant nations ahall wait for his law. 

6 Thua saith God Jehovah, 
Who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
Who spread forth the earth, and that which springotl 

forth from it, 
Who gave breath to the people upon it, 
And spirit to them that wait thereon : 

6 I, Jehovah, have called thee for salvation ; 
I will hold thee by the hand ; 

I will defend thee, and make thee a covenant to the pec 

pie, 
A light to the nations ; 

7 To open the blind eyes. 

To bring out the prisoners from the prison, 

And them that sit in diirkness out of the prison-liouse. 

8 I am Jehovah, that is my name ; 

And my glory will I not give to another, 
Not my praise to graven images. 

9 The former things, beliold ! they are come to pass, 
And new things do I now declare; 

Before they spring forth, I mjike ihem known to you. 
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10 Sing to Jeliovali a new song ; 
His praise to the ends of tbe earth ; 

Te that go down upon the sea, and all that fill it; 
Ye distant coasts, and ye that dwell therein ! 

11 Let the desert ciy aloud, and the cities thereof; 
The villages, (hat Kedar inhabiteth; 

Let the inliabitants of the rack sing; 

Let them shout from the top of the mountMns I 

12 Let them give glory to Jehovah, 

And procJaim his praise in distant lands ! 
18 Jehovah shall maivh forth like a hero ; 

Like a mighty warrior shall he rause his indignation, 
He shall cry aloud ; he shall shout the war-ci'y. 
And show himself mighty against his enemies. 

14 " I have long held my peace ; 

I liave been still and refrained myself; 

But now will I cry like a woman in travail ; 

I will destroy and swallow up at once. 

15 I will lay waste mountains and hills, 
And dry up all their herbs. 

I will make the river solid land, 
And dry up the pools of water. 

16 Then will I lead the blind in a way which they know no; 
And in unknown paths will I guide them ; 

I will make darkness light before them, 

And crooked paths straight ; 

These things will I do for them, and not foi-sal;e them," 

17 Then shall they be turned back, and be put to shame, 
Who trust in graven images; 

Who say to molten images, 
" Te are our gods ! " 

IS Hear, O ye deaf! 

And look, ye blind, and see ! 

19 Who is blind, if not my servant? 

And who HO deaf as my messenger, whom I send ? 
Who so blind as the friend of God, 
So blind as the servant of Jehovah? 

20 Thou seest many things, but regardest them not; 
Thou hast thine ears open, but hearest notl 

21 It pleased Jehovah for his goodness' sake 
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To give liim a law, great and glodous ; 
S2 And yet it is a robbed and plundered people ; 
They are all of them bound in prisons, 
And hid in dungeons ; 

They have become a spoil, and none dellverelli ; 
A prey, and none saith, " Restore I " 

as Who 13 there among you that will give ear to this, 

Tliat will listen and attend for the time to come? 
24 Who gave Jacob to be a spoil, 

And Israel to plunderers ? 

Was it not Jehovah, against whom wo sinned, 

In whose ways we would not walk, 

And whose laws we would not obey ? 
26 Tlierefoi'6 hatli he poured out upon Israel the fury of his 
wrath, and the violence of war; 

It kindled a flame ai'ound about him, yet he did not re- 
gard it ; 

It set him on fire, yet lie laid it not to heart. 



■Fromise of deliverance. — Ch. XUII. 

1 But now thus saith Jehovah, that ci'eated thee, O Jacob, 
That formed thee, O Israel : 

Fear not, for I have redeemed thee ; 

I have called thee by name ; thou art mine I 

2 When thou passest through waters, I will be with thee ; 
And through rivers, they shall not ovei-flow thee ; 
When thou waltest through fire, thou shalt not be burned, 
And the flame shall not consume thee. 

3 For I am Jehovah, thy God, 

The Holy One of Israel, tby saviour. 
I will give Egypt for thy ransom, 
Ethiopia and Seba for thee. 

4 Because thou art precious ia my sight, 
Because thou art honored, and I love thee, 
Therefore will T give men for thee, 

And nations for thy life. 
B Fesr not, for I am with thee ! 

I will brins tby children from the East, 
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And gather thee from the West.- 
6 I will say to the North, " Give them up !" 

And to the South, " Withhold them not ! 

Bring my sons from afar. 

And my daughters from the ends of the earth ; 
T Every one that is called by ray name, 

That I have created for my glory. 

That I have formed and made ! " 

8 Bring forth the blind people, having eyea, 
And the deaf, having ears. 

9 Let all ihe nations be gathered together, 
And the kingdoms be as^mbled! 

Who among them hath declared this, 

And can show na former predictions? 

Let them produce their witnesses that they are right ; 

That men may hear, and aay, It is true 1 
10 Te are my witnesses, saith Jehovah, 

And my servant whom I have chosen, 

That ye may know and believe me, 

ADd understand that I am He. 

Before me was no god formed, 

And after me there shall be none. 
H 1, lam Jehovah, 

And besides me there is no saviour. 

12 I have declared and have saved; 

I made it known, when there was ao strange god among 

you; 
Te are my witnesses, saith Jehovah, 
That I am God. 

13 Even from the beginning of time I Iiavo been Ho, 
And none can rescue from my hand ; 

I undertake, and who can hinder? 

14 Thus saith Jehovah, 

Your redeemer, ihe Holy One of Israel ; 

For your sakes have I sent to Babylon, 

And caused all her lugitives, 

And the Chaldeans, to descend to the ships of their delight 

15 I, Jehovah, am your Holy One, 
The creator of Israel, j'our king. 

le Thus saith Jch'ivali, — 
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He that niado a way in the sea, 
And a path in the mighty waters, 
n That caused the chariot and the horse, the army and the 
forces, to march forth ; 
There they lay down together ; they rose no more ; 
They were extinguished ; tliey were quenched like a 

IS Remember not the former things ; 
The things of old regard no more ! 

19 Behold, I do a new thing; 

Now shall it spring forth ; yea, ye shall see it. 
Behold, I make a way in the wilderness. 
And streams in the desert; 

20 TJie beasts of the forest ehall honor me, 
The jackals and the ostriches ; 

For I make rivers in the wilderness 

And streams in the desert, 

To give drink to my people, my chosen, 

21 This people, which I have formed for myself 
Shall make known my praise. 

22 Yet thou hast not called upon me, Jacob, 
So as to have wearied thyself for me, Israel ! 

23 Thou hast not brought me thy lambs for a burnt-offering, 
Nor honored me with thy sacrbices ; 

I have not burdened thee with oblations, 
Nor wearied thee with incense ; 

24 Thou hast bought me no sweet-smelHng reed with silver, 
Neither hast thou satisfied me with the fat of thy sacrifices ; 
With thy sins hast thou burdened me, 

And wearied me with thine inic^uities. 

25 I, I myself, blot out thy transgressions for my own sake. 
And will not remember thy sins. 

2B Put me in remembrance ; let us plead togotlier ; 

Speak that thou mayst justify thyself. 
27 Thy forefathers sinned, 

And thy teachers were rebellious against me ; 
£8 Therefore have I profaned Ihe pi-inces of the sanctuary, 

And given up Jacob to a curse, 

And Israel U> reproach. 
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1 Tet now hear, Jacob, my servant, 
And Israel, whom I have chosen ; 

2 Thus 8aith Jehovah, thy Creator, 

He that formed thee, and hath helped thee fj'om thy birll 
Fear not, Jacob, my servant, 

Jeshurun, whom I have chosen. 

3 For I will pour water upon the thirsty land, 
And streams upon the dry ground. 

1 will pour out my spirit on thy children, 
And my blessing on thine offspring ; 

4 And they shall grow mp, as among grass; 
As willows by the frater-brooks, 

6 On© shall say, " I belong to Jehovah " ; 

Another shall call upon the name of Jacob ; 

Another shall write upon his hand, Jehovah's ! 

And praise the name of Israel. 
6 Thus saith Jehovah, the King of Israel, 

His redeemer, Jehovah of hosts : 

I am the first, and I the last, 

And besides me there is no God. 
J Who like me batii proclaimed the future, — 

Let him declare it, and set it in order before me .' 

Since I established the people of old ? 

Let thera make known tlie futui-e, even that which is t 
comet 

8 Fear ye not, neither be ye afraid ! 

Have I not declared and made it known to you of old ? 

Ye are my witnesses ; 

Is there a God beside me ? 

Yea, there is no otiier rock ; I know not any. 

9 They that make a graven image are all of tiiera vanity, 
And their valued works are profitable for nothing ; 
They are theu- own witnesses ; 

They neither see nor undei-stand, 
So that they may be ashamed. 

10 Who hath formed a god, 

And cast a jrraven image, that is profitable foj notlNno ? 

11 Beliold, all his fellows sliall be ashamed; 
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The worliraen are themselves mortal men ; 
They shall all be assembled ; they shall stand up ; 
They shall tremble, and be put to slianie together! 

12 The smith p.reparelh an axe in the coals, 
And fashioneth it with hammers. 

And worketh it with his strong arm; 

He becometh hnngi-y, and his strength faileth; 

He driaketh no water, and is faint. 

13 The carpenter stretchetii out the line ; 

He marketh out the form of it with the sharp tool ; 

He formeth it with planes ; 

He mai-keth it with the compass ; 

He makcth it in the figure of a man, 

With the beauty of a man, 

To dwell ia a house. 

14 He heweth him down cedars ; 
He taketh the ilex and the oak ; 

He chooaeth for himself among the trees of the forest ; 
He planteth the ash, and the rain matm-eth it; 

15 'These are fuel for man ; 

He taketh thereof and warmeth himself; 

He kindleth with it, and baketh bread ; 

A god also he formeth of it, and worshippeth itj 

A graven image, and faileth down before it. 
le Half of it he burneth with fire ; 

With half of it he eateth ilesh ; 

He roasteth meat, and satisfieth himself; 

He also warmeth hiraeeif, and saith, 

Aha ! I am warm ; I feel the fire. 
n Of the i-esidue he maketh a god, even his graven image ; 

He faileth down before it and worshippeth it, 

And prayeth to it, and aaith, 

" Deliver me, for thou art my God ! " 

18 They know not, neither understand; 

For their eyes are closed np, that they cannot see, 
And their hearts, that they cannot understand. 

19 None con^idereth in his mind, 

Or hath knowledge and understa^iJing to say; 
"Half of it I have burned with fire; 
I have alr^o baked bread on the coals of it ; 
I liave roiisLeJ fii-sli iiud base eat«ui 



Hcssdb, Google 



And sliall I make the remnant an abomination ? 
Shall I fall down before the stock of a tree ? " 

20 He toileth for ashes ; 

A deluded heart tnrneth him aside, 

So that he cannot deliver himself, and say, 

" Is there not a lie in my right hand ? " 

21 Remember these thinga, O Jacob, 

Israel, for tJiou art my servant I 

1 formed thee; thou art my servant; 

Israel, I will not foi'get thee. 

22 I have caused thy ti'ansgressions to vauish like a cloud, 
And thy sins like a mist ; 

Return to me, for I have redeemed tlicc ! 

23 Sing, ye heavens, for Jehovah hath done it ; 
Shout, ye depths of the eartli ! 

Break forih info song, ye mountiiins ! 
Thou forest, and every tree llierein I 
For Jehovah hath redeemed Jacob, 
And glorified himself in Israel. 

24 Tlius saith Jehovah, thy Redeemer, 
Even he that formed thee from the womb; 

1 am Jehovah, who made all things ; 
Who stretched out the lieavens alone ; 
Wlio spread out the earth by myself; 

26 Who frustrateth the signs of deceivers. 
And maketh the diviners mad ; 
Who pulteth the wise men to shame, 
And maketh their knowledge folly ; 

26 Who establisheth the word of his servant, 
And pei-formeth the purpose of his messengers ; 
Who saith of Jerusalem, "She shall be inhabited," 
And of the cities of Judah, "They shall be built," 
And, " Her desolated places I will restore." 

27 Who saith to the deep, " Be dry ! 
I will dry up thy streams ! " 

28 Who saith of Cynis, " He is my shepherd ; 
He shall perform all my pleasure " ; 

Who saith of Jei-usalem, " She shall be built," 
And of the temple, " Her foundatioD shall be laid." 
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1 Thus saith Jehovah to his anoiiite'l. 
To Cyrua, whom I hold by his right liand, 
To subdue nations before him. 

And ungird the loiiia of kings ; 

To open before him the two-leaved gates. 

And the doors shall not be abut. 

2 I will go before thee. 

And make the higli places plain ; 

I will break in pieces the gates of brass, 

And cut in auader the bars of iron. 

3 I will give thee the treasures of darkness, 
And hidden riches of secret places. 
That thoH mayst know that I am Jehovah 
Who calleth iboe by name, the God of Israel. 

4 For the sake of Ja<»b, my servant. 
And Israel, my chosen, 

I have called thee by thy name ; 

I have spoken to thee as a friend, though thou hast not 
known me. 
6 I am Jehovah, and none else ; 
There is no God besides nie ; 
1 have girded thee, though thou hast not known me, 

6 Tliat men may know from the rising of the sun, 
And from the West, that there is noue besides me ; 
I am Jehovah, and none else. 

7 I form the light, and create darkness; 
I make peace, and create evil ; 

I, Jehovah, do all these things. 

8 Pour forth, ye lieavens, from above ; 
Ye clouds, shower down prosperity! 

Let the earth open, and bring ibiiii salvation j 
Yea, let righteousness spring up together! 
I, Jehovah, ci-eate it. 

9 Woe to him that contendeth with his Maker I 
A potsherd of the potsherds of the earth ! 

Shall the clay say to him that fiishioneth if, What makest 

Or thy work say of thee. He hath no liauds ? 
10 Woe to him that sailh to his father, 
■\V'hy dost thou be,!:;et ? 
Or to his motlier. Why dost thou bi'iiig forth ? 
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11 Thus saith JeboYah, the Holy One of Israel, arid his 

Maker, 
Ask of me concerning things to come ; 
My children, the work of my hands, leave them to me ! 

12 I made the earlh, 

And created man upon it; 

My hands spread out the heavens, 

And all their host did I arrange. 

13 r have raised him up for salvation. 
And I will make all his ways plain ; 

He shall build my city, and release my captives. 
Not for price, and not for ransota, 
Siiith Jehovah of hosts. 

14 Thus saith Jehovah : 

The wealth of Egypt and the merchandise of the Ethio- 
pians and SabeaDS, men of etalui-e, 
Shall come over to thee, and be thine ; 
They shall folJow theej in chains shall they pass along; 
They shall fall down to thee, and make supplication to 

" In thee alone is God, and there is none olae ; 
Thci-e is no other God." 

15 Truly thou art a God that hidest thyself, 

God of Israel, the saviour ! 

16 They shall all be ashamed and confounded. 
They shall go to confusion together, 
That are makei-s of idols. 

ir liut Israel shall he saved by Jehovah with an everlasting 
salvation ; 
Ye shall never bo ashamed, nor confounded. 

18 For thus sailh Jehovah, who created the heavens ; 

■ The God that formed the earth and made it; he that 
made it firm ; 
He created it not in vain ; he formed it to be inhabited; 

1 am Jehovah, and none else. 

19 I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth ; 
I have not said to the race of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain I 
I, Jehovah, speak truth ; I declare that which is right, 

20 Assemble yourselves and come ; 

Gather yourselves together, ye that are escaped of the 
nations ! 
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They arc wilhout understaiicliiig, who carry about with 

them tlie wood of their graven image, 
And pray, to a god thai cannot save. 

21 Proclaim ye, and bring them near. 
And let them take counsel together: 

Who hath made this known from ancient time ? 
Who hath declared it of old ? 

Is it not I, Jehovah, besides whom there is no God ? 
A God that uttereth truth, and givoth salvation ; there is 
none besides me. 

22 Look to me, and be saved, all ye ends of the earth! 
For I am God, and there is nono else. 

23 By myself have I swonij 

The truth hath gone from my mouth. 

The word, that shall not return, 

That to me every knee shall bow, 

That to me every tongue shall swear. 
34 " Only in Jehovah," shall men say, 

" Is salvation and strength ; 

To him shall come and be put to shame, 

Ail that are incensed against hira," 
2B Through Jeliovali shall all the race of Israel be delivered, 

And in Lim sliall they glory. 



Difference between tlic true God and idola, in ro^rf fo Ihe aid wliich they 
can afford tO their worsliippora. — Cii. XLVI. 

1 Bel sinketh down ; Nebo falleth ; 

Their images are laid upon beasts and cattle ; 

Those that ye once bore are packed upon them ; 

A burden to the weary beast I 
a They sink down ; they fall together ; 

They cannot rescue the burden ; 

They themselves go into captivity. 

3 Hearken to me, house of Jacob, 

And all the remnant of the house of Israel ; 

Te that have been borne hy me from your birth. 

That have been carried by me from your earliest breath ! 

4 Even to your old age I am the same ; 
Even to hoar hairs I will carry you ; 
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I have done it, and I will still bear j'ou ; 
I will carry, and will deliver you. 
6 To whom will ye liken me, and compare me? 
Tea, to whom will ye compare me, that we may be like? 

6 They lavish gold out of the bag, 
And weigh silver in the balance; 

They hire a goldsmith, and he maketh it a god ; 
They fall down, yea, they woi'ahip it. 

7 They lift him upon the shoulder, and carry him ; 
They set him in his place, and there he staudeth ; 
From his place he moveth not; 

Yea, one may cry to him, yet doth he not answer, 
Nor save him out of his distress. 

8 Eemember these things, and show yourselves men; 
Lay them to heart, ye apostates ! 

9 Remember the former tilings in ancient times! 
For I am God, and there is none else ; 

I am God, and there ia noiio like me. 
10 Declaring the end from the beginning ; 

From ancient times the things that were not yet done ; 

Saying, My purpose shall stand. 

And I will do all my pleasure ; 
A Calling from the East the eagle, 

The man that executeth my purpose from a. far country ; 

I have spoken it, I will also faring it to pass ; 

I have purposed it, 1 will also do iL 
12 Hearken to me, ye stubborn-hearted, 

That are far from deliverance ! 
18 I have brought near my deliverance; it is not fai' off; 

My salvation shall not tarry ; 

I will give to Zion salvation, 

To Israel, my glory. 



Fall of the Babylonian kingdom. — Ch. XLVIt. 

1 Come down, and sit in the dust, virc-in, dauo-hter of 

Babylon ! 
Sit on the ground without a throne, daughter of the 

Clialdaeans ! 
For thou shalt no longer be called the tender and delicate ! 
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2 Tako flie mill-slones and gi-ind meal ; 

Raise thy veil, lift up thy train ; 

Malte bare the leg, ivade through the streams! 
8 Thj nakedness shall be uncovered, 

And thy shame shall be seen, 

I will lake vengeance j 

I will make peace with none. 

4 Our Redeemer, Jehovah of hosts is his name. 
The Holy One of Israel. 

5 Sit thou in silence; go into darkness, O daughter of the 



For thou shalt no more he called the n 

6 I was angry with my people ; 
I profaned my inheritance, 
And gave them into thy hand ; 
Thou didst show them no mercy ; 

Even upon the ^ed didst thou lay a very grievous yoke. 

7 Thou saidst, " I shall be mistreas forever " ; 

So that thou didst not lay these thinga to thy heart, 
Nor consider what would be the end of them. 

8 But hear thou this, thou that art given to pleasure ! 
That sittest in security. 

And sayest in thy hearty "I am, and there is none besides 

I shall not be a widow, 
Nor see myself childless ! " 

9 Behold, both these thinga shall come upon thee suddenly, 

XiOBS of children, and widowhood; 
In full measure shall they come upon thee. 
In spit* of thy many sorceries, 
And the great abundance of thy enchantments. 
lO Thou didst trust in thy wickedness, and saidst,"N'o one 
eeeth me " ; 
Thy wiadom and thy knowledge have led thee astray ; 
Tiiou saidst in thy heart, " I am, and there is none besides 

M Therefore shall evi! come upon thee, of which thou shalt 
not know the dawn ; 
And mischief shall fall upon thee, which tliou shalt not be 
able to expiate ; 
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Suddenly shall dt'snlation come "upon tlicc, ivlien tliou 
tliinkest not of it, 
12 Persevere now in tay enchantments ; 

Id tlie mBltitiide of thy sorceries, in which thou hast la- 
bored from tliy youth ; 
Perhaps thou mayst he profited by them ! 
Perhaps thou mayst make thyself feared I 
18 Art thou wearied with thy many devices? 
Let them stand up, then, and save thee. 
The observers of the heavens, the star-gazers. 
They that prognosticate at every new moon 
The things that shall come upon thee ! 
11 Behold, they shall be lite stubble ; the fire shall burn them 
up; 
They shall not deliver themselves from the power of fiio 

flame; 
Not a coal shall be left of them to warm one, 
Nor a spark of fire to Bit by. 
15 Thus shall it be with them with wliom thou hast labored ; 
Thus with them with whom thou hast trafficked from thy 

They shall go every one his own way ; 
None shall help thee. 

8. 

Renewed tissuranoes of restoration from Culjj-lon. — Ch. XL VIII. 

1 Hear this, O house of Jacob! 

Ye that are called by the name of Israel ; 

Te tliat have come tbrth from the fountain of Judah ; 

Te that swear by the name of Jehovah, 

And praise the God of Israel, 

But not in truth and sincerity ! — 

2 For they call themselves of the holy city, 
And stay themselves on the God of Israel, 
"Whose name is Jehovah of hosts : — 

B What hatli happened I declared to you long ago; 

From my mouth it proceeded, and I made it known ; 

On a sudden I effected it, and it came to pass. 
4 Because I knew that thou art obstinate, 

And that thy neck is a bar of iron, 
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And that thy brow is brass, 
6 I declared it to thee long ago ; 

Before it came to pass, 1 made it known to t!iee ; 

Lest thou shouldsC say, My idol effected it, 

And my graven image, and my molten image ordmned it, 

6 Thoii hast heard it ; now see it all ! 
And will ye not confess it? 

From this time I make you hear a new thing, 
Even a hidden thing, which thou hast not known. 

7 It is produced now, and not long ago; 
Before this day thou hast not heard of it, 
Lest thou shouldst say, Behold, I knew it. 

8 Yea, thou heardesfc it not ; yea, thou knewest it not ; 
Tea, it was not disclosed to thee long ago ; 

For I knew that thou wast wholly faithless. 
And wast called rebellious from thy birth. 

9 For the sake of my came I wdl defer my anger, 

And for the sake of my praise I will restrain it from thee, 
That I may not utterly out thee off. 

10 Behold, I have melted thee, and found no silver ; 
I have tried thee in the furnace of aiSiction. 

11 For mine own sake will I do it ; 

For how would my name be blasphemed ? 
And my glory will I not give to another. 

12 Hearken to me, O Jacob, 

And Israel, whom I have called! 

I am He, I am the flrst, and I the last 

13 Yea, my hand hath founded the earth, 

And my right hand hath spread out (he heavens j 
I called them ; they afood forth together. 

14 Assemble yourselves, all of you, and hear! 
Who among you hatli declared these things ? 

He whom Jehovah loveth will execute his pleasure upon 

Babylon, 
And lijs power upon the Chaldajans. 

15 I, even I, have spoken ; yea, I have called him ; 

I have brought him, and his way shall be prosperous, 

16 Draw near to me, and hear ye this! 

I spake not in secret from the beginning ; 

And since it began (o be, 1 have been there ; 

And now hath the liOrd Jehovah sent me with his spirit 
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I am Jehovab, thy God, wlio teacheth tliea what villi 

profit thee ; 
Who leadeth thee in the way thou shonldst go. 

18 O that thou wouldst hearken to my commandments ! 
Then shall thy peace be as a river, 

And thy prosperity as the waves of llie sea ; 

19 Then shall thy posterity be as tlie sand. 

And the fmit of thy body as the offspring of the sea; 
Thy name siiall not he cut off, nor destroyed before me. 

20 Come ye forth from Babylon, flee ye from the land of the 

Chaldaeana with the voice of joy ! 
Publish ye this, and make it known ; 
Let it resound to the ends of the earth! 
Say: "Jehovah hath redeemed his servant Jacob; 

21 They thiret not in the deserts through wliieh he leadeth 

them; 
Watei-a from the rock he causeth to flow for theiu ; 
He cleaveth the rock, and the waters gush forth. 

22 There is no peace, saith Jehovah, for the wicked." 



Glory of the Sarvant of God. Deliverance of tho people. — Cii, 

1 Listen to me, ye distant lands ! 
Attend, ye nations from afar I 
JehoYah called me at my birth ; 

In my very childhood he called me by name, 

2 He made my mouth like a sharp swoi'd ; 
In the shadow of his hand did he hide me. 
He made me a polished shaft; 

In his quiver did he hide me. 

5 He said to me, Thou art my servant; 
Israel, in whom I will be glorified. 

4 Then I said, I have labored in vain ; 
For naught, for vanity, have I spent my strength ; 
Tet my cause is with Jehovah, 
And my reward with my God. 

6 And now thus saith Jehovah, 
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Who formed me from my birth to be liis servant 

To bring Jacob to liim again. 

And that Israel might be gathered to liim,— - 

For I aro honored in the eyes of Jehovah, 

And my G!od is my strength, — ■ 
6 He said, It is a small thiug that thou siouldst be my ser- 
vant. 

To raise up the tribes of Jacob, 

And to restore the preserved of Israel ; 

I will also make thee the light of the nations, 

That my salvation may reach the ends of the earth. 
T Thus aaith Jehovah, the Eedeemer of Israel, Lis Holy 
One, 

To him that is despised by men, abhorred by the people, 

To the servant of tyrants ; 

Kings shall see, and stand up, 

Princes, and they shall pay homage. 

Oft account of Jehovah, who is faithful, 

The Holy One of Israel, who hath chosen thee. 

8 Thus saith Jehovah ; 

In the time of favor will I hear thee ; 

In the day of deliverance will I help thee ; 

I will preserve thee, and make thee a mediator for th( 

people. 
To restore the land, to distribute the desolated inherit 

9 To say to the prisoners, Go forth ! 

To them that are in darkness, Come to the light 1 

They shall feed in the ways, 

And on all high places shall be their pastni-e. 

10 They shall not hunger, neither shall they thirst ; 
Neither shall the heat nor the sun smile them ; 

For he that hath compassion on them sliail lead them ; 
To springs of water shall he guide them. 

11 And I will make all my mountains a highway ; 
And my roads shall be prepared. 

12 Behold ! these shall come from far ; 

And behold! these from the North and from the lVcst> 
And these from the land of Sinim. 

13 Sing, ye heavens, and rejoice, O earth ! 
Break forth into sin^ng, ye n 
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For Jehovah coraforteth liis people, 

And hath compassion on hia afflicted ones. 



ij Zion saith, " Jehovah hath foi-sakeii me ; 

The Lord hath forgotten me." 
i5 Can a woman forget her sucking child, 

So as not to have compassion on tlie son of her womb ? 

Yet, should they forget^ 

I will never forget thee ! 

16 Behold, I have graven thee on the palms of my hands ; 
Thy walls are ever before my eyes. 

17 Thy children shall make haste ; 

They that destroyed and laid thee waste shall depart from 

18 Lift up thine eyes around, and see ! 

They all assemble themselves, and come fo thee. 

As I live, saith Jehovah, 

Thon ahalt surely clothe thee with them all, ns with a. 

rich dress ; 
Thou ehalt bind them on thee, as a hrido her jewels. 

19 For thy waste and desolate places, and thy hiad laid in 

Shall now be too narrow for the inhabitants ; 
And they that devoured thee shall be far away. 

20 Thou, that hast been childless, ahalt yet hear thy sons ex- 

" The place is too narrow for me ; make room for me that 
I may dwell." 

21 And thou shalt say in thy heart, 
Who hath begotten mo these ? 

I surely was childless and unfruitful, 

An exile, and an outcast; who then hatli brought up 

these ? 
Behold, I was left alone ; these, then, where wtre liicv ? 

22 Thus saith the Lord Jehovah : 

I will lift up my hand to the nations. 
And set up my standard to ihe kingdoms ; 
They shall bring thy sons in their arms, 
And thy daughters upon their shoulders. 

23 And kings shall be thy nursing fathers. 
And queens thy nursing mothers ; 

Upon their faces shall they bow down befoi'e tliee. 
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And )ick the dust of thy feet. 

Thus shalt thou know that I am Jeliovuli ; 

And they who trust in me sliall not he put to shame. 

24 Shall the prey he taken away fvom the mighty ? 
Or ahiJl the spoil of the terribJe be rescued ? 

25 Yea, thus saith Jehovah, 

The prey shall be taken away from the mighty, 

And the spoil of the terrible shall be rescued ; 

For with him that contendeth with thee will I contend, 
28 And I will save thy children. 
27 And I will cause thine oppressors to eat their own flesh ; 

With their own blood shall they be drunk, as with new 

And all flesh shall know that I Jehovah ara thy saviour ; 
That thy redeemer is the Mighty One of Jacob. 



EemoDatranoe against unbelief and dlsobedianoe.^Cir. L. 

1 Thu3 saith Jehovah : "Where is the hill of your mother's 

divorcement, 
By which I dismissed her? 
Or who is he among my creditors 
To whom I have sold you ? 
Behold, for your iniquities are ye sold, 
And for your ti-ansgressions was your mother dismissed. 

2 Wherefore, when I came, was no mau at hand? 
When I called, was there none to answer? 

Is my hand too short to redeem ? 
Or have I no power to deliver? 
Behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea, 
And make the rivers a desert. 
Their fish putrefy for want of water, 
And die with thirst. 
S I clothe the heavens with blackness. 
And make sackcloth their covering. 

4 The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the 
learned, 
That I might know how to strengthen with my words 
them that are weary ; 
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lie wakoneth me every morniDiT, 
He wakeneth mine ear, 

Tliat I may hear in the manner of Ihe learned. 
B The Iiord Jehovah opened mine ear, 
And I was not disobedient, 
Neither did I withdraw myself backward. 

6 I gave my back to the smiters, 

And ray cheeks to them that pluck the beard; 
1 hid not my face from shame and spitting. 

7 But the Lord Jehovah is my helper, 
Therefore shall I not bo confounded ; 
Therefore have I made my face like a flint, 
For I know that I shall not be put to shame. 

8 He that defendeth my cause is near; 

Who will contend with me ? Let us stand up together ! 
"Who is my adversary? Let him come near to me ! 

9 Behold, the Lord Jehovah is my defender ; 
Who is he that shall condemn me ? 

Behold, they shall ail waste away like a garment; 
The moth shall consume them. 

10 Who 13 there among you that feareth Jehovah, 
That hearkeneth to the voice of his servant, 
That walketh in darkness and hath no light ? 
Let him trust in the name of Jehovah, 

And lean upon his God. 

11 Behold, all ye who kindle a fire. 

Who gird yourselves with burning arrows ! 

Walk ye in the light of your fire. 

And in the burning arrows which ye have kindled. 

This shall ye have from my hand ; 

Te shall lie down in sorrow. 

IL 

The glorious deliveranoa of the poople. - Ch. LI. — LII. 13. 

1 Hearken to me, yo that pursue righteousness, 
Te that seek Jehovah ! 

Look to the rock whence ye were hewn. 
To the pit-quarry whence ye were digged t 

2 Look to Abraham your fiither, 
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And to SaraTi that bore you ! 
For I called him when only one, 
And blessed him, and multiplied him. 

5 Thus will Jehovah have pity upon Zion ; 
He will have pity upon all her desolations. 
He will make her wilderness like Eden, 
Her desert like the garden of Jehovah, 
Joy and gladness shall be found therein; 
Thanksgiving, and the voice of melody. 

4 Hearken to me, O my people ! 
And give ear to me, my nation ! 
For a law shall proceed from me, 
And I will establish my statutes for the light of the na- 

6 My help is near ; my salvation goelh forth ; 
My arm shall judge the nations ; 

Distant lands shall wait for me, 
And in my arm shall they trust. 

6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens. 

And look down upon the earth beneath ! 
For the heavens shall vanish away like smoke. 
And the earth shall decay hke a garment, 
And its inhabitants shall perish like flies. 
Bat my salvation shall endure forever. 
And my goodness shall not decay. 

7 Hearken to me, ye that know righteousness, 
The people in whose heart is my law! 

Fear ye not the reproach of men. 
Nor be disheartened by their revilings ! 

8 For the moth shall consume them like a garment^ 
And the worm shall eat them like wool. 

But my goodness shall endure forever, 

And my salvation from generation to generation. 

9 Awake! awake! clothe thyself with strength, arm of 

Jehovah ! 
Awake, as in the ancient days, in the generations of old ! 
10 Art thou not the same that smote liahab, 
And wounded the dragon ? 
Art thou not the same that dried up the sea, 
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The waters of tlie great deep, — 

That maiie the depths of the sea a path for the redeemed 
to pass through ? 

11 Thus shall the ransomed of Jehovah return; 
They shall come to Zion with smging; 
Everlasting joy shall be upon thefr heads ; 
They shall obtain gladness and joy. 

And sorrow and eighicg shall flee away. 

12 T, even I, am he that hafh pity upon you ; 

Who art thou, that thou art afraid of man, that shall die, 
Vi the son of man, that shall perish like grass, 

13 And forgettest Jehovah thy maker. 
That stretched out the heavens, 
And founded the earth, 

And fearest continually eveiy day. 
On account of the fury of the oppressor. 
As if he were taking aim to destroy thee ? 
"Where now is the fury of the oppressor? 

14 Soon shall the encliained be loosed; 
He shall not die in the pit, 

Kor shall hia bread fail. 
16 For I am Jehovah thy Gw), 
~ That rebuketh the sea when his waves roarj 

Jehovah of hosts is his name. 

16 I have put my words into thy mouth. 

And have covered thee with the shadow of my hand, 
To establish the heavens, and to found the earth. 
And to say to Zion, " Thou art my people ! " 

17 Awake, awake, stand up, O Jei-usalem ! 

Thou that hast drunk from the hand of Jehovah the cup 

of his fury, 
Thou that hast drunk to the dregs the cup of giddiness ! 

18 There is not one to lead her, of all the sons which she 

hath brought forfh. 
Nor is there one to take her by the hand, of all the sons 
which she hath nurtured. 

19 These two things hare come upon tiiee, 
And who bemoaneth thee? 

Desolation and destruction, and famine and the sword • 
How shall I comfort thee ? ' 

20 Thy sons have fiinled; they lie at the h.iad of all the 
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Like a deer iu the net ; 

They are full of the wrath of Jehovah, 

Of the rebuke of thy Gwl. 

21 Thevefore, hear this, thou afflicted. 
Thou drunken, and not with wine ! 

22 Thus Eaith thy Lord, Jehopab, 

And thy God, thfrt defendeth the cause of his people . 
Behold, I will take from thy hand the cup of giddiness, 
The cup of my wrath ; 
Thou shalt drink no more of it. 

23 And I will put it into the hand of them that have afflicted 

thee; 
That have said to thee, " Bow down, that we may pass 

And thou madest thy body as the ground, 
And as the street, to Ihem that passed over. 

1 Awake, awake, put on thy majesty, Zion ! 

Put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy 

For no more shall come into thee the uncircumciaed and 
the unclean. 

2 Shake thyself from the dust, . 
Arise and sit erect, O Jerusalem ! 
Loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, 
O captive daughter of Zion ' 

5 For thus saith Jeliovah : 
For naught were ye sold, 

And without money shall ye be ransomed. 

4 For thus saith the Lord Jehovah : 
My people went down to Eftypt formerly to sojourn there, 
And the Assyrian oppressed them without cause. 

G And now, what have I here to do, saith the Lord, 
When my people is taken away for naught, 
And their tyrants exult, saith Jehovah, 
And all the day long my name is blasphemed. 

6 Therefore shall my people know my name; 
Therefore in that day shall they know 
That I am he that said, Behold^ here am I ! 

7 How beautiful upon the mountains ai-e the feet of him that 

bringeth good tidings, of him that proclaimeth peace 1 
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That bi-ingetli fcood tiilings, that jii-odairaeth siilvatioa! 

Tliat Baith to Zion, " Thy God is king ! " 
S Hark! the voice of thy watchmen! 

They hfl up the voice'logetiier ; yea, thoy shout! 

For eye to eye shall they beliold. 

When Jehovah retiimeth to Zion. 
9 Break forth into joy ; shout together, ye ruina of Jerusii- 

For Jehovah bafh pity on his people; he redeemeth Je- 
ruaalaia. 

10 Jeliovah makelh bare his holy arm 
In ihe sight of all the nations ; 
All the ends of the earth 

Behold the salvation from our God. 

11 Depart, depart ye ; go ye out from thence ; 
Touch no unclean thiug! 

Go ye out from the midst of her ; 

Be ye clean, ye that bear the vessels of Jehovah 1 

12 For not in haste shall ye go forth. 
Nor in flight shall ye pass along; 

For Jehovah shall nia,rch in your front, 
And the God of Israel bring up your rear. 



The Servaut of Jcliov; 



JelioimJi apeafc. 

13 Behold, my servant shall prosper; 

He shall be lifted up, and set on high, and greatly esalted. 

14 As many were amazed at the sight of hini,^ 
So disfigured and scarcely human was his visane. 
And so unlike that of a mau was his form, " ' 

IB So shall he cause many nations to exult on account of him j 
Kings shall shut their mouths before him. 
For what had never been told them shall they see, 
And what they never heard shall they perceive. 
TTie Prophet /(whims^/ and felbw-propAela. 

1 ^ho hath believed our report, 
And to whom hath the arm of Jehoiah been revealed ? 
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a For he grew up before him like a tender plant, 
Like a audter from a dry soli ; 
He had no form, nor comeliness, that we should look upon 

Nor beauty, that we should take pleasure in him. 

3 He was despised, and forsaken of men, 

A man of sorrows, and acquainted with disease ; 
As one from whom men hide their faces. 
He was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

4 But he bore our diseases, 
And carried our pains. 

And we esteemed him stricken from above, 
Smitten of God, and afflicted. 

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions ; 
He was bruised for our iniquities; 

For our peace was the chastisement upon him, 
And by his stripes are we healed. 
e All we, like sheep, were going astray ; 
We turned every one to his own way, 
And Jehovah laid upon him the inir[uity of us all. 

The Pivpket spfah in Ids oum name. 

7 He was oppressed, that was already afflicted. 
Yet he opened not his mouth , 

As a lamb that is led to the slaughter 

And as a sheep before her sheirers is dumb, 

He opened not his mouth 

8 By oppression and punishment he was taken iv.iy. 
And who in his generation would consider 

That he was out off from the land of the living 
That for the transgression of my people he was smit 
ten? 

9 His grave was appointed wiih the wicked. 
And with the rich m<vn h ii his sepulchre. 
Although he had done no lujualice. 

And there was no deceit in his mouth 
10 It pleased Jehovah severely to biuise him. 

But when he hath made his life a sacrifice for sm, 
He shall see posterity ; he shall pi-olong his days. 
And the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand. 
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Jehooah speaks. 

11 Free from his sorrows, he shall see and be satisfied j 
By his knowledge shall my righteous servant lead many 

to righteousness, 
And he shall bear their iniquities. 

12 Therefore will I give him his portion with the mighty, 
And with heroes shall he divide the spoil, 

Because he poured out his soul unlo death, 
And was numbered with transgressors ; 
Because he boro the sin of many. 
And made intercession for transgressors. 



Promises of enlargement, moral rcnoTalion, and glory. — Ch. LIV., LV. 

1 Sing, thou barren, that didst not bear ! 

Break forth into singing, and shout for joy, thou that wast 

not in travail! 
For more are the children of the desolate 
Than of the married woman, saith Jehovah. 

2 Enlarge the place of thy tent, 

And let the canopy of thy habitation be extended ! 
Spare not; lengthen thy cords, 
And make fast thy stakes ! 
S For on the right hand and on the left shalt thon burst 
forth with increase ; 
And thy posterity shall inherit the nations, 
And people the desolate cities. 

4 Fear not, for thou shalt not be confounded; 
Blush not, for thou shalt not be put to shame. 
For thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, 

And the reproach of thy widowhood thou shalt remember 
iKi more. 

5 For thy husband is thy Maker ; 
Jehovah of hosts is his name. 

Thy redeemer is the Holy One of Israel ; 
The God of the whole earth shall he be called. 

6 For as a woman forsaken, and deeply afflicted, hath Jeho- 

vah recalled thee. 
And as a wife wedded in youth, that hath been rejected, 
saith thy God. 
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7 For a liltle moraent I have forsaken thee, 
But with great mercy will I gaiher tliee. 

8 In overflowing wrath I hid my face from thee for a mo- 

But with everlasting kindness will T have mercy upon 

Saith thy redeemer, Jehovah. 

9 As in the time of the waters of Noah, so shall it be now ; 
Aa I swore that the waters of Noah should no more ga 

over tlie earth, 



10 For the monntnins shall depart, 
And the hills be overthrown, 

But my, kindness shall not depart from thee. 
Nor shall my covenant of peace be overthrown, 
Saith Jehoval, that hath pity on tliee. 

11 thou afflicted, beaten with the storm, destitute of conso- 

lation ! 
Behold, 1 lay thy stones in cement of vermilion, 
And thy foundations with sapphires. 

12 And I will make thy battlements of rubies. 
And thy gates of carbuncles. 

And all thy borders full of precious stones. 

13 All thy children shall be taught by Jehovah, 
And great shall be the prosperity of thy childi-en. 

14 By righteousness shait tJiou be established ; 

Be thou lar from anxiety, for thou shalt have nothing to 

fear. 
And from terror, for it shall not come near thee. 

15 If any be le^ued against thee, it is not by my command ; 
Whoever shall be leagued against thee shall come over to 

IS Behold, I creale the smith, 

"Who hloweth up the coals into a fire. 

And produceth an instrument for his work; 

I also create the destroyer to lay waste. 

17 Whatever weapon is formed against thee, it shall not pros- 

And against every tongue that contendeth with thee, thou 

shalt obtain thy cause. 
This is the inheritance of the servants of Jehovah, 
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A.d fto btalD. which th»j receive from me, mith Jeho- 

1 Ho, every one that Ihirsleth, come je to the ,vale™ I 
iven je that have no money, eome ,e, bu v and eat ! 
lea, come, buy Wine and milk, 
"VViihout money and without price 

' ^'"b^ad' '' '' "'""^ '"' °'°"^ '°' "•" »■'"''' " »»' 
And yonp substance for that which doth not aati.fv? 
listen Mtentiveiy to mo; so shall ye eat that ihieh i. 

And your lonl shall delight itself with delicocies. 

3 Jncime yonr ear, and come to me ; 
Hear, and yeur soul sliall live ' 

And I will make with you an everlastin, covenant! 
I mil give you the sure mendes of David. 

4 Behold, I gave him for a commander to the nation. ■ 
For a prinee, and a kwgiver to the nations. 

«~ ?. Ike nation which then knowest not then shalt eaU : 
And the nation which knew not thee siiall run to thee, 
t At the sake of Jehovah, thy God, 
And of the Holy One of Israel, for he hath gloriSed lliee. 

6 Seek ye Jehovah, while he may be found ; 
Call upon him while he is near ; 

7 Let the wicked forsake his way. 

And the unrighteous man his thoughts ; 

him "'°''° '° "'''"'"''• "■■ ■"= ""' kave mercy upon 
And to our God, for he will abundantly panlon 

8 Jor my thought* are not your thoughts. 
Neither are your ways my ways, saith Jehovah. 

9 *or as the heavens are higher than the earth. 
So are my ways higher than your ways. 
And my thoughts than your thoughts 

10 For as the rain and the snow descend from heaven. 
And return not thither. 

But water the earth, and make it hear and pat forth lis 
increase, ^ 

^'"e','te"°' ^"° ""' '° "'° '°'"'' ""' '"'"' "• "" 
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11 So shall my word be, that goeth forth from mj mouth; 
It shall not return to me void ; 

But it shall bring to pass th^it which is my pleasure, 
And it shall accomplish that for which I send it. 

12 For ye shall go out with joy 
And he led forth with peace ; 

The mountains and the hills shall hreak forth before you 

into singing, 
And all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
IS Instead of the thorn shal! grow up the cypress-tree, 

And instead of the bramble shall grow up the myrtle-tree, 

And it shall be to Jehovah for a name ; 

For an everlasting memorial, that shall not pass away. 



14. 

The heathen shall on.jdy the privilegsa of the people of God, in tha happy 
state of Ihings which awaibi them. — Cii. LVI. 1-8. 

1 Thus saith Jehovah : 

Keep ye justice, and practise righteousness ; 
For the coming of my salvation is near, 
And my deliverance is soon to be revealed. 

2 Happy the man that doeth this. 

And the son of man that holdeth it fast ; _ 

That keepeth the sabbath, and profaneth it not. 

And resti-aineth his hand from doing evil. 
8 And let not the stranger that joineth iiiraself to Jeho- 
vah say, 

Jehovah hath wholly separated me from his people. 

And let not the eunuch say, 

Behold, I am a dry tree ! 
4 For thus saith Jehovah concerning the eunuchs : 

They that keep my sabbaths. 

And take pleasure in doing my will, 

And hold fest my covenant, 
B To them wiU I give in my house, and within my walls, a 
portion and a name, 

Better than of sons and daughters ; 

An everlasting name will I give them. 

That shall never fade away. 
6 The strangers, also, that join themselves to Jehovah, to 
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To love the name of Jehovah, and fo be his servants, 
Every one that keepeth the sabbath, and profaneth it not. 
And holdeth fiist my covenant, 
J Them will I bring to my holy mountain, 
And I will make them rejoice in my house of prayer ; 
Their burnt-offerings and sacrifi^s shall be accepted on 

mine altar ; 
For my house shall be called a house of prayer for ail iia- 

8 Thus saith the Jjord Jehovah, 
That gathereth the outcasts of Israel ; 
Yet will I gather others to him, 
Besides those that are ali-eady gathered, 

15. 



9 Come, all ye beasts of the field. 
Tea, all ye beasts of the forest, to devour! 

10 Hia watchmen are all blind; they know nothing; 
They are all clumb dogs, that cannot bark, 
Dreaming, lying down, loving to slumber; 

11 Yet are they greedy dogs that cannot be satisfied; 
The shepherds themselves will not attend ; 

They all turn aside to their own way. 
Every one of them to their own gain. 

12 " Come on, let me bring wine. 

And let us fill ourselves with strong drink. 
And to-morrow shall be as to-day. 
And even much more abundant." 

I The righteous man perisheth, and no one layeth it to 
heart ; '' 

And pious men are taken away, and none eonsidereth 
That because of the evil the righteous man is taken away. 

2 He entereth into peace; 
He resteth in his bed. 

Every one that walketli in uprightness. 

3 But draw near hither, ye sons of the sorceress, 
Ye brood of the adulterer and the harlot 1 



Hcssdb, Google 



156 ISAIAH. [cn.Lvu. 

4 Of whom do ye maliC your sport. 

And at whom do ye make wide the month, 

And draw out the tongue ? 

Are ye not rebellious children, a treacherous brood? 
6 Burning with Ivist for idols 

Under every green tree, _ 

Slaying children in the valleys, 

Under the clefia of the roclts ? 

6 "With the emooth stones of the valley is thy portion ; 
These, these are thy lot ; 

Here thon pourest out thy drink-offering, 
And preseutest thy meat-offering; 
Can I see such things, and he at i-est? 

7 Upon a high and lofty mountain settest Ihou tliy bed; 
Thilher dost thou go up to offer sacrifice j 

8 Behind the doors and the posts dost thou place thy memo- 

Thou departest from me, and uncoverest, and ascendest, 

and enlargest thy bed. 
Thou makest an agreement with thejn ; 
Thou desirest their bed; 
Thou choosest a place. 

9 Thou goest to tlie king with oil, 
And takest much pi-eciona perfume ; 

Thou sendest thine ambassadors afar, ■ i 

Yea, down to the under-world. 

10 In the length of thy journeys thoa hast wearied thyself, 
But thou sayest not, " I wilt desist " j 

Thou yet flndest life in thy hand. 
Therefore thou art not discouraged. 

11 On account of whom art thou anxious, and of whom art 

(hou afraid, that thou hast proved false, 
And hast not remembered me, nor laid it to heart? 
Behold, I have been silent a long time; 
Therefore thou fearest me not. 

12 But now I aimounce thy deliverance, 
And thy works do not profit thee. 

13 When thou ci'iest, let thy host of idols deliver lliee ! 
But the wind shall bear them all away ; 

A breath aball take them off; 
But he that puttetli his trust hi me 
Shall possess the land, 
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And shal! inherit my holy mountiiin. 

14 Men shail say, Cast up, cast up, pvepare the road ; 
Eeraove every obstruction from the way of my people I 

15 For thus saith the high and lofty One 

That inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy : 

I dwell in the high and holy place ; 

With him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit ; 

To revive the spirit of the humble. 

And to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 

16 For I will not contend forever, 
Nor will I be always nngry ; 
For life would fail before me, 
And the souls which I created. 

ir For the guilt of his covetousneas I was angi-y ; 

I smote him, I hid myself, and was angry ; 

But yet he went on perveraely in the way of his heart. 
IS I have seen his ways, yet will I heal him ; 

I will guide him, and I will restore comfoit 

To him and to his mourners ; 

19 I create the finait of the lips. 

Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to iiim that is nigh, 
Saith Jehovah ; I will iieal him. 

20 But the wicked is like the troubled sea, 
Which cannot rest. 

Whose waters cast «p mire and dirt. 

21 There is no pe;ice, saith my God, ibr the wicked. 



16. 



1 Ckt aloud, spare not. 

Lift up thy voice like a trumpet. 

And show my people their transgression, 

And the house of Jacob their sins! 

2 Yet they seek me daily. 
And desire to know my ways. 

As a nation that hath done righteousness. 
And hath not forsaken the ordinances of Ih 
They inquire of m 
salvation ; 
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They long for the coming of God. 

3 "Wherefore do we fast, and thou seest not? 
Wherefore do we afflict our souls, and thou dost not re- 

gai-d it ? ", 
Behold, in the day of your fasta ye pursue your pleasure. 
And exact all your labors. 

4 Behold, ye fast in strife and contention, 
And smiting with the list of wickedness. 
Ye do not fast now 

So that your voice shall be heard on high. 

6 Is this ihe fast that I approve, 

A day for a man to afflict his soul? 
Is it that he should bow down his head like a bulrush. 
And lie down in sackcloth and ashes ? 
"Wilt thou call this a fast, 
And a day acceptable to Jehovah ? 
i Is not this the fast that I approve, — 
To loose the bands of wickedness, 
To undo the heavy burdims. 
To let the oppressed go free. 
And to bretji. in pieces every yoke? 

7 Is it not to break thy bread to the hungry, 

And to bring the poor, that are cast out, to thy house? 
"When thou seeat the naked, that thou clothe him. 
And that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh? 

8 Then shall thy light break fortli like the morning. 
And thy health shall spring forth speedily ; 

Thy salvation shall go before thee, , 

And the glory of Jehovah shall bring up thy rear. 

9 Then shalt thou call, and Jehovah will answer; 
Thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Lo, here I am ! 
If thou remove from the midst of thee the yoke. 
The pointing of the finger, and the injurious speech. 

10 If ihou biing forth thy bread to the hungry, 
And satisfy the afflicted soul, 

Then in obscurity shall light arise to thee ; 
Yea, thy darkness shall become as noonday ; 

11 Jehovah shall lead thee continually, 
And satisfy thee in the time of drought, 
And strengthen thy bones ; 

Thou shalt be like a watered garden, and a spring of 
water. 
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WhosG wafers never fail. 
12 Thy people shall build the ancient desolations, 

The ruins of many generations shall they restore ( 

Thou shalt be called the repairer of the breach, 

The restorer of ways for inhabitants. 
IB If thou restrain thy foot from the sabbath. 

From doing thy pleasure on my holy day, 

If thou shalt call the sabbath a delight. 

The holy day of Jehovah honorable, 

And shalt honor it by refraining from thy work. 

From doing thy pleasure, and speaking vain words, 
14 Then shalt thou delight thyself in Jehovah, 

And I will cause thee to ride upon tlie high places of the 

And cause thee to enjoy the inheritance of Jacob, thy 

father ; 
For tho mouth of Jehovah hath spoken it. 



The Bins of tlie people delay their deliverance. - Cir, LIX. 

1 Behold, Jehovah's hand is not shortened, that it can- 

not save. 
Nor is his ear heavy, that it cannot hear ; 

2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God, 
And your sins have hidden his face fi'om you, that he doth 

not hear. 

3 For your hands are polluted with blood. 
And your fingers with iniquity; 

Tour lips speak falsehood, 

And your tongue muttereth wickedness. 

4 No one bringeth his suit with justice, 
And no one pleadeth with truth ; 

They trust in vain words, and speak lies ; 

They conceive mischief, and bring forth destruction. 

5 They hatch the eggs of the basilisk, 
And weave the web of the spider ; 
He that eateth of their eggs dieth. 

And when one of them is crushed, a viper breaketh forth. 

6 Of their webs no garment is made, 

Nor can one cover himself with their work ; 
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Their works ate works of iuiquity, 

And the deed of violence is in their hands. 
7 Their fpet run lo evil ; 

They make Iiaste to shed innocent blood. 

Their thoughts are evi! thoughts ; 

Oppression and destruction are in their paths. 
B The way of peace they know not, 

Kor is there any justice in their steps; 

They have made for themselves crooked paths; 

Whoso goeth in them knoweth not peace, 
» Therefore ia judgment far from iis, 

Aod deliverance doth not overtflke us. 

We look for light, and behold obscurity j 

For brightnesB, and wo walk in darkness. 

10 We gi-ope for the wa]l, like the blind ; 

We fee! our way, like those that are doprived of sight ; 

We stumble at noonday as in the nighl ; 

In the midst of fertile lields we are like the dead. 

11 We groan, all of us, like bears. 

And like doves we make a continued moim ; 
We look for judgment, and it cometh not; 
For salvation, and it is far from us. 

12 For our Iransgi-essiona are multiplied before thee, 
And our sins testify against us ! 

For our tj'ansgressions are not hidden from us. 
And our iniquities ive know. 

13 We have rebelled, and proved false to Jehovali ; 
We have departed from our God ; 

We have spoken violence and rebellion ; 
Our hearts have conceived and brought forth words i 
felaehood. 

14 And justice is turned back. 
And equity standeth afar off. 
For truth falleth in the gate, 
And rectitude cannot enter. 

15 Truth is not to be found. 

And he that departeth from evil is plundered ; 

And Jehovah saw it, 

And it displeased him that there was no justice. 

16 He saw that there was none to help. 

And wondered that there was none to interpose j 
Then his own ai-m wrought salvation for him, 
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And his righteousness it supportod liira. 
17 He put on righteousness as a breastplate, 

And the helmet of salvation upon his head ; 

He put on garmente of vengeanco for his clothing, 

And clad himself witli zeal, as with a mantle, 
IS According to their deeds will he repay them, — 

Wrath to his adversaries, i-ecompenae to his enemies; 

To the distant coasts will he repay a recompense. 

19 They in the west shall fear the name of Jehovah, 
And they in the rising of the sun his glory, 

When he cometh hke a riier straitened in ity couise, 
Wliich a strong wind dnveth along 

20 Yet shall a redeemer come to Zion, 

For them thai turn from their tranigresaions in Jac 
sailh Jehovah 

21 And as for me, tliii is my covenant with them, saitL . 

hovah : 
My spirit, which is upon tliee. 
And my words, which I have put in thy mouth, 
They shall not depart from thy mouth. 
Nor from the mouth of thy sons. 
Nor from the month of thy sous' sons, saith Jehovah, 
From this time forth forever. 



The glory of tha new Jerusalem Cu. LX. 

] Arise, shine ! for tliy light is come. 

And the glory of Jehovah is risen upon thee. 
a For, hehold, darkness sliall cover the earth, 

And gross darkness the nations ; 

But upon thee shall Jehovah arise. 

And his glory ahail he seen upon thee. 

3 Nations shall come to thy light. 

And kings to the brightness that riseth upon thee. 

4 Lift up thine eyes round about and see ! 

They all gather themselves together, and come to thee 
Thy sons come from alar, 
And thy daughters are carried at thy side, 
B ITien sliait thou see, and be bright with joy; 
Thy heart shall throb, and swell with delight. 
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When the richea of the sea shall be turned toward thee, 
And the wealth of the nations shall come to thee. 

6 A multitude of camels shall cover thee, 
Dromedaries from Midiau and Ephah; 
From Sheba shall they all come. 
Glold and frankincense shall they bring, 
And proclaim the praises of Jehovah. 

7 All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to thee, 
And the rams of Nebaioth shall minister to thee; 
Tliey shall ascend mine altar, an acceptable offering. 
And my glorious house I will adorn. 

8 Who are these that fly like clouds. 
And like doves to their habitations? 

9 Bebold, the distant coasts shall wait for me, 
And the ships of Tarshish among the first, 
To bring thy sons from afar. 

And their silver and their gold with them. 
Because of the name of Jehovah thy God, 
Of the Holy One of Israel, for he glorifieth thee. 

10 The eons of the stranger shall build up thy walls. 
And their kings shall minister to thee ; 

For in my wrath I smote thee, 

But in my mercy will I have pity upon ihee. 

11 Thy gates shall be open continually; 
They shall not be shut by day or by night, 

That the treasures of the nations may be brought to thee, 
And that their kings may come with their retinues. 

12 For that nation and that kingdom 
Which will not sen'e tbee shall perish ; 
Yea, those nations shall be utterly destroyed. 

13 The glory of Lebanon shall come to thee. 

The cypress, the plane-tree, and the larch together, 

To adorn the place of my sanctuary. 

That I may make the place where my feet rest glorious. 

14 The sons of thine oppressors shall come bending before 

thee; 
They that despised thee shall fall down at thy feet ; 
And they shall call thee the city of Jehovah, 
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 

15 Instead of being forsaken and hated, 
So that no one passed through thee, 

I will make thee an everlasting glory; 
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riie joy of many generations. 

16 Thou Shalt also suck tlie milk of the natioaa, 
And be nursed from the breast of kings ; 

And thou shale know that I, Jehovah, am thy saviour. 
That thy redeemer ia the Mighty One of Jacob. 

17 Instead of braaa will I bring gold ; 
And instead of iron will I bring silver. 
And instead of wood, brass, 

And instead of stones, iron ; 
I will make thine officers peace, 
And thy magistrates righteouiDesi. 

18 Violence shall no more be heatd m thy l^nd, 
■Wasting or destructioa n ithm thj borders , 
Thou Shalt call thy walls Salvation, 

And thy gates Praise 

19 No more shall the sun be thy Ii^ht by diy, 

Nor with her brightne'is shill the moon r nh^^htHO thee : 
But Jehovah shall be to thee *n eicrUsting Ii ^ht. 
And thy God thy gloty ° 

20 Thy sun shall no more go down, 
Neither shall thy moon be hid , 

For Jehovah shall be thine everlasting light, 
And the days of thy mourning shall be ended. 

21 Thy people shall be all righteous; 
Forever shall they possess the land. 
The scion of my planting. 

The work of my hands, that I may be glorified. 

22 The little one shall become a thousand, 
And the small one a strong nation ; 

I, Jehovah, will hasten it iu its time. 

19. 

DclIveroDCe promised. — Ch. hXI. 

1 Toe spirit of the Lord Jehovah is upon me, 

For Jehovah hath anointed me ; 

He hath sent me to publish good tidings to the distressed, 

To bind up the broken-hearted. 

To proclaim liberty to the captives, 

And the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 
3 To proclaim the year of mercy from Jehovah, 
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e from our God ; 

8 To give gladness to the mourners in Zion ; 

To give them a beautiful crown instead of ashea, 

The oil of joy for mourning, 

The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness, 

So that they shall be called blessed terebinth-trees. 

The plantation of Jehovah for his glory. 
4 They shall build up the old ruins ; 

They shall raise up the ancient desolations ; 

They shall repair the cities laid waste. 

The desolations of many generations. 
6 Strangers shall stand up and feed your flocks, 

And the sons of the alien shall be your ploughmen and 
vine-dressers ; 

6 But ye shall be named (ho priests of Jehovah, 
Men shall eall you the ministers of o»r God. 
Ye shall eat the riches of the nations. 

And in fheir glory shall ye make your boast. 

7 For your shame shall ye have a double reward ; 
And for ignominy ye shall rejoice in your portion; 
Therefore in your land ye slwll possess double; 
Everlasting joy shall be your portion. 

8 For I, Jehovah, love justice, 
I bate I'apine and iniquity, 

I will give them their reward with faithfulness, 
And an everlasting covenant will I make with them. 

9 Their race shall be illustrious among the nations, 
And their oflspring among the people; 

All that sec tliem shall acknowledge 

That they are a race which Jehovah hath blessed. 

10 " I will greatly rejoice in Jehovah ; 
My soul shall exult in my God ; 

For he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
He hath covered me with the mantle of deliverance. 
As the bridegroom deckeih himself with his turban, 
And as the bride adorneth herself with her jewels." 

11 For as the earth putteih forth her shoots, 

And as a garden causeth its plants to spring forth, 

So shall the Loi-d Jehovah cause salvation to spring forth, 

And praise before all the nations. 
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Tha reafomtion una glory of Israel. — Ch. LXIL 

1 For Zion's sake I will not keep silence, 
And for Jerusalem's sake 1 will not rest, 

Until her deliverance break forth like the shining licht. 
And hev salvation like a blazing torch. 

2 Then shall the nations see thy prosperity, 
And all the kings thy glory ; 

Thou shalt be called by a new name. 
Which the mouth of Jehovah shall give thee. 

3 Thou shalt be o beautiful crown in the hand of Jehovah, 
A royal diadem in the hand of thy God. 

i Ko more shalt thou be called the Desolate, 
And thy land, the Forsaken. 
But thou shalt be named My-delight-is-in-hor, 
And thy land the wedded Matron. 
For Jehovah shall delight in thee, 
And thy laud shall be married. 

5 For as a young man wcddeth a virgin, 
So shall thy children wed thee. 

And as a bridegroom rejoiceth in his hride. 
So shall thy Gfod rejoice in thee. 

6 Upon thy walls, Jerusalem, have I set watchmen ; 
All the day, and all the night, shall they not keep silence ; 
O ye that pi'aise Jehovah, keep not silence, 

7 And give him no rest, 

Until he establish Jerusalem, and make her a praise in 
the earth I 

8 Jehovah hath sworn by bis right hand, and Ms mighty 

No more will I give thy com to fee food for thine enemies, 
Nor shall the sons of the stranger drink thy wine, for 
which Ihou hast labored. 

9 But they that reap the harvest shall eat it. 
And praise Jehovah ; 

And they that gather the vintage shall drink it, 
In my holy courts. 
10 Pass ye, pass ye through the gates ; 
Prepare the way for the people ; 
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Cast ye up, cast je up the highway. 

Clear it from tiie stoDes ; 

Lift up on high a staudiird for the tribes! 

11 Behold, Jehovah proclaimeth to the end of the earth: 

" Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy DoHvorer 

Cometh ! 
Behold, bis reward is with him, and his recompense before 

12 They shall be called, The holy people, The redeemed ot 

Jehovah. 
And thou shalt be called, Tho Sought out, 
. The Not forsaken City. 



The destruction of Edom. — Ch. LXIII, 1 - 6. 
The People. 

1 Who is this that cometh from Edom? 
In scarlet garments from Bozrah ? 
This that is glorious in his apparel. 
Proud in the greatness of his strength ? 

Jdiosah. 
I that prodaim deliverance. 
And am mighty to save. 

The People. 

2 Wherefore is thine apparel red. 

And thy garment like those of one that treadeth the wine. 



8 I have trodden the wine-vat alone. 

And of the nations there was none with me. 

And I trod them in mine anger. 

And I trampled them in my fury. 

So that their life-blood was sprinkled upon my garments. 

And I have stained all my apparel. 
4 For the day of vengeance was in my heart, 

And the year of my deliverance was come. 
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5 And I looked, and there waa none to help, 
And I wondered, that there was none to uplioH ; 
Tlierefore my own arm wrought salvation for me. 
And my fury, it sustained me. 

6 I trod down the nations in my anger; 
I crushed thera in my fury, 

Aud spilled their blood upon the ground, 

a 2. 



7 I WILL celebrate the mercy of Jehovah, the glory of 

Jehovah, 
According to all that he hath done for us ; 
His great goodness to the house of Israel, 
"Which he hath bestowed on it in his tender mercy, and 

his great kindness. 

8 He said, Truly they are my people ; 
Children that will iiol be false ; 

So he was their deliverer. 

9 In all tiieir straits they had no distress ; 
An angel of his presence saved them; 

la his love and compassion he redeemed them, 

He took them up and bore them all the days of old. 

10 But they rebelled, and grieved his holy spirit; 
Then did he cliange himself into their enemy ; 
He himself fought against them. 

11 Then remembei-ed his people the ancient days, the days 

of Moses, [saying,] 
Where is he that brought ihem up from the sea with the 

shepherd of his flock ? 
Where is he that put his holy spirit within him? 

12 That caused his glorious arm to accompany the right hand 

of Moses, 
That divided the water before them. 
To make to himself an everlasting name ? 

13 That led them through, the deep, 

As a horse through a desert, without stumbling ? 

14 As the herd descendeth into the valley. 
The spirit of Jehovah led them to resL 
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So didst tliou load thy people, 

To make for thyselfa glorious name. 

15 Look down from heaven, and behold from thy holy and 

glorious habitation ! 
"Where is t!iy zeal and thy might ? 
Thy pity and compassion for me, are tliey restrained? 

16 Thou, surely, art our fether; 
Abraham is ignorant of us, 
And Israel knowetli us not. 
Thou, Jehovah, art our father; 
Our deliverer wast thou of old. 

17 Why, O Jehovah, dost thou suffer us to wander from thy 

And harden our hearts against thy fear ? 
Return, for thy servants' sake, 
The tribes of thine inheritance! 

18 But a little while did thy holy people possess the laud ; 
Then our enemies trampled upon thy sanctuary. 

19 It has been with us as if thou hadst never ruled over us, 
As if we had not been called by thy name. 

1 that thou wouldst rend the heavens, and eorao down ; 
Tliat the mountains might tremble at thy presence, 

2 As fire kindletb the dry stubble, 
As Are cause tli water to boil, 

To make known thy name to thine adversaries. 
That the nations might tremble at thy presence ; 

3 As thou once didst wonderful things, which we looked not 

for, 
And earnest down, so that the mountains trembled at thy 
presence. 

4 For never have men heard, nor perceived by the car, 
Nor hath eye seen, a God beside thee. 

Who doeth such things for those that trust in him. 
6 Thou art the friend of those who joyfully do rightcoiis- 

Those who remember thee in thy ways. 
Behold, thou art angry, and we are punished ; 
Long doth the punishment endure, before we are delivered. 
6 We are all of us an unclean thing ; 
Like a filthy gannent is all our righteousness ; 
We are all withered like a 'leaf. 
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And our sins, liko a storm, have blown us away. 

7 There is none that calleth upon thy name. 
That stirreth himself up to deave to thee ; 
For thou hidest thy face from us, 

And lettest us perish by our iniquities. 

8 But now, Jehovah, tbou art our father ; 
We are the clay, and thou hast formed us; 
We are all of us the work of thy hands. 

9 Be not wroth, O Jehovah, (o the uttermost, 
Kor lemember our iniquity forever! 

BehoM, look upon us, we beseech thee, we are all 

10 Thy holy cities have become a wilderness ; 

Ziou is become a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation. 
H Our holy and glorious house, 

Where our fathers praised thee, 

Is bumed witi) fire. 

And all our precious things are laid waste. 
12 Wilt thou contain thyself at these things, O Jehovah, 

Wilt thou keep silence, and still grievously afflict us ? 

23. 



luB shall be gloriously dollvered. — Ch. 7,XV., LX\ 

1 1 HAVE heard those that made no supplication ; 
I have been found by those who sought me not ; 
I said, Here I am, here I am, 

To a people that called not upon my name. 

2 I have spread out my hands all the day 
To a rebellious people. 

That walketh in an evil way, 

According to their own devices ; 
8 To a people that provoke me to my face continually ; 

That sacrifice in gardens, 

And burn incense on tiles ; 
4 That sit in sepulchres. 

And lodge in caverns ; 

That eat swine's flesh, 

And have broth of unclean things in their vessels ; 
e Who yet say : Stand by thyself I come not near to me. 
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For I am holier than thou ! 
These are a amoke in my nose, 
A iii'e that burneth continually. 

6 Beliold, it stands recorded before me; 

I will not keep silence, but will requite ; 
I will requite it into their bosoms ; 

7 Your iniquities, and the iniquities of your fathers togethei, 

saith Jehovah, 
Who burnt incense on the mountains. 
And dishonored me on the hills, 

I will pour the full recompense of their former deeds into 
their bosom. 

S Thus saith Jehovah : 

As when juice is found in a cluster, 

Men say, " Destroy it not, for a blessing is in it " ; 

So will I do, for the sake of my servants, and will not de- 
stroy the whole ; 
9 I will cause a st*m to spring forth itoxa Jacob, 

And from Judah a possessor of my mountains ; 

My chosen shall possess the land. 

And my servants shall dwell there. 

10 And Sharon shall be a fold for flocks. 

And the valley of Achor a reating-piace for hei-ds, 
For my people that have sought me. 

11 But ye, who have forsaken Jehovah, 
And have forgotten my holy mountain, 
That prepare a table for Fortune, 
And fill the cup for Destiny, 

12 Yourselves do I destine to the sword, 

Aud all of you shall bow down before the slaughter; 

Because I called, and ye answered not, 

I spake, and ye would not hear, 

Bui did that which is evil in my sight. 

And chose that in which I had no delight 

13 Therefore thus saith the Lord Jehovah : 

Behold, my servants shall eat, and ye shall he hungry ; 
Behold, my servants shall drink, and ye shall be thirsty ; 
Behold, my servants shall rejoice, and ye shall be con- 
founded ; 

14 Behold, my servants shall sing for gladness of heart, 
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But ye shall shriek for sorrow of heart, 
And howl for anguish of spii-it. 

15 And ye shall leave your name for a curee to my chosen, 
And the Lord Jehovah shall slay you ; 

But his servants will he call by another name. 

16 Whoso blesseth himself in the land 
Shall bless by the true God ; 

And lie that eweareth in the land shall swear by the true 

God; 
For the former troubles are forgotten, 
And they are hid from mine eyes. 
IT For behold ! I create new heavens, and a new eartli ; 
T!ie former ones shall not be remembered, 
Nor shall they be brought to mind any more. 

18 But ye shaU be glad and exult forever 
Id that which I create ; 

For behold! I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, 
And her people a joy. 

19 And I will esult in Jerusalem, 
And rejoice in my people ; 

No more shall be heard therein 

The voice of weeping and the cry of distress, 

20 There shall not be there an infant child, nor an old man 
That hath not filled the measure of Jiis years ; ' 
For he that dieth a hundred years old shall die a youth, 
And the smner dying a hundred years old shall be held 



21 They shall build houses, and inhabit them ; 

They shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them; 

22 They shall not build, and another inhabit; 
They shall not plant, and another eat; 

For as the days of a tree shall be the days of my people 
Tea, long shall my chosen enjoy the work of their hands 

23 They shall not lalwr in vain, 

Nor bring forth children for early death ; 
For they are a race blessed by Jehovah, 
And their offspring shall remain to them. 

24 Before they call, I will answer; 

And while they are yet speaking, I will hear 

25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed togethei. 
And the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
And dust shall be the food of the serpent 
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They shall not hurt, nor destroy, in all my holy moHiitiiiD, 
Saith Jehovah. 

1 Thus saith Jehovah ; 
Heaven is my throne, 

And the earth luy footstool ; 

Where is the house that ye can build me, 

And where is the place of my rest? 

2 For all these things hath my hand made ; 
By it do all these things exist, saith Jehovab. 
But to this man will I look, 

Even to him who is humble and of a contj-ite spirit. 
And who trembleth at my word. 

8 He that slayeth an ox killeth a man ; 
He tliat saci-iiieeth a lamb beheadeth a dog; 
He that maketh an oblation offereth swiue's blood; 
He that burueth incense blesseth an idol. 

Yea, they have chosen their own ways, 
And in their abominations their souls delight. 
i I also will choose their calamities ; 
What they dread I will bring upon them; 
Because I called, and no one answered, 
I Bpake, and they did not hear ; 
But they did what is evil in my sight. 
And chose that in which I have no delight. 

6 Hear the word of Jehovah, 
Te that tremble at his word I 
Your brethren that hate you. 
And thrust you out for my name's sake, have said, 
" May Jehovah be glorified, that we may see your joy ! " 
But they shall be confounded. 

6 A voice of tumult from the city ! 
A voice from the temple ! 

The voice of Jehovah, rendering recompense to his eiie- 

7 Before she was in travail, she brought forth. 
Before her pangs can^e, she was delivered of a son. 

8 Who hath heard such a thing? Who hath seen such 
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Is a counfry brought forth in a day? 

Js a nation boni at once? 

For as soon aa Zion was in travail, she brought forth her 

children. 
9 Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to bring forth, 

saith Jehovah j 
Shall I, who beget, restrain the birth ? saith tliy God. 

10 Eejoice ye with Jerusalem, 

And exult for her, all ye that love her ! 

Be very joyful with her, all ye that mourn for her! 

11 That ye may suck, and be satisfied, from the breast of her 

consolations. 
That ye may suck and be delighted with the fulness of 
her glory. 

J2 For thus saith Jehovali : 

Behold, I will bring prosperity to lier like a river. 

And tlie wealth of the nations like an overHowiug stream ; 

Ye shall suck at the breast. 

Ye aiiall be carried on the arm. 

And on the knees sliall ye be dandled. 

13 As one whom his mother coraforteth. 
So will I comfort you ; 

And in Jerusalem shall ye be comforted. 

14 Ye shall see, and your heart shall rejoice, 

And your bones shall flourish like a green plant. 

And the hand of Jehovah shall be manifested to hia aer- 

vanis, 
And be moved with indignation against his enemies. 

15 For behold, Jehovah cometh with fire. 
Like a whirlwind are hia chariots, 

To breathe forth his anger in a glowing heat, 
And his i-ebuke in flames of fire. 

16 For with (ire will Jehovah contend, 
And with his sword, with all flesh, 
And many shall be the slain of Jehovah. 

17 They who sanctify and purify themselves in the groves, 
Following one in the midst, 

Who eat swine's flesh, and the abomination, and the mouse. 
They shall all perish together, saith Jehovah. 

18 For I know their works, and their tlioughts ; 

The time cometh to gather all nations and tongues to- 
gether ; 
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They shall come, and beliold my glory. 
19 And I will gire a siga among tliem, 

And of those that eswipe I will send to tl:e nations, 

To Tarsliish, Phul, and Lud, who draw the bow, to Tubal 
and Javan, 

To the distant coasts, who never heard my name, 

And wbo never saw my glory ; 

And they shall declare ray glory among the nations, 
ao And they shall bring all your brethren 

From all the nations, an offering to Jehovah, 

Upon horses, and In chariots, and in litters, and upon 
mules and dromedaries, 

To my holy mountain, Jerusalem, saith Jehovah, 

As the sons of Israel bring their gifts 

In pure vessels to the house of Jeiiovah. 

21 And of them will I also take 

For priests and for Levites, saith Jehovah. 

22 For as the new heavens. 

And the new earth, which I make, 
Endure before me, saith Jehovah, 
So shall your race and your name endure. 

23 And it shall be, from new moon to new moon. 
And from sabbath to sabbath. 

That all flesh shaU come and worship before me, saith Je- 
hovah. 

24 Then shall they go forth and see 

The dead bodies of the men that rebelled against me; 

For their worm shall not die. 

And Iheir flre shall not be quenched. 

And they shall be an abhorrence to all flesh. 
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M I C A H . 



1 The word of Jehovah, wliicli camo to Micah, the Moras- 
thite, in the days of Jotham, Aliaz, and Hezekiah, kiri^rs 
of Judah ; which waa revealed to him concerDing Judah 
and Jerusalem. 

I. 



idolatry. — Ch. I. 3 - 16. 

2 Hear, all ye nations. 

Give ear, earth, and all that is therein ! 

The Lord, Jehovah, appeareth as a witoesa against yon. 

The Lord from his holy palace. 

3 Behold, Jehovah cometh forth from his dwelling-place; 
He cometh down, and advanceth upon the high places of 

the earth. 
i The mountains melt under him, 
And the valleys cleave asunder, 
Like was before the fire. 
Like waters poured down a steep place. 

5 For the transgression of Jacob is all this. 
And for the sin of the house of Israel. 

Where is the transgression of Jacob ? Is it not at Sama- 
ria? 

And where are the high places of Judah ? Are they not 
at Jerusalem? 

6 Therefore will I make Samaria a heap of stones in the 
field, 



A place for the planting of a vineyard ; 
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I will pour down Lei' stones into the valley. 
And lay bare her foundations. 

7 All Ler graven images slmll be beaten to pieces, 

And all the hire of her harlotry shall be burned with lire, 
And all her idols will I destroy. 

For fi-om the hire of a harlot did she gather her orna- 
ments, 
And to the hire of a harlot shall they return. 

8 Therefore I will waii and howl ; 
I will go stripped and naked ; 

I will wail like the jackal. 
And mourn like the ostrich. 

9 For her wound is mortal ; 
It extendeth to Judah ; 

It reacheth to the gate of my people, even to Jerusalem. 

10 Tell it not in Gath ! weep not in Acco ! 
In Beth-Aprah roll yourselves in the dust ! 

11 Pass on, thou inhabitant of Saphir, naked and in shame I 
The inhabitant of Zaanan no more goeth out; 

The grief of Beth-Azel denieth you an abode. 

12 The inhabitant of Maroth moumeth for hia goods, 

For evil came down from Jehovah to the gates of Jerasa- 

13 Bind the chariot to the courser, O inhabitant of Laehish ! 
Thou wast the beginning of sin to the daughter of Zionj 
In thee were found the ti-ansgreasions of Israel. 

U Therefore shalt thou resign the possession of Moresheth of 
Gath ! 

The houses of Achzib shall disappoint the kings of Israel. 
IB A possessor will I bring to thee, inhabitant of Mareshah ; 

The glory of Israel shall flee to Adullam. 
16 Make thyself bald, cut off thy locks, for the children of thy 

Enlarge thy baldness like tlie eagle ; 

For they have gone from thee into captivity. 
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1 Woe to them that devise iniquitj, 
And contrive evil upon their beds ; 
When the morning is light, they practise it, 
Because it is in the power of their hand. 

2 They covet fields, and take them by violence; 
Houses, and take them from their owners. 
They defraud a man of his house; 

Yea, a man of his inheritance. 

3 Therefore, thus saith Jehovah : 

Behold, ugaiust this race do I meditate evil. 

Prom which ye shall not remove your necks, nor lift up 

your heads ; 
For it shall be a time of evil. 

4 In tliat day shall this song be uttered concei-niu" tliee. 
And this aad lamentation be made : ° 

" We are u tteriy laid waste ; 
He hath changed the portion of my people ; 
How hath he torn it from me ! 
He hath taken away and distributed our fields." 
B Behold, thou shalt have no one henceforth 
Who shall draw out a line for a portion, 
In the congregation of Jehovah. 

6 " Prophesy not," [say they,] " ye that prophesy ! " 
It they prophesy not concerning these things, 

The shame will not depart. 

7 ye that are called the house of Jacob, 
Is the spirit of Jehovah impatient? 
Are these his doings ? 

Are not my words kind to him that walkoth uprightly ? 

8 But long since hath my people risen against me, aa an 

enemy ; 
Te strip the mantle from the earraent of those that pass 
by securely, as men returning; from war. 

9 The women of my people ;-e cast out fiom tlieir pleasant 
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Ye deprive their otildrcn forever of tlic glory wlaicli I 

10 Arise and depart 

This land is DOt your rest ! 

Oa account of ils pollution shall it bo wasted, 

And given to utter destruction. 
n If a mau follow wind, and invent falsehood, and say, 

" I will prophesy to thee of wine and strong drink ! " 

He will bo the prophet for this people. 

12 Yet will I fully gather thee, Jacob, 

I will surely assemble the residue of Israel ! 
I will put them together like sheep in a fold; 
Like a flock in their fold shall they be in a tumult on ac- 
count of the multitude of men, 

13 He that forceth a way goeth before them; 
They force their way, and pass through tlie gale, 
And go forth by it; 

And their king goeth before them, 
Even Jehovah at the head of them. 



1 I ALSO said : 

Hear, ye heads of Jacob, 

And ye leaders of the house of Israel ! 

Is it not for you to administer justice ? 

2 But ye hate what is good, and love what is evil ; 
Ye tear from men their skiu, 

Yea, their flesh from their bones ; 
8 Ye devour the flesh of my people. 

And strip them of their skin, 

And break their bones, 

And cut them in pieces, as for the pot. 

And as flesh for the caldron ? 
4 Then shall they cry to Jehovah, 

But he will not hear them ; 
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Yea, at that time will he hide ilia face from tliem. 
Because they have done iniquity. 

5 Thus saith Jehovah eoncerning the prophets, who de- 

ceive my people, 
Who, wliile they bite with their teoth, proclaim peace. 
But who, it'ooe fill not their mouths, prepare war against 

6 Therefore shall night come upon you, so that ye shall have 

And darkness, so that ye shall not divine ; 
The sun shall go down upon the prophets, 
And the day shall be dark to them. 
T Then shall the seers be ashamed, and the divinere con- 
founded, 
So that all of them shall hide their faces, 
Because there is no answer from God. 
8 But I ara full of power, even of the spirit of Jehovah ; 
Full of uprightness and courage, 
To declare to Jacob his transgression, 
And to Israel his sin. 
6 O hear this, ye heads of the house of Jacob, 
And ye leaders of the house of Israel, 
Who abhor justice, 
And pervert all equity, 
10 Who build up Zion with blood. 

And Jerusalem with iniquity! 
It Her heads judge for reward. 
And her priests teach for hire, 
And her prophets divine for money, 
And yet ihey lean upon Jehovah, saying, 
" Is not Jehovah in the midst of us ? 
No evil can come upon us." 
12 Tlierefore because of you shall Zion be ploughed as a field, 
And Jerusaleni hecoma heaps of stones, 
And the mountam of the temple like the heights of a 
forest 



Hcssdb, Google 



A glorions ftitare promised alter the exile at Babylon. — Ch. iV- — V. 1, 

1 But it shall come to pass in the Jast days 

That the mountain of the house of Jehovah shall he estab- 
lished at the head of the mountaina. 
And exalted above the htlla ; 
And the nations shall flow to it. 

2 And manj nations shall go, saying, 

" Come, let ns go up to the mountain of Jehovah, 

To the bouse of the God of Jacob, 

That he may teach us his ways, 

And that we may walk in his paths ! " 

For from Zion shall go forth a law, 

And the word of Jehovah from Jerusalem. 

3 He shall be a judge of many natioiw, 
And an umpire of many kingdoms afar off. 
They shall beat their swords inlo ploughshares, 
And their spears into pruning-hooks ; 

Nation shall not lift up the sword against nation. 

Neither shall they learn war any move. 
i But they shall sit every one under his vine. 

And under his fig-tree. 

And none shall make them afraid ; 

The mouth of Jehovah of hosts hath spoken it. 
6 Though all the nations walk every one in the name of ita 
God, 

Yet will we walk in the name of Jehovah our God f<ir 

6 In that day, saith Jehovah, I will gather the halting^ 
And the far scattered I will assemble, 

And those whom I have afflicted, 

7 I will make the halting a remnant. 
And the far scattered a strong nation ; 

And Jeliovah shnll reign over them in mount Zion, 
Henceforth, even forever. 

8 And thou, O tower of ihe flocli, 

O hill of the daughter of Zion, to thee it shall come. 

To thee shall come the foi'mer domininn, 

Kveu the kingdom of the daughter of Jejusalem. 
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9 And now why dost thou cry aloud? 
Js there no king within thee ? 
Have thy counsellors perished, 

That pangs have taien hold of thee, as of a woman ia 
travail ? 

10 Tea, writhe, and be in anguish, daughter of Zion, like a 

woman in ti-avail ! 
For now slialt tbou go forth from tlie city, and dwell in 

the Md; 
Thou Shalt go even to Babylon ; 
Yet there shalt thou be delivered, 
Jehovah will redeem thee from the hand of thine enemies. 

11 Now many nations gather themselves against thee, 
"Who say, Let her be polluted. 

And let our eyes gaze upon Zion ! 

12 But they know not the thoughts of Jehovah, 
And understand not his purpo?es ; 

For he gathereth them as sheaves into the thrasliing-floor. 

13 Arise and thrash, daughter of Zion ! 
For I will make thy horns iron. 
And thy hoofs hi'ass ; 

Thou shah beat in pieces many nations, 

And thou shalt devote their spoils to Jehovah, 

Their substance to the Lord of tlio whole earth. 

1 Yet now gather yourselves in troops, people of troops ! 
They lay siego against us ; 
With a rod they smite the cheek of the judge of Israel. 



e prosperity to Jndali. — Ch. V. 



! Bdt thou, Bethlehem Ephra.tah, 
Who art small to be among the thousands of Judah, 
Out of thee shall he come forth for me to be ruler in Israel, 
Whose origin is from the ancient aiie, from the days of 
old! 
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8 But He [Jehovah] shall deliver them up, 

Until she that bringeth forth hath brought forth; 

Then shall the residue of his brethren return to the chil- 
dren of IsraeL 
4 He shall stand and rule in the strength of JoJiovah, 

In the majesty of Jehovah, hia God ; 

And they shali dwell in security, 

For ho shall be great even to the ends of the earth. 
6 And he shall be peace. 

When the Assyrian shall come inlo our land, 

To trample upon our palaces, 

Then shall we raise ag^nst him seven shepherds. 

And eight leaders of the people, 
I And they shall devour the land of Assyria with the sword, 

The land of Nimrod within her gates. 

Thus shall he deliver us from the Assyrian, when ho com- 
eth into our land. 

And treadeth in our borders. 
J The residue of Jacob shall be in the midst of many na- 

As the dew which coraeth from Jehovah, 

As drops of rain upon the grass. 

Which tarrieth not for man, 

Nor waiteth for the sons of men. 
* The residue of Jacob shall he among the nations. 

In the midst of many kingdoms. 

As a lion among the beasts of the forest. 

As a young lion among flocks of sheep, 

Who, when he assaulteth, treadeth down and feareth, and 
none call deliver, 
I Thy hand shall be lifted up over thine adversaries, 

And all thine enemies shall be destroyed ! 

•d It shall come to pass in that day, saith Jehovah, 
That I will destroy thy horses fnjm the midst of thee, 
And I will consume thy chariots ; 

11 I will destroy the fortified cities of thy land. 
And throw down all thy strongholds j 

12 I will destroy sorceries from thy borders, 
And soothsayers shall not be with thee. 

13 1 will destroy thy giaven images and thy statues from tho 

midst of thee. 
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And tboit shalt no more bow dowu to tbe work of thint 
hands; 

14 I will root out thy Aatartes from the midst of thee, 
And I will destroy thy fortified cities ; 

15 And I will execute vengeance in anger and in fury 
Upon the nations whicli have not hearkened to me. 



VI. 

Controversy of Jeliovali with his people. — On, VI. 1-8. 

1 Heak ye what Jeliovah saith ! 

Arise, contend thou before the mountains, 
And let the liilla hear thy voice ! 

2 Hear, ye mountains, the controversy of Jehovah ! 
Hear, ye strong foundations of the earth ! 

For Jehovah hath a controversy with his people ; 
He contendeth with Israel. 

8 " my people, what have I done to thee. 

And wherein have I offended thee ? 

Testify against me ! 
4 I brought thee up from the land of Egypt, 

And from the house of boDdage I ledeemed thee; 

I sent Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, to go before thee, 
6 O my people, remember what Balak the kmg of Moab 
devised. 

And what Balaam, the son of Beor. answered him, 

What happened from Shittim to Giljral, 

That ye may know the mercies of Jehovah." 

6 Wherewith shall I come before Jehovah, 
And how myself before ihe most high God? 
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings. 
With calves of a year old ? 

7 Will Jehovah be pleased with thousands of rams, 
Or with tea thousands of rivers of oil ? 

Shall 1 give my first-born for the ain of my soul, 
The fruit of my body for my transgression? 
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g He hath showed thee, man, what is good ; 
"What doth Jehovah require of thee, 
But to do justly, and to love mercy, 
Aud to walk humbly before thy God ? 



Woe and destruction threatened on aeconnt ef injustice and oppression. — 
Ch. VI. 9 - 16. 

9 Tup. voice of Jehovah ciiefh to the city, 
And the man of wisdom will discern ihee ; 
Hear ye the rod, and who hath threatened it ! 
10 Are there not yet in the houses of the unrighteous the 
treasures of iniquity, 
And t!ie scanty measure, which is abominable ? 
il Shall I count her pure with the wicked balances. 
And with the bag of deceitful weights ? 

12 For her rich men are full of violence, 
And her inhabitants speak Ilea, 

And their tongue is deceitful in their mouth. 

13 Therefore will I sorely smite thee, 

And make thee de?oJate on account of thy sins. 

14 Thou shalt eat and not be satisfied, 
And liunger shall be within thee. 
Tliou shalt remove, but shalt not save, 

And what thou savest will I give up to the sword. 

15 Tlion ahalt sow, but shaft not reap ; 

Thou shalt tread the olives, but shalt not anoint thde 

with oil. 
And the grapes, but shalt not drink the wine. 

16 For ye keep the statutes of Omri, 

And all the works of the house of Ahab, 

And walk in their devices ; 

Therefore will I make thee a desolation, 

And thine inhabitants a derision; 

And ye shall bear the reproach of my people. 
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The Binnll nuinbur of rigfileous men in tiie nation. — Ch. VC, 1 - B. 

1 Woe is lael I live where tlie summer fruits are gath- 

And the vintage is gleaned ; 
There is no cluster to eat; 
I long for the first-ripe fig. 

2 The good man is perished from the land, 
And there is none upiight among men. 
They all lie in wait for blood ; 

Every one hnnteth his brother with a net. 

3 Their hands ai-e diligent for evil; 
The prince asketh a bribe. 

And the judge decideth for money ! 

Thegi-eafc man giveth judgment according to his desire; 

They conspire to pervert juatiee. 

4 The best of them is like a brier ; 

The most uprigfit of them is sharper than a thorn-hedge. 

The day of recompense, announced by thy watchmen, 
cometh ; 

Then shall come their perplexity. 
e Trust ye not in a friend ! 

Put no confidence in a guide ! 

From her that lieth in thy bosom 

Keep the doors of thy mouth ! 
6 For the son dishonoreth his father, 

The daughter riseth up against her mother, 

And the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law ; 

The inmates of a man's house are his foes. 



IX. 

)eand promiBOof future deli vorance sail prosperity. — Ch. VII. 7-2* 



'> I WILL look to Jehovah ; 
t will hope in the God of my salvation ; 
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My God will hoar me. 

8 Itejoice not over rae, O my enemy ! 
Though I have fallen, I shall arise ; 
Though I sit in darkness, 
Jehovah will be my light 

9 I will bear the indignation of Jehovah, 
Because 1 have sinned against him, 

Until he mfuntain my cause, and execute judgment for 

Until he hring me to the light, 
And I behold his mercy, 

10 She that is my enemy shall see it, and shame shall cover 

That said to me, Where is Jehovah thy God ? 

Mine eyes shall gaze upon her ; 

Soon shall she be trodden down, as the mire of the streets, 

11 The day cometh when thy walls are to he built ; 
In that day shall the decree be far removed. 

la In that day shall they come to thee 

From Assyria, and the cities of Egypt, 

And from Egypt to the river, 

From, sea to sea, from mountain to mountain. 
13 Bat first the land shall be desolate on account of its in- 
habitants. 

For the fruit of their doings. 

J4 Feed thy people with thy crook. 
The flock of thine inheritance, 

That dwell solitarily in the forest in the midst of Carmel ! 
Let them feed in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of old. 

15 As in the day when thou camest from Egypt, 
So will I show thee wonders. 

16 The nations shall see, and be ashamed of all their might: 
They shall lay their hands upon their mouths ; 

Their ears shall be deaf. 

17 They shall lick the dust like the serpent ; 

Like the creeping things of the earth, they shall come 

trembling from their strongholds ; 
To Jehovah our God shall they come with awe, 
And shall fear on account of thee. 
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18 Who is a God like thee, that pardonctli iniquity and 
pa=seth by transgression, 

In the remnant of his inheritance? 

He retaineth not Lis anger forever, 

For he deligljteth in mercy- 
IB He will again have compassion on us, 

He will blot out our iniijuiliea ; 

Yea, thou wUt cast all our sins into the depths of the sea 
20 Thou wilt show faithfulness to Jacob, 

And mercy to Abraham, 

Which thou awarest to our fathers-from the days of old. 
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1 The prophecy concerning Nineveh. Tho book of the 

prophecy of Nahum, the Elkosliite. 

The siege and destruction of Kineveii. — Ch. I. — III. 
1. 

2 Jbhotah is a jealous God, and an avenger; 
Jehovah is an avenger, and fuIJ of wrath ! 
Jehovah taketh vengeance on his adversaries, 
And keepeth indignation for hia enemies ! 

5 Jehovah is slow to anger, but great in power j 
He will by no means clear the guilty ; 
Jehovah cometh in the whirlwind and the storm. 
And the clouds are the dust of his feet. 

4 He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, 

And drieth up all the rivers. 

Baehan languisheth, and Carmel, 

And the flower of Lebanon languisheth 
fi The mountains tremble before him. 

And the hiDa melt ; 

The earth is moved at his presence. 

Yea, the world and all that dwell therem 

6 Who can stand before his indignation 

Aud who can abide before tlie flercLuess of hia anger? 
Hia fury is poured out like hie 
And the rocks are cast down hy him I 

7 Jehovah is good, 

A stronghold in the day of trouble ; 
He careth for them that trust in him ; 
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8 But with an overwhelming flood will lie make a full e 

of her pla,ce, 
And darkness shall pui-sue his enemies. 

9 What do ye meditate against Jehovah? 
He will make a full end ; 

Not the second time shall the calamity come. 

10 For while they are entangled like thoms, 
And like those that are drunk with wine. 
They shall be devoured as stubble fully dry. 

11 Fi'om thee Iiath gone forth one tliat devised evil agaii 

Jehovah ; 
That meditated destruction. 

12 Thus saith Jehovah : 

Though they be flourishing, and likewise many, 

Yet shall they be cut down, and pass away ; 

I have afflicted thee, but I will afflict thee no more. 

13 For now will I break his yoke from off thee, 
And will burst thy bonds in sunder. 

14 And concerniiig thee hath Jehovah given command. 
That thy name shall no more be sown. 

From the house of thy god I will cut olf the graven ii 

age and the molten image ; 
I will make thy grave ; for thou hast become vile ! 



15 Behold upon the mountains the feet of him that bring- 
eth good tidings, 
That publisheth peace ! 

Keep, Judah, thy feasts, perform thy vows ! 
Forno more shall the destroyer pass through theej 
He is utterly consumed. 

1 The ravager cometh up against thee, [0 Nineveh !] 
Guard the fortress ; watch the way ; 

Gird up the loins ; confirm the strength. 

2 For Jehovah restoreth the glory of Jacob, 
As the glory of Israel ; 

For the wasters have wasted them. 
And destroyed their brandies. 
8 The shields of his mighry men are red ; 
His warriors are clothed in crimson; 
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His chariots glitter with the fire of steel in the day of hia 

preparation. 
And the spears are brandished. 

4 The chariots rave in the streets ; 
They run to and fro in the brrtad ways; 
Their appearance is like torches ; 
They rua like lightnings. 

5 He calleth for his mighty men ; 
Thay stumble on their way; 
They hasten lo the wall ; 

But the mantelet is prepared, 

6 The gates of rivers are opened. 
And the palace laelteih away. 

7 Huzznb is uncovered; she is carried away captive, 
Her maidaervaols sigh with the voice of doves, 
And smite their breasts. 

8 Nineveh was like a pool full of wafer of old ; 
Yet shall they flee away ; 

Stand ! stand 1 shall they cry ; 
But none shall look back. 

9 Seize the silver ; seize the gold ; 
There is no end to the treasures; 

There is ahuadance of all precious furniture. 
10 She hath become void, and empty, and desolate ; 
The heart mclteth, and the knees smite together; 
Pangs are in all their loins, 
And the faces of all gather blackness. 

jl Where now is the dwelling of the lions. 

And the feeding-place of the young lions, 

Where the lion and the lioness walked. 

And the lion's whelp, and none made them afraid? 
12 The Uon tore in pieces for his whelps, 

And strangled for his lionesses. 

And filled his dens with prey, 

And his lairs with ravin. 
IS Behold! I am against thee, saith Jehovah of hosts. 

And I will burn thy chariots into amoke, 

And the sword shall devour thy young lions. 

And I will cut off thy prey from the earth, 

And the voice of thy messengers shall no more be heard 
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1 Woe to the city of blood ! 

She is all full of deceit and robbery ; 
She ceaseth not from plunder, 

2 [Hark !] The noise of the whip ! 
The noise of the rattling of the wheels, 
And of the prancing horses, 

And of tlie bounding chariots I 

5 The horseman liftetli up the flame of the aword, 
And the lightning of the spear ; 

There is a multitude of the slain ; heaps of dead bodies ; 
There is no end to the carcasses ; they stumble over the 
carcasses. 
4 It is because of the many whoredoms of the harlot, 
The graceful beauty, the mistress of enchajitmenta. 
That sold nations by her whoredoms, 
Aud kingdoms by her enchantments. 

6 Behold, I am against tliee, swth Jehovali of hosts 
And I will lift up thy trail over thy face, 

And I will show the nations thy nakedness, 

And the kingdoms thy shame. 
6 And I will cast abominable filth upon thee. 

And I will dishonor thee, and make thee a gazing-stock 
T And all that see thee shall flee from thee, 

And shall say, "Nineveh is laid waste ; 

Who will bemoan her ? 

Whence shall I seek comforters for thee ? " 

8 Art thou better than No-Ammon, 

Tliat dwelt by the rivers, 

That had the waters round about her. 

Whose fortress was the sea, 

And whose wall was from the waters? 
9 Ethiopia and Egypt were her strength, a countless multi 
tude; 

Phut and Lybia were thy helpers ! 
10 Yet was she carried away ; she went into captivity ; 

Her children were dashed in pieces at the head of all the 

For her honorable men tliey cast Iota, 
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And all her great men were bound in cliains, 

11 Thou also shalt drink to the full ; 
Thou, too, shall be hidden ; 

Thou shalt seek a refuge from the enemy ! 

12 All thy strong-holds shall be like fig-trees with the first 

ripe figs ; 
If they be shaken, tliey fall into the mouth of the eater. 

13 Behold, thy people shall be women in tlie midst of thee ; 
The gates of thy land shall be set wide open to thine ene- 

The fire shall devour thy bars. 

14 Draw thee water for the siege, 
Fortify thy strongholds. 

Go into the clay, and tread the mortar; 
Repair the brick-kiln ! 

15 Then shall the fire devour thee ; 
The sword shall cut thee off, 

It shall devour thee like the locust; 

Though thou art increased like the locusts, 

Though thou art increased like the thick locusts. 
IS Thy merchants have been more numerous than the sfars 
of heaven ; 

The locusts spread themselves and fly away. 
17 Thy princes are like locusts, 

And thy captains like swarms of locusts, 

Whioh encamp in the hedges in the time of cold ; 

Bat when the sun ariseth, they flee away, 

And the place is not known where they are. 
)8 Thy shepherds slumber, king of Assyria ! 

Thy nobles take their rest. 

Thy people are scattered on the mountains, and none 
gatheretb them, 
19 Thy bruise is incurable ; 

Thy wound is mortal. 

All that hear of thoe shall clap their hands over thee ; 

For upon whom hath not thy wickedness passed continu- 
ally? 
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ZEPHANIAH. 



IXSCRIPTIOK. 

I The wonl of Jehovah, which came to Zephaniah, the son 
of CAishi, the son of Gedaliali. the son of Amariah, the 
son of Hizkiah, in the days of Josiah, the son of Amoii, 
kingof Judah. 

I 



a I wiLi, utterly consume all things from the face of the 
land, saith Jehovah ; 

3 I will coosume man and heast ; 

I will consume the hirds of heaven, and the fishes of the 

And the stumbling-blocks with the wicked ; 
And I will cMt off man irom the face of the Jand, eaith 
Jehovah. 

4 I will sti-etch out my hand over Judah, 
And over all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 

And I will cut off from this pJace the residue of Baal, 

The name of the idol-sacrifieers with the priests, 
6 And those who bow themselves on the house-tops to the 
host of heaven, 

And those who bow themselves and swear by Jehovah, 

And also swear by their idol, 
6 And those that turn hack from Jehovah, 

And those that seek not Jehovah, nor inquire for him. 

T Be silent before the Lord Jehovah ! 
Por the day of Jehovah is near ; 
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For Jehovah hath prepared a sacrifice ; 
He hath appointed his guests. 

8 And in the day of the sacrifice of Jehovah it si lall come to 

pass 
That I will punish the princes and the sons of the king, 
And all that are clothed with foreign apparel, 

9 In that day also will I punish all that leap over the thresh- 

old, 
That fill the houses of their master with violence and de- 

10 And it shall come to pass in that day, saith Jehovah, 
That there shall be the noise of a cry from the fis!i-gat«, 
And of a howling from the other part of the city, 

And of great destruction from the hills. 

11 Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktesh I 

For all the trafficking people are cut down ; 
All they that bear silver are destroyed. 

12 And it shall come to pass at that time. 
That I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 

And I will punish the men that are settled on their lees •, 

That say in their hearts, 

"Jehovah doeth neither good nor evil." 

13 Their substance shall become a spoil, 
And their houses a desolation ; 

They shall also build houses, but not inhahit them ; 

And shall plant vineyards, but not drink the wine thereof. 

14 The day of Jehovah is near, the great day j 
It is near, and hasteth greatly ; 

The day of Jehovah shall resound ; 
Bitterly shall the mighty man cry for help. 

15 That day is a day of wrath, 
A day of distress and anguish, 

A day of destruction and desolation, 
A day of darkness and gloominess, 
A day of clouds and thick darkness, 

16 A day of the trumpet and the war-shout, 
Against the fenced cities. 

And against the high towers. 

17 And I will distress the men, so that they shall walk like 

the blind. 
Because tliuy have sinned against Jehovah, 
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And their blood shall be poured out as dust, 
And their flesh as dung. 
18 Neither their silver nor their gold sliall be able to deliver 

them in the day of the wrath of Jehovah, 
But by the fire of his indignation shall the whole land be 

devoured ; 
For destruction, and that a apeedy one, will he bring 
Upon all that dwell in the land. 

1 Search yourselves ; yea, search, 

nation without shame ! 
a Before the decree bring forth. 

Before the day come upon you like chaff; 

Before the fiei'ce anger of Jehovah come upon you. 

Before the day of the anger of Jehovah come upon you. 

3 Seek ye Jehovah, all ye lowly of the land, 
Te, who obey hts commands ! 

Seek righteousness; seek lowliness ; 

It may be that ye shall be hid in the day of Uie anger of 
Jehovah, 

4 For Gaza shall be forsaken, 
And Askelon a desolation ; 

Ashdod shall be dnven out at noonday, 
And Ekron shall be rooted up. 

5 Woe to the inhabitants of the sea-coasts, the nation of the 

Cherethites I 
This is the word of Jehovah against you, O Canaan, land 

of the Philistines: 
"I will destroy thee, that there shall be no inhabitant." 

6 And the sea-coast shall he pastures full of habitations for 

shepherds, and folds for Hocks. 

7 The coast shall be for the residue of the house of Jiidah; 
Thereon shall they feed ; 

In the houses of Askelon shall they lie down in the even- 

For Jehovah their God will look upon them, and bring 
back their captives. 

8 I have heard the reproach of Moab, 
And the revilings of the sons of Ainmon, 
With which they have reproached my peop!e. 
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And exalted themselvea against their borders. 
S Therefore, as I live, saith Jehovah of hosts, the God of 

Moab shall be as Sodom, 

And the sons of Ammon as Gomorrali, 

A possession for thorns, and a pit for salt, and a perpetual 

desolation. 
The residue of my people shall spoil them. 
And the remainder of my nation shall possess them. 

10 This shall come upon them for their pride, 

Because they have uttered reproaches, and exalted them- 
selves against the people of Jehovah of hosts. 

11 Jehovah will be terrible against them ; 

For he will destroy all tlie jiods of the earth ; 

And before him shall worship, every one from his place, 

All the islands of the nations. 

12 Ye, also, Ethiopians ! 

Ye shall be slain by my sword ! 

13 He will also stretch out his hand against the North, 
And destroy Assyria, 

And make Nineveh a desolation, 
Even dry like a desert. 

14 And flocks shall lie down in the midst of her. 
Yea, all the tribes of wild beasts ; 

The pelican and tlie hedgehog shall lodge in the capitals of 

her pillars ; 
A cry shall resound in the window ; 
Desolation shall be upon the threshold ; 
For her cedar-work shall be laid laare. 

15 This is the rejoicing city that dwelt in security. 
That said in her heart, " I, and none besides me ! " 

Now is she become a desolation, a resting-place for wild 

beasts 1 
Every one that passeth by her shall hiss, and wag his 
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Jerusalem tlirea 



A Imppy future ftirBlold. - Cii. III. 



1 Woe to her that is rebellious and polluied, 
The oppressing city ! 

2 Siie listeneth to no voice, 
She feceiveth not admonition ; 
She trusteth not in Jehovah, 

She draweth not near to her God. 

3 Her princes witliin her are roarin<r lions; 
Her judges are evening wolves; 

They reserve noihing for the morning. 

4 Her prophets are vainglorious, 
Men of treachery ; 

Her priests pollute the sanctuary. 
They riolate the law. 

6 But Jehovah is just in the midst of her ; 
He doeth no iniquity. 
Every morning bringeth he his righteousness to light ; he 

feileth noi ; ° 

Yet the wicked knoweth not shame. 

6 I have cut off nations ; their towera are destroyed ; 

I have laid waste their streets so that none passeth through ; 
Their cilies are made desolate, without a man, without an 
inhabitant. 

7 Then I said, " Surely thou wilt fear me ; thou wilt receive 

admonition. 
That thy habitation may not be cut off, 
As I have commanded concerning thee." 
But they were diligent lo commit iniquity 
In all their doings, 

8 Therefore wait for me, saith Jehovah, 
Until tlie day when I rise up to the prey. 

For my purpose is to gather the nations, to assemble the 

kingdoms, 
To pour upon them my indignation, 
Even ail the heat of my wrath. 
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mine anger shall all tlie eartli be de- 



9 Then will I again bestow upon the nations pure lips, 
So that they shall all of them call upon the name of Jeho- 
vah, 
And serve him with one consenL 

10 From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia 

My suppliants, the sons of my dispersed ones, shall bring 
my ofieriiig. 

11 In that day thou shalt not be ashamed 

For all thy doings, wherein thou hast tranagi'essed against 

For I will take away from the midst of thee thy proud 
And thou shalt no more exalt thyself upon my holy moun- 

12 I will leave in the midst of thee a humble and lowly people, 
Who trust in the name of Jehovah. 

13 The residue of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak false- 

Neither shall a deceitful tongue be found iu theii' mouth ; 
Therefore shall they feed and lie down, and none shall 
make them afraid. 

14 Sing, daughter of Zion ! 
Shout, Israel ! 

Rejoice and exult with all thy heait, 
O daughter of Jerusalem ! 
IB Jehovah hath taken away thy punishments ; 
He hath removed thine enemies. 
The king of Israel, Jehovah, is in the midst of thee ; 
Thou shalt see evil no more. 

16 In that day shall it be said to Jerusalem, Fear not I 
And to Zion, Let not thy hands hang down 1 

17 Jehovah thy God will be in the midst of thee; 
The mighty one will save thee. 

He will rejoiee over thee witli gladness ; 
He will pai-don thee io his love; 
He will exult over thee with singing. 

18 I will gather them that mouru, far from the solemn as- 

sembly, 
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They were far from thee ; the reproach was a burden up- 
on thee. 

19 Behold, at that time I will destroy all that afflict thee; 
And I will save the hailing, and gather the scattered. 
And 1 will make them a pi'aise and a name 

In every land where they have been put to shame. 

20 At that time I will bring you back, 
And at that time I wi!l gather you ; 

For I will make you a name and a praise among all the 

nations of the earth, 
When I bring back your captives before your eyes, saith 

Jehovah. 
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HABAKKUK. 



I The prophecy which was revealed to the prophet Habak- 



The power, tjranry, and fall of the Chaldeans. The prophet's eipostnla- 
tioii,prayer, ttnd hopes in relation to the oppressioQ of the Jews by them. 
God nmulfesta himself for the delivaraoce of the Jewa Ch. I. — lU. 



2 How long, Jehovah, do I cry, and thou dost not hear ! 
How long do I complain to thee of violence, aad thou dost 

not save ! 

3 Why dost thou suffer loe to see iniquity, 
And why dost tbou look upon wickedness? 
For spoiling and violence are before me j 
There is contention, and strife exaltcth itself, 

4- Therefore the law faileth, 
And judgment is not pronounced according to tnitt ; 
For the wicked en com passe th the rigjiteous, 
Therefore wrong judgment is pronounced. 



S Behold ye among the nations, and lookl 

Yea, wonder, and be astonished ! 

For I do a work in your days 

Which ye will not believe though it be told ; 
S For behold, I raise up the Chaldteans, 

A fierce and swift people, 

Which go over the breadth of the earth. 
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To take posseaaion of d we Uiug- places that are not their own. 

7 They are terrible and dreadful ; 

From themselves go forth their law and their dignity. 

8 Their horses are swifter than leopards, 
Aod fiercer than evening wolvea. 
Their horsemen leap proudly ; 

Their horsemen come trom far; 

They fly like an eagle, hastening to devour. 

9 All of them come for violence ; 

TJie multitude of their fiices is directed forwards, 
And they gather captives as sand. 

10 They also scoff at kings, 

And princos are to them a laughing-stock; 
They deride every stronghold, 
For they heap up earth and take it. 

11 Then their spirit is uplifted, and they transgress, and be- 

come guilty ; 
This their strength is made their god. 

The Propliet. 

12 Art thou not from everlasting, Jehovah, mv God mv 

Holy One? •' 

We shall not die I 

Thou, O Jehovah, hast appointed them for judgment ; 
Thou, Eocfc, hast ordained them for chastisement. 

13 Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, 
And canst not look on wickedness ; 

Why then dost thou look on transgressors. 
And art silent, when the wicked swalloweth up the moa 
that is more righteous than he ? 

14 And why makest thou men as the fishes of the sea, 
As the reptiles that have no ruler? 

15 They take up all of them with the hook, 
They catch them in their net, 

And gather them in their drag ; 
Therefore they rejoice and exult 

16 Therefore they sacrifice to their net. 
And burn incense lo their drag; 
liecause by them their portion is fat, 
And their food plenteous. 

17 Shall Ihey therefore empty the net. 

And sby the nations continually without mercy? 
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2. 



1 I WILL stand on my watch-tower, 
And set myself on the bulwark, 

And watch to see what lie will say to me, 
And what I shall answer to my expostulation, 

2 And Jehovah answered me, and said, 

Writ« the Tision, and make it plain upon tablets, 
That he may run that readeth it. 

8 For the vision is yet for an appointed time, 

But it haaleneth to the end ; it shall not deceive ; 

If it tarry, wait for it ; 

For it shall surely come; it shall not long delay. 
4 Behold, the soul of him that is puffed up sliall not be at 
ease; 

But the just shall live by his faithfulness. 
e Behold, the man of wine is outrageous ; 

The pi-oud man remmneth not at I'est; 

He enlaigeth his desire as the grave ; 

He is as death, and cannot he satisfied ; 

He gathereth to himself all the nations. 

And collecteth to himself all the kingdoms. 

6 Sbail not all of them utter a song against him, 
Yea, songs of reproach and derision concerning him? 
And say. Woe to him that heapeth up that which belong- 

eth not to him ! 
For hovr long a time ? 
That ladeth himself with goods taken in pledge ! 

7 Shall not they suddenly rise up that will oppress thee, 
And awake, that will harass thee? 

Yea, thou shalt be their booty. 
B Because thou hast plundered many kingdoms. 
All the residue of the nations shall plunder thee : 
For the blood of men, and for violence against the land. 
Against the city and all its inhabitants. 

9 Woe to him that procureth unjust gain for his house. 
That he may set his nest oh high, 

Tliat he may be delivered from the evil hand! 
10 Thou hast devised ahanie for thine liouse ; 
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By destroying many nations, thou hast brouffht niiu upon 
thyself. 
M For the stone from the wall crieth out, 
And ihe beam from the timber answereth it. 

12 Woe to him that buildeth a town by blood, 
And esta.i)lisheth a city by iniquity ! 

13 Behold, it is determined by Jehovah of hosts, 
That nations shall labor for the fire, 

And kingdoms weary themselves for naught. 

14 For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the 

glory of Jehovah, 
As the waters cover the sea. 

IB Woe to him who ^veth his neiglibor drink ; 

Who poureth oat the strong wine, and maketh him drunk- 
en. 
That he may look upon his nakedness ! 

16 Thou Shalt be filled with shame instead of glory ; 
Drink thou also, and show thy foi-eskln ! 

To thee shall come the cup in the right hand of Jehovah, 
And foul shame shall be upon thy glory. 

17 For the violence done lo Lebanon shall cover thee, 

And the destruction of the beasts which made them afraid, 
On account of the blood of men, and violence against the 

Against the city and all its inhabitanis. 

18 What profiteth the graven image, 
When tlie maker hath graven it ? 

Or the molten image, and the teacher of lies, 
That the artificer trusteth in his work. 
When he maketh dumb idols? 

19 Woe to him who saith to the wood, Awake! 
To the dumb stone, Arise I 

Will it leach? 

Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, 

And there is no breath within it. 

20 But Jehovah is in his holy temple ; 
Be silent before him, all the earth I 
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1 The prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, in the form of an 

2 Jehovah, I have heai-d thy words, and tremble. 
O Jehovah, revive t):y work in tie midst of the years, 
In the midst of the years make It known, 

In wrath remember mercy ! 

3 God Cometh from Teman, 

And the Holy One from mount Paran ; 
His glory coveveth the heavens. 
And the earth is fall of his praise. 

4 His brightness is as the light; 
Bays stream forth from his hand. 

And ilere is the hiding-place of his power. 

5 Before him goeth the pestilence, 
And the plague followeth his steps. 

6 He standeth, and measureth the earth ; 

He beholdeth, and maketh the nations tremble; 
The everlasting mountains are broken asunder j 
The eternal hills sink down ; 
The eternal paths are trodden by him. 

7 I see the tents of Cushan in affliction, 

And the canopies of the land of Midian tremble, 

8 Is the anger of Jehovah kindled ag^nst the rivers, 
Is thy wrath against the rivers. 

Is thy indignation against the floods, 
That thou ridest on with thy horses, 
Upon thy chariots of victory? - 

9 Thy bow is made bare ; 

Curses are the arrows of thy word ; 
Thou causest rivers to break forth from the earth. 
10 The mountains see thee and tremble; 
The flood of waters overflows; 
The deep uttereth his voice, 
And lifteth up his hands on high. 

emain in their habitation, 
s whicli fly. 
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At the brightness of the lightning of thy spear, 
. IS Thou marchest through the land in indignation; 
Thou thraaheat the nations in anger ; 

13 Thou goest forth for the deliverance of thy people. 
For the deliverance of thine anointeil. 

Thou smitest the head of the house of the wicked j 
Til on destroyest the foundation even to the neck. 

14 Thou piercest with hia own spears the chief of his cap- 

Wlio rushed like a whirlwind to scatter us ; 
Who exulted, as if they should devour the distressed in a 
hidiog-place. 

15 Thou ridest through the sea with ihy horses, 
Through the ra^ng of mighty waters. 

16 I have heard, and my heart trembleth ; 
My lips quiver at the voice ; 

Rottenness eotereth into my bones, and my liuees tremble, 
That I must wait in silence for the day of trouble, 
When the invader shall come up against my people I 

17 For the fig-tree shall not blossom, 

And there shall be no fruit upon the vine ; 
The produce of the olive shall fail. 
And the fields shall yield no food. 
The flocks shall be cut oiffrom the folds, 
And there sliall be no herd in the stalls. 

18 Yet will I rejoice in Jehovah, 
I will exult in God, my helper. 

19 The Lord Jehovah is ray strength ; 
He will make my feet like the hind's. 

And ca,use me to walk upon my high places. 



To the leader of the music on my stringed Instrumente. 
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1 The prophecy of Obadiah. 

The destraotion of Edom. 
Thus saith the Lord Jehovah conceroing Edom. 
We have heard a message from Jehovah, 
And an ambassador hath been sent among the nations 
" Arise ye, and let «s riae up against her to war." 

2 Behold, I will make thee emaU among the nations; 
Thou aiialt be greatly despised. 

3 The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, 
Thou that dwellestin the clefts of the rock, 
Whose habitation is high, 

Who sayest in thine heart, 

" Who shall bring me down to the gronnd ? " 

4 Though thou lift thyself up as the eagle. 
And though thou set thy nest among the stars, 
Thence will 1 bring thee down, saith Jehovah. 

If thieves Jiad come upon thee, 
Or robbers by night. 
Would they not have ceased stealing when they had 

enough? ' 

How art thou utterly destroyed ! 
If grape-gathei-ers had come upon thee, 
Would they not have left gleanings of the grapes ? 

6 How )s Esau searched through ! 
How are liis hidden places explored! 

7 All thine allies have brought ihee to the border ; 

They that were at peace with thee Lave deceived ihee, 

and prevailed against thee ; 
They that ale thy bresiil have spreati a snare under thfjp ; 
There is no understanding in thee. 
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8 In that day, aaith Jehovah, 

i will destroy the wiae men from Edom, 
And understanding from the mount of Esau. 

S Thy mighty men, O Teman, shall be dismayed ; 
Every one shall be cut off from the mount of Esau. 

10 For slaughter and for oppression of thy hrotlier Jacob shall 

shame cover thee, 
And thou slialt be destroyed forever. 

11 Id the day when thou stoodest over against Lim, 

In the day when strangers carried away captive bis forces, 
And when foreigners entered his giites, 
And when they cast lots upon Jerusalem, 
Thou also wast as one of them. 

12 But thou shouldst not have looked with delight on the day 

of thy brother in the day of his calamity ; 
Nor Bhouldtit thou have rejoiced over the children of Ju- 

dah in the day of their destruction, 
Nor have spoken haughtily in the day of hia distress. 

13 Thou shouldst not have entered into the gate of my people 

in the day of their calamity, 
Nor have looked with delight on their affliction iu the day 

of their calamity. 
Nor have laid hand on their substance in the day of their 

calamity, 

14 Nor have stood in the cross-way to cut off their fugitives, 
Nor have delivered up those that remained in the day of 

15 For the day of Jehovah is near upon all the nations ; 
As thou hast done, so shall it be done to thee; 

Thy dealing shall return upon thine own head. 

16 For as ye have drunk upon my holy mountmn, 
So shall all (he nations drink perpetually. 
Yea, they shall drink and swallow it down. 
And they shall be as though they had not been. 

17 But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance, and it shall 

be holy ; 
And the hou.io of Jacob shall regain their possessions. 

18 And the house of Jiu:ob shall be a fire, 
And the house of Joseph a flame, 
And the house of Eeau stubble, 

And they shall kindle them and devour tliom. 
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And there shall be none remaining of the house of Baaa ; 
For Jeliovah hath spoken it. 

19 And they of the sonth shall posseas the mountain of Esan, 
And they of the plain, the Philistines ; 

And they shall possess the fields of Ephralm, 

And the fields of Samaria ( 

And Benjamin shall possess Gilead. 

20 And the captives of this host of the sons of Israel shall 

posaess the land of the Canaanites unto Sarepta, 
And the captives of Jerusalem which are at Sepharad 
shall possess the dties of the south. 

21 And saviors shall go up to mount Zioii, 
To rule the mount of Esau. 

And the kiugdom shall be Jehovah's. 
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NOTES ON JOEL. 

All that we know of Joel hy direct historical information is, that 
he was the son of a, certain Perhuel. Some circumstances alluded to 
in his prophecy, howcTer, have been supposed to indicate the time 
in whioii he lived. The prophecy relates to the kingdom of Jndah. 
Hence it is prohable that he was an inhabitant of that kingdom. It 
is also plain that the temple was standing when he wrote. See chap, 
i. 14 ; ii. 1, 14, 17. The enemies of the Jewish nation menrioned in 
this hoot are only the Egyptians, Idum»ans, Philistines, and Phceni- 
cians. Neither the Syrians nor Assyrians are alluded to, thongh he 
seems to have occasion to introduce all the enemies of bis nation. 
Hence it has been inferred that he lived before the time of Isaiah, 
when the Syrians and Assyrians were the most formidable onemioa 
Of Judah. He alludes to the same enemies of his nation who ore 
mentioned by Amos, and lays similar things tfl their charge; whence 
it has been inferred that he was a contemporary of that prophet. See 
iii. 2-7 ; comp, Amos i. 9-11. But as in the book of Amos the 
Syrians appear as the enemies of Judah, Joel is supposed to have 
written earlier; perhaps in the focmer part of the reign of Uraiah, or 
aiiout eight hundred years before Christ. It is plain that the circum- 
stances above enumerated are not in the highest degree oonclnsive; 
and in fact eevoral dilferent opinions have been maintained. But aa 
it will bo generally acknowledged that Joel is snrpaased by none of 
the prophets in originality, or poetic escellenco, it is well that he 
should stand at the head of the noble series, 

Ch. I. 4. The Hebrew words, dtj, n^^N, pVi and Vpn, trans- 
lated in the common version palms'iBorm, locml, cankerworm. and caf- 
erpillar, undoubtedly denote either four species of loensta, for which 
we have no names in our langn^o; or, as some snppose, the locust in 
four st^ea of its growth. The epithets given in the translation are 
Bu^ested by the etymology of tlie Hebrew proper names. On tha 
supposition tliat all the names denote locusts, the subsequent descrip- 
tion becomes more true and striking. In order to perceive the correct 
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ness as well as the sublimity of Joel's description of iha loCDSlS, thB 
reader should refer to soma account of tliese insects in Dr. Harria'B 
Hatnriil lliatory of the Bible, Calmct'a Diotiotinry, or a similar wort. 
The following account of them by Volnej illustfaiea several partic- 
ulars of the description. " Sjria, as well as Egypt, Persia, and 
elmoEt all the South of Asia, is sabject to a calamity no leas dreadful 
than that of thB Y0lca.noes and earthquakes I have mentioned, I mean 
those clouds of locusts so often mentioned by travellers. The quantity 
of tliese insects is incredible to all who have not themselves witnessed 
their astonishing numbers : the whole earth is covered with them for 
(he space of several leagues. The noise they make in browsing on 
the trees and herbage may be heard at a great distance, and resemblcB 
that of an army in secret. The Tartars themselves are a less destmo- 
tive enemy than these little animals. One would imagine that fire 
had fuUowed their progress. Wherever their myriads spread, the ver- 
dure of the conntry disappears; trees and plants stripped of their 
leaves, and redoced to their naked boughs and stems, cause the dreary 
image of winter to succeed in an instant to the rich scenery of the 
spring. When these clouds of locusts take their flight, to surmount 
any obsfacles, or (0 travel more rapidly a desert soil, tlie heavens may 
literally be said tfl be obscured with them. Happily this calamity is 
not frequently repealed, lor it is the inevitable foreruntier of &mine, 
and the maladies it occasions."— Travdi, VoL I. State ofS^, Ch. L 
§ 5, p. 188. 

G. — aaatioa. A poetical expression for a swarm of locusts, referring 
to their numbers, and their destructive power. 

7. — maife aihil^. Either by beingstripped of their bark by the lo- 
custs, or withered by their noxiona touch. 

15. — as destmitloit Jrmii the Almighty. Like that destruction which 
is EuUdenlj inflicted by earthquakes, lightning, and tempests. 



4. — of horses. The resemblance of the bead of the locust to that of 
the horse has been mentioned by several travellers. Fiom this cir- 
cnmstance they are called by the Italians cavalate, i. e. /I'irte horses. — 
hors&iim. Gcscnius thinks the terra will bear the meaning steeds. But 
the other is the usual meaning. 

8. — are not woimded. Otherwise, break ni* vp, i. e. their march. 
Leas probable, especially as this idea is expressed in the last I'erse. 

10. The earth qaaiM. Snch is the consternation caused by them, 
that all things seem to he going lo destruction. The latter clause of 
the verse may refer to the obscuration of the sun by clouds of iocusia, 
Beauplan compares " their flight to flakes of snow in cloudy weather ; 
— when tliey fly, though the sun shines ever so bright, it is no lighter 
than when most clouded. The air was so full cf them, tiiat I could 
not eat in my chamber without a candle." 



Ho,-.db, Google 



II. "God ia sublimelj' introduced as animating his army by his 

14. — Jtour-offering. Sec Lev. ii. 1 -11. As the word meat ta now 
used, there is certainly an apparent incongruity in calling an offering 
in which there was no flesh, and of which the prindpal ingredient was 
flour, o meat-offering. 

20. — northern hast. Tlie locuatB are so called, because they entered 
from the north by the way of Syria. — Sis/ern sea, i. e. the Dead Sea. 
— Western sea, i. e. the Medilcrranean. — hath done great things. Com- 
pare Herodotus. 'Op^ Ta vjTtpixovTa faa as Kfpavvoi 6 Beos, ouSi 
t^ i^avTa!^iir6ai • ra hi a-fiiKpi avail' fill' Km'fft ; Ov yap i^ (ppoiiietv 
ShXav fifya 6 Otltr !j lavTor. Herod. Polyinn. g i'. 

28. — pnqthes^; i. e. speali under divine iuflueni^o. There is no par- 
ticular reference to prediction. 

HI, 12. — viitt judge. There is here an allusion to the meaning of 
the vrnri Mosaphat, which eignifiea Jehovah judges. 

14. — r^jadgment. Called the valley of Jehoaapliat in verse 13. 

18. Shlltim. A place on the confines of Israel and Moab on the 
southeast. See Josh. iii. 1. The meaning appears to be, that tha 
groat abundance described in the preceding rerses shall be very ex- 
tensive, supplying tho remotest extremity of tbe land. 



NOTES ON AMOS. 

Thehe appears no reason lo question the correctness of tiio inscrip- 
tion or title prefixed to the book of Amos, which asserts that he flour- 
ished in the reign of Uziiah, king of Judah, and Jeroboam (i. e. tho 
Second), king of Israel. His prophecies may have been delivered be- 
tween 790 and 780 years A. C. Thongh born in Tekoa, a place 
about eleven miles south of Jerusalem, it seems to have been bis cbief 
employment as a religious teacher to admonish and warn the kingdom 
of Israel. From ch. vii. 14, we learn that he was not educated in the 
regular school of the prophets, but that, while engaged in a hnmble oc- 
cupation, he heard a call from God that, he should assume the office of 
a prophet Notwithstanding what has been said by some writers of 
the rusticity of Amos, it is not easy to perceive that he is inferior to 
the other prophets in method, perspicuity, or elegance. He, indeed, 
draws many images from pastoral lite, and manifests a tender sympa- 
thy for the poor and the oppressed. But in these respects he is not, in a 
great degree, distinguished from other prophets. His prominent char- 
' 'e is what the poet Campbell eaUs tho eircamstantial distinct 
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ness of his grapliic tonches. See iii. 12, T. 13, 19, 24, vi. He pajnla 
rather than descrihes. On the whole, it is not I^>o high praise iviiii^h 
Bishop Lowlh bestowa upon Amos, when he sajs that he ia nearly 
eqaal to the very first prophets in elevation of sentiments and loftiness 
of spirit, and scarcely inferior to any in splendor of diction and boaulj 
of composition. 

Ch, L i. — will roar; i.e. God will soon spread terror like beasts of 
prej when they roar. — top of Coring. Carniel, originally denoting a 
gordat, 1b the name of tt fertile promontory covered with groTCS, and 
proverbial for its fertility, jutting o ' 
southorn borders of the tribe of Ash 

3, — three, and Jbi- Jbw ; t. e. rep< 
1, e. machines having iron serrated wheels, or perhaps cylinders with 
sharp pieces of iron in them. This machine being drawn by oxen 
over the bundles of grain, the grain was at once beat out from ihe 
ears, and the straw cut in pieces for the food of animals. See Jahn's 
ArchEBology, § 54, Comp. 3 Kings xiii. 7. 

5. — bar of IMamacm ; i. e. the bar ot 
gates. In other words, I will destroy it 
it a prey to enemies. 

11. — lore perpehially. The metaphor is drawn from a wild beast 
tearing its prey in pieiu^s. 

n. 6. — sfS the Tighleoas for silver; i. e. betray his just caose for a 
bribe. — for a pair of shoes; i. e. for a very mean bribe. 

7. — pant for thedast, Sc. A hypertwlicai expression denoting the 
avarice of the rich, who covet the very dust thrown by the poor upon 
their heads in grief. — to dishonor my My name; i. e. by giving the hea- 
then occasion to utter the reproach. What sort of Ood must that people 
have, which is guilty of snch abominable practices 1 Ezek. xxxvi. 20. 

8. — Ion thanaelvea dowa ; i. a. they recline at idolatrons banquets, 
and that too on the garments of the poor, taken in pledge, which by 
law should be returned before sunset. Ex. sxii. 25, 26. — proenrei bij 
Jims; lit. ofthejiaed. 

III. 3. — Cirn two. Sua, ; i. e. Can I, on mypart, continue to bo with 
or to tavor yon, unless you on your part give a cordial obedience to 
my laws? Or the meaning may be, "As a journey, in whicli two 
engage, naturally supposes a settled meeting, so the announcin<; of 
Ood's designs by his prophets shows that he has made himself known 

4. — roar. Naturalists assert that, when the lion sacs his prey, he 
roars before he rushes on it ; and at this roaring many aniraali show 
great fear. See verse 8. He likewise roars over his prey. The 
sense seems to be. As the lion roars on account of his prey, so tiy 
my prophets I cry aloud against you, because ye are the objects of 
my vengeance. See verse 8. 
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5. — spring up, &f. The allneion is to a sort of Irap-net, whii'h 
Bprings, when touched in a certain part, and encloses tlie bird. So 
wlien calamity cornea, none may flatter bimself that he shall escape 
it. Comp. Is. xxviii. IS. 

9. — in (Se palaces; i. e. the flat rooft of the palaces, the usual 
place of pabli^ing events. Matt. s. 27. 

\2. — aHTter3 of their SB/as. The comer of b sofa or divan was es- 
teemed the most comfortable and honorable place. See Maundreil, p. 
49, Amer. edit. — damask. This may refer to the eiiy in wbich, or to 
the material of which, the couches were made. 

IB. — Bummer-itouse, &o. It appears that the wealthy had two 
hoQBCB, one for summer, the other for winter. See Jei-. xxxvi. 22, 
—iouses of ivory; i. e. ornamented with ivory. Sir John Chardin 
tells us, says Harmer, I. 126, that the late king of Persia caused a 
tent (o be made wliich cost two millions. They called it the house 
of gold, because gold glittered everywhere about it. 

IV. I. — him of Bashan. It seems to be doubtful wlietlicc the 
prophet intends dissipated women, or efiferainate men. The vices 
charged upon them in this verse, and the apparent connec^on of the 
passage with verse 4, &c., are circumstances that favor the latter aup- 
positiOQ. On the former supposition, master will denote a husband 
or keeper, and castle, verse 3, a harem On the latter supposition, 
viaster will denote the king, and ots*, an enemy's fortress ; and the 
passage will be similar to iii. la, and Hosea vii. 3-7. 

5. — exioriions. So the Chaid. 

8. — ckanaess of teak; i. e. famine, the teeth not being soiled by 



V. 6. Israd. I adopt the reading supported by the Sept., the 
Arab,, and the parallelism of the sense. 

6. — jusriee iaio wormv.-ood; i. e. who, instead of justice, which is 
sweet and pleasant, deal out injustice, which is bitter, 

8, — caUe&vp the waters; i, e. to panish men by inundations. 

12. — in the gate ; i, e. defeat him unjustly in the court of justice. 

16. — skUJid in lamentation. A class of persons whose bnsiness it 
was lo sing mournful songs at funerals existed not only in Judiea, 
but in other ancient coantries. See Homer's Iliad, xxiv, 720, &c. 
Horace, Ars Poet, 431, &c. 

18. — ask Jor the dity of Jehovah ,- with hypocritical presnraplion, or 
impious derision. The day of Jehovah is used to denote any time in 
which Jehovali interposes to punish the wicked, or deliver the good, 
especially the former. Sometimes a time spechilly threatened or 
promised may be denoted. 

20. — darkness. In the Scriptures darkness is often used to denote 
calamity, and light to denote prosperity. 

25, 26. — aaeriykes; i. e. I bore with you, led you, and fed j'Ou in 
the wilderness forty years without sacrifices; how then can ye imag- 
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ine them to be substitutes for moral rirtuc t or how can }E suppose 
that I need or care for them ? Especially since ve, like jonr ancestors, 
divide yonr ontward homage between me and lalse gods. There is 
reference proluibl}' ta the difficulty of procuring animals for sacrifico 
in the wilderness. 

26. — the shrine, &c. The Hebrew word idcis, or images, being 
in the plund, it is probable that p"3, which occars nowhere else, is 
not a proper name, hut an appellative. For, if a proper name, it 
would not he likely to be in the construct state witli idols, or to be 
Id apposition with idok. From the etymology of the word (from 
)0), and IVom the parallelism with tabernacle, I think the word de- 
notes the board framework, or base, of a shrine or vehicle in which 
idols were carried. I find this idea suggested by Poole in his Annola.- 
tions. It is adopted by Hitzig and De Wetie. In this case there 
would he only one false deity mentioned, viz. that called Ui^ king, 
of which there might be several images or idols, and Ihc star would 
refer to the deity called their king by way of sarcasm, because they 
had substituted him for Jehovah, their rightful King. The passage 
implies the addiction of the Hebrews in the wilderness to the Arabian 
Etar-worship. The planet Saturn was probably Che star iatended. 

VL 2. — Calneli .- the name of a large city in Assyria, Bdpposed by 
the aneienis to be the same as Clesiphon, situated on the eastern hank 
of the Tigris, opposite Seleucia. Hamaih : a large and important city 
of Syria, situated on the Orontes, neac the northern boundary of Pal- 
estine. Gath: one of the principal cities of the Philistines, the birth- 
place of Goliah. The reproof of the Israelites is implied rather than 
expressed. Why do ye forsake me, treat me with neglect and ingrat- 
itude, and worship other gods, although I have so highly exalted jou 
among the nations ! 

3. Woe to those who suppose the day of Divine judgment to he 
distant, and constantly practise injustice and oppression in courts of 
justice. 

: 6. — (he deelroctioa of Joseph; i. e. care not for the calamity of their 
country ; Joseph being used for the whole nation of Israel. 

8. — pride of Jacob; i. e. that in which Jacob prides himself, perhaps 
de holy land. 

10. — maix mention of the name of JeAoaah. This phrase probably 
had by usage a conveational meaning, which is not apparent to us. 
As for as we can gather the general meaning from the connection, it is, 
that the distress was so extreme and hopeless that there was no heart, 
or no occasion, no motive, for saying, Jdiooah be praised, or Jehovah Uess 
you and teg) you ! To nwte menlioa of the aanie of Jeliomh is, in the 
Scriptures, generally connected with praise rather than supplication. 

12. — upon rocha, &c. The meaning aeems to be, that it is as nn- 
teasonabie and unnatural for them to pervert justice, as it would be to 
make horses run unshod upon flinty rocks, or to plough up rocks with 
oxen. In ancient times horses went unshod. — with men. I suppose 
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(he word rorfo is (o be supplied from the pi'cceding line. But hy a 
difiereiit pointing and dirision, namely, o; ^p^^, wo maj- transklc, 
viill one plough l/ie sea viiih oxen ? ■ j^ r - 

13. — ma tMnff ofnaiykt; i. e. in tlieir possessions, ivhieh wcro liable 
to be taten from them at any moment. 

U.~koak of the desert; i. e. the Kedron. 

^'X^^J—^f^ '"owing; i. e. what was cut for the use of tbe horses 
of the king. 

2. — is small; i. e. brought low by former jadRments. 

4. —great de^. In vision the fire seemed to devour water and land 

5. — ^aptumbiim; i. e. I will oxecutB full punishment. 
of idolatry. 

13.— sanctmrf/; i. e. for eal 

i*. — nopropAel,nar thesoR,& ej ^^ 

prophet i I was not tridned up se p 

I the disciple of any propliet pe ps m bo 

simply a strong negation. I was so 

prophet's son. 

17. — divided iy the Urn; i. moa 

lands shall he portioned oat nni g e<i 

fbreign land, which, on account ts gard aa 

impure in comparison with thei S Ek 

yin. 3. — in sileace ; i. e. not in the usual wny, with loud wailinir 
and lamentation, so great was the number of the dead. 

^.—newnioonbegow. Tbe day of the new moon, on ibc first day 
of the mouth, was observed as a festival among tlie Jews, Numb, x 
10, xxviii. 11, on which it was unlawful to buy and seU. Nehom. 

9. —170 down at ■noon. It is customary for (be Hebrew and other Ori- 
ental poets, and indeed all poets, to represent calamity by darkness 
midnight darkness, the setting of the sun, an eclipse, &o. Hence th 
gmng down of the sun at noon represents sudden, unexpected, awful ca- 
lamity; a fall fl-om the height of prosperity to the lowest depths of 
misery. Comp. Mic iii. 7, Jer. xv. 9. An Arabic po^t, qnotcd hy 
Bchulteus, expresses bis feelings on the loss of his friend in the lan- 
guage, " His death darkened ray day, when I had just reached noon/' 

H.-lhevardBfJ^BaJi. This refers not so much to instruction 
in duty as to counsel, which might extricate them from their miser- 
able situation, and which they now disregarded when their prophets 

U.— sin 1^ Samaria; :. e. the calf-idol set up in Bethel, and perhans 
Other Idols. ■ 1- f 

IX. l.—sliinding hg Uie allar. In mental vision the prophet seei 
Bome emblem of Jehovah's presence, whether a flery appearance or a 

Hcssdb, Google 



218 KOTES. 

human form is nncerlain, standing by tlie altnr of bnml-oflfcring of 
Iha temple nt Jerusalem. By his having left Ihe mercy-Eicnt, and taken 
his stand by Che a![ar,,it may be denoted that he designed that mul- 
titudes of men should be destroyed, as it ivere viccima on the altar. 
Comp. la. xssiv. 6. — capital. The Hebrew ia in the singular, but 
may denote each of the capitals of the columns at the side of the prin- 
cipitl entrance to the toinple. Porhapa it should he rendered in tbo 
singular, denoting an ornament in the form of a chapleC of flowers, or 
& pomegranate, over the lintel of the door. Some suppose the sym- 
bolical action here commanded to indicate the destruction of the temple, 
which would occasion, or be fbllowed by, the deatruction of the nation. 
Others suppose the destruction of the king, princea, &c. to bo pointed 
out, whose ruin would involve Che rest of tbc people m destruction. 

3. — serpent. It is uncerttun what particular eea-monstcr is intended. 

7. EtMopians; i. e. J hold yoa in no higher r^ard than tlie distant 
barbarous Ethiopians. 

la. — vMA ^ali be cc^ed by niy name ; i. e. be conquered by me, and 
so become my property, lay possession. Comp. S Sam. :xii. 2S ; Is. 
iy. 1 ; Deut. xxviii. 10. 

13. — draie near, &c. ; i, e. The Imrveat shall be so abundant that it 
shall scarcely be gathered in before it is again time to plough. 



NOTES ON H08BA. 

The only knowledge which we have of the life of Hosca ia thai 
which is contained in the doubtful title of his book, viz. that he was 
the son of a certain Bceri, and coeval with TJiiziah, jotham, Abaa, and 
Eezekiah, kings of Judah, and with Jeroboam II., king of Israel. 
Prom the contents of the book it is probable that he did not exercise 
hia office until after the death of Jeroboam, when the kingdom of 
Israel was iii a stale of great distraction and anarchy; i. e. from 
about 783 t« 740 years before Christ. 

So far as iangu^e is concerned, Hosca is by far the most difflcnit 
of the prophela. He is aentcntions, concise, and abrupt. Ho often 
omits tlie conneciivo particles, and it is sometimes impossible to dis- 
cover the connection of his thoughts. Ho is more remarkable for the 
copiousness of his Hgures, than Ibr his skilful use of thcin. In the 
general charaecer of his imagery he is at greater variance with the 
taste of the Western world than any other of the prophets. There are 
not wanCii^ in his poetry, however, passages of great tenderness 
beauty, and even sublimity. 

Ch. I. 2. — wife of lewdness. It is evident that, according to a mode of 
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w th the Hebrew prophets, the idolatry 
f aking Jehovah, are set forth un- 
t f u Hilulterons woman to a kind 
Jibd dtit mtfl Iby Jehovah is repcesented by 
th CO d t f th proi 1 toward the adultercsa. But thme have 
hndffretp dthe question whether tlie actions 

» d ta h repreae tsd att lij took place, oc whether they are 

inply p b I eill jmb IiliI 

It cannot be doubted that the prophets Bomefinies used as symbols 
in the instrnction of the people real attiona ad licbscd to their etes 
But agftinat the snpposition that the actions Iicre ascribed to the 
prophet are historical, it may be oljeited that they are not tun-istont 
with a. pure morality or with the common ftel nga of a respectable 
man. It ia very difficult to supf ose that Boaoi could have supposed 
the Toice of God commanded him to take a iiotoiioua strumpet, or a 
woman who was sure to be one and to retain lier as Ins wife after 
repealed adulteries, and the birth ot one two and three adnfteroos 
children, and all this for the purpose of cmng a vivid impcossion of 
an idea. The actiona ascribed to the piophet and the r fruits nould 
also reqnire too much time to be useful for the purpose of impres-ion 
Comp. Ezek. eh. iv.; Jer. xxv. 15, &o.—cAiifren of kwdness; i. e. 
children of a lewd mother, who were aymbola of what the children of 
Israel shonid suffer for the idolatry of the nation. 

^- — Jesred. This word denotes, according to the connection, GW 
teill scaUer, or. Gad will pieiit. It aeetiis to he used in the former 
sense in thia verse, and in (be latter in ch. ii. 22. As it ia an histori- 
cal, as well as a aymbolieal name, I could not translate it, as I have 
the other names in this chupter. — blood of Jeired; i. e. shod in Jcareel 
by the tings of Israel, who had a palace in that city. See 1 Kings 
xsi 13; a Kings ix. 15, 24; x. 7; xvii. 3. 

IL 8. — Lit. which tha/ vtade into Baal; otherwise, idblrh ihfy 
wiovghtfor Baal; i. e. for omaments of images of Baal, or furniture 
or dress for hia worship. 

13. — Baals; i. e. images of Baal. 

14. — There/ore, So. At first view some other ti'ant.ition panicle. 
Bach as neserMess, would seem to be more suited to (fio connection. 
But it is not necessary to depart from the usual meaning of rjS and 
which it has in verses sixth and ninth {8 ami U Heb.). In Is. xl. 2, 
we read, " Speak ye encouragement to Jerusalem, .... for she lialh 
received from the hand of Jehovah double for all her sins." So hero 
God is represented as saying, ver. 9 - 13, that he would severely punish 
hia people, and iherefore would allure her, &e.tolhe desert; i. e. From 
the distant oonnfries Ifl which she is led captive, I will safely conduct 
her home through the desert. The language seems to be borrowed 
from the former deliverance of the Jews from Egyptian slavery, 
when Moses and Aaron persuaded llie Israelites to go into the desert! 
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J^.—vaS^o/Achor; 1. e. of trotible, or confasion. The valley of 
Achor, though a scene of confusion and trouble, was jet the door, or 
boginniag, of hope lo the Israelites under Joshua, and tlicnce they 
were soon led to the possession of [he promised iand. See Josh. vii. 
24, S5, 26 ; viii. 1, &c. So, after exile and aulfcriug, the Jews should 
unexpectedly be delivered trdm their distresses, finding, ns it were, 
another valley of Aehor. 

16. Bold. This term in its common use denoted nothing more 
than hrd or masler, and therefore was usually applied to the husband 
by the wife. But it should not be used any more, because it had been 
applied to a false.god. Snch should be the detestation of idolatry. 

18. — eoBeumt wUli the beasis, &e. ; i. e. that they shall do no harm 
to my people. 

20. — tnoui Je/ttfltni. There may be an allusion bore to the ety. 
moli^ical signification of the teem Jehuvah, viz. immutable, elurimlly 
the saiuo. 1 will betroth thee to me in faithfulness, and thou shalt 
know by experience that I am unehanaeahly the same. Corap. xii. 
fi. Or, in reference to veme 8, tlie meaning may he that thoy should 
perceive and mark the goodness of Jehovah. Or the phrase may 
denote simply an increased knowledge of God. 

21. — / niili hear the keavais; i. e. when they ask, as it were, that 
titey tnay send their rain on the earth. — ilie earth; i. e. when it sup- 
plicates, as it were, fbr rain. 

22. — tie com, &c. ; i. e. when they wish, as it were, to supply the 
wants of man. — Jeired; i. e. all nature shall hear and minister to 
the people wlioni Gad ahatl plant (this is here the meaning of the term 
Jexred) ; i. e. cause ta increase and Sourish in their own land. 

23. — I wiUpUait. The original wurd has an allusion to the name 
Jested ! i. e. Gud will plant. 

HI. 1. — hoe a woman; i. e. the wife, who had forsaken the prophet, 
and become an adulteress. It is immaterial wbetber we understand 
Gomer of the preceding chapter to bo intended or not. I disregard 
the Hebrew points. — roisin cokes; i. e. such as were used in the wor- 
ship of idols. 

2. — bought. "The price which he is here said to buy her with, 
aeems not as a dowry, whereby he should first purchase her for a wife, 
but such a portion as though, through the power he had over her, he 
might for her ill deserts have quite put her away forever, or (if he had 
been so minded) have by rigor taken her and shut her closo up, and 
nsed all severity and hardship toward her, he did notwithstanding al- 
low her, to maintain her not in Inxniy, but in a competent manner, so 
as she could not bot be sensible at once bolh of bis displGaanro in cut- 
ting her so short, and of his great kindness in allowing her so mnch, 
vho deserved nothing, fill npon her bethinking herself, fbr which he 
allowed her n good time, he should again receive her to the privileges 
of a wife ; which reception might be well looked on as a new marriage, 
and his allowance to her as a buying of her; though not so much a 
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pureliiising to himi^elf n right in her, as a haying or ]iiring bci' to be 
honest and Ht to be received af^-ain by him." — Pxoci:e. 

a. — icait forme! wait my plensnro, be devoted to me. See Jcr. iii. 
2. —so n£l I alsA iBoit for Hiee; i. e. I will not marry another, and 
finally scpamte myself from thee, but ivill wait the issue of iliy probsr- 
tion, and ba prepared to roceire ihce lo nl! the privilc^-oa of a wife. 

"The prophet's being bid yet to love that womnn, and hia dealing 
with her, so as not quite to reject her, but yet to restrain her to a 
Bliortor allowanee, and requiring her to abide for him many days, with- 
out enjoyment of sneh favors troin him as formerly she had oujoyed, 
but as one scqaosterEd from her Ibrmei- courses, and* from the tompany 
both of himself ajid any other, till ho should see fit ^n to receive her 
nto greater tavor, is ])lainly answered by God's not eloan ncgleering 
Israel, but still sustiuning her, yet so as that she should be brought to a 
lower condidon than formerly, and not live in that height of dignity 
and jollity as formerly she had done, but bo deprived of oil tliose glo- 
ries and pomps, in respect both to her civil and ecclesiastical state, 
wherein she ibrmerly prided herself, and as she had not those visible 
tokens of his presence among them, nor a public profession of his ser- 
vice, so neither the use of such idol services and feasts, wherein she 
fbrmorly delighted and revelled." — Pucooti!. 

4. — epM; a part of the high-priest's ornaments. See Ex. xxviii. 
4 ; Lev. vii. 7. Some suppose that ep/iod in tliis place denotes an im- 
age. — lerr^am.' a, sort of household gods from which the superstitious 
sought answers respecting doubtfol affairs. It may be, however, that 
the teraphim, or teraphs, in this verse denote the Urim and Thum- 
mim, belonging to the breastplnle of the high-priest. According to 
Phiio, the Urim and Thummim were two small images inserted be- 
tween the double folds of the breastplate, one of which symbolically 
represented Bm^alion, the other. Truth. Among the Egyptians the 
supremejudgeused to wear suspended from his neck a small image of 
sapphire, as the symbol of truth. See Diod. Sic. I. 48. 75 ; .^1. VIL 
14. 34. See also Spencer, Lib. III. Dis. TIL cap. I. 

IT. 2. — WocnimKierfi, &c; i. e. incessant murders are eomniittod; 
one overtakes another. 

i. — kttiomon; i. e. reproof and rebiikewill be words thrown away. 
Comp. Is. i. 5; Ezek. iii. W. — caaeiid Kith the priest: which waa 
regarded as proof of great obstinacy and incon'igiblencss. See Dent, 
xtii. la. 

5. — lla/ mother; i. e. the whole nation of Israel. See ch. ii. 4, 5. 

6.— no more be my priest; i. e. the people shall no more have the 
Boccrdotal office among them. 

7. — Iheir ghrt/ ; i. c. tlieir greatness, according to the parallel e.t- 
presaion, beeome great. 

e. — 1& sins o/mi/ people; 1. e. they do not rebnite sinners with 
lidelity, lest the number of sacrifices, of which they received a portiun, 
should be diminished. 
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12. — Slocks; i. e. idols of wood. — st^ff" rei.'^lelh : they Ksorl U> 
tlioir staff ftir a revelation of Che furore. A species of diviii.ition. 

13. ~ lerebintk: a tree common in Paloatiim, ivliicli grows t* a large 
size, and is of a great age. 

14. — I mm itotpankli, &c. ; i. e. I will not endeavor to con-oct tlie 
daughters, while the fkthera and hnabands set them such an example 
of licen^ousness. 

15. — Belhavea. There Was a place of that name in the neighbor- 
hood of Bethel. See Josh. vii. 2. But in this passage the prophet, 
who is fond of symbolical names, intends Bethel itself, calling that city, 
in derision, Bothaven, i. e. bouse of vamlif or sin, in reference to tlia 
worship of the golden calves which prevailed there. See also ch. t. 8. 

16. — like a lamb, ^c; i. e. "Under the sad condition of a solilarj', 
disconsolate lamb, left alone to live aa it can in a desert, wide place, is 
espressed the sad condilioa that Israel for their refractoriness shall bo 
brought to." 

18. — love shame; i. e. sin, which brings shame ; shameful deeds. 

19. — bound them «p tpiik lis lutnjs; i. o. so that they shall be borne 
awaj by their enemies irresistibly and in various directions, like clouds 
driven by the wind. 

'V.l. — saareatMixpaK — iieltpo Tabo ^ Th m gmy 
be, that the priests had ensnared th peo g 

sacrifices upon Mizpah and Tabor as Im, h p jc h 

bad ensnared the people into idola as h to p ei ts 

upon Mizpah and Tabor. 

h. — The pride of Israd, &c. Th do On 

account of the difforeot senses in h h w ds d | 

nsed in the Old Testament^ it is quite am ,, , so hit J m , n 
the Valgate, renders iu this verse as in our lost, but in vii. 10 ho 
renders, and the pride of Israel sliall be brou!)kt low in his jirestJicB, or be- 
fire Mm. At first view this last rendering seems to be best supported 
by the connection, so that in the last edition I adopted it, with the Sept., 
Michaelis, Newcome, De Wette, and others. But as the meaning 
which I now adopt is not at variance with the connection, and has bet- 
ter support from the usus hqaendi, it seems to deserve the preference. 
Thus job xvi. 8 rrlt;' "ja?, beareth mitness to my face. Were it not 
fbrtbe'jga in connection n-ithnjy I should prefer the other rendering. 

There is also room for douht as to the moaning of the line as now 
translated. More commonly the lerm ps; donotes gloty, exeelleiKg, 
that in which one takes pride; but soiuotimes /laiighlineas. Hence iha 
moaning may be, that th) proud and haughty spirit of self-confidenca 
in Israel testified to theii rebellion asainst God, and their desert of 
punishment, without any other evidence. Or, the moaning may lie, 
that God himself, in whom the Israelites prided themselves as their 
God, testified against them by the calamities which he hrought upon 
them. Comp. Amos viii. 7 ; iv. 7. Or, that the idols, in wliich they 
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prided themselves, being found unable to help them, bore open witness 
Bgainst their wickedness and folly, aiid would not let them go unpun- 
ished. I rather prefer the sense of JiaagMmeit. 

6. With their Jocks, &c. ; i. e. thcj will offijr large saerificcs in vain. 

7. — strange; i. e. spurious. The meaning is, that thoy have Edu- 
cated iJieir children in idolatry, — near moon cmtaame; L e. they shall 
be conantned within a inonlh, or a, short time. 

8. Liook behind Aee; 1. e. the enemy is at thy heels. 

11, — erashed soilh panishmeiit ; i. e. broken or brought low by judg- 
ments from God. — the decree ; i. e. of Jetohoara Or some other king 
in favor of calf-worship, or some other kind of false worship. 

VI. 1. Come, &c. Sayiag is to bo supplied, as often elsewhere. 

2. After two dap, &c.; i. e. within a few days, shortly. See 
I Kings xvii. 12 ; la. vii. 21. The language of the verse seems to be 
kirrowedfrom the situation of a pei-aou restored from hopeless sickBesa 
or a grieroua wound in a short time. 

3. — Bare at the laormTig. Coinp. Jer. xixiii. 20. 

5. — I have lieKa ; i. e. I have threatened them with Severe calamity 
and destruction, —judgments; i. o. The punishment, threatened by 
(he prophets, has been sent in such a manner that ail ahonld perceive 
that it came from God, 

3. — SAojfem. It appears fti>m Josh. xx'i. 2! that Shechem was a 
city of refuge, a piace appointed for tlie residence of the Levites. Thus 
it happened that many murders were committed in the way to it, and 
many priests engaged in them. 

11. — aiarnest; i. e. «f puaiskment. See viii. 7, x. 13; Joeliii, 13. 

VII. 2. — tlieir doings; i. e. the evil consequences of their doings. 
— encamposs. See Ps, xvii. II, xviii. 5, —before mt/ face ; i. e. thay 
do not escape my notice. 

4. He esaeth to slir ; i, e. the fire. The design of this clause seems 
to be, to show that the oven is completely healed, or very hot; the 
point of comparison being merely the heat of the oven. — The people, 
liuruiiig with lust, are compared to a hot oven at its highest degree of 
heat, when no more fnel can be added to it by the baker. 

5. — slTe)£li^ oat his hand; i. e. 10 pass and lake the cup. 

6. "Their heart is compared to an oven into which the baker hav- 
ing put sufficient fuel and fire, leaving them together, though he do no 
more at present but lay him down to sleep all the night, yet in the 
morning finds it burning all in a flame. So they, while they lie in 
wait, or secretBly intend or plot mischief, having their hearts filled with 
the fuel of evil ooncupiscenee, and fraught witfi wicked thoughts, da- 
sires, and designs, though they suppress them for a while, and seem to 
be at rest, yet have them still working and kindling in them, so that, 
ns 30un as opportunity shall olier, these their bidden designs break 
forth like a flame of fire into open act." — Pococke. 

8. — a uiie nof turned. This comparison has by some bean under- 
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stood to describe ttie tliaracter, by others tlie conilition, of Ejihraira. 
According to the former, the menning will be tlist liphrnim, by joining 
in the heatiion worship while he professed to worsliip Juhovaf), had 1»- 
conio neither bread nor dough, but something worthless. Aworcting 
to others, Ephraim is prts^eil upon bj the nations like a cute, which 
_i3 eagerlj devoured by a hnogry man before it is half baked. Accord- 
ing to odiers, Ephraim is like a, cake spoiled in tlie baliing by negli- 
gence; bunil up, bcrause it ia not tamed; i. e. Ephraim is ruined 
I'y neglecting his prlviltges ; by disregard to the laws of God. I pre- 
for tlio l»st. 

9. — StToagers, &e. ; i. e. fbrcign nations which destroyed the strength 
of Ephraim, either by invasion or by extorting tribute for assistance 
rendered. —knoiBslh it net : i. e. thongh his resonrcca have been coiv- 
sumed by foreign nations, and like a gray-haired man he is near death, 
yet be is so proiid, secure, and stupid as not to gire heed to his low 
condition, and endeavor to recover from it by a reluni to God and to 
duty. 

1 2- — proclaaned in their emipfgicdon ; i. e. by the prophets. 

13. — hwhW rerkem, &c. Comp. xiii. 14. 

li.—hi/idiqmUlieiTbtds; i, e. on account of their sufferings. 

15. i. e. " Whether I inflicted punishment on them, or showed 
them favor, they neglected me for their idoLi." 

16. Th^ return net, &a. Perhaps the meaning rather is, Thi^ 
Tdurn to —not t/ie Most High, i. e. to idols, — reproach ,- i. e. matter 
of reproach, —deceil/d tow; i. e. one which sends tlie avrows wide of 
the mark. 

Ch. TIIL l. — lhe trumpet, &o. This ia the language of Jehovah 
10 the prophet, commanding him to proclaim what follows. Comp. 

2. — ice huw thee, we, thine larad. In a season of danger they 
plead for the favor of God, on acconnt of their past relation to him 
and their outward privileges, aa descendants of Jacob, called Israel, 
becanse be prevailed with God, although tliey neglected llie worship 
of Jehovah. 

i. — natbi/me! — I knew it not; i. e. without inquiring of me by 
means of the priests and the prophets. 

5. Aa (^lominalion, &c. ; otiierwise. He hath cast off thy calf, &e. ; 
otherwise, Thg adf cost lAem off i. e. thy calf, which thou »oi^ 
shippest, has caused thy inhabitants to be rejected by me, and in- 
volved in misery. 

6. — .frwn Israd it cnme; i. e. the caif was sot up for worship by 
Israel without any aothority from me. 

7. — sown the wind, Sm. ; i. e. by setting up and worshipping idols 
they have been engaged in a business as vain and foolish as that of 
sowing the wind ; nny, more, they have labored to their own injury: 
since men usually reap a harvest of what they sow, bearing a great 
increase compared with the seed. Hence, by sowing the dangerous 
element of wind, they might expect to reap a whirlwind. 
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8, — a vess^, Sx. ; i. e. held in grent confcmpt, like a cracked earth- 
en vessel ivhieli no ono wants. Pa. xxxi, 12. 

9. —mid ass. As the wild ass wns not a formidablo animal, bnt 
only refractorj, loving to liavo his own way, it wns probably intended 
to describe Israel rather than Aasjna. — hirelh loDas; i. e. senda gifta 
to foreign nations in order to obtain their alliance and friendship. 

lO' — fio'ii the banka of their king, and (Mr princes ; i. e. Thoy shall 
bs relieved (rora the burdens of their awa kings and princes, of which 
they complain so mnch, by being inada to bear heavier burdens in cap- 
tivity. Tiic Hue is ironical. So Jerome, Grotius, and others, 

II. — shall he ham altars; i. o. he shall have them erected by others 
in those idoUtrous countiiea to which he is led awav captive, Soo 
Deut. iv, 28 ; Jer. xiv. is. 

12. — Tlioagh I write, &c. ; i. e. bj my prophets give precept upon 
precept. 

13. — riqr sliu; flesh, &c. ; i. e. for the purpose of gratifying their 
own appetites, rather ihan of pleasing me. 

U. — pateesj probably fortified palaces similar to castles; in 
which they trusted for protection, rather than in the favor of Jehovah, 
sought by refonnatioD and obedience. 

IX. 1. — lovesthire; i. e. lil;e a haj'lot. 

2. — neu) wim shall deceive; i. e. disappoint ihcir e\pcctations lu 
r^ard to its qnantity. So fimdas isaidai, sjina modita seges, in 
Horace. Perhaps the meaning may bo, however, that they shall be 
disappointed in the enjoyment of wliat they raise, being carried inlo 
captivity. 

4. — poUuled. See Numb. xix. 14. 

^.—gather them, i. e. for burial; i, e. thoy shall die in Ejiypt. 
See Jer. viii. 2; Ezek. xxix. 5. 

J. — ima of the spirit; i. e. who professed to be inspired with the 
spu'it of God, synonymous with prophet in the preceding line. — Ao- 
tred; i.e. ag^nst God, 

8. IfEphndm se^ an answer from tay God; i. e. If any one among 
the generally corrupt Ephi-ainiites seeks Divine direction. I am not 
satisfied with any exposition of this obscure line which I have seen. 
That which I have given is essentially the same as that of Drosius 
in Poole"s Synopsis. The literal rendering I suppose to be, IfEphrom 
is uialehoig, or /oolaBg out, with mg God, i. e. near, or iti tlie presence of, «a/ 
God. See Hab. ii, 1. Hitaig and Da Wette iraiialate the line affirma- 
tively, Epkraim waldiea with mg God. They suppose (he meaning 
to be that Epliraim resorts to the fiilse prophets, who prophesy 
smooth things, and places their ntterances on a par with tliose of 
God's genuine prophets. But to suppose that the phrase mth my Gad 
means wilh the pivj/hets of imj God, is to adopt a very harsh ellipsis. 
Ewald rendcLS the lino Ephnum is a woiekmaa, or spi/, against mg God, 
which, though grammatically allowable, yields no 'sense ^aprupriala 

10* 
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Q. — ofGibcali. See Judges xix. 22. 

10. — as grapes, &c. ; i. e. thcj were as acceptable to me !is grapes 
10 a. travelier in the wildemeas. - See xi. 1. — W sha-ne .■ to idoU, wliich 
disappoint and tiring aharao lo their wovshipperB. 

IS.— rick pastiere; i. e. probnbly in a Ijenutifui place. 

14. Qilgd: a place sitnated betweou Jericlio and tlie Jordan, 
where idols were worshipped. See xii. 11 : Amos iv. 4. 

15. AU their i«iat«fiies< ,- i. «■ the height of il, the most angrant in- 
Btancesofit. —mi house; i.e. my (amSy. , 

U— roof b dried «p. The punishment hero threatened was prob. 
ably aa^ested by the idea ol friiitfd-iesa implied m ihe etymology of 
the name Ephraim. See. Gen. xli. 53. 

S. 2.— divided; i. e. between the true God and false ones; or, 
separated from God, and joined to idols. 

3. We ham no king; i. 6. they shall be overcome by enemies, and 
be forced to say that they had no king that could help them or do 
tlicni any good. , 

i. — mokiagcovenaatt; i. e. with foreign nations, contrary to tne 
Divine law. ^judgineta springdh tip, &c. This may be uiideriWod 
to mean, that what ifl dealt out for justice proves to be oa noxious 
as hemlock. Comp. Amos vi. 12. Or judgment may denote punish- 
ment, which speedily and in full measure followed their cnmcs, lite 
the rapid and luxuriant growth of hemlock in the fields. The ex- 
pression sm-Higetft up favors the last meaning. 

5. —calf. TbefemiQiue plural in the Hebrew seems to be used to de- 
note one calf hy vray of eminence. Comp. Ps. Ixxiu. 22 ; Piov. ix. 1 . 

8. Avea; probably used for Crffctuai ; i. e. BetheL See note on 
iv. 15. —Uiesin: the place or occasion of sin 

9. More iSa».- see Judges M-c,-^-! — (/i^ ■rfwd tiz the Iiriebtes ; 
i e. in great measure uninjured —not oeerlaUtliem, i e Ihe battle 
was' fought about Gibcfth, and the tnhea of Israel wore not much 
afflicted by it. 

W. — bi»d them; i. e mike them captnea —two imqMia; i.e. 
the ciilves in Dan and Bethel . ^ 

1 1 . — to tread oat Hie ixm, \ e to perform the lightest and most 
agicoable of the works ot husSiandry, by which the o-icn or heilters 
were not worn out, but rather grew M and frolicsome, smce hy the 
Divine law they were indulged with the liberty of feeding dnring their 
labor, —hy tlie yoke, &o. I-iterally, ImUcomeoixr iqjon, or assail. 

12. —rain r^ftteousjiesa t^oa you ; otherwise, iearji yoa njtooumess, 
U.—!ieiihaU reap iitjastiee; i. e ye shall sufliir inj ustice or wrong- 

doing from others. —Ihe fruit of fm^lwod; i. a. such fruit as is worthy 
of a hypocritical afltctation of piety. Possibly ihe phrase, ye sAaU 
reap injustice, may mean, by a Hebrew usage, the consequence of mjus- 
lice, i. e. wretch^Mss. The fruit of falsehood may also mean fids', 
frtut that which disappoints, or is unlookcd for. But the analogous 
cased do not quite suppoit such a view of tlie meaning of this pas- 
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sage. — % vjwj. In tliis connection woij seems lo denote the per- 
verae ways in general wliieli were devised by tiie people in order 
to obtain relief from their calami tiea, instead of resorting to God. 
Otherwise loag may denote idalalii/, especially ml/-vmihip. 

U. SMmati, ^. The prophet aeuias lo alluda to a fact not 
recorded by any of the sacred historians. 

15. Bethd; i. e. the idolatrous worship of Beihel.— 7n Uie moming; 
i. e. suddenly. Otherwise, lite the monuiig daivn. 

XI. 2. — those that rtdled then; i. e. the prophets. 

4. — ktrnmn cords ; i. e. not as beasts are made to go, but by gentle, 
pcrsuasire methods. The Ohaldee paraphrase is beautiful : '< As be- 
loved children are drawn, I drew them with the strength of love." 
— Ufivpihe yoke. There may bo an allusion to the custom of raising 
the yoke when it pressed the cheeks of the laboring beast, so as to 

i. — to Egypt; i. e, Uiey shall not have an opportunity to resort to 
Egypt for aid. Or, they shall not go into Egyptian servitude, but lo 
a worse, in a more distant country, Assyria. 

8. Adinak. Six Gen. xiv. 8. 

XII. l.—-_^eth on wind; i. e. adopts and is delighted with vain 
windy plans ; indnlges tlie vain hope of safety and prosperity by 
forming alliances with the great powers, Assyria and Egypt. —ea»t 
wind; which was not mereiv unprofitable, but noxious and destrnc- 
tivB. —mlisoarri(d,&x.; i. e, as a present, to obtain the aid and alli- 
ance of the Egyptians. 

S. — toak Ms brother, &c It seems to be mentioned in praise of the 
neal of their «ieesror Jacob in obuining the blessing of God, tliat in 
the womb he performed an action which was an omen of hia superi- 
ority over his brother, and of his obtaining the blessing of the first- 
born.— in *i< sirength, Sx. ; i. e. in his adult vigor. — mjiVA God; i, e. 
with the angel, in whom dwelt his spirit, iiumen, and who was tlie rei>. 
resontntire of God "^ 

*.—liefoiaid. &c , 1 e God found Jacob, and tpite wiih u, his 
posterity, in connection with him 

S. Je/iBBoh, fie 'Ihere is htro an allnston to the etymologicnl 
meaning of the name Jebovah, the eteraoi or undiam/eabk, he who 
alivays will he that whith lie ii As he manifested himself lo jour 
ancestor Jacob, so he mil manifeat himself to you his descendants, if 
you seek his favor with the same earnestness and peueieiajice «ljich 
lie exhibited. 

7. — a Canruaiite; i. e. not a true Israelite, not a (rue son of Jacob is 
Ephraim, but an odions Canaanile, whose chief business was traffic, 
and who was notorious for dishonesty. Otherwise, o traJUcker. But 
this is not so emphatic. Comp. Lev. xviii. 3 ; lizck. xvi. 3. 

9. — OBiaetlieB to dtwU intents. It has been a matter of great doub. 
among expositors, whether these words aie to be regarded aa a promise 
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or a threat. Ab the words of the prerading line /, Jdavah, haee leeit 
% God, i. e. thy protector, seem nalurallj to inn-oduco a promise of 
good, and aa it 19 the manner of the Hebrew propheta, especiallj of 
Hoseo, to introduce promises of fatnre blessinss 'ory nbrnplly in tho 
niiclBt of threatoningB, I incline to the opinion that the meaning is, that, 
ou condition of repsnlance and trust in the God of their fathers, he 
would again cause them to dwell securely in tents, however troubled 
and calamitous was their present condition. The other view of the 
meaning is, that God would remove them fi'om their land, and canse 
Ihem to dwell in tents away from their homes, as on tho annual festi- 
vals they eould only be accommodated in tents without the city. 

12, 18. Jacob Jkd, &c. The ohjeet of these obsciire verses may be 
to show from what a small beginning, and iVom what a low condition, 
God rfusffll the Hebrew nadon to prosperity, and thus to make their 
ingratittide appear move criminal. 

XHI. 2. — Jti'ss thecohies. A mode of worship. See I Kings xix. 18. 

3. — chimn^. Mora strictly hde or mndoie for the smoke. 

7. — T/iereJbre ftaiw / become, &c. There is some doubt in regard to 
the tense in wliich the verbs in tliis and the following rerscs should be 
rendered. The rendering which I have adopted seems to me best 
supported by Hebrew grammatical nsi^, and as consialent as any 
with the connection. The prophet so identifies himself and his con- 
temporaries with the people of Israel in theif whole past history up to 
thdr progenitor Jacob, comp. sii. 3, that it is soinotimcs difficult to 
determine whether ho refers to the past, the present, or the future 

g. — Ithathbeen thy detlmcHoa. Valiinble i» is the sentiment in the 
common version, the original will scarcaiy authoriue it. The lu.ider- 
ing which I adopt requires only the supply of the finite verb. The 
literal translation being, " It hath destroyed thee, O Isrofil, that [thou 
hast been] against roe, against thy help." See vii. 13. 

12. — ittreiKaT0iiip; i. e. is not forgotten by the Doity, but will 
receive punishment. See tho note to my version of Job xiv, 17. 

13. larrg hug, S«. ; i. e. he would extricate himself from his 

Btraita and calamities by repeneanee. 

li. — tJie grave. Literally, (SeioKfeMwrW, SSeoI. The terms " death 
and " Sheol" are evidently nsed in a figurative sense here to denota 
the lowest, most hopeless state of uationBl depression. For the sake of 
rhetoric I retain the term grave here rather than '• Sheol" or " undoi> 
world." — tJit/ destruetim ; 1. e. thy destructive power, or, the destrue- 
tion inflicted by thee. In this verse, as in tho tenth, it is better to read 
n'S, v)here, instead of 'J7g!. I ""'" 6e. This completes the figure begun 
in verse thirteenth in a niannor mora agrooable to Hebrew ides I than 
the other mode of rendering. This was the reading of the Sept., Arab., 
Sjr., Aquila. It was adopted by many of the older critiia (see 
Poole's Synopsis), and by most of the moderns, such as Ner^mo, 
Geeeniiis, Hil«i|;, De Wctto, and others. I was fovmcriy unwi;,'."n; *>» 
adopt this reading and rendci'ing, on account of the coiincci J. ■» 
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Terses 13 and 14 with tho srntimcnt in verse 15. But tho traneitEona 
from threatening to promise are, in tlio prophetic writings, often 
Turj abrupt, Comp. Amos is. 11 ; Mie. ix. ], 10; Is. xliii. 28; six. 
17, 18, &c. ; xlix. 11 ; xlii. 35 ; xliii. 1, &c ; xsx. 17, 18. It was u 
settled thing in the minds of the prophets tliat Isrnel was one da; to be 
in a state of glory. Hcuco it is not unnatural that, in their severest 
threatenings of tuttionol degradation and ruiti, the prophets should 
remember the promise of God to the fathers of the nation, and predict 
a restoration to national prosperity and glory. It is as if thej said, 
wlien describing the national ruin, the panisliraant of sin. To snch a. 
state of degradation shail the nation be reduced by sin, before the 
glorious future shall come. — hidden from j/tiae ^ee ; i. e. my parposo 
is tinohangeable. This purpose relates to the promise of the precedirtg 
versa, which is not inconsistonl with previous destruction to bo brought 
on those who refused to repent and obey God'a laws, as set forth in 
the fifteenth and following verses. For a very illnstradve passage, 

XIV. 2. — sacrifices of oer lips. Literally, calves or bullocks of our 



NOTES ON ISAIAH. 

AoconDixo to the Hebrew jn.';cription of the book ascribed to Isaiah, 
and to other indications contained in it, this prophet lived in the reigns 
of Uzztah, Jotham, Ahan, and Hesekiah, kings of Judah ; i. e. from 
aboHt 758 to 710 years before the Christian era. From, chapter sixth, 
which is with reason supposed to indicate his call to the prophetic ofBce, 
it is plain that he began to eseraao it in the last year of Uzziah. As 
there are no pmphetdcs in the hook which seem to belong to the r^gn 
of Jotham, it has been conjectured that in the first verse of the sixth 
chapter we should read, "In the year in which King JaOmm died." 
But this is unnecessary. Since, if Isaiah delivered prophecies during 
that reign, the; niay not have been committed to writing, or the; may 
have been lost. From the thirty-ninth chapter it appears that he flour- 
ished nntil the fburteenth year of Hezckiah. After this time ive find 
no notice of him, except in an im]>robablo Jewish tradition. 

Isaiah is said, in the inscription, (o have been the sou of a certain 
AmoB, or Aniols. Many of the lathcis of the Church supposed this 
Amoz to be the same with ihc prophet Amos. This error arose ftout 
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« fliat tho Septuagint version nses the same Greek word 
to denote both ; whereas the Hebrew word for Amos Is (liRerent from 
that for Amoi. There is a Rnbliinieal tradition, tha^ Amoz was iho 
Lrother of King Amaiiah ; but it rests on no proper liistorieal grounds, 
and is improhahle. Prom 6cts recorded in the seventh chapter, &c., 
and from the thirty-sixth to the thirty-ninth, as well as from tho gen- 
eral tenor of his writings, we gather reason to ascribe to him unbound- 
ed moral courage and fervent patriotism, united with an earnest and ra- 
tional piety. 

Isaiah hits usually been regarded, by English critics, as the very 
first among the Hebrew poets. No one can fail to admire the sirangth 
and majesty of language, the richness of thought' and imagery, (he 
vividness of representation, and the easy, earnest flow of expression, 
whiuh disdngnish various portions of the collection of prophecies as- 
cribed to Isaiah. But to me it seems that in no one of the highest 
characteristics of poetry is that wonderful production, the book of Job, 
infiirior lo any of the pieeee asL-rlhed to Isaiah ; while it surpasses them 
all in variety and comprehensiveness of thought, and in depth ojid 
tenderness of feeling. 

Since the time of the German critic Docderleln, who first expressed 
doubts of the genni«eii6ES of Is. xL - Ixvi., it lias licen questioned, on 
internal grounds, whether various portions of the bout of Isaiah were 
written by that prophet. Gesenius, the celebrated commentator upon 
Isaiah, allows to him the authorship of only about one third part of 
the book asfribeJ lo him. Of the remaining portion he supposes by 
lar the greater part to have been written by an unknown prophet just 
before the return of the Jews Irom the exile at Babylon. The portions 
which Gesenias regards as not written by Isaiah are chapters xiii., xiv. 
1-27, XV., xvi. 1-13, xxi. 1-10, xjtiv., xxv., xxri., xxvii., and 
from xxxiv. to the end of the book. The prophet, or prophets, whose 
writings are contained in the colieetion ascribed to him, are however 
regarded as genuine prophets as Isfuoh himseltj and in spirituality and 
comprehensiveness of religious vieivs perhaps his superiors. When 
they are called, as they sometimes are, the ungennine Isaiah, it is only 
meant that the writings of some great unknown prophet or prophets 
have been ascribed to the wrong author. As it is universally acknowl- 
edged that some Psalms have been ascribed lo David and some Prov- 
erbs to Solomon, of which they wore not the authors, so it is supposed 
that the collectors of the Hebrew prophetic literature ascribed the ad- 
mirable prodncdons of some unknown authors to so eminent a prophet 
as Isainh. The views of Gesenius have been adopted by nearly all the 
distinguished commentators on Isaiah in Germany; sucli as Maurer, 
Hitiig, Ewald, Umbrdt, and De Wette. 

Ch. I. 1. The viai'ms. With Gesenius I take the original word to 
be a collective term, used as in I Sam. iii. 1, Prov. xxix. IB, to sig- 
nify the prnplienipnij, or the prophecies^ of Isaiah. It appears probable 
that tills inscription was at first prefixed to tlie first twelve chapters. 
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forming a collection of prophecies relating to Judah and Jerusalem, 
TUat it was not originally prefixed to the whole book is proiiabio from 
his mentioning Jndah and Jcrusnlem withoHl reference to the foreign 
radons against which many prophecies are directed. Vitringa, who 
U followed by Lowth and other learned critics, supposes that the form- 
er part of the Otie was originally prefixed to the eingle prophecy, or 
discourse, contained in the first chapter, and tiiat wlien tlie collection 
of all Isaiah's prophecies was made, the enumeration of the kings of 
Jndah was added to make it at the same dme a proper title lor the 
whole book. 

This chapterwith the rest ia termed a vision. Bat the reader will 
observe that it contains nothing properly prophetic, but only a picture 
of Iha depravity of the times, probably the times of Ahas, with general 
promises and Ihroatenings according to the principles of the Jewish 
religion. The predicdon of future events is not 10 be regarded as 
tlio sole, or even as the prindpal, business of the prophoca He was 
a, preacher of religion, wliose principal business it was to exert an in- 
flnenco upon his contemporaries. 

2. — Hem-, Oyeheaixas. "God is introdnced as entering npon a 
solemn and pubhc action, or pleading before the whole world against 
.is disobedient people. The prophet, as herald, or officer to proclaim 
the snmmons to the court, calls apon all created beings, celestial and 
terrestrial, to attend, and bear witness to tlie trutli of his plea and the 
justice of his cause." — Loutk. 

5. — Where, &c. ; !. e. On ute part. The moaning is, tliat already 
they bad been so severely bruised, or punished, that there was scarcely 
a whole limb left, on which they could be smitten. This interpretation 
is fiivored by what follows ; From tfie eo(e of tlie fiot, &c ; otherwise. 
Why will ye be smitt«n more t Why will ye renew your rebellion t 

6. — presaai; i. e. The blood and matter have not been excluded 
by gentle pressure. " The art of medicine in the East consists chieflj 
in external applications ; accordingly, the prophet's images in this 
place are all taken from sui^ry. Sir John Cliardin, in his note on 
Prov, iii. 8, 'It sliall be health to thy navel and marrow to thy 
bones,' observes, that ' tlie comparison is taken from the plasters, oint- 
ments, oils, and frictions, which are made use of in the East upon the 
belly and stomach in most maladies. Being ignorant, in the vilh^s, 
of Uie art of making decoctions and potjons, and of the proper doses 
of Buch things, they generally make use of external medicines.' — Har- 
mbb's Oiaereatlma on Scripture, Vol. II. p. 488. And in surgery their 
materia medica is extremely sipiple; oil making the principal part of 
it. ' In India,' says Tavcmior, ' they have a certain preparation of 
oil and melted grease, which they commonly nse for the healing of 
wontids.' Voyage Ind. So the good Samaritan poured oil and wine 
on the wounds of the distressed Jew ; wine, cleansing and somewhat 
astringent, proper for a fresh wound ; oil, mollifying and healing. 
Luke X. 34 " — Dnnlh. 

8. — daughter of Zioa; i. e. Zion itself. Fur a t:arned and satisfao- 
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tory account of the expression, see Gcscniiia's Lex, on tbe woid nj. 
— as asAed in a vineyard! " A little teDiporaiy liut covered with boaghsj 
Btiaw, tnrf, or the lilte marccials, Ibr a shelter from the heat by day, 
and the cold and dews by night, top the ivalchman that kept the gar- 
don, or vineyard, during the short season while the fruit was ripening 
(see Job xsvii. 18), and presently removed, when it had served that 
pnrpose. See Harmer's Observ. I. 4S4. Tliey were probably obliged 
to have such a constant watch, to defend the fruit from the jackals." 
Tho meaning is, that all things around the city Uy desolate, like the 
withoivd vines of a cueuraber-gardcn around the watchman's hut ; in 
other words, that the eily alone stood safe, amid the ruins caused by 
the enemy, like the hut in a gathered garden of cacumbeps. It now 
appears to me that the rendering ••ddivevd" dty is untenablo. The 
rendering " mabA^oaa;" "casUe Jbr tmtehiag," I'eceutly proposed by 
Gesenius Md Hiteig, seems also by no means snfHciently sapported by 
Hebrew uAge, when we consider how often the term occurs in another 
sense. I ihorcfore adopt the plain meaning of the terms, though it 
may seem unpoetical and incongruous to compare a city with a city. 

3. Je/iooak of /mats. "This," says Gesenius, "is the moat com- 
mon name of God in the genuine Isaiah, and in Jeremiah, Zaehai'iah, 
and Malachi. It represents him as the roler of the hosts of heaven, 
i. e. the angels and the stars. Sometimes, but less frequently, we 
meet with the appcllinion, Jehovah, God of hosts. Hence some sup- 
pose the expression Jehooah of kosU to be elliptical. But it is not a 
correct assertion that Jehovah, aa a proper name, admits of no geni- 
tive. For such relations and adjuncts m are expressed by tbe genitive 
often depend upon proper names. So in Arabic poelry one is called 
EdiaA of the poor, in reference to his liberality. ■ So iu Scolliah poetry 
we have the expressions CuckvUm of alUdds, Dianm of the f>rea. In 
explaining the expi'esaiijn we need only sappiy the idea of God, in- 
cluded in tlie name Jehovah." 

10. Yepnncfa of Sodom. " The incidental mention of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, in the preceding verse, snggested to the prophet this 
spiriled address to the mlers and inhabitants of Jerusalem, under the 
character of princes of Sodom and people of Gomorrah." — ioirtA. 
In imputing to the inhabitant of Jerusalem tho choracrer of the peo- 
pie of Sodom and Gomorrah, the prophet refers without doabt to 
their general depravity, and not to any panicular vice or vices. 

n.^t/iefat, the Mood. The fat and the blood are particularly men 
tioned, because these were in all Bacrifices sot apart to God. The 
fat was always burnt npon the altar, and the blood was parliy 
sprinkled, diflerenHy on different occasions, and partly poared out at 
the bottom of tlie altar. See Lev. iv. Ohialions and sacrifices were 
acceptable to God, so far only as they were expressions of right feeling 
toward God in him that offered them. They wera therefore vain, and 
odious in tho sight of God, when braught by those who were destitute 
of such feelings. Comp. Amos v. 21-24. 

12. —to appear before me; i. e. to vi^it tho sanctuary, —lo tread 
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ny marts ; (. e. to profane them. This intcrprotalim 

preferable to tlie common one, wliich re^'ards tho ex 

pear Hefore im, and to tread aiff courts, as sjnonyinone. See xxviii. 3. 

So, in Bev. x.1 2, the heathen ai'e said lo treail under fbot (jrareu;) the 

holy city. See also 1 Mac. iii. 45. 51 ; iv. 60. 

13. Theiiea!moim<dso,iatdlheaMatk,aiidl}ieca}.liv!ioftheasseiiiiy; 
supply " are an aboiBiaatum to me," from the preceding lino. Or the ■ — 



t, ""d the sabbalA, and the caUaig of 

theassembli/. — Iniqmy and festlwils I caitBot endure. Tor an account of 
the manner in whieh the new moon was celehrated, aeo Numb, sxviii. 
11, &o. —t/iecotlaiffoftheasseiMi/. For an aecoant of (he festivals in 
which Ibe solemn assemiily was prodmraed, or called together by procla- 
mation of ft tiei-nld, eeeLcv. xxiii. 2-8;NDmb. Kxviii. 18-25. The 
Mahometans still call the followers of tho prophet to prayer by a 
similaf method. — laiguity ami festioah; i. e. religious festji'ala cele- 
brated by the Hnrigbteoiis, or fiiliowed by tho commission of all man- 
ner of wiekednesB by those who celebrate them. Lowth's translation 
of this line is foanded on a conjectural reading, which appears to bo 
wholly annecesiiary. 

16. Lifting up of tho hand is the well-known token of snpplica- 
tioti, not only among the JcH-s, bnt various ancient and modern 
nations. To bide, or tnrn away, the face, is an eqaally intelligible 
token of disregard and neglect. ~ Ynar hands are full of blood. It has 
been remarked by several critica, that this line is probably to ba 
understood figuratively, as referring to the oppression of the weak and 
helpless, of widows and orphans. It is not impossible, however, lliat 
it may refer lo a slate of society when homicides were frequent, mid 
wlien the pcqietraWra were suffered to escape with impunity. 

18. — anjue tagelher; i.e. aa before a court of jostice. Tlio com- 
mon interpromtion of thia verse, which makes it express solely the 
extent of the Uirine mercy, has with some reason been called in ques- 
tion. The connection scema to favor the supposition that the meaning 
is, that the Jewish nation should bo purified by tho roformatiou, or by 
the destruction, of the wicked. Comp. ver. 25 - g8 ; iv. 4. 

21. — a harlot; a woll-tnown image for on iV&AWcess. 

32. Thg tUeer, &c ; i. e. thy most distinguislicd men have become 
corrupt; as the image is illnstrntoci in the nest' verse. — adidleraled 
milk water. According to tieseniua the original expression is, Tiiy 
wine is dnamcised, mia^ed, or, as we should say, mmiiered, with water. 
So Martial, Bp. i. 18, Sixha et Juffulore Fuleram. It should be ro- 
mombcred that what is called mixed wine in other parts of Scriptnre 
is a very difierent thing from watered wine. Tho former is wine made 
stronger by a mixtnfo of powerful and intosicating ingredients. 

24. — eaaeme. "Anger arising from a sense of injury and affront, 
especially from those who from every consideration of duty and grat- 
itude ought to have behaved far otherwise, is au uneasy and painful 
sensation ; and revenge, executed lo Ehe full on the offenders, removes 
and conseq^uently is^pleasing and qaie^ng, at least 
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for the present." — LoaA That tlie prophet should have ascribed such 
a sentiment to the Deity, is to be explained by referring to the age 
nnd people for which he wrote. See my Introduction to Paalnia, p. 
vii., &c 

29. — lerAinths, gardens. " Sacred groves were a very ancient and 
favorite appendage of idolatry. They were furnished with the temple 
of the god to whom they were dedicated, with altars, images, and 
with everything necessary for performing the varions rites of worship 
ofTered lliere ; and were the scenes of many impure ceremonies, and 
of much abominable superstition," — LowOi. 

30. — a garden in wlddi is no water. " In the hotter parts of the 
Eastern countries, a constant supply of water is so absolutely necessary 
for the cultivation, and even for lie preservation and existence of a 
gurden, that, should it want water but for a fow days, everything in it 
would be burnt up with the heat, and totally destroyed. There ia 
therefore no garden whatever in those countries, but what has such a 
certain supply, either from some neighboring river, or from a reservoir 
of water collected from springs, or filled with rdn-w»ter in the proper 
season in snfflcient quantity to afford ample provision for tbe rest of 
tJie year. Moses, having described the habitation of man newly 
created as a garden, planted with every tree pleasant to the sight and 
good for food, odds, as a circumstance necessary to complete the idea 
of a garden, that it was well snppUed with water : ' And a nver went 
ont of Eden to water the garden.' Gen. ii. 10." — Lawtk. See also 
Gen. xiiL 10 ; Jtr. xvii. 8 ; Ecclus. xxiv. 40, 41 ; Prov. xxi. 1 ; Eeclcs. 
ii. 5, 6. 

Chapters II., III., and IV. undoubtedly form one coniinucd dis- 
course. Though it contains no allusion to a personal Messiah, it de- 
scribes a state of things which, in other passages, Isaiah represents as 
being introduced by a wise, righteous, and mighty King, raised up by 
Jehovah. It was probably written about tlie end of the reign of 
Jotluun, or the beginning of that of Ahaz. 

II. 2. — 0/ the head of. This is strictly literal. Comp. Amos vi. 7; 
Mic. ii, 13. — e/iaUJ/niii; shall come in g;rcat nunibei-s and with groat 
eagerness, like a, mighty river. 

i. He ihall if, &c. The connection with the preceding verses 
requires the pronoun to be referred to Jehovah. 

5. — IB ihe UgU of Jekovohi i. e. in the path illuminated by him ; 
i. e. follow his instructions and obey his laws. See Ii. 4 ; Prov. vi. 

6. — of ihe East; i. e. Eastern manners, corrtiptious. lit. Jilled 
from the East. 

7. — of horses. In violation of the law. Dent, xvii. 16. 

13-16. By the accumulation of images in those verses the proph- 
et probably means to describe particularly the powerful and wealthy 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. Ships of Tarshish are mentioned, because 
they contributed to the wealth of Jerusalem. Ships sailing to Tar- 
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shisii denoted probabTy the largest kind of ships ; Tavshish being tha 
most distant celehmled mart k. the inhabitants of Palestine in those 
times, —heaulifid Jhgs. So Gesenius, who ohserves that the Phceni- 
eian and Egyptian vessels had their flags and sails of purple and other 
splondid colors. See Ezek. xxvii. 7, Comp. also the parallelism m 
verses 13-16. ^ 

20. — the looks and Uie bats; i. e. they shall thrust (hem into dark 
corners, holes, Ac., tbe usual residence of moles and hats. 

ni. 3. — sla'Ifa! la charms; i. e. he would take away everything in 
which they trusted, both had and good, the ciiarmers as well as'^he 
prophets. See Hosea iii. 4. 

4, 5. A description of the anarchy which wootd follow the loss of 
the eminent men of the state. 

6. — in hia J^her's house f i. e. a man of family and opulence who 
has kept himself aloof from the dissensions of the times, confining 
himself, as it were, to his father's honse. —this ruin; i.e. the ruined 

7.— bread nor Toirnent. "'It is cnstomarr through all the East," 
Bftys Sir John ChMvlin, ' to gather together an immense quantity of 
fHmitnre and clothes; for their fashions never alter.' Princes and 
great men are obliged to have a great stock of snch things in readiness 
for presents on all occasions. ' The kings of Persia,' says the same 
author, ' have great wardrobes, where there are always many hun- 
drcfls of habits ready, designed for presents, and sorted.' This ex- 
plains Ihe meaning of the excuse made by him that ia desired \o 
HTidertake the government ; he alleges that he has not wherewithal 
10 support the dignity of the station by such acta of Uberality and 
hospitality as the kw of custom required of persons of superior 
rank."— Zou;(A. 

12. — deslna/ the vms, &c. ; i. e. lead thee to destruction. 
iG. ^fiot-dasps, fie.; making a tinkling, in order to attract notice, 
with the footclasps, or bracelets, which the Eastern women were accus^ 
tomed to wear round their ankles. 

IS. — net-worts. Probably net-work caps, ornamental coverings fbr 
the head, —creseents ; i. e. small ornaments, in the shape of a half- 
moon, worn on tbe neck. Judges viii. 21 -28. 

19. — eor-riiu/s; or, more literally, ear-drops or pendants. — veSs. 
The Hebrew term is borrowed from their waving motion. 

20. — onHe-cAauis; i. e. chains connecting the foo^cIaEps, and thus 
regulating the gait- —bdts, or girdles : a very expensive part of an 
Eastern lady's dress. — per/ameJioxes i answering the pnrpose of what 
are now called smeUingiiiliea. — amitlets; i. e. gems, or plates of gold 
or silver, having magical fbnnuks inscribed on iJiem, and worn ronnd 
the neck, or in the enr^, as chnrma against danger and misfortune. 

23. —parses, containing tlieir money, and prohably attndhed to the 
belt. — mirrara : small, or, as we should say, pocket miirori, of pol- 
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23. — lari/fi EC-its : prohaltlj a tliin gauze covering worn by femslM 
over iboir other garmeiita when they went out, Bomclimes thrown over 
their heads, and sometimes over cbcir shoulders. 

26. Sitting on the groand was a posture (hat denoted deap mourn- 
ing and disU'ess. Cotnp. Lam. ii. 10, and note. Zioii is here spolicn 
of in the third person. la the preceding veree she is addressed in the 
second. 

IV. 1. — seuen tmrnen. " The nnmber of men slnln in battle sliaU 
be so great, that seven women shall bo left to one man. They will 
take hold of them, and use the most pressing importunity to be 
married ; in spite of the natural suggestions of jealousy, they will be 
content with a share only of the rights of niomage in common with 
several others, and that on hard conditions, renouncing the legal 
demands of the wile on tlie husband (see Ex. nxi. 10), and begging 
only the name and credit of wedlock, and to bo freed liMui the re- 
jmiaeh of celibacy." See cb. liv. 1, 4. 

*.. — increase of Jehooah. The Hebrew term is often iisecl in this 
dense. See Gen. xix. 25; Hoses viii. 7; Ezek. xvi. 7; Pa. Ixv. 11 
(10). Talien in this collective sense, which is confirmed by the par- 
allel phrase fiait of the land, the increase, produce, or rpvwlJi of Jehovah 
will denote the prodactions of the land sacred to Jebovali, or under 
his peculiar care. See Manrer ad loe. Calvin understands it of a 
spiritual growth, or such a groivth or harvest of men as Jehovah 
produces ; but this does not correspond so well with the parallelism and 
the connection. Otherwise, branch of Jdiocdh, denoting that, though 
the tree, which represents the nation, wonld be in a great measure 
destroyed, a branch or Eprout would remain, from which the nadon 
■would revive and have new growth. See vi. 13. 

3. — writtm doom for lifi ; i. e. predestined to live; have their names 
written in God's hook of life. 

4. — Oie spirit of judgment, &c. ; i. e. by putting forth his spirit, or 
power, in punishing and exterminating. 

V. This chapter is snpposed by the most eminent critics W have 
been written a short time after the preceding passage, in the early part 
of the reign of Ahaz. 

2. — sour gmpei. This rendering of the original term is ably snp- 
ported by Gesenius ad loe. The word probably denotes small unripe 
grapes, offensive to the smeli as well as to the taste. 

T. This verse in the ori^nal affords an instance of the parono- 
masia, or play upon words, which was considered a great ornament 
of style vrith the Hebrews : 

He looked for miipal, and behold, laispach I 
For zedakah, and behold, tmkah ! 
Many examples of it occur in Isaiah. I have not been able to 
imitate it in English consistently with thu dignity of style which 
belongs to the subject. 
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14. — graedy Oiroat ; lit. jpvediness, whicli, from tlio verb ciilinectcd 
with it, and tho parallelism, nppeara to IJO usod for ffreedy IkrotU. 

17. — hiob) feed; i. e. on tiio land of the proud and Hrealthy, who 
have gone down to Hades, as mendoncd in v. 14. 

18. — draw cal<im!ig zeilJi cards, &c. ; i. e. who Bin with a. high hand, 
with exeition aad ind*try, as it were, and thns draw punishment 
upon themselveB The Hcbruw terms translated calatdbj and punkh- ' 
went literal}' denote viuqiittg and sin. Bnt b/ usage they sometimes 
denote the conaeijuenees of sin. So the common version in Zeeh. siv. 
19; Lara m 39 Thuoin this passage the strange idea of drawing 
Bin by sin is avoided 

27.— girdle, Sc. hce note on Job xii. 21, 

SQ. — iUdoads! i e tho dark tloudt, nbiLli haie oier^iiadun^d (hj 
land of JndB.bi. 

VI. ^. — glouilug stone The use of Ihe Original word in other 
passages seems to reqnire this rendering Heated stones nere used 
bj the Orientals lo heat milk, to cook meat, bread, &c It seems 
probable that stones were heated on the altar to cook tho meat of the 
Bacriflces, or to consume the sooner that which was to be oonsnmed 
See Bochart. Hieroi. P. I. Lib, IL cap. xxxiv. 

9. Hear ye, indeed. Though the verbs are in the imperative form, 
the langqage is evidently that of strong emotion, expressing what 
would be ilie rcsnlt of the prephet's preathing, throagh tho wicked- 
ness of the Jews. 

10. — Make ffrosa. In the language of prophecy, this means merely. 
Declare that they will be gress. See Jer, i. 10 ; Ezok. xliii. 3 ; Hos. 
■vi. fi, — Siar heails. The heart was regarded as the seat of the under- 
EEaading by the Hebrews. 

Vn. 3, Shtar-Joshak This symboliciil name signifies, A rannaat 
Ml return. 

8. But the head of Syria, &c. ; i, e. Syria shall not enlaige its do- 
minions by the conquest of Jerosalem, — Ai^ mithin threetcore, &c. 
Gescnius gives some good reasons for the supposition that the words 
inclnded in brackets are spurioas. It is at least exwemely probable 
that they are out of place. 

IB. I aiili mil tempi Jehovah. Ahaz seems to answer the prophet 
with an ironical sneer, expressing his unbelief and his contempt of the 
prophet in the language of religious revereuee. 

14, — the damsd; 1. e. my damsel, the damsel betrothed lo me. I 
Bee not what otJier forae the article can have in this connection. So in 
Prov, vii. 19, "The good man " tncans "my liusband," So in our 
idiom, tie governor, the schoolmaster, is our governor, &c The term 
tranalaMd damsel means a young woman of marriageable age, with- 
out I'eiference to virginity. To express that idea Isaiah would have 
used a different word, viz. n^4n^- —shaU conceive. The rendering 
htOh amceived is equally allowable ; .in which ease the damsel must be 
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regardea not only aa the betrothed, but as the wife of tho pro]>hct. As 
" the son " was to be a sij;n to Ahaz, " the damsel," who was to be his 
mother, must have been then living. — Itimonad ; i. e. God-is-mlh^as, a 
symbolieal name, — such as was very common with tho Hebrews, — to 
signify that God would be on the side of Judah (Ps. xlvi. 1, 7, 11 ; Is. 
xtiil. 2 i Gen. mi. 20), and protect and sav^hom from the combined 
armies of Bezin, king of Syria, and Pekah, king of Israel. As to liio 
eign, it seems to have consisted in the symbolical name to be given to 
the child by his mother. Thus in viii. 18, " Behold, I, and tho children 
which Jehovah hath given me, are signs and tokens in Israel," &c. ; i. b. 
by the names of good omen which through the inflnence of the Divine 
spirit have been given ns ; -the word IsaiaJt meaning J^otiah-is-3almliou! 
Immaiiad, God-is-uiilJMis ; and Shear-Ja^ib, a Teaaiaai shall return. 
Such appears to be the obvious meaning of tliis much disputed pas- 
sage, on which 1 merely give my judgment, as in duty bound, without 
discuKsing ditfbrent opinions, or giving all tlie reasons which might 
bo adduced for my own. 

15. Millc aiu! honeg shoU he eat, &c. By comparing this with vorse 
22,themeaningnmy appear to be that the land would remain wasted for 
some lime, so that tho child Immanuel, in common with the people to 
which he was a eign, and which be, as it were, represents, should have 
nothing but milk and honey to eat. Tliis wasting of the land would 
conlinne till Iinmanuol should be able to refuse the evil and choose tho 
good ; i. e. attain to some intelligence, so as to malie moral distinctions. 
How many years are denoted, seems not ah'iolutely certain from any 
passage. But in ch. viii. 3, 4, w hre rs d pp p 

more, were to elapse before the p m sed d d m o 

Judah through the instrn mentality h A yn 

17. Even the king of Ass^a. Th w d re rded a 
marginal gloss, tliat has been in rod ed a o he l« by m tak 
by Houbigant, Seeker, Lowth, Eichh rn G n a and th rs 

18. — Jly. bee: images to denote n and ti m 

20. — shaite, fie,, an image den ^ b a d g ra 
desolation of a country. — mfS th f -^ 3 Ces ns- 
peets these words to be a gloss, n h m 

Isaiah to explain a metaphor, which n d b n w If 

it be a gloss, it is no doubt a corr e 

21, 23. These verses are intended as eirenmstances indicative of 
desolation, and not of a mitigation of the calamity. . The moaning is, 
that, on account of the redaced population, pastures should be abun- 
dant, and the few inhabitants that were left should abound witli milk, 
&c., being destitute of corn, wine, &c. 

VIII. 1. Rastelk'lhe-pre^, Speedeih-ihespnil. So Hitzig, Maurer, 
rarst. Otherwise, He-hasieth-to-the-prey, He-spcedeth-to-tho-spoil. In 
either case, it is a symbolic name, denoting that Damoscns and Syria 
would soon become the spoil of the king of Assyria. In verses 6 and 
7, the same thing is threatened agfiinst Judah. 
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r. 7%e king 0/ Assr/ria and aU Ms glory. This also I3 supposed by 
Geaenins to be a mai^iaal gloss, though a correct one. 

S. — tky land; i. e, thy iifttivo land. 

10. For Godiswitk us. The prophet evidentlj refers 10 the sym- 
bolical name of llie child. Ch. vii. 14. 

II. — asfi-DBjf haiid;t.e.a}niiBerfiili7ispiration. 

12. — a confederoa/ ; i. e. a dangerous confederacy, one tlireatenlng 
destructiiDD to Jndah. 

14. — aaaduory; i.e. rofnge, asylum. 

16. — TEOiiation, word; i. e. which were given 10 the prophet and 
by him communicated. Ch. riii. 1-16. —vnA mi/ disciples, &c. ; i.e. 
■with their aid anr) inspection. See verse 3. 

20. To the UK»Tt, &e. 8eeverEel6. — InigJa jitoming, &c. ; l e. a. 
night of affliction shall corae upon them, from which no morning of 
deliverance should come. 

IX. l.-—cii-de of the geiUiles. Thia circular district, of which the 
Hebrew appellation aftenvards passed into the proper name Galilee, 
seems at first to have includeil only a small portion of the tribe of 
Haphtali, bordering on Phcenicia, See Josh. xx. 7 ; 2 Kings xv. 29. 
In sabseqoent times it included more territory. 

5. — gream; i. e. tlie soldier'ii shoe, high and hollow, bonnti cm wiCi 
thonga and strongly shod with rails. 

6. — a child, a son; 1. e. a royal child, a king's son. — v.poa his shoul- 
der; reterring to an emblem of royalty nsually worn on the shoulder, 
whether a. sceptre or a robe; or perhaps merely to the oiroumetance 
that a burden is usnally lM>me upon the shonlder. — mighi^ potentate, 
or hero. There is much room for doubt whether the rendering mighty 
potenlate or hero, or migMg Gad, shoald he preferred. The general 
meaning of both renderings is the same. If the rendering "mighty 
God" be preferred, the meaning will be, that the promised king will lie 
powerfnl and invincible hbe God. SceEzok.xxxi.il; xsxii.21; Job 
x!i. 25. The note of the well known German commentator, Mourer, 
is a good one ; " That these words, i. e. hi^% potentate, or mightg God, 
are not to be separated, is evident from ch. x. 21, where they are joined. 
But it is a question whether m^A^fejo, Gee., or mighty Gorf, Ros., is the 
mie rendering. For in ch. x. 21, whore the words are applied 10 the 
Deily, the rendering mighlg hero is suitable, since Jehovah is ofWn called 
a hero, [mighty in battle,] as in Ps. xxiv. 8. So in this passage, i. e 
Is. ix. 6, where it is applied 10 the Messiah, it may be tendered mightg 
God, as well as mighty hero ; for kings are often called gods, as in Ps. 
Ixxxii. 6, (corap. Zech. xii. 8,) and the Messiah is the most noble of 
kings. It is hard to say, thei'efocc, which of these renderings is to he 
preferred. My mind, however, inclines to adopt mighlg liero as the cor- 
rect version, on account of a similar passage in Ezek. xxxii. 21 ; xxxi. 
11." — eueriasiing father ; i. e, perpetual guardian and friend of his peo- 
ple. Another version, adopted by some respectable scholars, is fatha 
of spoii or booln, i. e. divider of spoil. — prince of peace i i. e. prince 
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viho beings peace to liia people. It appears froni 

the Messianic prince was to establish peace by ulteriy prostiating llie 

eaemiea of his iteople. 

Gh. IX. 8 - X. 4. " This whole passage," says Lowth with gicat 
justice, " reduced to its proper and entire form, and healed of the dis- 
location which it suffers by the absurd division of the cliapters, mates 
a distinct prophecy, aud ajuat poem, remarkable for the i-egularit/ of 
ita disposition, and the elegance of its plan." It was probably written 
soon after the events described in 2 Kings xv. 29, xvi. 7, &c. 

15. This explanarion is rather too flat lo have proceeded from tha 
prophet. It looks like a gloss, and is supposed to be such by several 

20. — Jksk a/hk ana ; i. e. of him that should be his help and strength 
The image denotes the inveterate hostility between the tril)es. 

X. 3. — yoarghrij; i. e. your precious things, wealth in which you 

12. — fniit, &c- 1 i. 0. his boasting, which follows. 

lis. — notiBood; i. e. very different fiom wood, — the maker of the staff. 

16, — fotoaes; i. e. his alont, strong warriors. 

17. — his (AojTis and briers; i. e. the army of tho Assyrians, which is 
no moro able to resist God, than thorns and briers to resist a fire. 

18. — Jbrest,J!dd,&c.; i.e. his wan'iora. — spirit evealolliejieak; 1.8. 
entirely, altogether. The following line seems also to make it probable 
that tho proverbial expression above intimates the faintncas of spirit, 
as well as weakness of body, which would precude their destruction. 

22. — overjlow viith rlghteaasafxs ; i. e. bring in righteousness liko a 
flood. 

ST.~f<it steer I lit. Thy yoke Acdl break on arxmni of Jbinets. It 
Boems to be a metaphor, imperfectly expressed, drawn from a steer, 
who, in the fulness of strength and spirits, breaks the yoke. 

28. He is come, &c, A description of the Assyrian ai'my approach- 
ing Jerusalem. 

34. Lebanon; an image denoting the proud Assyrian host 

XI. 10. — gentHes; i. e. foreign nations. 

13. — eniaily ia Juduh; lit. enemies of Judah; i. e enemies of 
Ephrium within Judah. 

H. — Jig upon the shovlders; an image drawn from buds of prey, 
which pounce on the backs of those animals which they mean to seize 
It aeema to repi-esent the Israelites as invading tho Philislinci, who 
shall tnm their backs on them, or flee before them. 

15. Egyptian sea ; i. e. the Bed sea. But as the rivei in tho ne\t 
line undoubiedly denotes the Euphrates, which now separated the cap- 
tives in Assyria from their native land, the Egyptian aea may be used 
in a figurative aense to denote as great an obstacle as that which was 
in the way of the Hebrews when pursued by Pharaoh. It may, how- 
ever, be understood literally. See verse 11. 
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XIII. 2. Cnj aJoad to tleia ; i. e. to the Medcs. SoeversolT. 

5. — consecrated ones ; i.e. chosen, prepared, and set apart for war, HS 
if for a snored office, or for the accompli ah men t of the purposes of God 
against Babylon, — proud ext^ra ; i. e. the Persians, who are called by 
Herodotus, I. 89, "very prond by nature." 

4. The noise, &c. Here the prophet sceraa ta listen, and to hear at 
a distance the sonnd of the appraaching army. 

6. — Like a deslnicUaa : a destructive storm, &c. 

10. — tJie stars ofkeama, &c, " The Helnew poets, to express hap- 
pneas, prosperity, the instanration and advancomont of states, king- 
doms, and potentaKia, make use of imagos taken from the most striking 
parts of nature, from the heavenly bodies, bam the aun, moon, and 
stars, which they describe as shining with increased splendor, aiid nev- 
er setting ; tlio moon becomes like the meridian snn, and the snn's liL-ht 
IS augmenred sevenfold ; see Is. xxx. 2G. "Sev heavens and a new earth 
are creatBd, and a hrighler age commences. On the eontrnrv, the over- 
throw and destruction of kingdoms is represented by opposiw images; 
the stars are obsenred, the moon withdraws her light, and the sun shines 
no more ; the earth quakes, and the heavens tremble, and all things seem 
tending to their ori^nal chaos. See Joel ii. 10; iii. 15, 16; Amoi 
viii, 9; Matt. xxiv. 29." The foundation of these images, which ia not 
mentioned by Lowth, may be the drenmstance that the Deity is com- 
monly represenled as interposing for judgment in dark eionds, tempests 
&c., whieh hide the sim, &c. Some refer the foundation of these images 
to the emotions of the mind produced by calamity and danger, or the 
reverse; and suppose the passages in which they occur to mean, that 
in calamity everything looks dark and gloomy, the sun seems lo shine 
less brightly, &c, and that in prosperity all nature seems to acquire 
new beauty and splendor. 

22. (Wws, joetois. Gesenias ^ves the rendering Jackals for both 
ae Hebrew terms here rendered jocioils and m^ves. Perhaps the latter 
term, [p, included several howling animals, the jackal, red/, wUdikg, Sic. 

XIV. 12. Lucifer, i. e. morning-star. This traditional ronderine 
of the Sept, Vulg,, Targ., Rabbin., is best suited tc the connection 
and has some support from etymology. Otherwise, taking the word 



as a yerb, " Howl, s 



le morning. 



-the mount of asseaibls, &c. A high mountain where (he gods 
were supposed to hold their assemblies, and which seems to ha*-e 
occnpied the same place in the Babylonian mythology as Olympus in 
the Grecian, Compare what is said of mount Mcru, in the Hindoo 
theology. See Southey's Curse of Kebama, Book X. and the notes. 
31. — osniufe,- i.e. clouds of dust caused by an iorading army. 

XV. 1. Ar ofMoab. At was the metropolis of Moab, situated on 
the southern bank of the Amon, now called Eabba. —Kir of Moab 
Kir was a fortified city in Moab now called Kerrek, or Karrak. 

S. — the temple ; i. e. of their gods. 
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xlviii. 34. Taking baeh pass^ee i 
that it is ft proper name. 

9. — a lion ; i. e. an enemy ; perhaps Judah. Comp. Geu. slix. 9. 

XVI. 1. — the kmAs. These were probably due as tribute from 
Moab. See 2 Sam. viii. 2 ; 2 Kings iii. 4. 

2. — iKil ; i. e. the young in the nest, nestlings. 

3-5. These rerses seem to be the language of the Moabilish fiigi- 
tives to the Jews. Verse sixth contains the answer of the Jews. No 
idiom is more common in the Old Testamont than the omission of the 
words sayiag, S(vlh he, sa^ tJia/, &e. — Offer coansd ; gine decision. The 
Jews seem to bo exhorted to intervene, and arbitrate between the Mo- 
abites and their enemies. 

4. — w^imtcaas: lit. my outcasts of Moab ; i. e. of mc, Moab. 

a. They Tfoelied, So. A hyperbolical description of the shoots ot 
the vine. — the sea; i. e. the Dead Sea. 

14. — like the i/ears of a kirtting ; i. e. it wiii happen at this exact 
time, as the hireUng leaves off woric at the appointed hour. 

XVH. 10. — foreign soil ; i. e. far-fet«hed, yalnable shoots. 
11. — dag of possession ; i. e. the time when you expect to tate pos- 
session of the harvest. 

XVIII. 1. — ru^Ujig mngs; i.e. of armies; referring, at the same 
time, to the noise of the wings of armies and that of the wings of 
birds. The conntry intended was probably Ethiopia, and a portion 
of Egypt, proljablj Upper Egypt, formerly united with it ander a pow- 
erful monarch, Tirhakfth, hostile to the Assyrians. The prophet seems 
to intend to give this nation, r^arded as riie ally or friend of Israel, 
an intimation of the designs of God with respect to the destrnction of 
the Assyrians. 

2. — taU cmd fair. More !it*ra!ly, drawn oat, and polished ot mode 
tiKoolh; hence sMrmig, ImUiaat, and hence jSiir, beautiful. In xlv. 14 the 
Ethiopians are said to be men of alatiire. As they were not remarka- 
ble for extent of territory, it seems best to nnderstand the terms of 
personal (allneas and a smooth, glossy, fiiir skin. Herodotus, III. 20, 
calls the Ethiopians " the largest and fairest of all men." Some have, 
from the idea of a polished or sharpened sword, snpposcd ferce to be tho 
meaning of the epithet under consideration. But this seems forced. 
I should have preferred the more literal rendering, polished, shinm/, or 
hriUianl; but according to English usage tbise terms cannot be well 
applied here. 

4, 5. I will sit still, &Q I will be quiet and 'ufffer the enemy to 
proceed to a certain extent without interruption but be/bre the vintage, 
or before they have accomplislii-d their plani, I will interpose, and 
bring sudden destruction upon thtm 

6. — uponif; i.e. upon the vincjard But bj the shoots and brandies 
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IS of I'lC cartL, but tlie dead 



XIX. \0. — pil!ara; the pillars of the state; the principal men. 
14. — ndryhd ; a metaphor diuwn from the practice of mingling 
epicea, &c. with wine, chuE making it more intoxieating. 

17. — to whom, Sx. ; lit. (o tuW« one wienftinis j(, 

18. C% of llie Sm. There Eeems to be little doabt that Heliopolis, 
lilsenhere called On and Belhshemesh, is the citj intended. See note 
on Jer, xliii. 13. But on account of the variona readings, and other 
eircumstimcos, it is doubtful what name ia here given to it. Tlie ren- 
dering Cih/ of Ae Sun is according to the established meaning of the 
Hebrew word. See Job ix. 7 ; Jadg. viii. 13, xiv. 18. In the former 
edition I rendered the phrase Citi/ of Ddiveranee, as Rosenmueller ren- 
dered the word on one account, and Geseniua on another. I slill think 
mj fbrmer rendering preferable, if it conld be enppocted on philologi- 
cal grounds. For it is the custom of the prophets in such cases to 
give, not mere proper names, but symbolical names, — names signifi- 
cant of some trait of character, or of some action or event, as in Jer, 
xxxiii. 16, xlviii. 19. But for the rendering DeBumince there is no 
support in Hebrew usage, and only a doubtful analogy in the Syriac, 
sccocding to Bos., and in the Arabic, according to Gee. If the writer 
bad meant to express the idea of ddloBratieE in the name, whj did he 
not make ase of a. Hebrew word for the purpose ! Besides, the name 
Citji ofOie San may be emphatic, as the name of the place where wus 
a temple for the worship of the sun. It may be mentioned aa remark- 
able that the city should swear by Jehovah of hosts, which was called 
the City of the Snn from the circumstance that It was a place celebrat- 
ed for sun-worship. 

23- '>— sltall worship ,- i. e. Jehovah. 

XXI. 1. — ilarmelh; i. e. the army of the Medes and Persians. 

2. Go up, &e. These are the words of Jehovah, which the prophet 
liears in his vision. For the sake of dramatic vivacity (he words 
layiiig, eailh he, smlh the Lard, are often omitted. So verse 5. — M 
sighbig ; i. e. caused by the tyranny and oppression of Babylon. 

5, Arise, &c.; i. e. There is a cry. To arms! in consequence of in- 
formation from the watch. 

9. — cost brokea, &e. ; i. e. by Cyrus with the Mcdes and Persians. 

10. my Otreshing; i. e. O my oppressed, trampled-upon people of 

U, 12. The meaning of this short and enigmatical prophecy cannot 
be given with confidence. The people of Dumah, a Qentile city on 
the confines of Syria and Arabia, and beyond Seir, seem to have been 
alarmed by some impending calamity, perhaps the probable approach 
of an Assyrian army, and to have sent to the great prophet of Israel 
to inq^uire what hope he conld give them in view of their threatened 
nigU of calamity- The answer seems to be one of discouragement 
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The pmphet seems to say that, after llie morning of undistnrliea peace 
which they had enjoyed, they must expect a night of calamity ; as in 
the natural world night follows morning. The prophet seems also to 
«ay, that, though they belonged to the Gentile world, Uioy might mquire 
of a prophet of the true God, and to encourage them tti eomo agiiin. 
Possibly the word redim, in the last line, may mean rgient, or tarn to 
God, as a condition of receiving a fiiTorable answer. But in this con- 
nection, and in reply to Gentiles, an exhortation to repentance could 
hardly have been expressed in this single word. 

XXn. 1, — wi% ofviaon ; i. e. Jerusalem, so called on account of 
tha pcopheta, that published their messages in it. 

8. The veU, &c. ; i. o. She is reduced to the Inst degree of disgrace 
and wretchedness ; the image being drawn from a matron, who is in- 
sulted and abused. — ui sucft a doy, &c. They are represented as look- 
ing round for merely human resources, instead of looking to God for 

16. It has been supposed that Sheboa was a foreigner; at least, 
that he was a man of mean birth. The prophet may bo supposed to 
address iiim while standing near the superb monument the orw^lion 
of which ha was superintending, which he may have placed near the 
Repnlchres of the kings. 

16. — a Aabilalioa; i. e. a sepulchre. 

23, iaf, &c. An image denotin)- the highest office which a king 

could give to a subject. 

23. — iaapeg. A lai^ spike, or peg, was usually inserted into the 
strong walls of Oriental houses when they were constructed, upon 
which were hung various Bcdcles of furniture. It denotes flgaratively 
tha security of Eliakim, and the extent of his ability to give wealth 
and honor to all his family, —aglurious aeai; i. e. bis father's bouse, 
and all Ms own family, shall be gloriously seated, shall flourish in honor 
and prosperity, and shall depend upon him, and he supported by him. 

•li. — all the glory; i. e. all that shall be made honorable through his 
Influence. ~ Every smdl vfssd, &a. ; i.e. all his family and dependants, 
from the hiwest to the highest, will be supported by his autliority and 

35. This verse seems from the connection lo refer to Shebna, not 
to Eliakim. 

XXm. l. — AijisofTarshish; i.e. Tyriau ships, which were sent 
to Tarshish, a colony of Tyre in Spain. 

2. —didaomd; i. e. either with roerchaiidiso, or, hyperbolieallj, with 
their own persons. 

4. Ihave not travailed ; i. e. I am as if I bad not travailed, Sc., I am 
now childless ; i. e. My citizens have been destroyed by war, famine, &e, 

W. — daaghler of TarsMsh; i. 6. Tarshish itself, or its inhabitaula, 
which formerly suffered from the oppressions and exactions of Tyre, 
but is now the free possessor of her own territory. See note on eh. i. 8. 
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II. Caiman ; i, e. Phdenicia. 

12.— daunlder of Sldoa,- i. e. Sidoti itself, the Siaonkna. 

17. — Aire, harkl, &c. TliesB words are here used fignralively lo de- 
note the revenue whieK was gained by the Syrians from commerce with 
Tarioas foreign nations. 

XXIV. 1. That Chaptera SXIT.-XXVIL form one connected 
prophecy, is the nearly nnanimoas opinion of the best commentators. 
Modern critics, auch as Gcaonius, Ewald, Maurer, and othera, are of 
opmion, on historical and sesthelical grouniJa, that it could not have 
been written by Isaiah, but by some prophet near tlie close of (ho exile 
at Babylon, or soon after tlie return from it. 

*■ The woiU; i. e. the kingdom, as in xiii. 11. So in the New 
Testament, Lulte ii. 1 ; Acts si. 28, 

16. TAe plunderers. In the original we have an instance of the paro- 
nomasia, the same root being five times rupcsled, Uius ; The jdait- 
dera-a plunder, ijea, Ibe plunder the plunderers pliwder. 

20. — o hnmiiiod.-! suspended upon a tree, in which ihe watchman 
>r the fruit in the Eastern gardens used to sit, to guard himself from 
iarprise fVom some wUd beast. See Niebnhr's Desaiptiort of Arabia 

p. las. ■' ' 

22. — te visited; i. e. in mercy, for deliverance. See xxiii. 17 ■ Jer 
xxvii. 22 ; xxxii. 5. 

23. The laooa siaU fc eaajbasded, &c. ; i. e. Jehovah shall reign 
in Jerusalem with a splendor sntpsasing that of the sun and moon. 
— Ms anaents; i. e. the principal men of tlie Jewish nation, represent- 
ed as courdera around a prince. 



XXT. 6.— i^( on the lees; i. e. of wines kept long on the lees. 
The word used to express the lees in the original signifies the prt- 
ternera; beoatiae they preserve the strength and flavor of tlie wine. 
"All recent wines, aller the fermentation haa ceased, onght to be kept 
on their lees a certain lime; which greatly coutribnte to increase thar 
strength and flavor. Whenever this first fcrmentation has been defi- 
cient, they will retain a more rich and sweet taste than is natural to 
them in a recent true vinous state ; and unless further fermentation is 
promoted hy their lying longer on their own leea, they will never re- 
tain their genuine strength and flavor." Sir Edward Bariy, Observa- 
tions on the Wines of the Ancients. Lomlh. 

7. — caoering, veil, &i:.; i. e. He will take away every occasion of 
grief; everything inconsistent with uninterrnpted enjoyment. The 
head used to he covered with a veil, as an emblem o{ grief, among the 
Hi'.brewB. See 2 Sam. xv. 30; li^h. vi. 12. 

10.— dang-pod; i, e. a place where manure was prepared by cast- 
ing straw into it. 

XSVI. 7. mooth waij ; i. e. in which he is not likely to stumble, 
\0. — in tlie land of uprightness; i. e. the general jirevalence of virtu« 
will exert no influence upon him. 
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13. We have been nnder the dominion of foreig:n kings, and it il 
only by thine aid that we have lieen rescued from them, and can again 
honor thee as our Lord and King. 

I9.~thgdead; i. e. the dead of thy people, Jehovah. This may 
ho nnderatood literally, like Daniel xii. 2. But it sccins more agreea- 
hie to the conleKt lo underscand it figurative ly. In the preceding 
verae the desired restoradon of the Jews from extreme national de- 
pression is represented by an imago drawn from natural birth. In 
this verse the same thing is promised under the imago of a resurrection 
from death tt» life, —of mi/ psi/ile; Vit. mi/ dead bodka. This may be 
understood of a literal resurrection, as Gesenius, Umbreit, and otlicrs 
suppose. Comp. Dan. xii. 2. It may, however, be understood figura- 
tively of the r^enemtion of the state after the capdvity. So Henderson, 
Maurer, and Lowth. Comp. Ezek. xxxvii. 1-14. — Fin- % dew.- the 
dew of God; i. e. the divine power exerted in favor of the Jews, rising 
them, as it were, from the dead, —the deia upaa p'nnts ; i. e. causing 
them to iBvive and flourish. Such is the rapidity with which grass 
grows in the East, that several travellers describe its appearance, when 
rain has followed a drought, as a resurrection of vegetable nature. 
See Calmet's Dicdonary, Art. Grass. Dr. Rossel, in his Natural His- 
tory A po "In those hot climates tlio spring ia of short 
d n A mm r the earth is without rain. Everything ia 
p h fl Ids are tamed into a desert. But when :aa 
al a few plentiful showers produce a sudder .csur- 
eg ta ure ; the pastures are clothed agdn w.th grass, 

h ee red with green leaves, and all things assume a fresh 

and d h pet, ' Another wiiter says : " And here a strong 

ajg ni rther and moat infallibly show the goodness of 

h es ape my pen ; most apparent in this, that when 

h d h h h been destitute of rain nine months together, 

^ d ke the barren sands in the deserts -of Arabia, 

„1[ spire of green grass to be fbund, within a few 

days after those fat and enriching showers begin to fall, the face of the 
earth there (as it were by a new resurrection) is so revived, and 
throughout so renewed, as that it is presently covered all over with a 
pure graen mantle." — Sir T, Roe's Voyage to India, quoted in 
Calmet's Diet. 

XXVn. \.—lemafluia! i. e. Babylon. —Jkst; i.e. lo escape, in- 
clined to flee from men. 

t. — thorns and thistles; i. e. the enemies of the .Tews. 

5. UnUss tha/ take hold; i. e. unless the enemies of the Jews submit, 
and turn to Jehovah. The collocation of the words in the next two 
lines is in imitation of the Hebrew. It was no doubt designed to give 
emphasis to the sentiment. It reminds one of the reciprocal Mussul- 
man salutation, " Peace be on you, on you he peace 1 " _ 

7. — those thnt dew him. I here disregard the Masoreric points. 

e, — bij saidiag h^ away ; the sending of the Jews into captivity is 
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represented nnder the image of the divorce of a wife from her bus- 
band. — punish lier ; i. c. tlio Jewish ration. 

9. — the aliar ; i. e. the altar near tiiB temple in Jcrnsalem, or, as a 
collectivfl nouD, rdtars dedicated to idolatry ; or Johovah'a altars, as 
included in the rniu of Jerusalem. 

10. — firtified citji ; i. e. Jerusalem. 

11. — bum them; i. e. gatlioc them for fuel. 

XXVIir. 2. — a mighly one ; I. e. the king of Assyria. 

7. — eoea these; i. e. the iuhabitants of judah, in distinction from 
Epbraim. 

9. — weaned, &c. "The scoflcrs mentioned below, v. 14, are here 
introduced as uttering tlioir sententious speeches ; thoy treat God's 
method of dealing witli them, and warning them by bis prophets, 
with contempt and derision. 'What,' soy they, 'doth he treitt us 
as mere infiints, jost weaned? Doth he teach ua like lillie children, 
peqietuaily inculcating the same elementary lessons, the mere rudi- 
ments of knowledge, precept after precept, line afler line, here and 
there, by little and little?' — imitating at the same time, and ridicul- 
ing, in V. 10, the concise prophetical manner. God, hj his prophet, re- 
torts Qpon them with g^'eat severity their own contemptuous mockery; 
turning it to a sense quite difleront irom what tlioy inlonded. ' Yes,' 
saith he, 'it shall be in fact as you say; yo shall be tanght by a 
strange tongue, and a stiimmering lip, in a strango country ; ye slialt 
he carried into captivity by a people wliose language is nnintelUgibie 
to yon, and which ye shall he fbreed to learn like children : and my 
dealing with yon shall be according to your own words ; it shall ba 
command upon command for your pnuishmonl.' " — Lomtk, 

15. — cooenaat mth death, &c. The meaning of the irrcligioas Jews 
sccins lo be, that hy moans of their strongholds and their military 
preparations, perhaps also by promised aid from Egypt (comp. ch- 
XXX.), they were in no danger from enemies who might invade or pass 
through their country. — overfioiBtng aamrge. This is what is called 
a mixed metaphor, probably reforring to the Assyrian army invading 
and passing through Judsea on its way toward Egypt. — filsehood, 
deceit ; i. e. the merely human defences and alliances, which the prophet 
regards as false and deceitful, and puts his own view of snch defences 
and alliances into the montli of the moctors. It is as if the mockers 
had said. We put our trust in means of defence which jou the prophets 
r^ard as deceitful and false. 

16. — laid in Zaa as ajbmidatioa a stone. There are three opinions 
in regard lo the application of this verse. The most recent is that of 
Hitiig, Ewftid, and Knobel, that the stone is mount Zion itself, or ibe 
temple ou it, considered as the dwelling-place of Jehovah and the seat 
of his worship and of the theocratic government of his people. The 
prophet, according to this view, represents that safety is to be found, 
not iu foreign alliances, but in trust in Jehovah and in bis worship and 
service. The second opinion is that the great future deliverer, tba 
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Mossiab, is dunolHd. The third opinion is that of Giotiua, Gescnins, 
and otliera, tliat Hezekiali, tlie reigning kiag at llie time, is refen-ed 
to. Against elie second opinion it may be urged that tJio stone ap- 
pears to lie represented as aJready laid in Zion, and reconimendeii as 
the object of trust and confidence to the contemporaries of the prophet 
ill view of the dangers by which thej were iheQ surrounded, espe- 
eially the prospect of an Asajrian invasion. Agaiust the third opinion 
it seems to be a well-fouadcd objedjon, that liing Heiekiah, or any 
nctnal ruigning king, could hardly have been represented aa in so high 
a degree the object of confidence and the sonree of protection. The 
epithets applied to the atone are too grand to admit of this theory. 
Besides, we should have expected a moro explicit iodieation of tba 
reigning king, if he had been intended. Perhaps this last remark 
may also apply to the Becoad theory. The use made of passngea of 
the Old Testament by writers of the Nfew Iiaa oft«n no reference to 
tbe primary meaning, or that which was in the mind of the writer, 
but only to an allegorical sense. The first opinion respecting ttiis 
highly flgurative passage may seem liable to the fewest objections, and 
to deserve tlie preference. Comp. Zeeli, xii. 3; Is. x. 33, xiv. 33, 
xxix. 2, 7, xxn. 29, xxxl 4; Ps. Ixxxvii. 1, 2. — He tliat trastelh, &k.; 
i.e. He that trusteth in Jehovah, who will defend JerusalHin, wili not 
betake himself to flight, but seek safety in moani Zion and in the city 
of God's peculiar love and care. 

19. — axry maenitig, &c. Not repeated invasions are denoted, but the 
successive evils of one threatened invasion. 

ai. Perazim, &c. See S Sam. v. 20. — siraage act, &c. ; i. e. not 
only t» inflict punishment in general, bnt to inflict it upon his 
own peculiar people, the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
— stnmgevmk; i. e. to deal with the people of Israel in a very different 
r from that in which he had dealt with them; i. e. to punish 



XXIX. 2. — as Arid. Here is an allusion to tbe etymological 
significatioQ of the name which is given to Jerusalem, t)ie lioa of God; 
i. e. she shall be an invincible city. See verse 7. 

9. B6 in amasemail, &e. More strictly, perhaps, Anmie yoarsdw^ 
and be amaixd! Blind yoursdves, and be blind! I have little doubt 
ihat in each clause we have only different forms of the same Hebrew 
verb, used in substantially the same sense. It is an instance of the 
paronomasia, whicb was regarded as a great elegance in Hebrew 
composition. Siniilar instances of strengthening the language by 
repetition are found in Hab. i. 5; Is. xxiv. IB, xxvii. 5 ; Zeph. ii. 1. 
The explanation of ihia verse is tlmt of Vilringa in his very satisfactory 
note, Ewald, Hit^g, and Gcsenias in his Commentary. As to its gen- 
eral imjiort, it seems to be to set forth the stupidity and blindness of the 
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Ihe Erglish. Thus EwaM : " Erslaunt anA staunt ! Eiblinaet and 
blindet 1 " 

10. — (Ae prophets. (Ae seers. Koppe, Eichhorn, and Gesenius regard 
these words as explanatory glosses ; a very plaiiBiblo ooniecture. 

2y. — loJaU, i. e. in his suit or cause. 

XXS. 6. TTie loaded beads ; i. e. carrying presents for Egypt. If this 
line be genuine, it must be rendered its in the text ; or, more literally 
The burden of Ike beasts southward. If the meaning be, The burden, i. e. 
The prophecy, concerainff Uie beasls of the south, I thinlt it must be an an- 
genuioB title placed there by a later hand ; otherwise it would inlarrupt 
the connection, and make two pieces out of what the aothor evidenHv 
intended for one. 

7. The Blusterer, &c.; i.e. making great parade, and aflbrding little 
help, throngh cowardice, inaetivitv, or selfishness. There Is a play upon 
the word BaJiab, a poetical name for Egypt, which denotes arro^a<U, proud 
13. — breach; i. e. rent, or crack. 
18. And yet. See Ges. Lex. on the word 1 3 V 
26. — iSeuBuitrf, &c.; i. e. from the Assyrians.' 
28. —the wlanomiag-Jaa, Sx. This was a sort of shovel with which the 
grain, mixed with ontup straw and stubble, was tossed into the air, so 
that the wind might separate them. Hence the meaning that God 
would scatter the nations as the husbandman scatters the mixed straw 
and grdn, and scatter them, not tor the purpose of purification, but 
with the fan of destruction. 

XXXI. r.—forsin; 1. e. instruments of sin. See Am. vHi. 14. 



XXXII. 13. — upon all the houses, &c. ; i. e. upon their ruins. 

15. And the wilderness, &o. Conip. xxix. 17, &c. This seems to 
be the language of poetry, denoting in general that there shall be a 
great change in the state of things ; that the high shall be abased and 
the lowly exalted. 

16. ~«,itd^neas,fraitfd field! i. e, in everv part of the land, 
19.— (Se/«iB(,- i. e. the army of the enemy. —theci^,&ii. From 

the connection, ospecially ver. 13, it would seem that Jerusalem Is in- 
tended. It would he brought mrg tow before the great deliverance should 
come. Others suppose Nineveh, or Babylon, the principal city of the 
enemies of the Jews, to be intended. 

XXXIII. 4. —as the locust gathereth. As locusts in vast numbers 
cover a field and devour its fruits irresistibly and with impunity, so 
shall the Israelites taXe possession of the spoils of the vanquished ene- 
inios. They shaU gather spoils at pleasure, without resistance and 
with impunitf. 

7. —the mighty mm; i. ©. the Jewish leaders, who had been sent al 
ambassadors to the king of Assyria. 
11* 
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9. The ntter desolatioa of the land by enemies, is described In 
highly poetical langua;^. 

14. — deBOaring fire, &c. When the wicked and idolatrous Israelil«3 
saw the nations, or the Assjrinn army, deatroyed, ver. 12, by the inter- 
position of God, as by devouring fire, they were alarmed, being con- 
scious that they had by their own idokiry offended God, who had 
inllicKd such destrucdon npon the Assyrians. They are (hcretbre 
represented as exclaiming, Who among us can dwell in dBvouring flre, 
before which so vast an army is as dry thorns "i Who can dwell in 
everlasting burnings, which have burned up the Assyrians like lime t 

17. — a wide^xtaidad land ; i. e. thou ahalt not he hemmed in by a 
siege, bat shalt go freely and safely about the country. 

"Juvat ire, et Dorioa castra, 
Dasflrtosqae videre locos, litnsque relictum." 

Virg. .En.II.-28. 

18. — past terror: "haec olim meminisse juvabit," Virg. — smJx; 
i. e. the secretary who prescribed the tribute to be coUected from tlie 
inhabitants. — laaiJxredthetoiiieiii i. e. the commander of the enainy's 
forces, who took a survey of the fortifications of the city lor the pur- 
pose of finding the best place for making an assault npon it. 

20. — cords; wliicli bound the tent to stakes or pius, driven into Hba 
ground. 

21. — broad slreaias, &c. ; Jernsalcm shall not need to be defended by 
broad streams, like Babylon. God would be a defence, which no ship 
conid pass tlirough. 

23. T% ropes, &c This is addressed to Assyria. The mention of 
ships in ver. 21 leads the prophet to compare the enemy to a ship 
wrecked in a storm. Comp. Horace, Od. 14, Lib. I. 

XXXIV., XXXT. The great majority of German crides, such as 
Eichhorn, Gesenios, Rosenmueller, De Wette, Manrer, Hitaig, Ewald, 
Umbreit, and Knobel, suppose this discourse to have been written not by 
Isaiah, but by some unknown poet, who lived at the time of the Jew- 
ish exile in Babylon. Some of them suppose that he lived about the 
close of it. I have no doubt of the correctness of this opinion. 

XXSIV. 3. — mowdams Jkso down, &c.; i. e. as it were be dissolved 

4. And nil the hosts, &c. The political revolution by which mighty 
kingdoms are destroyed is represented poetjcaliy and hypevbolically as 
a revolution of the whole natural world. See note on siii. 10. — mdt 
aiffl^; viz. like lamps, or wax candles. "The metaphor," says Vj- 
tringa, "is borrowed from the prev^ling notion, that the heaven was a 
solid spherical expanse, in which the stars were set aa gems, and that 
this by heat, &c might be melted and dissolved." The representation 
that the stars are fixed in the sky like lamps, or candles, occurs also in 
Hot. Epod. XVII 5, " Dcfisa sidera ccelo " ; also in Pliny, Hat. Hist., 
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Cap, VTir. § 6, " siilera, qiiie afflsa diximus mando." Comp. lintt. 
xxiv.9; Apoc. vj. 13. — likeaacroU; Bomcwliat liku an ancient vol- 
ume, or book-roll, which used to be woond round a stick, aa a, map in 
modem times. 

5. — my sieai-d, &o. ; i. e. the sword of God aLoll be, as iC were, drank 
with wrath. 

9. — into pilch, &c. This language is to be regarded as metaphori- 
cal, denoting entice and awful dcatrHetJoa. It may be borrowed from 
the history of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

10. None shall pass through it. This is !o be understood figurati rely, 
■»s expressive of great desolation. There is no more reason to under- 
stand it in a literal and exact scnBe, than the expressions iu the pre- 
ceding vei^e. 

11. — sieasurit^-^ne, &c. ; i. e. it shall be completely destroyed, aa it 
were by rule and system. 

^ 12. — a kingdom! perhaps by choosing a king, and preventing the 
Ungdom from being dissolved. 

14. — m'gkl-apectre. Here the poet alludes id a popular superstition 
of the Jews respecting the existence of a night>flpectre. According to 
the Itabbins, it bore the form of a ternale elegantly dnjBsed, and lay in 
wait for ehjidren by night. Similar are tlio Greek and Eoman fables 
respecting the female Erapousa, the Onokentauroi, the Lamia, Striges ; 
and the Arabiau Glilllos, i. e. fiunale monsters, dwelling in deserts, and 

]6. — beakofj^mvoh. The prophet seems to contemplate the inser- 
tion of his prophecy in the Bacied books of the Jews, triim which thosa 
that followed him might judge of the correctness of his prophecy. 

XXXV. 1. — the Toie. I have retained Ciis rendering on account of 
tlie poetical associations connected with jt. But it scema most proba- 
ble that a crocus is refen-ed to, Cotchicuia aulmiaiak. 

7. — t!ie glomiig smid, &c. This is commonly supposed to rrfer to 
the phenomenon frequent in the deserts of Avalaa and Egypt, and 
occasionally seen in the southern parts of Russia and France, called 
the mirage. It consists in this, that the desert, eitlier wholly or in 
parts, presents the appearance of the aea, or of a lake, so tliat the 
most experienced travellers are soniatimes deceived. Accordingly the 
meaning of the line will be, that the parched desert, which has the ap- 
pearance of a kke, shall he changed into a leaX lake. Almost all 
Easlam travellers have noticed the phentanenon. It is iKit cortdn, 
however, that there is a refiH-enee to it in this passage, as the sense is 
perfect if we nnderstand the term as denoting burniug sand, without 
any false appearance. 

Chapters XXSVL, XXXVH., XXXVIU., and XXXIX. consist 
chiefly of an account of the invasion of Sennueherib in the latter part 
of the reign of Hezekiah. It is quite evident, on a careful comparison, 
that this accouut is borrowed, with alteraJionB, from 2 Kings xviii.. 
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xin., and 2 Chron. xxxii. Or posaiWy this passage and that In King* 
may both have been dented Irora an older documont. Jor this and 
other reasons, it could nit have tien v,i ttin by tirah lor the 
Second Book of Kings doses «itli the rci^n of Zcdck ah, long after 
Isaiah's death. 

XXSVl. 8. Ejigage fi-c There is the same ain!ii„ujH m the 
onginal as in the English word oigijf It m i> mean enter tab) con 
jlid, or enter wrto an agrernietit — ndfern Itolffihikeh haie allndes to 
the ignorance of horsemanship among the Jctvs Theie was no sear 
city of warriors among the Jews but they were anable lo ride 

12. — losa, &c.; i. e. unless the people hear me they will be ro 
duced to the aame extreme misery whieh is coming upon you, their 



XXXVIL 3. —the cJdldren; i. e. we are in as miserable, helpless a 
condition as a woman in travail, who is so far exiiausted as Dot U> be 
able 10 bring her infant into the world. 

7. — a spirit, &o. ; i. e. I will, by a divine inflnonce, induce him to 

25. — v)ilh the sole of m^ ^fici ; i. e. advancing with my immense armj, 
which requires rivers to quench its thirst. 

29. — ring into thy mse i a metaphor drawn ftom (he prac^ce of pat- 
ting a ring into the nostrils of wild bensts, snch as the bear, the bufliilo, 
Iho lion, in onler to lead them, and lEianago tliem at pleasure. 

XXXVm. n. —atitl'iess ; i. e. tlie realm of slittness, viz. SheoL 
12. — rolled ap, &c. ; i. e. like the piece of cloth which the wearer 
rolls l^ether when finished. — thethram: which tied the web to tha 
weaver's beam. An image of death drawn from the weaver, who, when 
his work is linished, cuts it out of the loom. 

XL, 2. — espiatedi more literally, paid off, discharged; i. e. by tha 
punishment which she has endured in the captivity at Babylon. 

3. A rvice cridh, Sx. ; i. e. the voice of God, which the prophet 
.■feems to hear. Coinp. ver. 6 ; Hab. ii. 1. " The idea is taken from the 
prncfiee of Eastern monarchs, who, whenever they entered upon an ex- 
pedition or took a jonrney, especially throu);h deserts and anpracUsed 
countries, sent haibingecs beiore them to prepare all things for their 
passnge. and pioneers (o open the passes, to level the ways, and to re- 
move all imijedimenls," 

6. AUJleeh, &c. The principal idea is, the stability of the prom- 
ises of God, which is more conspicuous when contrasted with the frdltj 
of man. 
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. Pa. ciii. 16. — 2*™^ (fie paipfe, &e. This line is not found in the Sep- 
tufigint version; it seems to interrupt the sense and tho paraJlelisni, 
and may be a gloss accidentally introduced from the margin into the 
text since the Septnaj^nt version was made. 

11. — iiaraing ones. See Gen. xjtxiii. 13. "Their flocks," says Sir 
J. Chardin, speaking of those who live in the East after the patriarchal 
manner, " feed down the places of their encampment so quick, by the 
great numbers that they have, that they are obliged to move them loo 
ofcn, which is Tery destrnctive to their flocks on account of their 
young ones, who have not strength enough to follow." Harmer, p. 126. 

13. — seardied 01^ ; tit. weighed.' 

15. — oen/ Utile thinff ; lit. on a(iun. 

19. — silver chains ; i. e. for the purpose of supporting it, or fasten- 
ing it t« the wall. 

32. — oEoue tie cirde of the eortft; i. e. surveying from the height 
of heaven the ronnd flat surface of the earth, surrounded by water. 
— as a canopy or avminff. " It is usnal," says the Oriental traveller. 
Dr. Shaw, "in the summer season, and upon all occasions when a 
large company is to be received, to have the conrt sheltered from heat, 
or inclemency of the weather, by a velum, umbrella, or veil,.as I shall 
call it; which, being expanded on ropes from one aide of the parapet 
wall to the other, jnay be fbldcd or unfolded at pleasure." 

26. — /aileth to appear. Tho heavenly bodies are repi'esenled as a 
vast army, asserableiJ as for a mibtsry review. 

27. My way I i, e. my condition, -^passelAby; i. e. heneglecls it; 
euffiirs it to pass by, without attending to it. 

XLI. I. -—strength; i. e. in order to answer me. 

7. — Jasferied it; i. a. the image, the idol. 

9. — led by the hand ; lit. taken hold of. See v. 13. 

IS. — tk-OBhing-maiii. See Calmet's Dictionary upon the word Thnuk. 

87. — behold l3iem I i.e. the returning exiles from Babylon. 

28. — no -man; i. e. who could predict the future. — counsel; I. o. 
respei'tyig the future. 

XLIL I. — wy) servimt; i. e. the Jewish church ; the pious Israel- 
ites collectively ; the better part of the people with the prophets at 
iheir head, as distinguished from the whole nation. Comp. ver. 18-22, 
xliii. 8, 10, xlix, 1-9, 1. 4-10, Hi. 13, liv. 17, xliii. 10; also the In- 
troduction, pp. 3liT. — Ivi. — laiB. This term, in ver. 1, 2, 3, seems 
to denote the law included in the religion of Jehovah. 

6. — a coemant; i. e. a mediator. By a mediator is meant one who, 
liiio MoBca, should be the medium of God's communications to his 
people, a restorer of the theocracy, 

19. — Uind, if not my semtait, &c. Compare with verses 1-4. 
There is the same variation of language respecting (Ae servant of God 
in these chapters, as there is in the Now Testament vcspecting tha 
Christian Chnrcb. Sometimes she is (he pillar and ground of tha 
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truth, and sometimes bIib has defiled hor garments. So Israel, ina 

servant of God, is som ■ - 

he ehould have been, a 

actually was. The no 

Bometimes lo the faithful portion of it ; si 

times 10 tho nominal Israel. Comp. Rom. ix, 6. 

21. — Msgoadaess' safe,- otherwise,^ (4e saie of his xdvatioa. 

XLIII. l.—ecdM Ihee, &c. ; i.e. specially chosen thee. See Es- 
od. xxsi. 2. 

3. Eggpt for ih^ ransom, Sx. ; i. e. T will give sneh rich and powerful 
nations as Egypt; Ethiopia, and Sheba a prey to a conqueror instead 
of thee; as it were, tor thy ransom. Rosenraneller, however, addacos 
fleveral canons quotations from Arabic writers to show that the mean- 
ing is simply, that the Jewish nation was dearer to God than the 
above-mentioned nations. 

10. Aiid my s«ruani, &c. ; i. a. and ye are my servant, whom I 
have chosen for the express purpose of making known my laws and 
reli^on. Here the parallelism of the plural term mtnestes with the sia- 
gular lervaM is a strong confirmation of the opinion that the servant 
af God denotes a body of men, the Jewish church, the Israel of God. 

— I am He,- i.e. the Being described in the preceding verses, the only 
Being acquainted with future events, and possessing other attributes 
of Deity. 

14. — to tlie ships, Sui. ; i, e. in order to escape from the invading 
enemy. 

20. — sludl honor me; i. e. on account of the nnespectcd fi-uitfulnesB 
of the wilderness, and the abundant supply of water. 

27. — Jbrefathers : otherwise, Jirst fiiher, reierring to Jacob, or 

XLIV. 5. The first clause may be rendered. Another skrdl mite 
upon Ms hands, To Jehovah; i.e. I belong to Jehovah. See xlix. 16. 

— call upon Oie name, Sx. ; i. e. look to the nation of Israel for help, as 
possessing tiie true religion, and being under the protection of Jeho- 
vah, &c. — praise the name; lit. address Jiaileringli/ tJie name, &e. 

10- fVho holhjbrmed, &o. A qneslion addressed to idolaters. 

11. — all his JMnns ; i. e. all who assisted him to make the idol. 

20. — toilelk for a£i^ ; lit. fcedeth npon, &c. ; i. e. pursues with 
delight that which will prove viuo and uuproHtable, like ashes instead 
of food; 

XLT. 3. — treasures of dorfoiess; i. e. long hidden in dark vaults. 
"Sardis and Babylon, when l^aken by Cyrus, were the wealthiest 
dtios in the world. Croisp, celebi-ated beyond all the kings of that 
iige for his riches, gave lliom up to Cyrus, with an exact account 
in writing of the whole, contmning the particulars with which each 
wagon ivas loaded, when they were carried away ; and they were de- 
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livered to Cyrus at the palace at Babjlon." Scnoph. Cyrop. Lib. 
VIII. 

4, I have colled tlies, &c. I have called tlico to thine honorablo 
oilice, and that expressly by name. — spoken to lliee asajrieadi moro . 
literally, I have addressed thee in a kind or friendly manner. 

7. IJbrm lie light, and create darkness. It appears to me probable, 
notwithstanding the doubts of some eminent critics, that the prophet 
here allndes to the Persian doctrine of two independent principles, a 
(;oo[l and an evil. " With refarenee to this absurd opinion, held by 
the person to whom this prophecy ia addressed, God, by his prophet, 
in the most significant terms, asserts his omnipotence and absolute 
Biipvemnoy (in this verse) ; declaring that those powers whom tlie 
Persians held to be the original authors of good and evil to mankind, 
representing them by light and darkness as thwr proper emblems, are 
no other than the creatures of God, the instroments which he employs 
in the government of the fforld, ordained or permitted by him in order 
to execute his wise and just decrees ; and that there is no power, 
cither of good or evil, independent of the on b prcm God finite 



m power ai 






Asko/me.&c. Ye can ask me with s w a spect 

of having yonr wishes fnltilled. For I know co ro ture. 

Ye may therefore commit your future destin h lo hd ce to 

15. — hidest ikgself; i. e. thy purposes. 

19. — m seerd, Sk.; i. e. I have by my p ph pol. p blicly, 
fi-oely, and plainly. It is not necessary to s p b prophet 

alludes to heathen oracles, or even to Jewish net m 

XL VI. 1. Bd. A Babylonian deity, the s m a B a h PhiB- 
nicians and Syrians, Some suppose that, acco d g h as rologi- 
cal mythology of the East, the sun, others th p J p ler, is 

denoted. It was called by the Romans Jupite B Ve6o a other 

Uubvlonian god, profiahly represents the p M re y arded 

as the scribe of the heavens. It was cnstomary nan es espe- 
ciallv in the East, to carry the gods of vanq hed nati n o the 
I'jjuiitry of the coniiuerora, not merely for the sak h a u hie or- 
■ " ' 1 •■-■•- ■ ■•-- i -^ - ]jg ^j,(j isiiei 

fe once bore: in sol- 

2. ' Th^ cannot rescue (te burden j 1. e. the idols, considered as gods, 
cannot deliver their images. 

13. — lai/glori/; 1. e. the glory which it is in my power alone to be- 



XLVH. 2. Grinding with the hand-mill was the work of female 
slaves. See Ex. xi. S. "It is extremely iaborions," says Sir Joha 
Ciiardin, "and esteemed the lowest work in the house." — the slrfumi: 
in flight from the enemy, or in going into captiiity. 
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10. Thy wisdom, &c. ; i. e. thy slate polioy, of whicli tliou art so 

11. — the dawn; 1. e. the succeeding dawn, or rcracilj', or ihe pre- 
ceding dawn, or orLgiu. See viii, 20. — lotxfiiate; i. e. lo avert or to 
escape by & Bin-olfiiring. 

15. The first clause of tliia verse may refer to sorcerers, &c,, and 
tho last to nations which had been connected in friendship and com- 
merce with Babylon. 

XLVm. 14. IFJoonionjjou; i.e. Who among the Chaldiean as- 
trologers and wise men. 

16. The fii^t three lines of this verse scorn to be the language of 
tiie Ddty, the last that of the prophet. The words I have been fhert 
seem to imply that the event to which lie refers, i. e. the expedition of 
Cyrus against Babylon, was to take phice through the agency of the 
speaker, i. e. God, who was thus able lo inform and commission the 
prophet. "A quo tempore illud fuit^ i. e. existero ccepit, i. o. primi 
mutns Cyri, qui jam cieperunt, et aliquamdiu durarunt." — Vilringa. 

XXIX 3. Israd; i. e. Thou art tlie true, the genuine Israel, wor- 
thy of that honorable name. The faithful and pious Israelites, at the 
head of whom were the prophets with the writer, in distinction from 
the whole nation, ver, 5, are thus named. Comp. 11. 7. 

19. — my luuuls, Ste. ; i. e. for the sake of continual remembrance I 
have delineated, as with ptunt, the raly of Jerusalem upon the palms of 
my hands. Bishop Lowth remarks ; " This is certainly an allusiou to 
some practice, common among the Jews at that time, of making marks 
on their hands or arras by punctnrea on the skin, with some sort of 
sign or representation of the city or temple, to show (heir affection and 
zeal for it. They had a method of making such punctBres indelible by 
Are, or by stmning. It is well known that tlie pilgrims at the holy 
sepulchre get themselves marked in this manner with what are called 
the ensigns of Jerusalem." Maundrell, p. 126, Amer. edit. 

33. — lick the driat, &c. : a hyperbolical expression for pmstrale theia- 
adiies before tiles, as tb/ siqtpliaats. " It is well known," says Bishop 
Lowth, " that expressions of submission, homage, and reverence always 
have been, and are still, carried to a great degree of extravagance in 
the Eastern countries. When Joseph's brethren were introduced to 
him, ' they bowed down themselves beibre him with their faces lo the 
earth.' Gen. xlii. 6. The kings of Persia never admitted any one to 
their presence without exacting this act of adoration; for that was the 
proper term for it." 

L. 1. This verse intimates Ihal it was not from levity, caprice, 
passion, or necessity, that he had sent the Jevra into captivity ; that his 
conduct was wholly unlike that of a Jewish husband when he gave his 
wife a hill of divorcement, or a Jewish father when he sold his uhildreu 
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ISAIAH. 257 

2.-710 man at hand ; I. e. to attend tn my admunitioiis. Jehovah 
fame and railed, when he sent his prophets. 

4. — ui (ie maaiwr of IM learned. As the same Hebrew term, D'^'^*? 
is used in both parts of this verse, it is not probable that, in so close a 
rdunectioD, they have a difierent meaning, otherwise the term might 
bs rendered lewmers or disciples, as in ch. xiii. 18 ; a, rendericg which 
at first view seems better suited to Uie connection. But the meaning 
maj be, thai I, without a r^ular education, iway hear in the mannBr of 
the learned prophets. Comp. Amos rii. 14, 15 ; Is. iiv. 13. 

11. In refcronee to the vxdldng in darkness, i. e. in calamity, in the 
p:i)Cflding verse, the prophet denounces those who try to escape from 
the darkness by kindling lights of Iheir oivn, by trusting to their own 
dnvices and resources, and rejecting the light from heaven, i. e. the 
counsels of the prophets. 

LI. 1. — theivd:; i. e. to Abraham and Sarah. 

10. Bahob: a sort of poetical nickname for Egypt, Tohab signi^ing 
arrogunt. — the dragon; i. e, the crocodile, a common emblem of the 

n.—aip of giddiness ; \. 6, the cap of the Divine anger, which causes 
to reel, mokes giddy. 

21. — dnvilxn, aid not mitk uiine ; i. e. reduced to a helpless condition 
by the cap of God's anger. 

LII. 3. For naught; i.e. 
have no right to retain yon. 
on account of your sins. 

6. — thai said, Behdd,heream I! i.e. that I it was, the tme God, Je- 
hovah, who promised my presence and iud, becanse 1 keep my promise. 

T. Mow beautiful, &c. " The watchmen discern afar off, on the 
mountains, the messenger bringing the expected and much wished for 
news of the deliverance from the Babylonish captivity. They imme- 
diately spread the joyful tidings, ver. 8, and with a lond voice proclaim 
that Jehovah is returning to Zion t« resnme his residence on his holy 
mountain, which for some time he seemed to have deserted. This is 
the litenU sense of the place. 

"'How beautiful upon the motlntains are the feet of him that brin^ 
eth glad tidinga,' is an aspression highly poetical for ' How welcome is 
his arrival 1 how t^reeable are the tidings which he brings !'" — LowtA. 

It is not necessary to inquire who is denoted by the messenger, and 
who by the watchmen. The principal thought in the passage is, that 
glad tjdings were brought of the dehverance of the Jews, and it is a 
part of the poetical embellishmont of the scene, tliat a messenger 
should be represented as seen running over the mountwna to bring 
thorn, and that watchmen, statjoned upon towers foe the purpose of 
discerning whatever approached the city, should perceive his approach 
and exultingly pass to each other the news of his arrival. 

8. — ^ to egai i. e. very near and plainly. See Numb. xiv. !*■ 
— rOamelh to Zoa. Comp. Zoch. viii. 3 j Joel iii. 21. 
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258 NOTES. 

13. — D^ BenxcBt, &c. In the Introduction, pp. xlix. - Ivi., I have 
Elioivn that this term has a collective sense, denoting the people of Gocl, 
the wue Israel, in conlradistinction not only from Gentiles, but from U- 
raeliles by birth who were unworthy of tbe name. Some highly respect- 
able incerpreiers suppose the whole Jewish nation lo be denoted, in 
ton cradiati notion from other nations, or Gentiles, In this latter case 
the Gentiles would be represented as speaking inlilL 2-G. 

LIII. 3. — hide llifir faces ; i. e. cannot bear tfl look at. Otherwise, 
As one that hide& Ms Jbee fiom us ; i. e. as one who, from any cause, 
leprosy, for instance, is induced to cover his fiice. 

4. — fivm oiove. This appears lo me plainly implied in its connec- 
tion with the parallel line. 

8. — he was siaiUen ; lit. tieg were smitten, the blow was upon Ifeni. 
The nse of the plural pronoun in this place is considered by those 
who uadersland the term servant of Jekmah in a collective sense as 
denoting the Jewish nation, or [he better part of it, as favorable to 
that explanation. See xliv. £6. 

9. — the rich loan. The parallelism, the connecUon of the line with 
Ihe following, and Scripture usage favor the supposition that riefi is 
intended to be synonymons with wicked in the preceding line. The 
idea of piide, oppression, and impiety is often associated with that of 
wealth in lie Scriptures, and sapposed to be implied in the tei'm, so 
that woes are donoanted ^iunst the rich without any express reference 
to their wickedness. See Job xxvii. 19; Micah vi. 12; Ps. ilix. 6; 
Luke vi. 24, xvj. 19, &o., xviii. 24,25; James i. 11, v. 1. Sea Laehe- 
macher's Observ. on Is. liii. 9. — his sepulchre. It is doublfal whether 
this rendering, or that of the common version, !» Us death, is to be pre- 
ferred. The former has the parallelism decidedly in its ikvor. The 
phrase ia his death seems also a superflnoos appendage. nD3, from 
which the Greek ffton6s was probably derived, probably denotes sqml- 
dire in £zek. xliii. 7. It is true that this is alces usual signification of 
the term; but the writer, having used the common word for sepulchre, 
■0(5, in the former half of the parallelism, was obliged to employ a 
less usual terra, or a generic term meaning high place, in the latter 
half. Thus in eh. xxii. lU, 

That thou hawest out thy i^takhre on high, 
And gravest oat a liabitalioa lor thysell' in the roek. 
I admit, however, that it is a matter of great doubt which render- 
ing is to be preferred. The Hebrew term is plural in either case : 
his eeptilchrea, or his deallis. Some make this an argument for the 
coUeclJve meaning of the phrase seivujd of God. 

10. — when he hath mcke: or, wh^t thoa host, &c. — see poslerili/; 
i. e. have posterity of his own. 

Jl. — see; i. e, what is mentioned in the preceding verse. 

LIV. 1. Sintf, thou barren. The Jewish commonwealth is rcpre- 
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sealed as barren during the exile at Babylon, when, brang divorcea 
fioin Jchorah, theii liusbaad, ver. S, ibey were not miiLti|iUed. 

i. — siame of tiiy yoaUi ; L e. che slavery in Egypt. — mdmdiiiodi 
[he captivity of Babylon. 

LV. 3. — rare mercies of David ; i. e. Bnch merdes as were mora 
than once eiupliatieally promised to David. See £ Sam. vii. 12-17, 
&c ; Ps. Ixxxix. 20 -a;. 

I. — Mm Jor a coj/cmaader, &c. ; i, e. the ancient King David, men- 
IJoncd in the preceding verse. The extunt of Iho dominion promised 
to David is referred to for the purpose of illuslraling the power and 
glory which shall be given to the Jewish people, when they shall hear 
tlie voice of God and obey it. It is only in a typiual or allegorical 
sense that tbia verse can be applied to the Messiah. 

5. — thou haoioeat not: the Jewish people is addressed. 

II. — the vxn-d; 1. e. the promise. 



L Vn. 1 . — beaaae of the eeil. This may mean, that good men are 
removed, as a punishment t« tlie people tor their wickedness ; or, tliat 
good men are removed, that they may escape impending calamities. 

10. —-life iathi/ haiid; i. e. vitality, vigor, strength. 

19. I create the ftiit ; i. e. by the blessings which I confer, I give 
cause for thanksgiving. 

LVIir. a. — jadgiaaas wbiA bring salvalion: comp. llx. 9 ; i. e. pyn- 
ishment of their enemies, with which the salvation of the Jews was 
supposed to be connected. 

' '■' * ' '■ "' — '"" 'o prosperity. 



14. — the gate; i. e. the place where courts wore hold. 

LX. 1. — shme. JerusalBm, having long been sitting in darkness, 
i. a. in affliction, is now invited K> enjoy the light of prosperity. See 
ver. 19, 30. To shine is to be bright, to he covered with light. 

8. Who are these ? In his mind's eye the prophet beholds immense 
hosts hastening toward Jerusalem, and inquires with wonder. Who 

IS.— fietrest; i.e. the temple. 

16. T/ioa shalt also siie/c; i.e. kings shall bring their treasures and 

18. T/iou shall call ilii/ waUs, SiAtatioa; Le. because they shall be 
secure against every assault. — Aiid ihy gates, Praise ; i. e. they shall 
never be entered by an enemy, and thus give thee oeca^on t« praist 
God. 
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19. Light is oflen assd for prosperity. The meaning, tlwrefbre, is, 
:liat tlie light of tlie sun shall lie notliing in comparison with llie glori- 
)us stalo of felicity whidi Jdiovaii will cause Jerusalem to enjoy. 

e. head-dress, tni'Lan, instead of aahef 



LXIIL 9. In all Ihar siraila, &c. A sort of enigmatical expression, 
meaning that in the moat threaieniiig circumstances the protectioa of 
God Bared them from serious injury. 

19. — called by Iky name; i. e. called tbo people of Jehovah. 

LXIT. B. Long, &c. I nm not satisfied with this or any other trans< 
lation of this line which I have aeeu. Lowlh ^(ers the text by tonjeio 
ture. The common version has it, ht those, i. e. in thy ways, is eoa- 
iinaance, and loe shali be saved. De Wetle, /n theia, i. e. m our sins, 
has been amiimuaice, and shoU we be eaued f 

8. — oar/aiher; i. e. onr Creator, Author. 

LXT. 8. — on tiles. The prophet probahly alludes to some idola- 
trous practice prevalent at Babylon. Rosenmueller remarks, that the 
bricks fbund in the supposed scat of Babylon in modern times, inscribed 
with certain characters, may be the relics of the superstition alluded to. 

4. — in s^mkhms, in caserns ; i. e. to practise necromancy or divina- 

11. Fortune, Destini/ ; or God and Meni, worshipped hy Babyloni- 
ans as gods of fortune, of which the former is supposed to have repre- 
sented the planet Jupiter, and the latter Yenus. 

20. — in/aiit child, oldnion; i. e. young and old; i. e. the whole na- 
tion shall reach the iUl measure of human life. Otherwise ; Thero 
shall not be there an infant of days, (i. e. which lives only a few da;(,) 
nor an old man, Ik. — For lie thai dieth, &c. And such sbali be tho 
length of their lives, that to dio a hundred yssrs old will be considered 
as being cut down in youth ; a premature death inflicted as a punisli- 
ment upon the wicked. 

LXVI. 3. & Ika slayefh on oi, fiic. ; i. e. The disobedient, wicked 
man who oilers sacriflces is as offensive as a murdei'er in the sight of 
God. Allowance is to be made for the strong language of poetry. Tha 
nakal idea is, that sacrifices unaccompanied by piety were very oflen. 
sive to God. 

17. FoUoming, &c. ; i. e. following a priest, or leader of a proc«ft 
Bion, who directed the ceremonies in the midst of the groves. 

24. — their worm; i. e. the worm that consumes them. 



Hcssdb, Google 



NOTES ON MICAH. 

In tJiE title of the Look, Micah is said 10 have been a Morasthite, that 
is, an inhabitant of Mareshah,* a city belonging to the tribe of Judah, 
BJiii «> have prophesied in the reign of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah ; 
i. e. from about 759 to 710 A. C. We have also tha testimony of Jer- 
emiah,! that he flourished under Hezokiah. The prophecies wliith 
remain K> us seem to belong to the reign of the last-meationed king. 
Mioah was, therefore, a cont«mporary of Isaiah, though he may not 
have borne the prophetic office quite so soon. Beauty, sublimity, ten- 
derness, clearness of expression, and jnatness of views in regard lo hu- 
man duty, have with reason been ascribed to Mieah by various ciitics. 
There is considerable resemblance between him and his contemporary, 
Isiuab. 

I. 3. — coiadhf>iih; i. e. will soon come forth. 

6. — viayard. " Samarui was situated ou a bill, the right soil for a 
Tioeyard." 

7. And to the hire of a hadot shall theg return. The meaning seema 
to he, As the idols and their ornaments were made of the presents which 
the idolatrous Israelites contributed, so they ahall be carried away by 
foreign idolaters, ^d adorn idols and temples in a foreign land. Or, 
Bs Calvin supposes, the meaning may be more general. All their 
wealth, which they acquired by their idolatrous worship, and looted on 
as rewards from their idols, with which they committed spiritual forni- 
cation, as it was like the hire of a harlot, so it should come to the same 
pass, as usually the hires of harloW do, which by the curse of God on 
them come to naught, and do them no good." 

8. — naked-; i. e. without an upper garment. His dress would ba 
neglected like that of Eastern mourners. — oalrich. See my note on 
Job XXX. 29. 

10. — ia the dost. This expression, in the ori^nal, is an instance of 
the paronomasia, or play upon words, which the Hebrews seem to have 
r^iirded as a great ornament of style, and lo have admitted into the 
most serions composition. Beth-Afhrah, according to its etymological 
^goificntion, means haoie of dtal. In allusion W this signiflca^on he 
Bays, Roll yourselves in the dnst. As if we should say, Brookfleld, 
thy brooks are dried up 1 There is a similar play npon the meaning of 
the names of the cities, mendoned in the following lines, Saphir signi- 
tjiTig^iroT degant; Zaanan resembling the verb signifying (o jo owl ; 
Mim& denoting biOeraess ; BeA-Atd, hoaae ofjimums or abiding ; Ad^- 
ab being derived from a verb, signifying to deceive, and Marnhah 
from one signifying to inherit, or possess, 

16. — lihe the eagle; !. e. when he sheds his plumage. 
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— ?'"'"#. &c. ; i. e. good apparel, or glori 



people of God. See Jer. xiii. i; 

13. — kaofi brass, &c. Here is an aJIudon to llie mode of tlirasliiii^ 
described iu the note on Amos i. 3. 

V. 1. Ya lioiD gatlier, Sic. ; L e. O Jerasalem, to dofbnd thyself 
against a siege. — O people of ttoops, &e. ; lit. daughler of Jroops. So 
daughler ofZon denotes iahabitaTas of Zioa. referring to the predatoiy 
banda which frequenclj issued from Jerusalem. 

2. — sim^ to be amoag Hie iAoiisands ; i. e. to be one of those bodies, 
or divisions, over whieh chiliarchs, or captains of thonsands, presided. 
— origin. The noun thus translated is derived from the verb rendered 
"kings shaU cotae oat of thee." Gen. svii. 6. — andent age. In Is. 
xxiii. 7, the original phrase is used to denote the antiquity of the city 
of Tyre. It is the same wMeh is transited of old in ch. vii. SO, re- 
ferring to tlie promises of God to the ancesWrs of the Jews. — dags of 
dd. This is the literal meaning of the Hebrew. The original e![pl'e& 
sion is precisely the same as that which is thus translated in ch. vii. 14 
and Is. Ixiii. 9, 11 j Mai. iii. i; Deut. xxxii. T. Nor is the expres- 
sion ever used in the Old Testament to denote absolute eternity. 

4. — AslorUs ; i. e. images of Astarte. 

5. — sewen, eight; i. e. an abundance of defenders. See Ecel. xi. 2. 
7. — dear, &e. ; i. e. they shall be multiplied and shall tlourish under 

the earc of God, without aid from man. 
9. Tki/ hand. Supply Israel! 

VI. 2. — coateadak; i. e. as a party before a court of justice. 

6. WhereiolHi, &c. The prophet represents the people as replying 
to the expostulation of Jehovah. 

14. — remoee; i. e. thy children, goods, &e. 

16. — the rqiTOach of Tag people; i. e. the same injurious treatment of 
which ye were once guilty to my people, ye shall yourselves receive 
from the heathen. 

VII. 1. — Jifst-ripejig; i. e. fruit of the best kind, and the object of 
strongest desire. The meaning seems to be, " I long to see a good 
man as ardently as, before the time of iigs, one desires those which 
may here and there be found ripe." 

7. / mill look, &c The prophet seems to speak here in the person 
of the people. 

II. — tin decree; i. e. the oppressive tribate, decreed by thdr ene- 
mies ; or, it may be, all the tyrannical decrees of their oppressors. Odi- 
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erwise, J» ^tat dag daU the limiCs be exleaded: i. e. of llie walls of the 
<dij, so as to make room for llie vaat numbers irhich ehonld come ro 
Jerasalem. 



KOTES ON NAHUM. 

■s of Nalium's life nothing is known, except tbot 
he was a native of Elkosh (ch. i. 1 ), a village of Galilee, the ruins of 
which were shown to Jerome, as he inforaiB na, Piwein. in Com. in Nah. 
A much less probable opinion is that Elkosh was a vill^e in Assyria, 
situated not far from Nineveh. As to the time in which this prophet 
flourished, the most common and most probable opinion, gathered 
from the contents of the admirable little poem, the only production of 
his which has come down 10 us, seems t« me lo be, that he lived dar- 
ing the reign of Manasseh, whUst the tribe of Judah was jet in their 
own country, and eSter the captivitj of the ten tribes. See i. 12 - 15 ; 
ii. 1, a. The majority of recent critics, however, agree with Jerome 
in referring Nahnm's ministry to the latter part of the reign of 
Hezekinh. The point of time when the prophecy was written is sup- 
posed by some to be immediately after the deslrnction of Sennacherib's 
host near Jerusalem. (2 Kings sis. 35.) As the prophet makes no alia- 
aion to this event, Miurer places it a little earlier, viz. when Senna- 
cherib sent his thi^at«ning message to Hezekiah. (2 Kings xviii. 9 ; 
xis. 10, Sk.) But this is conjecture. He predicts the deliverance of his 
country from the Assyrians, and the destrnction of Nineveh, the capital 
dty of their enemies. This destruction be sets fbrth as determined 
against them by God, in the language of poetry, not of history. He 
does not indicate the mamier in which, or the nation by which, the 
destruction of Nineveh was to be efieoted. 

Naham stands in the very first rank of the Hehrew poets. What he 
has leCl^ constitutes a complete and regtitar poem, distinguished by a 
certain classic elegance, which shows that care and study were nniled 
witli genius in its production. His description is extremely vivid, and 
his language rich and forcible, and abounding in beautiful images. 

L 2. — keqieih indignaiioa : i. e. remembers and punishes their offen- 
ces. See Ps. ciii. 9; Jer. iii. 12. 

4. — Jtower n/L^aBOti ; i. e. the growth or cedars of Lebanon. 

8. — h^ptacef i. e. of Nineveh. — darhiess: a common metaphor, 
denoting destruction. See Job xv. 22, Sc 

9. — against Jebovok; i. e. by warring against his people and his 
holy dty, Jerusalem. — Not the second time; i. e. her destruction shall 
be completed by the first blow. See 1 Sam. xnvi. S. 
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264 NOTES. 

10. — entangled, &c. ; i.e. in inextricable diffltulty, staggering in 
their purposes. 

11. — one. Some anppose a particular Assyrian Itidg to be denoted, 
as Tiglathpileser, &c.; othei-s, the Assyrian kings succossively. 

12. — thee; i. e. Judali. 

14. — tmtmming thee ; i. b. the king of Assyria. — beaoton; i. e. thy 
race shall become extinct. 

II. 1. Guard the forlress, &c. The Nlnevites are ironically exhorted 
lo prepare for defence. 

3. — his mighty mm: the army -which should como against Nin- 

5. — He atlkih, &o. ; i. e. the Assyrian ting calls for his warriors to 
A;tend the wall, who through haste and trepidation stumble on their 
way. — mantel^! a machine, similar Ui the mnece, or testadines, of the 
Blomans, i. e. movable sheds, under cover of which the besiegers made 
tlieir ossaulcs. See Ivaiihoe, Ch. XXVII, note. 

B. — The gates of rivers: a metaphor denoting the great number of 
the inhabitants of Nineveh which passed through, or the great num- 
ber of enemies which now streamed otjiowed into them. Comp. Is. ii. 
2. Some understand rivers as denoting canals running from the 
Tigris through the city, the gates of which canals being removed, the 
d^ wonld be inundated and the palace destroyed. 

7. Hamib is uncovered; i. e. insulted, treated lite a prostitute. See 
Is. xlvii. a, 3. It seems probable that Huiizab is a proper name, that 
of the queen of Sincveh. Gesenius understands the term yj^ as a 
participle from 33S, and translates it and is made to J!ow doom, refer- 
ring to Nineveh. " Others derive the word from 3^1, translating it, /( 
is decreed ; she is uacovered, &e. The whole wili th ref r to N'nereh. 
In favor of the rendering which I have adopted m ki rm the 
proper name of the qveea of Nineveh, is the d tha maid- 
servants, that is female slaves, are mentioned ec h her. 
If Hinevei itself were denoted, why are fema pec mtro- 
duced? 

8. — api\^,&Q.; i. e. very populous. 

10, — i-T>.y. &c The original is strongly ei h Th s are 
of the same doi.id, forming what is called a p maa P ey in- 
crease in length, as they point out great, gi'ca d g ale desola- 
tion. Bakah, UihstutoA, u-metuKofaiS. 

U. — lions, Sc ; i. e. Where is Nineveh, wh ha ts were 
as bold and rapa>'ioJs as lions, and which was as lull of plund.r as a 
lion's den of ravin ■! 

in. 3. — lightning ■</ 'Jie spear. Comp. Horn. H. X. 154, XI. 65. 

4. — sold nations h/ (ir vAoredoms; i. e. by her inlcfcouRC or alli- 
BDces with foreign natJois, she brought them into subjection to her. 

5. — over th^ fice. lie metaphor is borrowed from the mode of 
pimishing prostitutes in ineient times, via. to strip them naked, or 
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throw their dutlies ovei' thcii' lieails, and thus c:^po36 tticm t 



— No-Aiaiafm. By this naiiio ia undoubtedly denoted auEient 
Thebes, the splendid metropolis of tuidcnt Egypt, called by the Greeks 
Diospolis, and celebrated by Henier (Jl. IX. S83) is the city of a hun- 
dred gates, inaTonwvXai- The name No-Ammon was given to ic 
from die cirearaslanco that it wns the chief seat of the worship of 
Jupiter Ammon; No-Aramon denoting the porfmt or pessesaioa of 
Araraon. The grandeur of its temples, obeliska, statues, &o. is appar- 
ent from its ruins, mhiob are ettll tho wonder of the world. Wlien 
and by whora the destruction of Thebes hero alluded to took place, is 
uncertaia. Gesenius supposes that it was effected by Tartat. the 
^neral of Sargon, king of Assyria, about soron handred and sixteen 
years before Christ. See la. xk. The Nile is called the sea. 

11. — dnnk,Sa:.; i, e. of the cup of misery or punishment, — hid- 
dot ; i. e. unknown, as if thou Iiailst never existed. 

18. — siiq)herds; i.e. rulers, prefocla. 



NOTES ON ZEPHANIAH. 

The first verse in tho prophecy of Zephaniah gives ug all the knowl- 
eilgo we hare of him, viz, that he lived in the rsign of Josiah, 643-611 
A. C, and that he was descended ham ancestors whose names are there 
mentioned. The particular enumeration of his ancestors may have 
been owing to their eminence, or may have been introduced to distin- 
giiish him from the other Zephaniah. That he was a descendant of 
King Hezefciah is not probable. Of his life and character we have no 
information. 

The book of Zepbaniah consisia of two pieces, one included in eh. 
i., ii., and the other in eh. iii. Both however relate to the same 
subject, and contain threatenings against the corrupt and idolatrous 
3ens, and exhortations to amendment, followed by predictions of the 
destruction of the principal enemies of the Jewish nation and of its 
rostoratioa to a state of ^eace and prosperity. 

I. 4. — priests; i. e. those who wore of the race of Aaron, and pro- 
fessed to be priests of Jehovah. 

5. — thdr idol; ]it. iheir king, i. e. Moloch. Comp. Amos v. 36. 

7. — his guests. This may be nnderstood of birds and beasts of prey, 
which should feast thomsoWes upon the dead bodies of the slain ; or, 
less probably, of the enemies of the Jeivs, the Babyloniaaa. 
VOL. I. 12 
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8. — Jiirdgn ap/xird. There is no need of supposing an idolatrous 
practice to be denoted. The projihet refers to the dissipated and 
proud, wlio adopted tlie dress of foreign nations. 

9. — over Ihe ihreskotd. The connection secins to show that this 
expression denotes bi'euking into houses by violence. It is said that 
the Arais used actnnlly to ride into houses for plunder. Others ex- 
plain it aa denoting the Philistines, in reference to a custom meo- 
tionod in 1 Sam. v. 5. 

12 on their lees. The thocigbtlesa tranquillity of the rich is eont- 

pared to the fixed, unbroken surface of fermented liquors. 

II. 2.—likechaff i.e. swiftly as chaff driven by the wind; other- 
wise, 2Re dai/, i. e. time, passetk aioay like chaff. 

5. — nation of the C/Krdhiles ; probably in the southern part of Phi* 
liatia. See Ges. Lex. ad verb., and Ros. on Ezek. xxv. 16. 
14. — Acni,Sic.; i. e. of some bideuna bird. 

III. 8. There/ore wait for me, &c. This is an ironical threat that 
punishment should surely come. 

11. — Tiot be iis/iauied; i, e. thy guilt and thy punishment shall coasa. 
— Axatt Viyself ; i. e. against me; thou shalt no more bo proud, con- 
temning ray laiva. 



NOTES ON HABAKKUK. 

Rdspectinq the life of lEahakknk, and the time in which he lived, 
we have no historical record. The story, in the apocryphal part of 
Daniel, that he brought food to Daniel in tlie lion's den, is sufBciently 
refuted by its fabulous aspect, and especially by its iuconBialcncy with 
Ihe contents of tliis poem. !From tliese we may infer, with considera- 
ble probability, that he lived not far from the beginning of the Chal- 
(Iflian period, when the poet saw the growing power of the Chaldeans, 
and in his mind's eye discerned the calamities which his country was 
to receive from them. Ch. i. 6. The actual destruction of the Jew- 
ish nation is not referred to or implied in any part of the poem. The 
most common and by far the most probable opinion in regard \a the 
date of the prophecy is, that it was delivered in the reign of Jehoiakim, 
A. C. 6OB-0O4. The prophet was therefore a contemporary of Jera- 
miah. Jahn ai^ies from oh. i. 2 -4, which lie considers as a descrip- 
tion of Jeivish immorality, that he must have lived in the early part of 
the reign of Manassoh. I think he is mistaken in the application of 
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those verses ; and that they are doscriptivo of the evila iiiflicled by the 
ChaJdieaQS. At first view, inaeod, it would seem that the Chaldaians, 
v5. 5~n, are introduced as agents to thaatise the Jews for tho 
iniquities meutioned in ra. 2-4. Bat from a survey of tlie whoie 
poem, or from ch. ii- io particular, it appears that the Chaldieaus ai-a 
introduced as enomies that were to be punished. 

The production of Habakkuk is to be regarded as a whole ; as con- 
stituting one poem or prophecy, in its form somewhat drimatic. The 
subject is the calamities which had been brought, or which were 
fhreatenod to be bi-ought, upon his country by the ChaJdeeans. The 
prophet boldly expostnlates with the Deity on aeeount of these calami- 
ties, ch. i. 3-17, and hia expostulation seems l« be followed by the 
revelation to him of the future punishment of the Chaldteans. Ch. iii. 
seems to set forth a manifestation of the Deity, B3 actually interposing, 
in answer to the prayer of the prophet for the destruction of the ene- 
mies of the Jews, which was threatened in ch. ii. 

In general poetic eflfect, in strength and beauty of thought, in the 
anion of the loftiest conceptions of lyric poetry with a considerabla 
degree of clearness, and in el^anca and purity of diction, Habakkuk 
is hardly surpassed by any of the Jewish poets. As a specimen of 
lyric poetry, ch. iii. is probably unequalled. 

L 4. — iaifl Jaileth, &c. The oppression of the Chaldoians would 
interrupt the regular administration of justice. Thia mnst always be 
the case when a country is invaded. It appears to me inconsistent 
with the whole tenor of the poem to understand ver. 2-4 as a descrip- 
tion of the wickedneas of the Jews. According to the representation 
of the poet throughout, the Jews are tie righteous, the Chaldroana the 
wicked. 

T. — lheirlawandtMr dignity; i.e. they acknowledge no law and 
no dignity but their own. 

9. laidtilade, &c. Otherwise, direction, &c. See riirst's Lexicoa 

on TI'^iT}. 

u'— 'their god; i.e. they trnst to their strength, and Vs their 
weapons of war, rather than to God, according to the character ascribed 
to Meienliiis, Virg. Ma. X. 773; 

■* Destra, mihi Deue, et leinm, quod missile Ubro, 

" My strong right.haud and sword assist my stroke ! 
Those only gods Mezentins will iniolne." — Dryden. 
17, — empty the net; i.e. dispose of the captives already taken. 

II. x. — whatlahaUanswer-tomyscpostulalion, or npm my exposlu. 
lalion. This rendering, though ohscare at first view, on account of the 
conciseness of the original and the pecniiarity of the sentiment, is, I 
think, the true one, and is that of the ancient versions. I judged it 
hest not to paraphrase the Ime. The meaning of (he prophet is, that 



Hcssdb, Google 



Ho,-.db, Google 



